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. Garments workers |

"Every locksmith isn't thief. Teli me, dn l
look like a thief?", demanded Bapu Miah, a
locksmith by trade and a gossip by inclination.
I favoured him with a closer examination, and

at him closely. "Nct at all”, | said, smil-
ing at him encouragingly, "You look more like a
mullah to me.” This 45-year-old man nodded at
me serenely, adjusted his cap, ran his fingers
through his beard, and I suspect, began to like
me better.

I have called him into my house to fix a
door-lock. He fixed it like the pro he was, then
got lively and started chatting. "Of course,
there are many locksmiths who have connec-
tions with the under-world", he said. "But I've a
thanar pass {a police certificate), and I'm an
honest men.” "How much do you make a day?”,
i izked ad . "Anywhere between Tk 50-
200, depending on the circumstances”, said
this viriuous impressively. After house-rent and
food, this leaves me with Tk 2,000 a month.
I'm not complaining. | ray Tk 100 a month for
the mess | live in at Hazar’bagh | share a room
with six other people. A bua (maid) takes Tk
50 from me. Food costs Tk 700 a month. My
wife and five children stay in Faridpur. I've
been working as a locksmith for the last 20

"What problems do you face?”. | said, push-
ing some lltbh[nw:ctmt]tu'llrlrdlhun He
to and got lively. "If someone calls
me to his house after 8 at night, | don't go un-
less | known him well. ﬁlﬂlﬂmmﬁ@h&
into a house at any time of day or night,
th:rtlurﬂyummlnuuund He might be try-
ing to rob the house.”

"Have fallen into trouble?”, | said.
"Several items”, he said. "Once, four-five men
took me into the third floor of a large building.
it was rather quiet for such a large house. They
asked me to make a key very fast. Too late |
sensed something fishy and I'uruvl: about them,

Rly West Zone income ups

two thousand passengers of
Raflway West Zone area during

the ten days earned Taka
1,04,64,000. This 1is
than Taka 35 lakh higher than
of last ten days
of April, a PID source said.

The increased income is at- |
extensive drive

against passengers travelling

RAJSHAHI, May 21 :
Bangladesh Raflway West
Zone's earning from ticket sale
registered a growth of over
fifty per cent in first ten days
of current month compared of
the last ten days of the previ-
ous month, official sources said
today, reports BSS.

The authorities said by
sclling tickets to seven lakh

that of

tributed to

without ticket.

= Dhaka Day by Day
A Locksmith of Character

It was too late

something was not quite right.
rliey at the last mo-

to back out, so | spoiit the

sment, and bungled the job again and again,

pretending to be a novice.

~Another time, a gang of school-boys
brought me a soap with the imprint of a key on
it. They looked like heroin addicts and thieves,
so | turned them down. Once, a hijacker-type
of gang. you know, the type with long hair and
gold chains — they brought me a wax imprint

Turning them down flatly was risky, so | ask: . :

them for a hundrad bucks at once. They agreed

just as fast. Now this was a problem. What to

do? So | pretended | waF ill, as Hi last resort,
and managed to get rid of them at last.”

“How virtuous you are!”, 1.said admiringly.
"You lost a lump sum for your principles.” "Well
I've to live up to my principles”, he said mod-

L:ir "Perhaps there was another reason too”, |
said. "You might have got into trouble with the
police.” "There was that too", he conceded and
twinkled at me.

"What was your worst experience?”, | said.
"It happened two years back”, he said
promptly. "A jeep-load of hijackers kidnapped
me. They blind-folded me. When they took off
the scarf, |1 found mysell in a grand house, in
Gulshan perhaps. They made me open ten
massive steel almirahs. When | asked for
monecy, they beat me up. Thén they blind-
folded me again, and forced me into the car.
Half and hour later, they threw me out of the
running car. When [ took off the scarf, | found
myself in a ditch in Mahammadpur. God saved
me that day. | was still in one piece. It could
have been worse. But | still see nightmares
from time to time.”

"You seem quite happy with your work", |
said. "Oh, | am”, he said. "I'm honest, so Ged
looks after me.” He pocketed the money | gave
him, salaamed, and swinging his keys and
counting his beads, went his way.

Ofﬁce-bearers

CHITTAGONG, May 21:
Jantu Barua of Mathematics
and Linkon Marma of Political
Science departments were
elected President and General
Secretary respectively of the
Chittagong University Buddha
Chhatra Parishad for the year

1992-93 at a general mecting
of the Parishad, reports BSS.
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demand Eid
bonus by May 28

Garments workers at a rally
yesterday demanded Eid festi-
val bonus and urged to pay it by
May 28, reports UNB.

Jatiya Garments Sramik
Federation held a rally at
Topkhana Road in the after-
noon and wamed that they will
announce greater programmes
if the bonus is not paid within
the stipulated time.

Amirul Hug Amin, general
secretary of the federation said
festival bonus {s a must to be
paid by the employers as per
country’'s labour law but work-
ers of only 35 per cent gar-
ments factories got Eid bonus
last year,

He also demanded dis-
bursement of salary for the
month of May before Eid-ul-
Azha.

The rally also announced a
demand-week from today
(Saturday) which ‘includes
holding of rallies in front of

gamrentu factories and proces-

Th: rally was addrtsm:d
a,mnng others by Shamsu-
nnahar, Baharane Sultan Bahar,
Parul Begum, Mohammad
Shaheen, Nurunnahar, Md
Qaluyum, Marfum Begum, Alam
Kabir, Kazi Ruhul Amin, Salma
Begum, Bithi and Anwar.'

Later, a procession "was
brought out which paraded
through Baitul Mokkaram and
Gulistan.

One killed in

road mishap
.3 Z.uCH Correspondent
Oné person was killed and
ﬂ'll'El.'. others were injured iIn
parate incidents in the city
Thunday
A 35-year-old rickshaw pas-
scnger has hit by a speeding
bus at Fakirerpul in the city.
The unidentified victim later
succumbed to his injuries in
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

Saturday

5.00  Opening announcement
AHQuran
Programme summiaTy

5.10 News in Bangla

5.25 Amra Natun

5.45 Cartoon : Peter Pan and
Pirates

7.05 Bansharee

8.00 News in Bangla

8.30 Mati o Manush

8.00 Anirban

10.00 News in English

10.30 Drama series : Dallas

11.30 Khabar/The News

11.40 Tomorrow's amme

1145 Closing i

r

Poet Sufia iamal

at a dlmumnn unﬂlaheed.])}urandrnnath Dutta at the Natmnal
Museum auditorium jﬂutardny

— Star phnt.u

Dhaka iterates support for

Bangladesh has reiterated
ita full uuppurt for the estab-
lishment of a new and unbi-

.ased world information and

communication order,
BSS.

The Permanent Represen-
tative of Bangladesh to the
United Nations, Ambassador
Humayun Kabir, addressing the

reports

.15th substafitive session of the

United Nations Committee on
Information at the UN
Headquarters at New York
(Wednesday) said information
had a crucial role to play in the
nation-building process and
promoting amity among the

new information order

Referring ‘o the UN's im-.
portant role in the field of in-
formation dissemination, he
said, our quest for a new world
information and communica-
tion order was to obtain a
fairer deal in the dissemina-
tion process, so that there was
a synthesis of all voices and
stances and information dis-
semination was balanced, unbi-
ased and objective.

The Bangladesh Permanent
Representative said that in
view of the new challenges and
new opportunities before the
UN, the Department of Public
Information should recast its
priorities taking into account

Bangiadesh Mohila Forum president Advocate Ferdousi

Sultana
rights of women

ng at a workshop on the ‘Constitutional
' organised by the Bangladesh Federation of

University Women (BFUW) in the city yesterday. BFUW
president Selina Khaleque and Principal of the University

Women College, Nargis Khnn.nrl also seen.

. — Star photo

the current developments and
the ncﬁdsufthttimeandcm-
phasised rationalised realloca-
tion of resources to project
and promote UN activities and
operations.

He called for better projec-
tion of UN peacekeeping oper-
ations.

He also called for publica-
tion of bogklets and brochures
in Bangla to inform our people
about the UN peace keeping
missions.

The Permanent Represen-
tative urged DPI to appoint a
professional full-time director
for United Nations Centre in
Dhaka soon. He welcomed the
idea of more effective and
imaginative wuse of Dag
Hammarskjold Library as a
centre of cultural activities.

Ambassador Humayun Kabir
said, the present rnment
of Bangladesh affirmed fits
commitment and support for
the freedom of press and free-
dom of expression and opin-
fon.

Referring to press freedom
in Bangladesh he told the
committee quoting from a re-
cent s of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia: "Freedom
of press, as you all know, is the
best salcguard of democracy,
transparency and accountabil-
ity. ; ;

-
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Speakers recall
Dhirendranath's

contribution
By Staff Correspondent

rs at a discussion
Friday stressed the need for a
greater political unity to root
out all anti-liberation elements

organised in
memory of™ Dhirendranath
Dutta, a former minister who
was killed in 1971 by the oec-
cupation army, was addressed
by Begum Sufia Kamal, Abdus
Samad Azad MP, Dr Anisu-
zzaman, Badaruddin Umar,
Shawkat Osman, Prof

Islam and Noorjahan Murshid
with Justice Kemal Uddin
Hossain in the chair.

Recalling the contribution
of Dhirendranath to the nation,
Sufia Kamal said he would be
honoured truly only if his ide-
als could be instilled in the
new generation.

Dhirendranath was a gen-
uine Bangalee. He could easily
escape his death by leaving the
country, but he did not do so,
she added.

Abdus Samad Azad said the
communal forces of the coun-
try gained much strength in
the last 17 years alter the
killing of Bangabandhiu Sheikh
‘Mujibur Rahman.

It would be disastrous for
the nation if they were allowed
to do so further, he said.

He, however, called upon all
pro-liberation forces to be
united to resist the evil forces

Describing the role ol
Dhirendranath diring Pakis
tani rule, Badaruddin Umar
said he was the man who strict
to his ideals througheout his
life. Dhirendranath maintained
his honesty till his death and
faced death boldly, he added.

130 arrested
In City

Police rounded up 130
people, including 30 wanted
criminals, from different parts
of the city (yesterday) a DMP
press release said yesterday,
reports UNB.

The arrested also include
one under the Anti Terrorism

Act, four with robbery,
one accused of kidnapping and
ten of burglary.

Meanwhile, Demra police
recovered 25 bottles of banned
India-made Phensidyl syrup
from a slum at Saidabad yes-
terday. Police arrested Hanufa
Bibi (45) from whose posses-
sion the banned syrup was re-
covered during a special dfive
at 4 am.

Roleofsoc:albodleswtalfor

environment protection : Biswas

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday gave a clarion
call to the soctal activists,
NGOs, imams, priests and me-
diamen to help create public
awareness in protecting envi-
ronment, generating mncome,
pianting trees and maintaining

health and sanitation, reports
BSS.

The President said since
environment required a sen-

sfble conduct from all social
beings. the role of social

organisations both national and

international ;f,ﬁ'“ld hardly be
overemphas

He was addressing as chiefl
guest the seminar on "The
Role of Social Organisations in
Developing Environment” or-
ganised by the Greater Dhaka
District Association here yes-
lerday morning at BCIC audi-
torfum. Presided over by the

tion
inister

Barrister Nazmul H -I.. the
others, by State Hlnlttr Im'

Environment Gayshwar
journalists Gias Kamal

Chowdhury and Reazuddin

Ahmed, Assoclation Secretary
General A B M Waltur Rahman
Khan and Dr Mohiuddin Faruq.

The President said that the

government was totally com-
mitted to arrest the negative
effects of environmental

tion and to effect over-
all environmental improve-
ment for sustainable develop-
ment.

The government, President
Biswas said, identified poverty
as a great polluter and was act-
ing towards poverty alleviation
through 1{ts various pro-
grammes including the pro-
gramme of "Daal bhat” for ev-
eryone as pronounced by
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Za.

The President listed various
measures undertaken by the
government for protecting
environment and said the
Environment Ministry formu-
lated the environment policy
last year and action pro-
gramune for 15 major sectors.

Chehlum

Chehlum of Arefa Rahman,
wile of Advocate A S M Tabibur
Rahman will be held today,
says a press release.

On this occasion,a milad
mahfil has been arranged at 4

pm today at 'Priobas’, 49
Siddheswari.
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Biswas said the government

had initiated a number of pro-

for coastal afforesta-

tion, social forestry and mas-

sive tree plantatiomr drive dur-
ing the monsoon.

ex nce.
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| Airline Job Opportunity

(A) Cargo Sales Officer : Minimum 3 years expeﬁence.
I (B) Counter/Ticketing Officer : Minimum 2

(O) Otfice Assistant — Female.

Apply in own hand writing with resume,
contact Telephone No and recent photograph to
| UNITED AIRLINES, Box No D-363, C/O The Daily
Road No 3, Dhanmondi R/A,

| Dhaka-1205 by 30th May, 1993. |'

years

Elegance in Motion

WE CARRY BANCLADESH FLAC

BANGLADESH BULK CARRIERS LTD.

ACROSS THE SEVEN SEAS

=

Lith Ke =] LUNCHEON 12-30 PM. — 3-30 PM

2 ABBAS GARDEM NMORARHAL DA,

FOR DENSELY POPULATED
REGIONS (ICSTED).
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Temperature may rise'

By Staff Correspondent

Weather forecast valid for the next 24 hours commencing
6 am today (Saturday) says. rain or thundershowers ac- |
cnmpanl:dby t-:m rary gusty wind may occur at one or two
places over Raj ioand Chittagong divisions and the regions -
i of Jessore, Tlngﬂﬂ Mymensingh and weather is likely to BENGAL SHIPPING LINE LIMITED
| remain mainly dry elsewhere over the country. _ 1 SHIP OWNERSAGENTS AND SHIP

The Met office forecasts, day temperature is likely to rise
by one to two degree Celsius over the country.

The highest temperature of the country 35.8 degree l
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GENERAL IRON & STEEL COCTCILTD
MANUFACTURER OF VARIOUS
MONSTEEL MATERIALS

MULTEBLILDERS LIMITED
REAL FSTATE DEVELOFERS

BANCGLADESH BULK CARRIERS LTD.
SHIP OWNERS AMND SHIP MALHA. ERS

WE WISH EVERY SUCCESS WITH
THEM.

—— ==

MULTIWODE TRANSPORT
CONSULTANTS LIMITED

SHIP CHARTERERS, SHIP BROKERS &
COMNSLLTANTS

Celstus was reco in Satkhira yesterday (Friday) and the
: lowest 19.2 degree was recorded in Rangpur.
1 The sun sets today (Saturday) at 6.38 pm and rises
tomorrow (Sunday) at 5.13 am.

The maximum and the minimum temperature and hu-
midity recorded in some of the major cities and towns ol the

KHALIL-MULT! EQUIPMENTS LTD.
OWNERS OF BAGUING AND NEUMATIC
BOUAPMENTS

MULTIPLEX SERVICES LIMITED
PROJECTS AND EQUIPMENTS

country yesterday were:
Cities/Towns Temperature in Humidity in |
degree Celsius percentage
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