DHAKA F‘RIDAY, .MAY 21

1993

Newspaper editor murdered in India:

The editor of a Tamil weokly, Red Blood was hacked to death
by unidentified men in the southern Indian state of Tamil
Nadu, the Press Trust of India (PTI) reported Wednesday,

AFP [rom New Delhi.
The 45-year-

old editor, identified only as Bhaktavat Salam,

was attacked with swords on a street in the state capital

Madras late

., PT1 said,

No further details were available.

3 killed in US chtm%eng crash : »

helicopter used to ferry

crashed near w“hlngtnn on Wednesday, killing
authorities said,

four crew members,

Maryland.
The copter,

an inspection

and other VIPs
three of iis
AFP reports from

of the presidential fleet, was conducting
ght after maintenance work when it crashed

in a forest a cross the Potomac river from the US marine base

in Quantico, Virginia.

The [ate of the fourth crew member, who werce all
marines, was not immediately known.

Brazilian minister l‘&ﬁlm

Minister Eliseu Resende, the third man to

e Finance

the office

since former President Fernando Collor de Mello was

im

. has offlered his resignation under a cloud of

scandal, AP reports from Brasilia.
President Itamar Franco was to decide Thursday if he
would accept the resignation, which was offered Wednesday,

the palace said.

Resende said in his resignation letter that he could not

stay in the

post when he was under su

spicion.
Rumour ol Resende’s dismissal had been circulating since

he was accused of helping pave the way for

government loans

of dirs 18 million to Ecuadnr and dirs 136 million to Peru for
projects to be executed by the Brazilian construction firm

Norberto Odebrecht.

Two ex-E German secret police held:

Two former East German secret police have been arrested for

alleged plans to murder a border

who fled the former

communist state, a justice official said Wednesday, AP reports

from Berlin.

Gerhard Neiber, 64, a former vice minister for state
security, or Stas{ as the ministry was known, and a co-worker
identified only as Siegfried W, were arrested on Tuesday,

Bl!rl:in

tice spokeswoman Uta Foelster said.

men were being held in Berlin's Moabit prison in

mnnmﬂun with a plot
border guard who ILI!
said.

to murder a former East German
to West Germany in 1975, Foelsler

.}m diplnmat commits suicide :

throwing himse

from I.he eighth storey

t has committed suicide by
of the Forcign

Ministry building here, officials said today, reports AFD frum

Tokyo.

Hirohak{ Ishikawa, the Deputy Director of the ministry s

compuler section,

Tuesday,

He was

jumped out of an eighth floor window
k;;.l:s-muﬂhhl
iately taken to hospital, where he was

dechmddudunml,th:nmcﬂldd
- The reasons for Ishikawa's suicide were not known,

He had worked as a career d
he had

Angeles with the rank of vice-consul

official said,
the ministry’s behalf.

for some 10 , the
been posted to Los
further studies on

us

Canada to lift sanctions

CAPE TOWN, May 20:
Canada will lift economic
sanclions against South Africa
when a date for mulu-racial
elections s announced, Exier-
nal Aflairs Ministers Barbara
MC Dougall said Thursday,
reports AP.

Speaking after a mecting
with President F.W. de Klerk at
his official residence, Mrs. Mc

said she informed the

South African rnment
about the possible lifuing of
sanciions. Mrs. Mc said
she had told African National

Congrcss President Nelson
Mandecla the same thing at a
meeting Wednesday.
Multi-party talks on end
white minority rule cou

agree on an election date by
the cnd of June. nations
imposed economic sanclions
on South Alrica to prolest

"We “;IH be in a position to *

Hit the sanctions once an clec-
tion date is announced,” said
Mrs. McDougall, who s also
head of the Commonwealth
Committee of Foreign
Ministers on southern Alrica
"We would hope that both he
[de Klerk) and Mandela will
call for the lifting of financial
sanctions at the same time so
that we can move forward to-

wards full integration (of South
Africa) into international
community as soon as possible”
she said.

1an-Peres talks in Beijin

China vows not to sell
missiles to Iran, Syria

BEWING, May 20: Chinesc
Forcign Minister Qlan Qichen
has his Israeli coun-
terpart, Shimon Peres, that

China will not sell missiles to

iIran and Syria, the Israeli
Embassy said Thursday, re-
ports AP

Embassy spokesman Eyal
Propper said Qian was re-
sponding to comments by
Peres that missile sales in the

a threat to
region represented

said Qlan did not

any past sales by

China but promised there

would be no future sales 1o
ran and Syria

“He said China does not

want .o make any obstacles in

the peace process,” Propper
sadd.

China sold S@lkworm mis-
siles o lran the 1980s,
acvording to Western military

T T N T et e mewent

planning to scll missiles 1o
Syria, but no evidence has
emerged that they were ever
delivered.

A Western outcry ower

Chinese missile sales to Arab
couniries cventually causcd
Beijing o join the Missile

Techno Control Regime
last year. 7 W
accused China the

agreement by selling missilcs
to Pakistan. a charge China

nl‘tl, who arrived late

Wednesday from india. spent
about three hours Thursday in

talks with Qian inc ]
hanch, said
He Peres briefed Qlan

on the latest Middie East |

prace tlalks in Washington.
g na, which itakes part in the
L weral talks as one of the

UN Securfty Council's five
permanent members, has
asked to be host to a multilat-
eral meeting in Scptember on
Middic East water resources.

I*cres also urged spceedicr
action in negotialing an avia-
lion agreement so the two
countries’ flag carriers can
schedule regular direct Nights.
So far, E] Al has only charter
flights to China, Proppcr said.
He said he did not know the
reason for the delay.

lsrael and China formed
diplomatic rclations in January
1992, ending decadces in
which China stded with the
Arabs in the Middic East dis-
pute. China still has good rela-
tions with Arab ecountrics,
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Nobel laureates seek strong US stand

Clinton asks Myanmar junta |
to release Suu Kyi

WASIIINGTON, May 20:
President Bill Clinton called on
the Myanmar junta on Wednes-
day to f[ree pro-democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyi and
respect the 1990 election
results, reports AFP.

"I strongly urge the
Myanmar government to re-
lease pro-democracy leader
Aung San Suu Kyi and political
prisoners, to respect the May
1990 clections and to commit
itselfl to genuine democratic
reforms,” said Clinton aller
meeting with group of Nobel
Peace Prize laureates to dis-
cuss human rights abuses in

*The Myanmar people
should know that America
stands with them and with
others in the international
community in the struggle for

freedom in Myanmar,” added
the President.
Aung San Suu Kyi, the

founder of the National Ltague
for De
held under strict house arrest

since July 1989,

(NLD), has been .

Her party swept the general
¢lections but the junta refused
to transfer power and began a
clampdown on the NLD, ar-
resting its senior leaders.

e

aaaaa

g o -:: :

The group who met with
Clinton included Archbishop
Desmand Tutu, Betty Williams
and Kara Newell, Executive
Director of the American
Friends Service Commitice.

Earlier in the year they
were among a group of eight
Nobel prize winners who went
to Thailand to draw world at-
tention to the human rights
situation in Myanmar.

On Wednesday they urged
Clinton to take a strong stand
on Myanmar and to pua.h for an

international arms embargo
against Yangon.

Williams, who won 1976
Nobel prize for her work in
Northern Ireland, claimed that
the Myanmar regime was as
guilty of ethnic cleansing as
the Serbs in Bosnia-
Herzegovina.,

But “"the ethnic cleansing

there is probably more insidi-
ous” because it is not the focus

of international attention, said
Williams.

Wiliams said that since the
1990 elections, thousands of

refugees have flooded across
the border into Thailand
complaining of persecution.
She said refugees had told
the Nobel delegation about
atrocities such as women being

used as human minesweepers,
torture and persistent rape.

Tutu said developments in
his own country showed how
international pressure could
sway the Yangon government
which refused a group of Nobel
laureates to even enter
Myapmar to plead her case
carlier this year,

"The regime there is very
scnsitive to what the world
says,” Tutu added.

“The very fact that they
shut us out meant they were
not ignoring us.”

He said an arms embar
would have an effect on the
regime because Myanmar was
not able to produce its own
wuapons,

Asked if the Jaureates would
try again to visit Myanmar,
Tutu said the purpose of their
mission was not a visit to
Yangon in itself but to achieve
change there.

“Our objective 1is that
democracy should prevail.... If
we go lo Myanmar it should be
to celcbrate.”

Rebels shell
‘Abkhazian
capital : 3 die

LONDON, May 20: At lcast
three people were killed and
16 wounded on Wednesday
when Abkhaz rebels shcelled
Sukhumi, the capital of the
breakaway Abkharia region of
north-western Georgia, ltar-
TASS news agency said in a
report monitored by the BBC,
rcporis AFP,

The report quoted the
Georgian defenee ministry as

saying that about 450 shells
fell on the city centre and
rcsidential arecas between
noon and 10:30 pm causing

widespread damage.

The centre of the capilal
and certain residential areas

arc in the hands ol Georgian
government troops.

IISS report
Tehra_n wants to become
dominant power in ME

LONDON, May 20: Iran is
making a concerted rearma-
ment drive in a bid to assert

. itself as the dominant force in

the Middle East and to thwart
the rising influence there of
the United States, a London
rescarch unit reported

Wednesday, says AFP,

The International Institute
for Strategic Studies (IISS)
said in ils annual strategic sur-
vey of the world that in the last
several months "lran has
awakened international con-
cern about its military and for-
eign ambitions™,

Western powers. the siudy
found, are cspecially werried
about a resurgent lran because

they can no longer bank on
Iraq as a countervailing force.
The 1ISS found that Iran was
pursing three objcctives:
—to become the dominant

wer in the Middle East and
o play a pivotal role in any re-

gional security apparatus,

—lo normalize relations
with its Gulf Arab neighbours,

—to neutralize the regional
influence of western powers,
notably the United Statcs, thal
are now linked to several Gulf
states through military cooper-
ation accords signed in the al-
termath of the 1991 Gull War.

With these pgoals in mind.
according to the study, Iran is
anxious to revamp its military
capacity,

Belfast :
»
4 injured

BELFAST, May 20: Two
bomb blasts shook the centre
of Belfast Thursday, injuring
three children and their
mother, police and media re-
poried, reports AP

The first bomb went off
outside the headquarters’ of
the Ulster Unionist Party about
an hour before officials were
scheduled to start counting
votes cast in Wednesday's local
council elections across
Northern Ireland. .

The second explosion was
near the Europa Hotgl. Guests
were quickly evacuated.

Three children and their
mother were hurt, the British
Broadcasting Corp said. Police

confirmed injuries but could
provide no details.

South Korea offers talks with North
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siitd 18day i’ Kad pro?
p-m-::d talks-about-talks wlth
the Communist North next
week in a bid to persuade the
isolated state to open ils nu-
clear facilities to international
inspectors, reports Reuter.

"We have sent a message to
the North today offering to
hold meetings next Thursday
to discuss plans for a high-
level meeting with them,” said
an official at the South-North
dialogue office, which super-
vises inter-Korean eontacts.

He said the South proposed
the talks be held at the border
village of Panmunjom.

it is the first sign of better
intcr-Korean cooperation since
March when Pyongyang an-
nounced it would withdraw on

rather than allow outside in
spections ol atomic [acilitics at
Yongbyon North of the capital.

North Korea's abrupt with-
drawal from the NPT [uclled
the world's fears that the
Stalinist state had developed a
nuclear arsenal, a charge it
denies.

The South Korean official
said the North was expected to
accept Seoul's olffer as
Pyongyang had earlier offered
to renew dialogue, although
differences remain over a for-
mat for the talks.

"We are positive the North
will accept our offer of meet
next week,” the official said.

Hlan Wan-Sang, Deputy
Prime Minister and National

e N ol WU DA A, ot o

Treaty (NPT tmm (o) serdorofficials on

Thursday at which the talks
were proposed and plans
completed.

I the nuclecar issuc is
solved, then we will ollvr o go
ahcad with c¢conomic ex-
changes and lo allow South
Korean companics lo do busi-
ness with the North,” Han said.

Seoul suspects the North is
developing atomic wcapons al
the plants in Yongbyon and has
demanded Pyongyang submit
to short-notice inspections of
the sites, a call backed by the
International Alomic Energy
Agencyl(lAEA),

The United Nalions
Security Council, acling on a
report from the IAEA, last
week passed a resolution de-
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manding  acecss, e the
Yongbyon facilitics and thrcat-
cning unspeciflied lurther ac-
tion i its request was rejected.

South and North Korcan
managed to bridge Lhe cold
war in late 1991 by agreving to
a treaty of reconciliation and
non- sion.

But relations deterioraled
rapidly and busincss and ofli-
cial contacts with the North

“came to a halt when the North

refused demands from the
South that outsiders be al-
lowed to inspect two nuclear
siles.

High-level talks bclween
the two Koreas still technically
al war 40 ycars afler an uncasy
armistice halted Korean war
hostilities, broke
Scplember last yearn

off in

ANC concerned
at series of

death threats

JOHANNESBURG, May 20:
The African National Con
(ANC) Wednesday voiced its
concern over a series of death
threats made to its top officials
following the April 10 assassi-
nation of top ANC official Chris
ffani by a neo-Nazi, reporis

”ht house of Sidney
Malumadi, a high-ranking ANC
offlicial, was pertol-bombed on
Monday, the organisation said.
Mafumadi was the recipient of
a death threat hoax last month
when a media alert announcing
his assassination was sent oul
on a pager system used by
journalists.

In a statement issued here,

the ANC said it was decply

i concerned about the increcas-

ing level of violent threats is-

sucd against leaders of the
"tripartite alfance”
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Heide Simonis nf thl German Social D&rnncr-tir Party (SPD)
was sworn in as new Prime Minister of the German state
Schleswig-Holstein Wednesday. Simonis is the first female
Prime Minister in the history of the Federal Republic of

Germany.
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—AFP/UNB photo

Sihanouk will
remain neutral

BEIJING, May 20: Prince
Norodom Sihanouk is to return
from China to Cambodia [or
next weck's UN-organiscd
elections but will refrain from
voting in order to demonstralte
his neutrality, he said today.
reports AFP.

"From May 23 1o 28, | will
be close to the well-loved and
respected Cambodian pcople

as they carry out their duty as
volers™, Sihanouk said in a
statement released to the
Pf‘l"!ﬁiﬂ-.

"My stafl, my secrctariat,
my wife and myscll will not
vote becausc we must demon-
sirate our strict ncutrality to-
wards the political factions and
parties,” said the Chairman of
Cambodia's Supreme Natfonal
Council which groups country's
four main factions.

Off the Record

Two Taiwan mudsls prlrunt Indlan stylad .I'-'-""'-'"'.’f'

designed by French jeweller Cartier with a total value of
six million Taiwan dollars (5230,769) in Taipei Tuesday.
—AFP/UNB photo

The Baily Star 5

New dog-catching method

KUALA LUMPUR: The Municipa

| Council in a Malaysian

town is about to trade in fts current dog-catching technology
for something cheaper. Its dog roundup unit is getting rid of

its shotguns and taking up

blowpipes, reports

AP.

But members of the blowpipe squad will have to practice

frst
The Council has
stafl in the use of blowpipes.

The New Straits Times repo
I.'I‘I.‘.Ihi.l'l':t in public places and suburbs

dogs had become a big

and aboriginal expert to train its

rted Wednesday that stray

of the town of Kuantan, 120 miles {192 kilometers) northeast

of here.

The daily quoted the Council's public relations offieer.

Zulkefly Abdul Malik as saying

that instead of using peison

darts that the aborigines use in their blowpipes, the council

would use modern

llizers.

tranqui
Once the dogs are rounded up, they will be handed to the

Veterinary Services Department “for further action,

quoted as saying.

he was

The Department usually puts strays to sleep with lethal

injections.
Recently

. three waiters in a restaurant sued the Town

Council here for injuries sustained by stray pellets from a gun
toting dog catcher discharging his duties against 5tnw ca-
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“IThis 18! imitkely, ta hnppcnmmwa are uwd uruh

slnglt stun-darts.

Lavish weddings push them
to seek foreign wives

ABU DHABI: The United Arab Emirates President, lament-

ing extravagant
lavish weddings and

Nahayan told members of a

has urged his citizens to cut back on
less house servants, reports Reuter
"High dowries and overspending on weddings .

agree with our Islamic traditions,”

do not

Sheikh Zaid Bin Sultan Al
fund on Wednesday.

Big dowry demands and expensive wedding parties have
pushed UAE men to seek foreign wives in a country where
foreigners make up nearly 70 per cent of the 1.9 million pop-

ulation.

The official Emirates news agency

said the Sheikh ad

dressed members of the fund, set up to help couples mecl

marriage cosis.

ing “this number of maids.
added.

Sheikh Zaid said UAE pcople had always lived without hav
naniics, cooks and drivers,” 1t

800 fundamentalists
arrested in Egypt

CAIRO, May , bat-
tling Husllm fundlmcntnlluts
has arrested more than B00
members of a group running
school and university secret

cells in a campaign to topple
the government, reports

Reulter.

Security sources said police
had detained 822 members of
a group called the vanguards of
the new holy struggle and

md them with forming an
organisation.

They said religious tapes
lnd books to win the
hearts and minds of students
were seized during 10 days of
swoops in several parts of the
country.

Police Major-General Ah-
med Al-Adli told a news
conference police had confis-

Cambodians hoard food, buy guns fearing violence during polls

PHNOM PEHN, May 20:
an explosion of vio

about food,” Ny says. "They're

not thinking about gold."
Many Cambodians are

stocking up on rice and

canned food, fearing the

market will close if there are
attacks on the capilal during
the six-day UN supervised
clections that begin Sunday.

Nove Wan, a 6]-year-old
mother of eight, has stocked
up on rice and is prepared o
board up her house and stay
inside.

I won't go anywhere ex-

{ out to vote,” Nove says.

s her neighbour Preap
Hors, 52, | am worried about
the situation but | must vote
because | want a new govern-
ment.”

Cambodia's four factions
agreed 1o the elections in a UN
sponscored accord signed in

199] to end 13 years of war.
But one of them, the Khmer
Rouge, is boycotting the poll
and has been blamed for at-
tacks that have killed and
wounded dozens of UN per-
sonnel in the past two months.

It is widely [eared the
guerilla group, which killed
hundreds of thousands, per-
haps millions of Cambodians
in the 1970s in an attempt to
turn the nation into an agrar-
ifan commune, will attack
polling sites.

Sa Vet, 40, who owns a tiny
jood stall at the market, says
he sold more than 2,000 cans
of sardines this week. He
usually sells fewer than 100,

The market's money chang:
ers are almost out of large de
nomination banknotes. They
say people have been [rant!.

cally buying 500-riel [10-cent)
notes, the largest on the mar-
ket because they would be
casicr to carry il they have 1o
flee their homes.

A number of university stu
dents and other people with
families outside the capital
have left for the provinces.

Those with more money,
mostly Cambodian-American
enirepreneurs and political
candidates, have sent Lheir
families abroad in the past few
days. Flights out of the country
are fully booked.

“It's going to be violent. I'm
sure it will be.," says Kim
Kethavy, leader of the kpuhl'k:
Democr Khmer Party. lle
scnl his wile back to their
home in Beach, Calil., for
the election.

Many of those staying are

buying guns and ammunition.
Gun sellers in Phnom
Penh's covert arms bazaar say
that in recent weeks a number
of wealthy businessmen and
factory owners have bought
AK-47s automatic rifles which
run about dirs 70 for self-de-
lence. "
Bullets — dirs 20 for a case
of 700 — also have been mov-

ing quickly.

One dealer says even for-
cign UN persennel have been
buying wcapons this past
month. She said four or five of
them had t several hun-
dred guns, mostly Chinese-
made AK-47s, which sell for
dirs 80 cach.

UN military spokesman Lt
Ceol. Richard Palk said he

knew nothing about such pur-

chapes. Still, it is clear the UN
community in Phnom Penh is
Nervous.
UH military rlunnel have
been ordered the streets by
O pm. Those in Phnom Penh,
whn have been wunarmed
throughout the 14-month op-
eration, have been told to carry

weapons on duty.

Last week UN dependents
were ordered to leave
Cambodia until after the vote.

As the UN stepped up its
security, the Phnom Penh gov-
emmenl faction started pa-
trolling the capital with ar-
mored personnel carriers for
the first time since 1991
Pickup trucks packed with
soldiers armed with AK-47s
and rocket launchers have
also becn seen on  patrol,

caled more than 2,000 cas
settes, 1,600 books and 11
videotapes "that called for the
overthrow of the government,
discrimination against Egypt's
Christian minority, and vio-
lence to  establish a  purist
Islamic state.

He sald some of the tapces
contained sermons by Shetkh
Omar Abdel-Rahman, a blind
Muslim preacher in the United
States whose followers have
been linked to Febru
bombing of the New T:ll‘-{s
World Trade Centre. The blast
killed six people and wounded
more than 1,000.

Security sources said the
arresis took place in Cairos
northern suburbs, the Nile
Delta provinces of Shariqlyya
and Qalyoubiyya and the city of
Alexandria.

Thesec are well away (rom
the known centres of Muslim
militant viclence in Cairo's
Imbaba slum and the assist
area of upper Egypt. where
gunmen shot dead the mayor
of a Christian village on

Wednesday .

The sources added Lhat
those detained, mainly slu-
dents and stafl in col-

leges and universities. had not
been charged with any crimes
of vielence.

They were alleged to have

organised a pyramid cell
siructiure and recruited ac-

tively among students and
workers,

A year-long surge ol vio-
lence by militants fAghting to
overthrow i's political sys-
tem and establish a purist
Islamic state has die down
since ruthless police maids in

| March killed 42 people.




