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Production
We take pride. justifiably indeed, in our
achievement in the area of food grain production.
In fiscal '91-92, output of rice was 2.2 per cent
higher than in the preceding year while wheat
exceeded the mark by 6.1 per cent. The food gap
is getting narrower with the country now explor-
market for limited export of rice. Maybe the
day ts not far off when we would become seli-sul-

ficient in overall food grain production.

At the same time, we must not forget that
Bangladesh's agricultural h rate is one of the
lowest in Asia. As the Food and Agriculture

tion [Fﬁﬁ}hutoa‘_tmtm Ttm:ﬁ ahrg;r. t&; ﬂ:‘l-
nual nvcrng;eFrnwl aﬁrlcu u uction in
Bangladesh during the decade ending in 1991,
comes to only 2 per cent as against 7 per cent for
Malaysia, Asia's leader in this field. Countries In
the subcontinent also did better than us. Pakistan
scored an annual ave :jmwth rate of more
than 5 per cent while ia's exceeded 4 per
cent.

However, it looks like that in our anxiety to at-
tain autarky in food, we are negiecting seconda
crops of daily necessity. We now import suc
items as lentil — our 'dal' and onion. Many of us
would have forgotten that a decade ago,
Bangladesh used to export chilli but now we are
on the way to becoming a net importer of the
item. It is indeed worrisome to contemplate a si-
tuation tn which we would end up spending most
of the money we save in food imports, in getting
these agricultural products from outside the
country. Even now, we spend hundreds of crore
of taka in importing these items.

We feel that an evaluation of the findings of the
recent joint FAO-World Bank mission on the state
of agricultural research in the country should
take into consideration the above aspect of farm
production also. The mission, as an agency report
tells us, spent a month in the country in February
this year.

The mission found that our agricultural re-
search system was more than adequate for the
country's needs. The research system, the mis-
sion notes, is exceptionally large for a developing
country like Bangladesh, with about 1600 gradu-
ate scientists engaged in the work. The main
costs of research in this country in culture
and the allied fields of fisheries, livestock and
forestry, the mission remarks, are stafl salaries
and operational expenses.

As expected, on performance score, the mis-
sion takes a rather dim view. The research
system's overall output to date, the mission says,
has been disappointing. And this, despite the
proliferation ol research organisations in the
country. It seems, we have as many as ten ins-
titutions in this country, doing research in soil,
crops, livestock, fisheries and forestry! Of
course, we don't ‘' mean to say that our resear-
chers have eust been sitt idle. They do have
achievemenis to their credit, especially in the
area of food grain production. However, we do
agree with the FAO-World Bank team that the
overall performance should have been better.
There is clearly a need for improved accountabil-
ity of how efficiently resources are utilised and
the staff managed.

As we hinted earlier, there is ground to con-
sider the progress in research to date as rather
lppsided, with overwhelming accent on food
grain, to the neglect of essential secondary crops.
With so many institutions on the ground, re-

search should spread over a broader spectrum.
Researchers should now increasingly apply their
time to help the country attain a balanced Erowth
in agriculture, forestry, livestock and fisheries.
We have to ensure optimal use of our limited land
resources.

A Case for Whales

The annual meeting of the International
Whaling Commission (IWC) held in Kyoto, Japan
recently has, happily, voted in favour of continua-
tton ol the seven-year-old ban on commercial
whale-hunting by a margin of 18-t0-6 vote. The
bad news is that Norway has planned to carry out
its threat of resuming whaling in defiance ol the
IWC ban. The other whaling nation, Iceland, al-
though has quit the IWC, is yet to resume the
hunt. Japan, another whaling nation that like
Norway supports the lifting of the moratorium,
has not made any threat to pull out of the IWC
binding. but will have to make an eflort to take
the reversal in its strides.

No doubt, the decision to give the moratorium
a new lease of life reflects the international
communities' growing concern for environment.
The fact that despile the moratorium whale
population's protection has not been simple and
easy demanded the moratorium to exist. The
other consideration — mostly scientific — is that
the claim of an estimated 86,700 minke whales
in the northeastern Atlantic and another 760,000
in Antarctic seas cannot be called dispute-[ree. If
the figure is dispuled, at least there is no contro-
versy over the 14,700 whales Japan and Norway
have killed since the moratorium begun in 1985
through the loophole in the 1946 convention,

under Article VIII of"which special hunting per-:

mission for scientific purposes is granted to na-
tions. |

Of the whales, blue and white species in par-
ticular are threatened with extinction. Only 800
blue whales and 200 white whales are lelt now.
No question of hunting down these whales
arises. The argument in favour of hunting the
minke whale, as put [orward by Norway and its
allles, is that the number has grown to such a
level where it can sustain or even replenish the
loss of 300 to 800 whales a year. This claim is
vigorously contradicled by environmentalists who
put forward counterargument that whaling na-
tions are more guided political and economic
considerations than ecological ones. They do not
appear to be ofl target.

Another popular Norwegian argument is that
minke whales eat Lloo much of biomass, crustacea.
krill and fish in the northeast Atlantic causii.p
depletion of certain marine resources allecting
the balanced relations among the various species
in the ocean.This seems {0 a naive rationale,
since nature has in itsellf the mechanism to keep
the balance. Human interference has only been
responsible [or upsetling the balance. It is there-
fore difficult to understand how the sea life will
be worse off il men stopped killing a particular
marine species such as whale. Better it would be
if the French proposal [or creating circumpolar
sanctuary [or whales were translated into reality
with support [rom all other countries.

Rohingya Problem: Solution Lies in

HE memorandum of
l understanding (MOU)

signed between Bang-
ladesh and the United Nations
I:{lt!’h Commis-sioner for
ugees (UNMCR) on May 12
paved the way for smeoth
repatriation of Rohin-gyas to
their homeland mar. The
MOU, that refllects the
cagerness of the two sides to
expedite the repatriation of

- nearly quarter of a milllon

Myanmar refugees, will
undoubtedly help the ill-fated
Rohingyas to return home.

However, to complete the
repatriation ss, much
still depends on Y which

is yet to allow UNHCR's pres-
ence in anmar to su
the rehabilitation of refugees.

The broad-based MOU,
signed by UNHCR Chief Sadako
Ogata and Bangladesh Foreign
Secretary Reaz Rahman,
spelled out a formula to accel-
erate the ‘safe and voluntary’
return of the Rohingya
refugees to Myanmar.

Over 240,000, out of esti-
mated 265,000 Rohingyas,
who entered Bangladesh since
summer of 1991, are living in
20 makeshift camps along
Cox's Bazar-Teknal region. The
Rohingyas crossed the border
to evade persecution by
Myanmar troops.

According to the MOU,

esh Government would
allow free access to UNHCR of-
ficlals and indep. *4Aent inter-
view of refugees in Lhe transit
camps to determine the volun-
tary character ol their decision

lo return.

Both sides also agreed to
persuade the Myanmar author-
ittes 1o take back the refugees.
The MOU stipulates that Lhe
UNHCR would assist Bang-
ladesh in the smooth
repatriation of refugees who
opt to return on the basis of
their own judgement of the
situation In their country. It
also added that the two sidcs
shall cooperalc with each
other to prevent any attempt
by any side to interfere with
the exercise of freedom of op-
tion by the refugces.

For ensuring voluntary
mrl.rtluon. the MOU says, A
refugee wishing to return to
Myanmar, can do so at any
time, and none can prevent
him from exercising this right,
while no refugee would be
forced or coerced to leave

. The UNHCR would
assis! those who would like to
return volu

Other terms of the accord
incorporates provisions for
safety and security ol the
refugees, maintenance ol law
and order in the camps and
motivation of refugees to re
turn home.

It is clear that the MOU
emphasised much on 'volun-
tary repatriation’ of refugees as
well as avoidance of any
coercion in this regard. This
very aspect has been stressed
much since Bangladesh and
UNHCR experienced an unde-
sirable discord on it which
almost stalled the Rohingya
repatriation in December.

by Chapal Bashar

The repatriation began in
Sepicmber last year ol
an agreement between Dhaka
and Yangon s earlier in
April. But UNHCR withdrew
from the process alleging
‘coercive repatriation’ of the
refugees. However, around

24,000 refugecs wore repatrd-
alcd so [ar while the process
still remains very slow. It is
slow, mainly because many of
the refugees are rtluctant o
go back untfl the human right
condiltion in Myanmar im-
proved.

Bangladesh denied tLhe

joint effort on seolving the
relugee problem which
Bangladesh has been [acing
over two .

Both Bangladesh and
UNHCR believe that the UN
presence in Myanmar is a must
for creating a congenial atmo-
sphere for the return of the
refugees.

Soon alter signing the MOU
in Dhaka, Foreign Secrctary
Reaz Rahman told newsmen
that Bangladesh secks UN
presence inside Myanmar ler-
ritory for the safc and volun-
tary return of the refugces to

BEHIND THE HEADLINES
S R AI5.7

charges ol cocrcion from the
very beginning and Forcign
Minister Mostaflzur Rahman
wenl 1o New York in January
this year to clarify Dhaka's po-
sition In this regard to the
United Nations. His discussion
with UN Seccretary Gencoral
Boulros Boutros-Chall and oth-
ers helped to dispel Lthe mis-
understanding with UNIICR.
Mostafiz also met with US
State Department officials in
Washington and talked on Lhe
issuc

And finally, with the signing
of the recent accord, Dhaka
and UNIICR have reached an
understanding to put their

their honws.

At the press confcrence on
the ¢ve ol her departurc last
Saturday, the UN Iligh
Commissioner for Relugees
Sadaka Ogala cxpresscd the
same view saying thal the need
of the moment Is a UN pres-
cnee in Myanmar. She, how-
ever, mentioned that a UN
tcchnical mission is already in
that country lo discuss the
modalities of UNHCR's partici-
pation in the repatriation pro-
CCsS

Rescttlement of refugees in
their homes is undoubtledly a
big questton. Observers main-
tain that alfler the repatriation,

the scitlement of Rohingyas in
their original homes shouid
also be ensured under close
supervision of UN agencies.
Othcrwise, the problem would
remain, which might cause the
influx W recur

This is for the second time
in 15 years tha! Bangladesh
had to }frn:t the same
infllux problem. Du 1978
79, nearly 300,000 as
entcred into Bangladesh terri-
lory te save themselves from
the atrocities of Myanmar
troops. With the assistance
[rom the l’nendly countries
and intcrnational organisa-
tions, Bangladesh could deal
with the situation then and the
refugees were repatriated.

The present Myanmar
refugee problem started with
their arrival in groups since
the summer of 199] and soon
their number swelled  to
265.000. They brought with
them Lhe harrowing tales of
murder, torture, arson, rape,
and forced conscription by
Myanmar soldiers.

The policy pursued by the
Myanmar regime was primarily
almed at evicting the Rohingya
Muslims from Arakan re
that has been their homeland
since the 7th century. Arakan
which was an pendent
Muslim kingdom until 1784, is
now one of the 14 provinces of
Myanmar (Burma). The total
population of Arakan ts approx-
imatcly four milllon. Rohingyas
— the major ethnic commu
of Arakan — constitute 70 ﬁ
cent of the population while

rest are Maghs (Rakhaine)
tribes.

The term is
rived from Rohang — the
‘ent name of Arakan.
claim to the
scendants of Arabs, Moors,
Pathans, Moghuls and
Bangalees and speak a local di-
alect known also as a
mixture of Arabic, Persian,
Urdu and Persian was
the offictal of Arakan
during the Musiim rule.

According to historians,
Burmese king Bodawphaya in-
vaded and captured Arakan in
i784 and |later In 1823 it
came under British rule.
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hundreds of thousands of
refugees to Bangladesh.
While Bangladesh, her

one that would be Mtn.
ensure human rights to all her
citizens.

North Korea : Nuclear Threat or Western Target?

OR the last several mo-

nths the US, Japan and

South Korea, commen-
dably assisted by Western
media, have been calling for
North Korea's blood for
allegedly producing and selling
‘'weapons of mass destruction’
and diverting fissile material
from its nuclear plants for
making 'the bomb'. Labelling
that country as 'the new lraq’
the Economist, for instance,
has judged that it is ‘'next in
ltne for nuclear prevention’
and deserving of 'a bloody
nose'. Even the Russians have
joined the conspiracy : in mid-
February their intelligence
service came up with the story
that back in December 1992
senjor Russian scientists had
been intercepted at an airport
while trying to leave for North
Korea to help that country's
WCApONS programimne.

This campaign has now
reached a new peak following
North Korea's withdrawal from
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) on 12 March and
its subsequent non-compliance
with the Vienna-based
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA)'s demand to be
allowed access to suspected
nuclear sites at Yongbyon.
Western leaders and media
commentators are now clam-
ouring for the imposition of
strict sanctions on North
Korea. Some have even sug-
gested that Pyongyang's al-
leged bomb facilities should be
taken out with an air strike
should ongoing diplomatic el-
forts fail to bend President
Kim Il Sung's will.

Nuclear and other weapons
of mass destruction are held in
such dread and revulsion that a
state alleged to be making
them readily invites all-round
condemnation. North Korea is
more vulnerable in this re-
spect than most other states
given the memory of the
Korean War, its continuing
espousal of the now discred-
ited communist ideology and
its near-total {solation.
Nevertheless the fact remains
that there i{s another side to
this controversy and it needs
to be tdld.

Let us begin with the NPT
itself. It sanctifies the right of
states already possessing nu-
clear weapons (the nuclear-
weapon states]) to continue to
have . them while it denies
others (the non-nuclear-
weapon states) the right to re-
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Sir,
Minister, Jamiruddin Sircar,

The Education
has done something which
even a [ew months earlier
would seem impossible. He in-
augurated an "English medium
college in Dhaka. Not only that,
he has set up a committee, a
Ways and Means Committee,
which would look into the
possibility of introducing
English as a compulsory sub-
ject at the degree level. Bravol

One things is certain.
Sudden imposition of English
al the degree level may not re-
ally impreve the situation
much, unless those who would
be taking the graduation
course in that language are
groomed from previous level
i.e., the higher secondary level.

I had written a letter back
in 1987 which was published
in the newspapers under the
caption "Money and English”.
However, money is not Lhe
only consideration why anyone
should lecarmn English. Reading
books in English, people of our
country will benefit not only

cetve, manufacture or other-
wise acquire such weapons or
devices.

In a community of equal and
sovereign states, it is blatantly
discriminatory to bestow upon
some members the right to
posscss  certain types ol
weapons and deny that right to
others. Such a presymption
amounts to institutionalising
‘technological apartheid in the
international community.

Indeed the NPT is an
unequal treaty designed lo
protétct and preserve the
monopoly of the nuclear-
weapon slatcs,

Under Article VI, Parties lo
the treaty undertook to pursuc
ncgotiations in good faith on
effective measures relating
the cessation of the nuclear
arms race at an early date and
to nuclear disarmament. That
has not happened. Not only
have the nuclear-weapon states

by i iti

United Nations Sccurity
Council three months in ad-
vance. |
So, although North Korca
has been condemned for (s
withdrawal [rom the NPT, it
was within its rights to do so.
We may recall that some time
ago the US and Britain with-
drew [rom the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO), a step they were
entitled to take. North Korea's
withdrawal from the NPT is
similar in nature.

But the question remains :
have there been extraordinary
vvents threatening to jeopar-
dise North Korea's suprenc
nationai inlcrests Lo justily fts

withdrawal from the NPT?
North Korea says so.
North Korea signed the

NPT in December 1985. That

ikkar

The US wanted |AEA inspec-
tors 1o check out these sus-
peel installations, but the in-
spociors could not do so be-
causc Lhe sites had not been
designated as places of nuclear
activily by the North Koreans.
The |AEA inspectors then
brought up alleged discrepan-
cics in the amount and compo-
sition of plutonium to be ac-
counted for by the North
Koreans. The inspectors
claimed that the amount de-
clarcd was significantly short
of what their calculations
pointed to., The allegation
implied that North Korea had
diverted fissile material, prob-
ably for bomb-making. The in-
spcetors than wentl on to sug-
gest that the shortfall in phuto-
nium might be connected with
the activities going on at the
forbidden sites in Yongboyon.

IAEA.

The IAEA ({nspectors’
record in South Africa too has
come Lo cast serious doubts on
their credibility and impartial-
fty. So far these ins are
believed to have conducted
over 100 inspections ol nu-
clear facilities wunder
Safeguards arrangements in
that country. There have been
no reports of the inspectors
raising suspicions of clandes-
tine ‘bomb’ activities by Sou .’
Africa nor of discovering dis-
crepancies in the amount of
accountable plutonfum.

But President de Klerk has
recently admitted that his gov-
ernment had in fact fabricated
several nuclear weapons,
which have since been disman-
tled. The fact that the fissfle
material for those bombs could
have only come from the coun-
try’s nuclear facilities goes to
show that the IAEA inspectors

North Korea has become the latest subj wal f
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.The recent events expose the double standards in Westérr ' -

treatment of states that have or may have nuclear capability.

ject of Western attack following its withdrawal from.the, ;

nol complied with this coni-
mitment, they have disdain-
fully indulged in vertical pro-
lifcration. The US and Sovict
Union, for example, increased
their stockpiles of nuclear
warheads tenfold over the next
20 years (1968-1988],

The foregoing flaws — the
inequality conferred on Parties
to the treaty and the bad faith
shown by the nuclear-weapon
stales — make the treaty un-
worthy ol acceptance. Very
rightly states like India con-
tinue to resist pressures (o
sign it. '

(What is

required is a treaty

~ for the destruction of all exist-

ing nuclear weapons. and a lo-
tal ban on their manulacture to
be enforced by strict interna-
tional verification):

A state which has become a
Party to the NPT nevertheless
retains the inalienable right to
withdraw from &. Article X
reads: A

Each Party shall in exercis-
ing its national sovcreignty
have the right to withdraw
from the treaty if it decided
that extraordinary events, re-
lated to the subject-matter of
this treaty, have jeopardiscd
the supreme interests of its
country. It shall give nolice of

such withdrawal to all other
Partics to the treaty and to the

intellectually but also gain con-
siderable knowledge about lie
and scicnces for which books
arc not readily available in
Bangla.

In the fifties and sixties
there were schools in this
country, e.g., St. Gregory's in
Dhaka and St. Placid's in
Chittagong where there were
iwo streams, English medium
and Bangla medium. To the
best of my knowledge, it
caused no problems. Also, the
Chittagong school had a third
choice to the promotees to
class IX. They could choose to
sit for senior Cambridge "O"
levels if they so desired. Why
can't we have the same now? If
we have SSC in the English
medium, then lacs of Taka will
be saved which the University
of London is getting now in the
form of fees, which | daresa
is exorbitant. Those who ¢
'O and 'A' level examinations,
some 700 students or so in
June and January, are paying
over 100,000 pound sterling
yearlyl

The syllabi which are pur-
sued in the English medium
schools are not always in con-
formity with our traditions, be-
licls and even needs. What is
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commitment became binding
following the conclusion of the
mandaltory Safeguards
Agrecement  with the IAEA in
January 1992. The timing of
the Safeguards Agreement is
significant in that by that time.
Iraq has been brought under
an unprecedentedly intrusive
inspection regime. So it was
unlikely to have signed the
Safeguards Agreement ff it has
a surreptitious 'bomb project
to hide.

North Korea's good faith in
signing the Saleguards
Agreement was in evident

when it promptly provided the
IAEA with the required report
on Lhe nuclear material subject
to saleguards and a list of its
nuclear facilities and their de-
sign information.

Subsequently, between May
1992 and February 1993, the
IAEA conducted six ad hoc in-
spections of nuclear [acilitics
in North Korea. North Korcan
officials say those inspections
went ofl smoothly and the in-
spectors even thanked them
for their assistance and co-op-
cration.

But the potential for con-.

flict was also brewing in the
meantime. Since 1991, US and
Japanese sources have been
spreading stories of secret
‘bomb-making’ siles near
Yongbyon, north ol Pvongyang.
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required to be done now is o
get scveral panels of teachu:s
(school and college) who
would be asked to sit down on
a "time and money” contract,
or preferably on a voluntary ba-
sis (few committed takers, less

lobbying), and translate the ex-
istine Hangla course books into

English, But, all these trans-
lated works should be velted
by tecachers or exponents of
the English language.
Otherwise, incorrectly Llrans-
lated books will undermine the
whole eflort,

In any democratic socictly,
the choice of education or, lor
that matter, the choice ol
medium of instruetion should
be lelt to the parents and their
children. More and more facil-
ftics and choices should be
made available by the govern-
ment or at least the private
sector should be allowed to do
so. | wouldn't mind if there
were Sanskril, Arabic, Urdu or
French medium schools in the
country, If one wanted to
study in any of them, it would
be his or her choiee. When it
comcs to getting a job shco
would have to fulfil the ro-
quircments.

When there are private uni-

North Korea rejected these ar-
guments as a crude [abrication
invented to gain aécess to
Yongbyon.

North Korean oflicials say
that thcy have patiently ex-
plained to the inspectors the
characteristics and mode ol
opcration of their nuclear facil-
ities. They also add that their
calculations agree with the
amount of platonfum declired.

They accuse the inspectors of

failing to tell them where they
had gone wrong in their calcu-
lations and of stubbornly stick-
ing to IAEA figures without
explaining how they were ar-
rived at.

We cannot say which set of
calculations s right, the sub-
ject-matter being highly tech-
nical. But the impartiality of
the IAEA and {its inspectors
can be judged from the record
of their performance in Iraq
and other places. In Iraq the
inspectors more often than
not carried out their investiga-
tion based on intelligence in-
formation provided by the US.
Frequently some of the inspec-
tors reported on their findings
to US government agencies
even before communicating
with their Vienna headquar-
ters. It is widely believed that
thosec inspectors were espi-
onage agents of the US operat-
ing under the cloak of the
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versitics (English medium) in
the county, then there should
be no barriers to English

- medium schools and colleges

preparing students for SSC
and HSC. Besides, the re-in-
troduction of proper English
medium schools (Govt. as well
as private) will help the poorer
sections of our community who
would otherwise not be able to
take advantage of education in
the English medium.

In the light of Mr. Sircars
bold steps, [.would suggcsi
that he take further steps lo
allow English medium schools
(for SSC) and colleges (lor
HSC) in the country. And 1o
add some professionals, whao
are proficient in English, (o
the recently lormed commit-
tce so that the work of the
commitice becomes morc
meaningful with participation
from experts outside the scc
rclariat.

Javed telali
Mohammadpur, Dhaka 1207.

Bosnia and General
Phillipe Morillon

Sir, In the midst of barbaric
and shameful killing of inno-

concerned were either incom-
petent or they had connived at
the covert bomb me.
Given this record of per-
forming their tasks at the be-
hest of the US t or
conniving at {llegal nuclear ac-
tivities of certain governments,
North Korea's accusations of
bad faith and lack of tmpartial-
ity on the part of some of the
IAEA inspectors cannot be
dismissed as an invention.
North Korea insists that the
Yongbyon facilities are military
installations which have noth-
ing to do with nuclear activi-
ties. It clatms that the real
motive behind the IAEA de-
mand is to collect intelligence
information on North Korea's
military secrets and it on
to the US and South E'r;n_
Sincce a state of war exists
betwecn North and South
Korea — tLhere {s an armistice,
but no peace treaty — and Lthe
US is also a co-belligerent, it
will prejudice the supreme
national interests of North
Korea if IAEA inspectors are
let into the sensitive military
facilities at Yougbyon. So,
North Korea claims, it s justi-
licd in withdrawing from the
NPT since the Safeguards
Agrcement is being used as
cover [or espionage purposcs.
North Korea also [cars that
the demand to be lct into the

cent Muslim men, women and
children with the help of the
Belgrade government, therc is
a silver lining. The UN
Commander in Bosnia, the
French General Phillipe
Morillon has shown his huma-
nism and courage, within the
bound framework of his man-
datc.

Many a times General
Morillon has put his own life in

danger, by remaining at the
side of besieged Bosnian

JAEA, §10 fair to

Yongbyon sites is likely 1o be
the first of other demands to
come later. Given the degree
of 1ll-will towards North Korca.
the IAEA Inspectors’ ultimate
aim must be to gain the right
to roam at will throughout the
mum? ostensibly lor Uhe poor-
pose of uncovering nucikear se-
crets’

Incidentally, the US w0 has
signed a Saleguards Agrecment
with the JAEA. But the US gov-
srnment retains sole authority
to decide which of its nuclear
[acilities are cligible for IAEA
inspections. Moreover, al any
time the US government can
remove a nuclear facility from
the list of those eligible lor
IAEA inspections should the
[acility become associated with
US national security.

Since the US arrogalcs to
itsell the sole right to decidc
for itself on the basis of na-
tional security which of its fa-
cilijles can be inspected by the
that
right to afy other reign
state? One is hard put to find a
more appropriate situation to
which the Orwellian truism,
'‘All are equal, but some are
more equal than others’, ap-
plics so well,

The London Times claims
to have obtained evidence of
North Korea's secrel nuclear
plant. One Jonathan Power
writing in another Malaysian
daily brands North Korea a
predatory state, a source ol
threat to the peace and secu-
rity of East Asia. At the same
time the claims that Israel is a
peace-loving state entitled to
its stockpile of nuclear war-
heads and the means ol
launching them.

Power's accusations are par-
ticularly preposterous consid-
ering that Northr Korea's popu-
lation is half that of Sputh
Korea and its GNP is only one-
fourteenth of that of the South.
Having lost the political and
military support of the erst-
while Soviet Union, it is illogi-
cal to argue that North Korea
is in a position to threaten
anyone. On the contrary, it
musl be [eeling quite insecure
in the facc of the assault

mounted against it by the West.

— Third World Network
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K R PANIKKAR is a lecturer
in Strategic Studies at Univer-
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Muslims. lie refused to leave a
town until its people were
cvacuated.

The role of the OIC Muslim
countries is most saddening.
The petro dollar countries
could have at least stopped the
supply of oil to the European
countries. This alone could
have brought in some signili-
canl change in the minds of
the Europcan powers.
Shahabuddin Mahtab
Siddheswarl Road, Dhaka

Politics of production

Sir, The successive gov-
ernments have continued to
preach, in all the possible
media, regarding their politics
of production in agriculture,
industry, education and so on.
The Bangladesh politics can be
refecrred as three distinct
regimes viz AL, BNP and JP.
The fact remains that the pro-

nda machinery of the gov-
ernment is doing 'well' though
the government statistics of
three terminal years of three
regimcs as well as of the pre-
sent depict otherwise:
Lot the govt. agencies, PRPs
of various agcncies, stop be-
fooling the nation.

Sadiq Alee
Maghbazar, Dhaka
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