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For Poverty Elimination

To alleviate is to make easier to bear, says the
respected Oxiord D . Why then are the
elimination of the curse — the insufferable mani-
festation of social injustice and economic inefll-

married to uce the most horrid and
m- of the forms of inhumanity? We must
of all reject poverty for what it is patently —
anti-society and anti-man — on point of state,
personal and societal principle and then unite to
woark for its elimination. Any talk of alleviation is a
compromise with a built-in inclination for co-ex-
istence with .

How should we then feel when the very wise
and efficient learned body BIDS hosts a polic
dialogue between academics and politicians an

overnmental top-brass including the Finance

inister to talk of poverty alleviation? The
Saturday dialogue bmuﬁiit out many edifying and
illuminating ts on the subject of poverty and
the reasons lor the failure so far of all 'poverty-
management' measures by the government. The
comments of the participants testified to their
bona fide as well-intentioned observers of the
poverty scene. And if the proceedings were taken
seriously by the government, as Mr Saifur
Rahman said it would, it could very well be the
beginning of a new governmental n%prnach to
poverty specially on two counts: channelling
much more money to the villages and to
Bangladesh's only eilicient agency ol production
— agriculture; and culting down drastically the
expenses incurred on the inefficient implemen-
tation of projects, very olten having little relation
Lo reality, designed to reduce the yawning eco-
nomic¢ gaps between the classes. The numerous
participants of the dialogue were one in empha-
sizing those two points.

In the history of the subcontinent two great
men broached the subject in a manner no one
else has. Mahatma Gandhi's work in the matter
had a diffuse and vast canvas that anticipated both
Schumacher's 'small is beautiful' and the present
world aspiration to an environment-friendly hu-
man society. Rabindranath's work involved both
theoretical understanding of a possible way out of
the problem and a practical attempt to test his
conclusions. It is sad that our planners and
politicians do not heed their knowledge and ex-
perience of our society in taking up questions
that had occupied the two great minds for the
whole of their lives.

Both Gandhi and Tagore would have none of
our consumeristic ways and, on top of pmachlr;ﬁ,
set up personal examples of lives spent wholly
free from wasteful practices. We Bengalees have a
model closer home in Tagore for how to go about
the business of eliminating poverty. He believed
in the poor people’s coming to discover their
own power and bre the poverty shackles all
by their own power. And he never believed bene-
ficiaries of p could ever work for the liqui-
dation of the source of their unjust well-being.

A democratic state, however, should make
uma easier by nurturing a people's government
C to intervene on the side of'‘the ]l::oor
thruu% Ftving them such breaks as would help
them to take off economically — something that
Professor Yunus and quite a number of NGOs have
been doing with varying d es of success.

A perpetual motion mac |
chimera patently for the reason that it would re-
%III‘E more in input than it would yield as output.

ur poverty-management aclions, have nearly all
been [utile experiments in such perpetual ma-
chines. Who could we depend on for reach the
-starting capital of a meaningfully active lile of
production and satisfaction to the deprived multi-
tude? Although proven best so far, it is nét that
the Yunus machine doesn't eat up a hefty part of
that capital. What then are the political parties
and their grassrools cadres for? To rake in the
votes of the unfed and give nothing in return?

Let us, without further delay, graduate to a
politics of poverty elimination. it wouldn't be a
small or easy job. All the same,, this has to be
achieved if we are to survive and build a truly
civilised and human society.

- When Restaurants
Refuse to Serve

The confusion created over the 72-hour strike
by the owners and employees of hotels and
restauranis across the country continues. The
version of the National Board of revenue (NBR)
and that of the Ba
Association (BROA) are so contradictory
meeting point between the two will really be dif-
[icult to lind out. As the two.sides are locked in a
no-win bargain for either party, it is the cus-
tomers who feel that the dislocation hurts them
most. But surely, the clientele's sufferings are
more immediate than the lun%—term loss and ac-
companying pangs to and lor the employees,
owners of eateries and the government.

If the most contentious issue is the Value
Added Tax (VAT), the other three demands of
the BROA also deserve careful consideration. The
question of prior notice for discontinuation of gas
and electricity supply leaves no scqpe for argu-
ment. As for the enhancement of the rate of rev-
enue on the utility services, the dictales of the
market forces must be obliged. Part of the second
point is a demand for extension of gas connection
to Rajshahi, Khulna and Barisal. The third point
stresses the need [or treating the business as an
industry and making available bank loan facilities
for hotels and restaurants. The last point is to en-
sure safety of lives for the employees and owners
and security for their business from terrorism.

Clearly, not everyone will agree on according
recognition of industrial status to eating places.
This does not and should not disqualify hotels
from getting bank loans. Expansion of the gas
connection network to other three divisions is a
pro 1 with tremendous merit — both econom-
ically and environmentally. But the most
outstanding demand to our mind is the one that
secks to eliminate terrorism from business. The
VAT will not be hurting those involved in the
business once they are required not to pay illegal
toll. VAT after all is a recognised practice E}r
governments in may countries for collection of
revenue. The point of discussion may be the rate
and making the payment procedure free of
bureaucratic tangles and corruption. The owners
and employees seem 1o be more interested in
dm.n% away with VAT itself insiead of seeing its
merit and asking for redress of their more
pressing problem of terrorism and extortion.

e continues to be a '
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ECENTLY,
R year, one of the cabi-
net ministers proclad-
med in a organised by
a cultural group that president
Ziaur Rahman by giving recog-
nition to Islam, the n of
the majority people, In the
Constitution of t Peoples
Republic of Bangladesh had
created a unique example of
religious harmony in the
country. | have nothing to dis-
pute with the contention of
the minister. Many of our

people, nay, practically a large
majority ol Bangladeshi believe
that our country is a land of
communal harmony. By saying
majority of the people, the
intellectuals who mould the
public opinfon are not also
¢xcluded. They too believe that
way. Our governments, present
and the past, always took real
ptide in declaring this country
as an ideal place of communal
harmony. In Bangladesh
Buddhists and Christians are
the harmless insignificant.
Hindus represent the bulk
chunk of religious minority
population,

If we consider the number
ol deaths in events of commu-
nal violences from 1947 in
India, the large neighbouring
country, the distu in
Pakistan and Bangladesh are
not worth mentioning. The
ones that took pi. = in these
two countries are also reac-
tions to the occurrences in
India.

From the tude, inten-
sity and frequencies of events,
one may say that a section of
people in India are more
communal than the ple in
Pakistan and Bangladesh.
However, it would not be
unfair to term the Indian
government to be communal in
com to the government
of the other two neighbours.

The constitution of India
embodies secularism, meaning
that religions have no role to
play in public affairs.
Secularistic character of a

The Role of Constitution in Communal Harmony

Protection or Equality —

constitution is a
the thesis that the state does
not discriminate between eitf-
:'I"Il on the basis of their be-
The constitution of Pakistan
declared the country to be an
Islamic Republie. How much
Islam the leaders of Pakistan
practised may be a matter to
be debated but there can be no
denial of fact that the believers
in Islam attained a special
status by such characterisation
of the constitultion.
Establishment of a spoeial
status of the Muslims in the
guide book of governance the
constitution, has automatically
given another special status for
the people that did not believe
in Islam. At least one religion
is mentioned In the
constitution: others are nol
worth to be mentioned in Lhe
sacred book.

e—a

One who does not feel

Hglous belief until the time the
late president Ziaur Rahman
thought it imperative for en-
suring communal harmony in
the country, as s now revealed
by a minister. Inclusion of
Bismillah ar Rahmanur Rahim
in the constitution by presi-
dent Zia and declaration of
Islam as the state religion
president Ershad did not in-
vite any communal disturbance
in the country.

It i1s evident at least in the
context of the sub-continent
that communal harmony has a
positive correlation that com-
munal harmony has a positive
correlation with religious
staties and the secular one has
a negative correlation. Under
the given situation, one may
feel templed to suggest thai
india should also give up its

India, il goes to power replac-
ing the secular Congress shall

be able to ensure much more
sceurity to the Musltm minor-
ity. There shall be less riots,
lcss killing, less violation of
the religious rights of the
Muslims in India. In the same
manner, {f Jamaat-e-Islami
comes to power in Bangladesh
there shall be still less com-
munal disturbances |In
Bangladesh. In recent days, we
have seen that where Jamaat
was active, less violences took
place.

By making India a Hindu
state and installing religious
political parties to r we
can attain better communal
harmony in this region. Should
we do it? | shall be for ‘No
Reasons are very simple.
During the carlier part of the

enslaved the black, full
and complete loyalty years.
Slaves enjoyed ection.
They enjoyed affection too.
South Africa became turmofled
when the black started asking

Inequals cannot fight each
other. The outcome of such
fighting is known. No one
fights for being defeated. A
sense of equality, true or false,

is a precondftion for any quar-
rel, fighting or war. Only the

the inequals fight. The
weak may spark. But for per-
petual struggle. there must be

a sense of equality. A boy of 10
will never fight a 20-year

young man. But a 15-year boy
may risk fighting the 20-year-
old rival,

The Hindus in Bangladesh

do not fight. They live in pro-

comfortable with the proposition that India should be declared a Hindu state does not

however feel that much uneasy when Bangladesh adopts the religion of the majority Muslims religion
ﬁmwmwmdﬂumﬂm&mmwmfeﬂm Bars

The background, reasons
and justifications of giving a
religious flavour to the consti-
tution of Pakistan, a country
created on the 'two nations
theory’ is quite understand-
able. Pakistan became the
homeland of the Indian
Muslims.

Pakistan, an Islamic
Republic, ensured better
communal harmony in terms
of killing, communal riots and
events ol disturbances than
India which preached secular-
ism. From the facts ol life and
events it can logically be said
that a religious state is better
than a secular state for pro-
tecting the minority interest,
life and property.

Bangladesh emerged as
secular country through a
bloody war fought primarily
between the Muslims. The
constitution of Bangladesh did
not provide any special status
for citizens on the basis of re-

secular attitude in terms ol
state principles and declare in
the preamble of the constitu-
tion that Hinduism shall be the
state religion. Do we want {t?
Why not (f that ensures
communal harmony in the re-
glon which is so vitally impor-
tant now in the context of
massive violence, loss of life
the region is experiencing
aflter the demolition of Babri
mosque by the fanatic Hindu
fundamentalists?

No sane person shall wel-
come such a proposftion. One
who does not feel comiortable
with the proposition ' "C
should be declared a Hindu
stale does not however feel
that much uneasy when
Bangladesh adopts the religion
of the majority Muslims as
staltc religion where about 20
per cent of the population do
not belong to that religion.

| am rsonally somehow
convinced that the BJP in

British rule in India, the law
and order sftuation was better,
Iffe was mere secured. The
British ruled us, we were gov-
erned. It was thelir responsi-
bility to protect us, we were
rotected. We had title right
ut no dearth of privileges.
They were our masters and we
carried out their orders. We
were their colony. We took
them to be superior species to
govern. During later days when
we became conscious of human
dignity and asked for our
rights, questioned the basis of
orders and quality of the same,
*he 'uw and order situation de-
. 1orated. We d their
command, we shouted, we vio-
lated the law — the law and
order situation went beyond
their control. The situation
was calm and peaceful so
the luperbrlll of the
ruler was acknowledged and
honoured. Same was the situa-
tion in South Alrica. The white

tective calmness and peace.
They have been migrating to
india in the darkness of night.
They have been migrating to
India from 1947 the -
cess is yet unhindered. %on

Hindus are not ring as-
sets, developing ustries in
like that of a s WM

own land, the land they own
for centuries. They constitute
15 per gent of the population,
almost = of the total human
rtmuré:. Muslims blame
them to be non-patriot.
Pakistan was created for the
Muslims of India. The division
of India was essential as the
Muslims in India considered
them to be a te nation.
By the creation of Pakistan the
Muslims in India lost, to a
great extent, the moral
strength of living in India.
They wanted land for
them. Hindus in Pakistan did
not opt for Pakistan nor did

what Comes First for Minorities?

by Mostafa Ameen

they do Rt for india. They did
not belleve in the ‘two nations

m:mmam-
india. They were living

of India had
enough reasons to do so.

Immediately after the partition
of India in 1947 there were
scale migration of Hindus
Musiims. But within 2-3

to Pakistan.
The Muslims in India have real
estates, iIndustries: invest
in India whatever save,
the Hindus and more,
They have not fight-

survive.

What is the sirengith the
Indian Muslims have that clls
them not to quit india and
what are the weaknesses the
Hindus in Bangladesh have that
indueed them to migrate to
India? Many may come up with
many reasons. Some te
from the Bible, nlhm‘}:m
the Gita.

But | would say that the
prime determining [actor is
the provisions of constitution.
indian constitution has guar-
anteed the equality of the
Muslims to the Hindus.

esh constitution has
made the Hindus uncquals to
the Muslims. India. by consti-
tution, is a secular state and
Bangladesh 18 a communal onc.
President Zia and president
Ershad have, in the language of
the minister, attributed to
communal harmony by induct-
ing religion in the constitution
of Bangladesh. The harmony
that they have ensured is the
harmony of calmness and
peace not of equality.

The writer Is a practising

lawwyer.

Japanese Media Management: A Male Preserve No More

Haruko K Watanabe writes from Tokyo

HE United Nations

Decade for Women

(1976-1985) saw wo-.
men journalists in Japan get
promoted to suchr positions as
editorial writers and editors ol
women's and family

But the proverbial glass

ceiling continue to keep
women from the top echelons

of ~dapan's powerful media -
- institutions.

Until ; that is.

Sankei Shimbun, one of
Japan's five national dailies
which have a combined circu-
lation of 3.1 million, recently
named a woman to head its in-
ternational news division.

Ms Keiko Chino says she
thought she finally made it
"only when my boss told me
5.5
“The joke {s that Sankei
must have big trouble like the
Social Democratic Party of
Japan if they had to promote a
woman to the top, " she adds.
SDPJ made history by electing
a woman, Takakoo Doi, to its
chair in 1986.

A survey by the Japan
Newspaper Publishers and

Editors Association shows that
1,502 women reporters wege
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Sir, An experience in Chi-
ttagong restores in me the
hope that if there is will there
must be a way out. That is from
the extreme hopelessness that
we [ind ourselves in while
looking around all aspects of
civic or national life.

The situation in Chittagong
city deteriorated in the past
and like in any other town
normal living became simply
difficult. The visible symptoms
were traflic jam, crammed
footpaths, unruly bus-stands
etc. The talk of a beautiful city
that Chittagong was at not so
distant past became a fairy tale.

A sincere civil servant, the
local police chief, has recently
started to do his job, some-
thing new in our present con-
text, and things have started to
happen. Believe it or not, now
you can take a walk in busy
streets of Chittagong without
being impeded by the hawkers
or the smell; you can drive a
car without fear of being
stranded by trallic jam created
by the compeling and uncaring
buses. The beauty of all this is
that the vehicle drivers and
rickshaw-pullers who are be-
having now under threat of se-
vere punishment, themselves
appreciate the measures.

M A Hagq
25 /E Green Road, Dhaka

Electronic media

Sir, This refers to the arti-
cles by S.M. Ali and Shah ASM
Kibria, on the 8th May in pagc
4 of The Daily Star, both con-
taining important suggcestions,
among other, that the Leader
of the House and the Prime
Minister should regularly at-
tend the sessions of the
Parliament and take part in its

debates on important issucs,
which will obviate the "actions

hired by newspapers and news
in J in 1992, up
29 per cent from such hirings
the previous year,
lHiowever, the percentage of
women in the news and editc -
rial departments of the
Associations 93 nwmber insti-
tutions remained a low 5.64,
For Ms Chino, the climb (o

the top look 25 years — du
hed

which, however, she notc

several firsts for women in
Japanese media.

Graduating from Waseda
University in 1967, she joined
Sanket Shimbun as news re-
porter on general assignment,
which is how Japanese journal-
ists usually get trained on the

job.

Alter two years she was
transferred to the Sankel
group’s evening tabloid Yukan
Fuji which carried mainly
sports and entertainment
news and catered to subway
and rail commuters. Since the
papcr depended on  street
sales rather than on subscrip-
tions, it had o compete
[iercely with the other
Labloids, exposing Ms Chino to
commercial journalism at its
toughest.

« For the paper, Ms Chino

of the Opposition parties from
taking disruptive tactics of
hartals and street rallies”. The
central issue of the su tions
made in the articles of both
Mr. Al and Mr. Kibria and also
which were ventilated a num-
ber of times in a large number
ol the dailics of Dhaka, scem Lo

have [allen on duck's back.
The other important sug-

gestion to [ree the Govern-
IIIEIIi-DWI‘lEd two Elﬂﬂtl’ﬂ“iﬂ'
media {rom the blatant misuse
by flushing the hackneyed
activitics and harangues of the
ministers, and to entrust the
managements of the TV and
the Radio to autonomous
bodies, {ree from govern-
mental control, in compliance
with their. pre-eclection pled-
ges, also seem to fall on deal
ear ol the government.

Do they have any strong and
cogent argument in their
lavour to rescind their own
contractual obligation, except
displaying a nonchalant arro-
gance? Does not these defi-
ances and indifferent attitudes
on the part of the ple's
government display a sad lack
of respect not only towards the
demands of their large number
of supporters and the general
public but also towards their
own pledge, which they volun-
tarily proffered after weighing
the substance of the issue.

Will some body give a satis-
lactory reply?

Nurun Nabi
150, East Raja Bazar, Dhaka-
1215,

To be a minister

Sir, When a commoner be-
comcs a minister, it is indecd
a matter of great honour, privi-
lege and fortune for him.
Everything changes with a
twinkle of an eye. He gets a
gorgeous house to live in, lecle-
phone sets are installed, cosy

The joke is that this Japanese newspaper must be in
big trouble to have placed c woman at the helm of its
international news division. In the male dominated

Japanese media, the appoiniment is

also wrote a column called
"People” which was a welcome
variation from the usual news
[are of crime and violence.
Because of the column, busi-
nessmen often brought the pa-
per home for their wives to
read.

At age 29 and on her sixth
year in journalism, Ms Chino
decided to go on leave of ab-
sence to study journalism and
politics at the University of
California using her own sav-
ings. In those days, age 29 was
the critical point at which a
Japanese career woman had to
make a final decision about giv-
ing up career for marriage.

Still with Sankef, Ms Chino
returned to the US in 1978 as
a Fulbright scholar at the
University of California and
Deorgetown University in
Washington, DC. While there,
she authored a few books, in-
cluding Crime News in

T ————— —— PR

furniture are furnished, gov-
ernment transports are pro-
vided, personal staff and
guards are posted.

He presides over meetings
and conferences, inaugurates
seminars and fairs makes tour
of foreign countries one after
another. He can also perform,
if so desired, Umrah Hajj at
the expense of the public ex-
chequer. Life really becomes
meaningful and charming for
him. Everywhere he goes he is
greeted and applauded by all.
He gets little time to meet his
friends, relatives and poor

eople. Everybody runs after
but he runs from them all.

Under the circumstances,
he may think himself to be
indispensable, most efficient
and learned. But he may also
fail to understand that one da
he shall have o quit his posi-
tion. And then — all the com-
molion is over.

O 11 Kabir
Dhaka-1203

World body and
“human problem

Sir, The Serbs are killing
their neighbours, raping their
woman folks and the world is
waiting to implement UN reso-
lution. What a situation!

The Muslims are being
denied of basic human right of
scif-defence. One-sided arms
embargo has been imposed
upon the weak Muslims while
their killers are getting regular
supply of heavy arms. Whither
justice?

Had their been a fight be-
tween the equals, still we
would have called for an im-
mediate ceascfire. But what is
shocking |s that when thou-
sands are being killed in
Bosnia and Serb leaders arc
constantly refusing to*sign the
pcace accord, the world na-
tions have become spectators

America, Single Women (n
Washington DC and Breeze
Jrom America which were pub-
lished in Japanese.

The last book has been
designated as a junior high
school subtext to introduce
Japanese youth to American
society and {ts minority

groups.
join the

Ms Chino did not
international news division of
Sankei until 1985. But from
there it was a fast and leg-

rise.

She was named sub-editor
of the division the following
year, then became the paper’s
first woman foreign corre-
spondent 12 months later. Her
first assignment was to Manila
to cover the administration of
the Philippines’ first woman
president, Corazon C Aquino.
Sarisari, Hole-Halo Report
Jrom Manila, a book for young
readers on such diverse sub-

and abelt'ors of the erime!

It is now my firm belief
that had there really been any
sincerity on the part of USA in
stopping the killing, Serbs
would have no other alterna-
tive but to accept the peace
plan at the first opportunity.

Md Saleem Ullah
77. Motijheel C/A, Dhaka

Sir, The letter on child
labour published in your es-
teemed on May 14, is in-
teresting. Prior to Industrial
Revolution the child labour was
instrumental in developing
capital for the entrepreneurs.
Are our entrepreneurs still in
the Medieval Age and require
support of "child labour” for
capital, if not profit? If not,
then why they employ those
and inhumanely treat them at
the workplace? The children
are already suffering from mal-
nutrition. Will not become
victims of diseases due to over
work and, at times, exposure
to an unhealthy workplace, and
finally become a burden on the
society? Answers to the ques-
tions have to be thought of.

Our society has not yet been
so enlightened that a family
would tolerate women being
out of the house at night even
if she is an earning woman,
Apart from economic and so-
cial reasons, absence of women
from the house would deprive
a family from her in-house ser-
vices and at the same time the
male earning members would
be deprived of help they need,
to prepare themselves for the
next day's work. The economic
solvency will buy family
disharmony, and consequently
social imbalance. So the legis-
lator's thought it wise to re-
strict night work by women.

Abdul Awal,
5, Arambagh, Dhaka

~

jects as street children,
Japeyukis [Filipin women go-
ing to Japan as entertainers
and sex workers) and the
Santo Nino (the Christ Child).
Her next “first” for
Japanese women in media was
her appointment as Sankel's
New York Bureau Chief in
1990. The Gulf War, Asians in
New York and the Peruvian
presidential elections in which
Japanese-Peruvian Alberto

 Fujimori won were just three
of

r major story serials.

Ms Chino credits her suc-
cess to the momentum created
by the UN Decade for Women
in opening up opportunities

for women, and her ceaseless
pen-pushing even when she
was on leave and free to study.
"Keep writing," was her su-
pervisor's advice when she
first left for the US, and she
had taken this to heart.

From childhood. Ms Chino

had loved reading newspapers

and meeting people, and still
gets thrilled to get information

firsthand. "l am not fit for
money-making,” she tells
Depthnews. :

She does not see hersell
a drastic change in the

international news pages. "l
will try to add a wood block 1o
the blockhouse which previous
editors have built,” she says.

Keiko Chino does hope
make Sankeia strong in news-
features compared with such
national dailies as Asahi and
Yomiuri which are regarded as
"department stores” of news.

Sankei is generally consid-
ered a conservative paper for
small business-owners but Mr
Chino thinks it has a certain
personality that sets it apart
from the other major dailies.
"Read it and see the differ-
ence,” she says.

— Depthnews Asia

OPINION

The new Vice-Chancellor of
Dhaka University Professor
Emajuddin Ahmed deserves
the praise (his speech dated
10th May, '93) from all of us,
and the guardians for
spelling out the need for an
academic calendar. The sec-
ond editorial of The Daily Star
of 12th May while congratulat-
ing Prof Ahmed had expressed
some genuine fears in its im-
plementation in view of the
volatile situations on the cam-
pus from time to time. In the
first instance, we may discuss
about the issue of a calendar,
and thereafter the three sets
of hurdles namely the strikes
and hartals, violence and
armed conflict on the campus,
and the postponement of ex-
aminations may be examined.

In all the developed coun-
tries, and many of the third
world countries, detailed cal-
endars are issued for the
whole year, and these are
strictly adhered to. In view of

our closeness to the British
system of education, we may

refer to the calendars issued
by any of the affiliated colleges
of the University of London,
such as the LSE, Kings College
or the SOAS. The whole aca-
demic year Is composed of
three terms, namely the
Michaelmas, Lent and the
Summer terms, and each one
of these Is composed of ten
weeks (thirty weeks in a year).
There is a long vacation in
summer (July to September),
and two shorter vacations after
the Michaelmas and Lent
terms. The three vacations in
all take about twentythrec
weeks. There are specific
provisions, that the new aca-
demic year shall begin on the
first Monday of October, and
that the examinations will be
held on the third Wednesday
J of May, and the results will be
declared on the last Thursday
of June,
For each subject or sub-sub-

Q-._ﬂ the number of teaching

_ﬂ

Academic Calendar
Shahabuddin Mahtab

hours are clearly laid down. As
for example, ten lecture hours
are allotted to the Economic
History of Japan, twenty lec-
tures for the Political History
of Modern Europe, and ten
hours for Industrial Psychology
and so on. The dates and hours
of the tutorial sessions are also

indicated in the calendar. The
whole exercise and its strict

adherence, keeps the students
on their toes, and they are also
forewarned about the course
and the timely examinations.
The honours courses including
the final publications of the re-
sults are done in three years
time, and not five to seven
years, as is the case with us.

If there is a hartal or a vio-
lence on the campus the lost
lecture hours may be made up
by the teacher concerned by
taking extra classes in the day
time/evening/Fridays or holi-
days. The other lecturers
should go on as scheduled.

The spread out ol the exam-
inations must be for the mini-
mum number of days (say
scven to ten days). Preferably
there should be examinations
for two papers each day.

The publication of the re-
sults is now taking two to
seven months. There is abso-
lutely no reason why the re-
sults cannot be published in
four to six weeks' time,

The campus violence is a
complicated issue. This can
only be solved il the political
parties genuinely desired it to.
There seems to be no other
wiry

During the last (wo
decades, there have been im-
mense suflering and loss to the
students, their guardians and
the nation as a whole. The pre-
sent trend has deprived us of
the able leaders and scholars
of tomorrow.

The publication of calendars
by all the Universities is just a
small step for us, but a right

one. _}J{




