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Curtain falls on East Asian Games oo Foeoh O

SHANGHAI, May 18: The
first East Asian Games closed
in Shanghai on Tuesday alter
10 days of second-rate sport

overshadowed by a propaganda
blitz from the host China, re-

ports Reuter.

From the o spectacu-
lar on May 9 to the fi-
nal medal, the nine-day meet
was a Chinese display of ath-
letic might and organising
skills before the September
vole on Beijing's bid for the
2,000 Olympics.

The hosts ended with 105
gold medals, almost two-thirds
of all the victories on offer.

Japan, China's nearest rival
but still far behind, ended with
guguldn. while third-ranked

th Korea had 23. North
Korea had 10, Talwan six, and
Hong Kong had one. Mongolia
made do with one silver and
sixteen bronzes, Macau with
one bronze and special guest
Guam went home empty-
handed.
~ The final gold went home

empty-handed.

The final gold went to Yu
Zhuocheng of China, who won
the men's three-metre spring-
board diving event with char-
acteristic s = outscor-
ing second-place Chinese
teammate Lisdeliang by 40
points with a final score of
737.60. ’

South Korea's men's soccer
squad won the other major
event on Tuesday, securing
first place after battling to a 1-

1 draw against fierce rivals.

Basketball double

- for hosts

, SHANGHAI, May -18: The
Chinese men's basketball team

held on to snatch gold from

South Korea at the East Asian
Games here Monday, as the
host nation took its gold medal

tally beyond the 100 mark, re-
ports AFP

Asian champions China
charged back from a slow start
to down South Korea 82-79 af-
ter a nail-biting finish in the
men's basketball final — adding
to their women's victory on

Sunday.

China struggled hard to
overcome an early deficit

against the fast moving South
Koreans to lead 40-37 at hall-

North Korea.

Coaches from several coun-
tries said the quality of compe-
tition had been lack lustre,
with a number of teams field-
ing second-rate players while
national sporting stars pre-

of China's best were training
for the national games in
September.

"Usually, an athlete can
reach his peak only once a
rw.ﬂ -

Juan Antonio Samaranch,
president of the International

pared for more established

|

women’s one-metre springboard at the first East Asian

Games in S
total score of 279.50.

meets.

“They couldn’t be at their
top form here,” Shang
of the Chinese Athletics
Association told local reporters

unyondny.mtt:uthltmw

ai on May 17. Rao won the

Xiutang

gold with a
— AFP photo

Olympic Committee, was feted
like a head of state when he
arrived for the opening cere-
mony. Officials even built a
special luxury toilet in the
stadium's VIP section.

"Shanghai fully supports
Beijing's bid” was one of the
many pro-Olympic messages
on banners across the city's
narrow streets. Organisers said
China could pull off an even
better show if Beijing got the
Olympics.

He Zhenliang, who heads
the Beffing bidding team and is
president of the Council of
East Asfan National Olympics
Committee, said the East Asian
Games had "fully demonstrated
the outstanding organisational
ability of Shanghai,” the
Shanghal Star newspaper said
on Tuesday.

Organisers from the North
Korean capital of Pyongyang,
hosts for the next East Asian
Games In 1995, were now
here to be found, though the
Star quoted "sources” as say-
ing the secretive Stalinist state
planed to invite 2,500 athletes
and officials.

For some of Shanghai's 12
million people, the first games
have been a headache of
Irksome restrictions. City au-
thorities ordered sweeping
traffic bans, staggered work
hours and arranged a clean-up
‘that gave the city with an un-
characteristic sparkle.

"In other places, interna-
tional meets are always fun and
lively,” sald one Taiwan busi-
nessman working in Shanghai.
"Here, they ban cars, order
people to stay home and watch
the games on television, and

generally close everything |

down.

A 32-year-old Shanghati
storekeeper was more practi-
cal, suggesting that since the
city government had ordered
that the games be a success,
there was little to discuss.

‘"That's the way they want it.
And it makes us all look good."

MEDALS TABLE
Following is the final
medals table for the first East
Asian Games, which ended in

G B B T
China 105 74 34 213
Japan 25 37 25 117
South Korea 23 28 40 91
North Korea 10 20 24 54
Chinese-Taipei 6 5 19 30

HongKong 1 2 8 11

Mongolia - 1 16 17
,h - - 1 1
Guan, - - - .
Total 170 167 197 534

Anglo-Australi

the cricketing
world will be me-
asuring each oth-
er's strength
when the inter-
national season opens in the
current summer with
three one-day matches for the

three is scheduled for May

May 21 while the third on
23 al Lord’s, London.

The two sides are
par so far as the
they met each other
maitches 52

wining the Charms Trophy

when Muhammad Azharuddin-

and his men bounced back to
win the last two matches.

England’'s miseries contin-
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“Oldest rivals in

rules of the competition the
tied second match was cred-
ited to them — the first was
won by England and the third
by Australia. But the fairest re-
sult would have been a drawn
scries.

AL present both the teams
have a new look about them,
new faces have since
sclectors on both sides have
clearly opted for fresh blood to
replace the old guards.
Australia have four rockies: and

established names like Dean .

Jones, Tom Moody, Geoff
Marsh, Bruce Reid, Greg
Matthews and Mike Whitney
are mis from the touring
squad of 17. Two of the new

GRAHAM GOOCH
comers, Matthew Haydén and
Michael Slater, both 22, are al-
ready amongst runs in the pre-
liminary matches and it would
not surprise me if they suc-
ceed In dis vice-cap-
tain Mark Taylor from the
opening slot in the one-day
matches.

Either of the two freshman
pace bowlers, Wayne
Holdsworth and Brendon
Julian, will possibly be teamed
up with experienced C
McDermott, Merv Hughes
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lan Tgxaco Tro

By A M Chowdhury _
83 tell their own story. Allan

Border, the highest run-getter
in Test cricket (10,262 to be
exact) is still the lynch-pin of
Australian batting and in lim-
ited over matches he can
sometimes be the ‘murderer’
of any bowling. Damien Martin,
considered by many as the
most exciting Australian bat-
ting prospect, is yet to flourish
to his potentials. lan Healy,
possessing a safe pair of hands
behind the stumps, is an ac-
complished batsman and 1t is
always a comlorting thought
for the upper-order batsmen
that he is there at No 7.

The Australian line-up ap-
pears to be a balanced mixture

ALLAN BORDER
of youth and experience and

their performances in the
early tour matches clearly
indicate their intentions of
reviving their morale at the
expense of the Englishmen,
who after their sorry Asian
plight, are likely to be vulner-
able customers.

English selectors seem to
have realised at long last the
realities and despite the ru-
moured come-back stories of
David Gower and lan Botham,
they have come up with new

faces in Lthe team for the
Texaco Tro maiches.
Could this be taken as a

of their departure from the
time old conservative ap-
proach? The retention of
Graham Gooch as the tain
was rather inevitable at the
moment. But he has been
named captain for the half of
the series, which in effect
means that the selectors have
kept the option open.

The inclusion of the young
and promising Mark Lathwell,
the dashing opening batsman,
and solid middle order bats-
man Graham Thorpe add fresh

outhful exuberance to the

tting line-up which will, to a
great extent, rely for solidity
on Robin Smith, Alec Stewart,
CGraeme Hick and Neil
Fairbrother. Mark Ramprakash
has lately been called up due to
injury sustained by Neil
Fairbrother, whose capability

phy: A previgw_

in limited owver matches is a
definite point of strength.
In the disastrous Asian tour
* Robin Smith and Graeme Hick
stood out above all and these
two are going to be very tough
customers for the Aussie at-
tack. Graeme Hick has by now
got over the initial ‘teething
trouble’ and can now be con-
sidered to be a leading bats-
man of present-day cricket.

The all-round capability of
Chris Lewis, Paul Jarvis and
Derek Pringle would add to
England’s strength. The recall
of Derek Pringle, against
whose accurate gentle pace
bowling quick run getting is
difficult, adds to the experi-
ence of the team ard in
English condition he had al-
ways proved himselfl useful in
the past.

Either, Dominic Cork, who
made an impressive debut
against Pakistan (1 for 37 in
Il overs] last summer, or
Andrew Caddick. the 8 ft. 5 in.
clone of Sir Richard Hadlee,
shall assist Paul Jarvis, Chris
Lewis and Derek Pringle.
Richard Illingworth will be
there for variation. The omis-
sion of Philip DeFreitas speaks
of the selectors’ look out for
young talents.

On paper English bowling
appears rather suspect, lack-
ing in experience and sharp-
ness. But one should remem-
ber that Paul Jarvis was fairly
impressive on placid Indian
wickets. His, as well as Derek
Pringle’s, ability to move the
ball will prove effective on
swinging conditions of home
wickets.

From the above analysis it is
obvious that there is not much
to choose. It is always difficult
to beat the Englishmen on
their home grounds, and this
is rather true in one-dayers
than in the Tests. Moreover,
instant cricket is a game on
the day and it would be inap-
propriate to make any predic-
tion.

But one prediction can
safely be made and that is, the
three one-dayers are going to
be keenly contested and one-
day thrills will be plentiful.
Graham Gooch has the unenvi-
able task of effecting a resur-
gence of English cricket and
wipe ofl the ‘brown wash' suf-
fered during the winter. Allan
Border will also be no less
keen to set the tempo for the
ensuing battle for the Ashes.
When the two old rivals meet,
ericket can not but be exciting
and enthralling

Postscript: | would like to
cormect a wrong statistical data
given in my write-up on the
Pakistan-West [ndies series
published on May 13. Wasim
Akram took nine wickets (not
seven as mentioned) for 358 at
an average of 39.77.
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VAIL, Colo. May 18: Monica
Seles, from a stab-
bing attack by a spectator ear-
lier this month, will not play in
the French Open, reports AP.

"She's withdrawing from
the French today (Monday),”
Stephanie Tolleson of Interna-
tional Management Group told
the Roc Mountain News.
Tolleson said an update on
the 19-year-old Yugoslav star's
condition would probably be
released Tuesday.

The injury to her shoulder,
sustained during a tournament
in Hamburg, Germany, on May
7, could also force the world's
No. 1 female player to miss
Wimbledon. She's recuperating
at the “Steadman-Hawkins
Clinic in Vail.

Steffi Grafl of Germany re-
places Seles as the top seed in
the French, Open, which be-
gins Monday. Seles has won
three consecutive titles in the
Grand Slam event.

Becker without

a coach again

FRANKFURT, May. 18: Boris
Becker and his Austrian coach
Guenter Bresnik have parted
company, leaving the German
tennis star without a coach one
week before the French Open,
reports AP, '

Becker's manager lon Tiriac
said in a statement released
Monday that Becker and
Bresnik ended their partner-
ship as of Sunday by "mutual

agreement.” :

Becker hired Bresnik dur-

ing the US Open in September
and the Austrian became his
fifth coach. Bresnik also is the
coach of the Austrian Davis Cup
team. _

The German then won in-
door tournaments in Basel,
Switzerland, and Paris, and the
ATP Tour World Championship
in Frankfurt last year, followed
by titles at the Dubai Open and
in Milan earlier this year.

But he has had a disastrous
clay-court season, failing to ad-
vance beyond the third round
in five tournaments.

Arbachakov puts
WBC crown
on line

TOKYO, May 18: Russian

champion Yuri Arbachakov will |

defend his World Boxing
Council flyweight title against
top-ranked challenger Ysaias
Zamudio of the United States
ih Kobe, western Japan. on
July 16, Arbachakov's manager
said Monday, reports AP.
_ Arbachakov, based in Japan,
is the first fighter from the
former Soviet Union to win a
professional world title. He
will fight Zamudio at the WBC's
request, manager Mack Kane-
hira said.

Zamudio, a 24-year-old
fighter from California, is the
WBC's No. ] contender.

It will be the 26-year-old '|

Arbachakov's third defence of
the title he won from Muang-
chal Kittikesem of Thailand
last June 23 in Tokyo with an
eight-round knockout.

Arbachakov told a news
conference Monday that "he
will knock out the American
challenger by the fourth or
fith round at the latest.

Arabachakov, winner of Lhe
1989 World Cup amateur box-
ing championship in Moscow,
said of Zamudio: "] watched a
fight of his on videotape, and 1
thought he is a skillful boxer
with a strong heart.”

GOTHENBURG,
May 18: Sweden
won the world
table tennis title
for the third suc-
cessive time wh-
en they overcame China 3-1
despite a shock defeat for
Olympic champion Jan-Ove
Waldner here on Monday,
reports AFP.

Waldner, widely regarded as
the best player in the world,
led 15-10 in the final game
against Ma Wenge but was un-
able to contain an inspired
spell of attacking by the World
Cup winner and went down
21-14, 14-21, 22-20.

However. he returned to
the table about an hour later
and complete the host coun-
try's triumph, to the ecstasy of
6,000 spectators, by succeed-
ing in another three-game
thriller against defender Wang
Hao.
All four contests went the
full distance in what was the
best men's team final since
Hungary caused a shock by
winning in 1979. ;

Indeed underdogs China
played so well they could ecasily
hake brought down the
favourites and title holders. -

Wang Hao, who played with
courage imagination de-
spite his two dcleats was des-
- perately close to winning the
opening encounter when he
led a nervous Peter Karlsson by
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Sweden retain world title

a game and 19-16,

Had he taken that, and had
the final gone to a fifth matech
as looked more than possible,
China would have become
favourites to cause and upset
with the brilliant Ma Wenge

sscheduled to play the decider
against Karlsson.

Instead Karlsson, playing in
his first world team final,
found his range against Wang
Hao with his forehand loop fol-
low-ups just when it seemed
too late,

Three times he seored
winners as he snatched five
points on the trot and the sec-
ond game 21-19. |

After that the .mood of the
contest changed, with
Karlsson less tense, and al-
though Wang Tao pulled back a
third game deficit of 3-10 to
13-13, another solid spell of
forehand  loop attacking saw
the Swede home.

The inclusion of Karlsson —
the only regular leading player
to go through the team even
unbeaten — caused the world
champion Jorgan Persson to
be relegated to the number
three position and only one
match. ,

But that match proved as
crucial as the others because

Persson had to save two game
points against Wang Tao — a
player once discarded by one
of the lesser known clubs in
the Swedish league.

The burly, flat-hitting left-
hander was a revelation on a
night during which all three
Chinese players played close to
the limit of their abflities.

Wang Tao led 21-10 and
22-21 in the first game and
was not overcome until he had
dragged the very best back-
hand-hitting and forehand-
looping from the world cham-
pion near the end of the
match. The score was 26-24,

16-21, 21-186. .

Waldner, who had been so
brilliantly out-hit by Ma Wenge
in the night's second en-
counter, was nevertheless re-
silient enough to resist an-
other audacious challenge to
his supremaey in the crucial
fourth match.

Halfway through the third
game of 'his 21-16, 17-21, 21-
13 victory over Wang Hao the
Olympic champion began to
find the angles to streich his
opponent wider on each wing.
But it still teok many long and
hard-worked rallies to finish
him off.

“For me it was the mental
strength of our players that -

" won ft for us,” said Sweden's

team manager Anders
Thundstrom after his last
match in charge.

“It's very special for us to
win the world title in Sweden,
but always diflicult to win
when you are favourites.”

r- GOTHENBURG,
Sweden, May 18:
Europe's leading
table tennis offi-
cial called for the
games ruling bo-
dy to reconsider the ban on

wants ITTF to

ues used to stick rubbers to

ts while the move also came
under fire from leading players
on Monday, reports Reuter.

European Table Tennis
Federation (ETTU) president

Ehms Shen Lian Feng in action in the final of the

women'’s singles badminton against compatriot Lin Xiao
Ming at the first East Asian Games in Shanghai on May
17. Shen won the gold beating Lin 11-3, 11-7. — AFP pheto
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Hans Wilhelm Gaeb said the in-

ternational federations (ITTF)
move last week to ban the
glues for health reasons had
been without sufficient
research and should be post-
poned for a year.

Sweden's world champion
Jorgen Persson, who is in-
volved in the CTTP Union
which re nts the players,
crlticl.scdprtcl:: dei:iliuﬁ Ifct:r
his team had won the men's
team title,

We are all disappointed. We
showed tonight how good table
tennis can be. We could never
have plaxvcd like that without
the ghue.

The players’' union was due
to meet today to discuss the
controversial decision which
was announced by ITTF presi-
dent Ichiro Ogimura after a
council last .

Gn:bml:.iitfngﬂu mhich
will come into effect on
September 1, threatened the
future of the "

I'was one of the first people
to sp out for a restriction

on glues for health reasons. But

this has been decided by de-
cree without proper discus-
sion. The players have been
left not knowing what to do,
Gaeb said.

We must get rid of danger-
ous glues but at the same time
we can't make a decision
which couild ruin the sport and
ireat the players as though
they have no common sense.

"The ETTU believes the
move showld be put off for 12
months while the details are

-discussed properly.”

The ITTF is concerned
about the use of toxic glues
which can be a health hazard
because of the fumes. The
ITTFs equipment committee-
recommended the glue should
be replaced by a double-side
adhesive sheet or a pre-coated
rubber.

Glueing-up is the practice
of using saoft glue to restick

rubbers to bats about 30 min-
utes before matches to in-
crease the speed of serves.
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A WITCH SOME TIME AGO, BUT | BECAME DISEN-

CHANTED.

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: T equals L
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ptoquip is a substitution ciphe

r in which one

letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it

equal O thr
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