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Washington and UNFPA

In a welcome change of the US policy, the
Clinton administration has just announced the re-
sumption of funding for the United Nations popu-
lation programme, better known as UNFPA. The
ban on Washington's financial support to the UN
agency which had come into effect in 1986, de-
priving it of $230 million from its annual budget,
was the then Republican government's signal of
its opposition to abortion. There was little doubt
that abortion and what Washington regarded as
"coercive methods” were allegedly part of na-
tional family planning programmes which re-
ceived financial and technical assistance from UNFPA

The long seven- year ban had caused a serious
setback to the UN agency to provide services (o
such populous countries as China, India,
Bangladesh and Pakistan, and, indeed, to several
African nations*where the UNFPA's work goes far
beyond mere control of population and extends to
many related issues. The resumption of the US
funding, which may turn out to be a great deal
more than $230 million for the annual budget if
extra-budgetary support for special projects are
included, should put a new lease of life in the
population planning in developing countries.

As expected, the end of the US ban on funding
for UNFPA is not without conditions. According
to a State Department official, Washington still
regards China's birth control policy, which limits
couples to a single child, as coercive and would
not give funds for family planning in the world's
most populous country. However, in what looks
like another welcome departure from the past
policy. the US officials have expressed their will-
ingness to engage in a debate on abortion at the
UN population conference scheduled to be held
in Cairo next year, a debate that may underscore
Washington's support for "reproductive choice,
including access to safe abortion." Let us hope
that the debate will be as substantive as the con-
ference itself.

While one welcomes the resumption of the US
funding for UNFPA for obvious reasons, we cannot
overlook several significant factors which influ-
enced the control of population — or, to use a
more acceptable expression, family planning — in
many countries. There was a definite decline in
the growth rate, to varying degrees, in many
Asian countries, including Bangladesh. This suc-
cess could be attributed to several reasons, such
as the result of earlier drive put in while the
agency had enough funds for wide- ranging activi-
ties, strong local initiatives, especially by non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) and, last but
not the least, the dynamic leadership provided to
the agency by its Executive Secretary, Nafis
Sadeq. We hope that these factors which brought
much success to the UNFPA's activities will, in
effect, get a new boost when Washington re-
emerges as perhaps a major contributor to the

agency, instead of creating a complacency in the

New York- based organisation.

In this context, there should be a careful re-
view of China's population policy at its present
phase. The impressive decline in the country's
growth rate, now just over one per cent, has
made demographers conclude that by the. next
century, it will be India, not China, which will be
the world's most populous country. Has China

been still using "coercive methods"? Here, cur-

rent reports available from various parts of the
vast country are far from uniform. There are also
indications that under internal compulsions,
China is no longer insisting on couples to have
only one child, be it a boy or a girl. There are
qualifications being made to this rule, mainly to
ensure that China does not run short of a young
labour force by the first quarter of the next cen-
tury. It is important for Washington which has a
strong presence in Beijing to take a good look at
the demographic scene in China before it joins
the Cairo conference nexti year.

Three Cheers for
Wijetunga

In an unprecedented statement— almost
unique by prevailing political standards— Shri
Lanka's new President has said that he is
“unhappy” with the absolute power carried by his
office and that he is contemplating a constitu-
tiomal debate on the subject.

A report appearing in a Colombo paper, the
Sunday Observer, Dingiri Banda Wijetunga has
even offered to set up a parliamentary select
committee which may suggest how the "country
can democratise [urther."

Then, he says, repeating a popular axiom, but,
sadly enough, never admitted by a head of a gov-
ernment (until he or she is thrown out of office]),
"Power corrupts. | believe in moderation."”

Wijetunga has identified one of the major prob-
lems facing the island state that once came so
close to becoming as prosperous as Singapore.
The problem centred on authoritarianism of suc-
cessive administrations, starting with that of oth-
erwise brilliant Solomon Bandaranaike whose ill
thought-out policies set the process of national
disintegration in motion. From then on, one
tragedy followed another for the island nation.

On the face of it, the 71-year old President
seems an unlikely saviour of a strife-torn nation.
But, then, history has produced heroes and
heroines from nowhere, who, often with hesitant
steps, have rescued their people from despair
and defeats. Wijetunga has just shown that he is
capable of doing his thinking. He may also be ca-

ble of taking his own initiatives, without caring

or his personal power. One hopes that such an
‘initiative will extend to the problem of Tamil in-
surgency and, when this happens, the rebels will
make their appropriate, and positive response.
We wish the President of Shri Lanka every success.

N a cold day of January
19800 in Chandigarh a
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inar on the judiclary shouted
that the Chiefl Justice of Pu
and Haryana was
remark made me feel as f
some one the Y.

r a tm ity that
enveloped the high courts and
the Supreme Court. In support
of his charge, he gave me an
official audit note, which told
about the corruption of V.
Ramaswamy, b then a
Supreme Court ,

Little did I rglllu then that
my news story on the charge
made would one day snowball
into Indfa's first tm hment
motion tah priest in
the judiciary. The story was
straight and direct. [t said:

"A Supreme Court judge,
Justice V. Ramaswamy, has
spent more than Rs. 27 lakh
on furniture, electrical appli-
ances and telephones at his
residence while serving as
Chiel Justice of Punjab and
Haryana High Court for two
years. This abnormal expendi-
ture — Rs. 13.4] lakh on furni-
ture and Rs. 13.61 lakh on
telephone — has been brought
out in an audit note sent to the
Chandigarh admintstration...."

Indrajal Singh, an activist
lawyer at the Supreme Court,
followed up the disclosure and
pursued it relentlessly along
with some other lawyers till it
caught the public eye. The first
resolution of the Supreme
Court demanding an inquiry
against Rairaswamy came only
on February 1, |L ' showing
our diffidence on joining issue
even on matters where the
instances of corruption are
listed in an auditor's note. The
tortuous procedure for im-
peachment took another two
years.

Between the first story ap-
pearing on January 28, 1990,

HE SAARC Charter took

a broad view of regional

cooperation. This coop-
eration was not seen simply as’
bilateral agreements between
two states in the region.
Regional cooperation envis-
aged by the founders of SAARC
encompassed some progra-
mmes of actions and politics as
would collectively uplift the
economic conditions of the
greatest number of people
living in all SAARC countries
and make the entire region a
zone of peace, prosperity and
security. It was not to be
bilateral cooperation from
which one state or two would
benefit while another SAARC
state or states would suffer or
be pushed into greater
hardships as a result.

The SAPTA (South Asian
Preferential Trade Agreement]
signed after the latest SAARC
summit was erroncously de-
scribed by some commentators
as heralding such broad-based
regional cooperation. First of
all, it should be clear in our
minds that SAPTA is still a
proposal which has to be
tested. The Heads of State who
attended the summit only
agreed .to explore the poten-
tialities of SAPTA. The poten-
tial of SAPTA lies in the future.
It will require painstaking ne-
gotiations at each step, one
commodity after another.
These negotiations may
progress or may not progress,
Business leaders in smaller
South Asian countries have
purported their fears that even
if SAPTA makes some headway
it may ultimately bring much
greater gains for the most
powerful economy in the re-
gion, India, followed by
Pakistan whereas foresee
smaller SAARC countries gain-
ing little relatively from
SAPTA. At any rate, we car in
no way consider SAPTA the
model for immediate large
scale regional cooperation of
the type which can bring the
greatest good to the greatest
number of people in the re-
gion.

What then is the area where
wider cooperation on the
spirit of SAARC can fetch all
round benefits for the largest

address.

Pakistan's political
crisis

Sir, How pitch-black clouds
being condensed gradually in
the political sky of Pakistan
caused dissolution of {ts
National Assembly by president
Golam Is
neighbour, we also feel con-
cerned. How Mr Golam Isha-
que Khan seemingly a hostage
of bureaucracy, is playing
constitutional triviality one
after another, and as a result
situation there is going to be
more critical day by dayl Many
of the analysts expressed their
fear for a farther military inter-
ference. It also means that all
the people of Pakistan have
been hypothecated to the fancy

of a person! The president as it

scems, {inds PPP and Muslim
League against each other to
meet his own end.

We think, this political in-
stability will make Pakistan a
politically

soon. If that so, regional
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Will Impeachment Reform Judiciary?

W
The following article by our guest columnist was received here after the Indian Supreme
Court Judge V. Ramaswamy had resigned. Although the article may seem out of date, we are
publishing it in view of some significant questions raised in this column by Mr. Nayar.

and the motion of impeach-
ment coming before the Lok
Sabha, three years and three
months have gone by. No
doubt, the process consumed
too much time and {t needs to
be shortened. But in the case
of Ramaswamy, the wheels of
ustice moved -hnurmz.lj slow

cause many in the judiciary
and the government helped
him. There were even ecflorts
to divide the different ranks
into north and south. One
Union Minister is still going
about saying that ‘'such misde-
MEANOrs Are cCoOmMMOn Among
ministers. It is a sad commen-
tary on the integrity of central
ministers.

Still more reprehensible
has been the continuation of
Ramaswamy on the bench,

even after several instances of
his corruption coming to light.

Many appeals to him by his
colleagues and even a Supreme
Court bench not to function
were of no avail. Chiel Justice
Sabyasachi Mukherjee, who
died of heart failure in the
midst of his tenure, was the
only one to have stopped allot-
ting work to Ramaswamy. But
his successors did not.
Parliament should consider
a legislation to suspend a judge
against whom there is a prima
facie case of corruption. Such a
law is there for government
servants. Once a judge is exon-
erated, he can come back and
claim his senfority and arrears

of salary.
Ramaswamy should
have stopped functioning on

his own goes without saying
Allegations of corruption in
black and white against judges
constitute a serious indiet-
ment. But there s also a moral
side to the whole affair. If the
ethical considerations inher-
ent in public behaviour become
dim, and in some cases beyond
the mental grasp of the judges,
the dividing line between
moral and Iimmoral gets
erased. Not only Ramaswamy fs
guilty on this count, but all
those who have tried to cover
his gullt.

And what 18 the sanctity of

three-judge committee which
the then Specaker, Rabi Ray,
designated to go into the al-
fairs of Ramaswamy. It is no
use fnding fault with one at-
torney general or the other
the entire system has become
effete.

The three-judge committee
has been forthright in its con-
clusion and has gone on to
record how Ramaswamy
‘'misused’ his official authority
in a 'habitual and willful man-
ner’. The committee has found
him guilty of ‘'moral turpitude’
and considered him unfit’ for

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

Egmrntl which Ramaswany
deltvered when his corrup-
tion was public. Every verdict
of his will be continue to be
doubted. Those who have lost
will harbour the suspicion that
they did not get a fair deal. Will
there be a review of his
ju ments?

e, some conscientious
lawyers refused to appear be-
fore him but many did. 1 am
not so much concerned about
the standard of rights and
wrongs followed by those who
attended Ramaswamy's courl
as about the condyct of Chief
Justices who allotted him
work. A former prime minister
did not {ssue even the notifica-
tion for the appointm 1t af

any judicial appointment. A
pertinent question is how did

Ramaswamy get elevated to the
Supreme Court when his

record at Chandigar was so
bad?

| once posed this question
to Chiel Justice E 8
Venkataramiah, who had gone
alone with Ramaswamy's ap-
pointment. He was frank
enough to admit that he was
terribly short of hands at the
bench and that he had Lo take
sour with sweet I he wanted
the government's approval to
fill the vacancies. Poor man
was bamboozled by the gov-
ernment, which sent (ts law
sccretary to him to suggest
thet ‘lie retirement age of a

Supreme Court judge was
sought to be raised from 65 to
68. Venkataramiah had only a
few months left in his retire-
ment.

Perhaps the appointment of
such judges as are beholden to
the government is the bane of
the judiciary. Some people In
recent ycars have made it o
the bench because they are
considered 'dependable’ by the
ruling party. The havoc the
government has played with
the judiciary by making eon-
venient appointments is a l::ﬁ
story of naked pressure
chickenary, Denigration of the
judiciary by tin-pot politician is
the biggest blot on India.

It was Indira Gandhi who
set the trend in April 1973
when she superseded the
three Supreme Court judges to
appoint her nominee, Ajit Nath
Ray, as the Chiel Justice of
India. H R Bhardwaj, the state
minister for law, has only re-
fined the art. Ramaswamy is
one case which has come out
in the open. There are many
other judges who have not
been exposed. How long will
the nation suffer at the hands
of those who are still wearing
masks?

The Supreme Court, which
is currently hearing a review
petition against Chiel Justice
PN Bhigwltl':mludg:m:nt on
the transfer and appointment
of judges, may undo the harm
done. Bhagwati's verdict was
that the requirement of the
constitution was met when the

SAARC: Beyond the Summit

by Enayet Rasul

number of people in a maxi-
mum number of SAARC coun-
trics? Very clearly, thesc areas
are sharing and development
of the water resources of the
region. Despite considerable
diversification achieved by
India and Pakistani economies,
the majority of the people in
SAARC countries are affected
in onc way or the other by cy-
cles of mainly agrarian
economics. Agriculture is still
the predominant concern of
most of the people ol the re-
gion and agricultural produc-
tivity is crucially dependent on
water availability and water
management. Proper manage-
ment of waler provides im-
mense all kinds of economic
opportunities from harnessing
of power, sustained economic
development as a result of reg-
ulated flooding, fisheries de-
velopment to improved trans-
portation.

If we examine the
Bangladesh proposal for shar-
ing and augmentation of the
waters of commeon interna-
tional rivers in the region, we
find a most sensible model for
regional cooperation wherc
the lot of the maximum num-
ber of people living in diflerent
SAARC countries can be up-
graded collectively at the
soonest. Bangladesh's proposal
calls for trilateral water-shar-
ing and augmentation policies
involving Nepal, India and
Bangladesh which can ensure
enough water availability plus
achieve many faceled devcel-
opments to satisfy the needs of
all three countries. But Indian
policies and outlook in this re-
spect appears far from being a
regional one. India has been
unilaterally diverting the wa-
ters of common international
rivers with little concern for
Bangladesh's needs. Indian
policies are neither helping
optimum utilization, conserva-
tion and management of the
water rcsources of the region
for the benefits of all three

power balance of this sub-con-
tinent, or for that matter, of
South Asia may be collapsed.
By no means, it would be
helpful to the smaller and
weaker states of the sub-conti-
nent, '
Once Soviet Union was a
necessity against America for
power balance in the world. A
strong Pakistan is also a neces-
sity against India for territorial
power balance. We hope, the
people and the political lead-
ers of -Pakistan will be able to
understand this truth.

A N M Nurunnobi Chand
Suryasen Holl, Dhaka Univer-

sity

Manzira's Story:
Rays of hope

Sir, | have read with com-
plete attention the "Manzira's
Story” in The Daily Star of May
13. brilliantly told by Mr
Mahluz Anam. The moment I

countries. As a resull of nar-
row, scll-serving and short-
sighted policies, what could
have been the most prominent
and inspiring mode! for South
Asian regional cooperation,
what could have created the
basis for sustained economic
development in the region and
what could have led to thc
most enduring foundation for
political confidence and bridge
building tn South Asia, was
trogiceliv ncglécted,

There is no need to go into
great elaborations perhaps to
show how river waters consti-
tute the Ilife-blood of
Bangladesh. For thousands of
years Bangladeshis have got
their sustenance from rivers.

Fish, the staple diet of the

Bangladeshi, comes from
rivers.* The rich alluvium
brought and deposited by
rivers the soil its fertility
and productivity. Traditionally,
rivers have been the easfest
and cheapest medium of
transport and communication
and a .myriad of means of
livelihoed sprung up depend-
ing on the rivers. But the
Farakka and other ob-

structions buflt by India on
comimon international rivers

now deeply imperil the river-

‘ine economic life-support sys-

tems of Bangladesh.

As a result of obstructions
set up in the free flow of river
watcr, the following dangers
arc showing up too menacingly
in Bangladesh: the northern
ameas of the country are facing
serious threats of desertifica-
tion; agriculture, industry and
forestry resources are l%m::’in.g
extinction in the south due to
onrush of salinity; the ecologi-
cal balance over a very large
area is crumbling due to d
up of rivers and their tribu-
taries; inland riverine trans-
portation is collapsing; major
irrigation projects have closed
or are {aced with serious haz-
ards; fisheries are dwindling
fast; underground waltcr levels

began reading the story, |
could not stop until it was fin-
ished. It has been so terribly
interesting, exciting and in-
spiring to me. [ would like to
congratulate Mr Anam on his
such a unique presentation
drawing the attention of the
educated class of our society
towards a rural
woman — recently turned a
proud, self-respecting woman
business leader under the um-
brella of the Grameen Bank.

Like Mr Anam 1| also

strongly believe that the story

of the poor, oppressed, ne-
glected Manzira brings rays of
hope not only to the still-ne-
glected vast community of our
society but to the entire nation
as a whole, including the all-
time-sulferer middle class.
There is no denying that hon-
est, patriotic, selfless and dy-
namic lcadership is imperative
for our nation to free the soci-
cty from the age-old unwanted
and dis ful sins.

Finally, I would like to
stress that what Grameen Bank
architect Professor Yunus so
far has genuinely proved, |
mean the development and
fruitful working of a system
(not only the exposure of a
person), which is undoubtedly
painstaking requiring sacrifice
(investment for future), should
work under all circumstances.
| take the opportunity to urge

destitute

are [alling drastically; the pa-
per. pulp and other industries
arc conlronted with very seri-
ous problems; and raised river
beds causced by regulated poor
flow in the dry scason is more
and more triggering floods
easily in the rainy scasons
when various barrage gates up-
streams are opened wide un-
caringly.

What redress Bangladesh
has got so far from SAARC or,
for that matter, from India in
relation to this ominous envi-
ronmental and economic
catastrophe which has been
imposed on her? Nothing.
Under the terms of the last
Ganges water sharing agree-
ment that expired and was not
renewed, Bangladesh was allot-
ted.a dry season [low of 38,000
cusecs. This flow has trickled
down to an appalling 9,000
cusecs only in the present dry
season and in the sixth con-
secutive year of no agreement
with India over the issue. The
high level Indo-Bangladesh
river water talks that preceded
the SAARC summit raised a
few hopes that may be India
would agree to do something
cven on ad-hoc basis in order
to mitigate the very great suf-
ferings of Bangladesh in the
present dry secason [rom
Farakka and in order to im-
prove the climate for talks at
the summit. But these hopes
were cruelly dashed as the wa-
ter-talks flopped in a most un-
happy manner. The Indian
delegation which came for
water talks even declined an
offer by Bangladesh to visit
sites at the Padma to see for
themselves the havocs caused.
Appeals were made to the
Indian Prime Minister who
came to Dhaka two wecks ago
on the occasfon of the seventh
SAARC summit to make a short
trip to the Hardinge Bridge to

ascertain for himsclf what dev-
astating eflects Farakka was

having on Bangladesh. But that
appeal to was spurned.

all concerned to come forward
with the revolutionary con-
cepts like 'Grameen' to make
Bangladesh truly a prosperous
competitive economy.

A Gafur
Dhalca

Tourism

Sir, Tourism industry is one
of the most important fields
for our national growth. This is
shameful for us that, in com-
parison to our endeavour in
the ficld, our neighbouring
countries, e.g. India, Nepal,
Maldives, Sri Lanka are much
advanced in attracting foreign
tourists to their countries. We
should not remain fdle and lag
behind. It is high time we gave
special emphasis on the devel-
opment of tourism industry.

However, it is heartening

_that our government, although .
late, could realize the impor-

tance of tourism industry. So
far we know that a committee
has been formed in this re-
gard, namely, National Tou-
rism Advisory Committee. We
appreciate it. But we shall have
to continue our efforts
effectively to attract foreign
tourists to our country. We
should improve our overall at-
mosphere and also rejuvenate

Under the circumstances,
the people of Bangladesh in-
deed have very v reasons be
very concerned and very agl-
tated in aski what |
SAARC s doing 1t . lhey
had seen opulence and feslivity
daring SAARC and heard lofty
things said which have little
relevance or applicability in
the present tortured state of
their existence, Clearly then,
people at the helm in
Bangladesh have to try and
steer SAARC in a direction so
that its continuation and nur-
turing can be reasonably justi-
fled. The opportunity is also
there because the
Chatrmanship of SAARC has

_nnwmwdmmth:hnrdl of

esh ot for that matter
to Bégum Zia. For the next one
year, Bangladesh shall be re-
sponsible for giving functional
leadership to SAARC and this
is an opportunity which needs
to be utilized very well indeed
if SAARC has to be alive and
well in the future,

It may not be accomplished
in one day but Bangladesh
must courageously press with
no loss of time for amend-
ments to the SAARC Charter to
include discuyssions of bilateral
diugut:l in the SAARC region
and decisions on these at
SAARC forums. We reiterate
again that the task will not be
casy but a be has to be
made. The problem must be
addressed if SAARC is to have

~ the kind of future for which it

was most hopefully and ex-
pressly established. It should
be in the best interest of
SAARC and the region if pro-
visions for discussions, media-
tion and actions on bilateral
disputes in the SAARC under
the SAARC ambit can be incor-
porated {nto the SAARC
Charter and made a part of
SAARC's functional . policies
and even if this attained after
painstaking diplomacy.

New aspirants such as Iran
and Myanmar are also knock-

government consulted the
Chie{ Justice of India. his con-
CUTTENCE Was nol necessary.
Since then the government
has made the judiciary play to
s tune.

To some extent, the judi-
ciary is itsell responsible for

jts plight mnﬂ WaSsS more
open than others when he
wrote a letier o Mrs
Gandhi to welcome her return
lo power in 1980. But some of
his predecessors sent flowers
or made some other gestures
to a new prime minister. A few
successors have maintained
the tradition’ in some day,

in the process, the majesty
of law has been lowered. Judge
for personal gains and politi-
cians for their petty games
have circumvented the law.
Whether {t s Ramaswamy to-
day or it will be someone clse
tomorrow, it s of little conse-
quence because the judiciary
has come to lose the sheen it
once had. The oath the judges
take on their appointments
says that they “will uphold the
constitution and the law.” The
distinction was made because
the constitution makers did
not want to forget the
brick and mortar that the law

to the polity. That is
what is in perfl

“This is a court of justice,” a
lawyer once exclaimed while
arguing a case in the Supreme
Court of America. "You are in
error’, Justice Oliver Wendel
Holmes, Jr., instantly replied.
"This is a court of law," He
meant that the court was pri-
marily concerned with the
meaning and constitutionality
of law rather than with the [ate
of individuals who encountered
the law. The tragedy in India is
that individuals are increas-
ingly having precedence over
larwrs.

ing at the door for member-
ship in SAARC. It should be a
test of the astuteness ol
Bangladesh's diplomacy and of
its current ership calibre
in SAARC, ff #t cun pilol 1o
entry of these two count s
inlo SAARC at the earlist,
Expansion of SAARC should
prod ' e the desired balance
and : inter weights in the or-
ganizntion for its more cven-
Leled functioning.

In its present state, SAARC
nhas just about its optimum de-
velopment, It cannot deliver
more except fanfare and cer-
emonies perhaps. For SAARC
to graduate to a new era and

. realized {ts real objectives, a

bold new phase in the organi-
zation's evolution must begin
in right earnest and in hasten-
ing this next phase too
Bangladesh should endeavour
to play a brave pioneering role
‘as 1t did In first conceiving and
then pus mﬁ:ur the creation
of SAARC, greatest chal-
lenge to SAARC in the present
times is to rise out of its im-
practical obsession for the pe-
ripheral and the superficial
and to come to- grips with the
real substantive issues which
are f{rustrating its develop-
ment, SAARC must mature to a
state when all the countries,
specially India, see and accept
the wisdom of using SAARC as
a tool for resolving long fester-
ing intra-regional disputes in
order to improve the political
climate in the region. This
should contribute magnifi-
cently towards lasting peace
and security for all the coun-
tries of the region thus usher-
ing in a period of fast acceler-
ating broad-based regional
economic cooperation, greatly
increased volumes of regional
trade and investments and
hence prosperity for the
SAARC region as a whole,

Every SAARC country, big or
small, has to appreciate that it
cannot attain long term secu-
rity and economic well-being
for itself by breeding insecurity
and economic deprivation for
other SAARC countries. The
rcal take-off of SAARC hinges
on the earliest dawning of this
pragmatism and goodwill all
around.

and reshape the policy imple-
mentation machinery. We have
to be relentless with our en-
deavours to achieve the goal.
This is an uphill task and it has
to be performed meticulously
and dispassionately.

We are, however, hopeful
that with proper guidance and
attention of the National
Tourism Advisory Committee
and the Ministry of Civil
Aviation and Tourism, our
country can also earn much of
foreign currency through this
industry and be able to solve
the unemployment problem to
an appreciable extent.

Md Igbal Faiz (Shapon)
Noyagram, Beanibazar, Sylhet

Modern heart
hospital

Sir, There is no modern
heart hospital in the country.
No provision for by-pass
surgery exists in Suhrawardy
hospital. As a result patients in
large number are moving to
foreign countries for bypass
surgery and in the process, the

country is losing lol of hard
earncd foreign exchange apart
from iInconvenience and
higher costs incurred by the

palients.

With an investment of
roughly twentyfive to thirty
crore Taka a modern heart
hospital can be set up in the
metropolis. Even if the pa-
tients are made to pay the cost
of operation, it is still worth
setting up such a hospital. This
will cost the patients much
less than what they are paying
now to foreign hospitals.

Bangladesh is receiving a
large amount of foreign aid ev-
ery year in the health sector,
By applying a little imagination
and planning, and utilising
only a part of the aid, the
Health Ministry can set up a
modern heart hospital in the
country which will benefit a
good number of patients im-
mensely. It 18 not understood
why this aspect is not getting
proper attention from the
competent authorities. If the
government is reluctant to un-
dertake such a venture, it may
encourage private entrepr-
eneurs to set up such a
hospital by providing loan,
land, import Heence ctc. While
a huge amount of foreign aid in
family planning sector is prac-
tically going down the drain, a
fraction of aid for this purpose
will be very worthwhile,

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Cantonment



