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Aussies unbeaten no more

NORTHAMPTON,
England, May 17:
Austlralia's unbea-
- ten record on
their English eri-
cket tour was wa-
shcd away here on Sunday
when they succumbed to
Northamptonshire on fastcr
scoring rate, reports AFP.

L p————

The tourists were on course
to challenge a target of 274 in
their seventh match when rain
robbed them of the chance. At

Mark Ramprakash
going strong

LONDON, May 17: England
batsman Mark Ramprakash
helped defending Sunday

league champions Middlesex
to a last-ball-five-run victory

over Nottinghamshire at Trent.

Bridge, reports Reuter.
He warmed up for the one-
day series against Australia
starting at Old Trafford on
Wednesday by hitting a fine 88.
Ramprakash shared a third-
wicket partnership of 165
with John Carr (92) which
carried Middlesex to 257 for
six off their 50 overs.
Nottinghamshire's

mﬂm needed a six ofl the last
| of the match to snatch a

win for his countly but he failed
to score,

England captain Graham
Gooch scored EE off only
balls for Essex at the Dval hul
it was not enough to stop

Surrey lqueczing lo viclory b
two wickcts e

Greg

1993

183 for two alter 39 of their

overs, they were 12 shorts of
victory.

L1

But if the result blotied
their fine tour record, vice-
captain Mark Taylor was able
to draw considerable consola-
tion with an unbeaten 89.

Australia's senior opener
went into the match with only
a solitary half-century behind

him and a question mark over .

his right to a place in
Wednesday's first Taxaco
Trophy one-day international
against England.

But after his 115-ball in-
nings, which contained six
boundaries, there is now no
doubt about Taylor's selection
for Old Trafford.

The left-hander, who aver-
aged almost 84 during the
1989 Ashes series, put on 144
for the first wicket with Mark
Waugh (74).

Those two opened during
Australia's recent one-day
series in New Zealand and now
look set to continue their al-
liance when the Texaco
Trophy begins.

They were not the only
openers to impress watching
England manager Keith
Fletcher, however, for
Northants' Alan Fordham com-
piled a magnificent 101 off
146 deliveries with the help of
nine fours.

The 28-year-old received

excellent support from two

England discards, Rob Bailey
hitting an unbeaten 82 and

. Total :

Allan Lamb cracking 37 not out
oll just 26 deliveries.

SCOREBOARD
NORTHAMPTONSIHIRE

A Fordham lbw

13 McDermott 101
N A Felton ¢ M Waugh

b Reiffel 32
R J Bafley not out 82
AJ Lamb not out 37
Extras: (lb-12, w-5, nb«4] 2]

(2 wkts, b5 overs) 273
Fall of wickets: 1-67; 2-203:
Did not bat: M B Loye, D J

Capel, A L Penberthy, D Ripley,

J P Taylor, A Walker, N B G
Cook.
Bowling: O M R W
McbDermott 11 1 48 I
Hughes 9 0 52 0O
'S Waugh 4 0 20 O
Reiffel 10 1 356 1
May 11 0 49 O
Border 7 0 40 O
M Waugh 3 0 17 O
AUSTRALIA
M A Taylor not out 89
M E Waugh b Cook 74
D C Boon st Ripley b Bailey 12
A R Border not out 3
Extras: (b=3, Ib=1, w=1) 5
Total : (2 wkts, 39 overs) 183
Fall of wickets: 1=144;

2=171:

Did not bat : S R Waugh, D R
Martyn, | A Healy, T B A May,
M G Hughes, P R Reiffel, C J
McDermott.

Bowling : O M R W
Taylor 7 0 26 0
Walker 5 0 17 0
Penberthy 6 0 32 0
Capel 5 0 35 0
Cook 8 0 34 1]
Bailey 8 I 35 1

Courier downs Ivanisevic

ROME, May 17:
Goran [vanisevic
fell victim to 43
unforced errors
as second seed
Jim Courier kept

-

A

up the pressure for two hours

to take the Italian Open 6-1, 6-
2, 6-2 here on Sunday, reports
AFP,

Courier -became only the
second man in four decades to
defend a title at the Foro
Italico — the last man to do so
was Jaroslav Drobny in 1950-
51.

The victory also put the
American in great shape for a
run at his third consecutive
French Open title, which
starts on May 24 in Paris.

"l feel strong both physi-
jcally and mentally,” said the
'ﬂ-yuraold "I've played a lot
of tennis this week and I've

daliten better in_the. Jates

q couldn't ask for a better

tion for the French.”

A disappointed Ivanisevic
hung his head in his hands
after the surprisingly quick
defeat.

Courier, on the way to his
fourth title this year, soon
dominated the centre court,
which was packed with 8,000
mllﬂyl\rmwfum

He broke the Croatian for 2-
0 in the first set and then
again in the sixth game for a 5-
I margin. The first sel ended
with Courier holding serve
after just 38 minutes.

Fortunes did not improve
for Ivanisevic in the slightest.
In the second, the 1992
Wimbledon semiflinalist was
broken on the fifth break point
in the fifth game and thunder
rumbiled overhead.

The second seed broke
again in the seven for 5-2 and
aced 'his way to the set.

The momentum remained
onec-way third.

Ivanisevic, his game riddled
with unforced errors and with
no improvement on the hori-
zon, was broken in the third,
fifth and seventh games.

Courier claimed the title on
hls first match point when his

opponent netted a
‘*lt was scary how fast it

* said Courlfer.
"Ynu nevér know when

Goran is going to explode with
some great tennis.

"My game plan was to keep
concentrating and be there for

every ball.”

Courier was determined not
to go overboard alter his vic-
tory.

“I'l. have a quiet dinner

with [ricnds, have a little wine
and some good food.

"With the French starting so
soon, there's not really any
time for me to damage my
body with any celebrating,” he
said with a smile after claiming
the winner's cheque for
240,000 dollars.

"But | believe that you
should savour victories,”" he
added, after claiming yet an-
other win after the Australian
Open and the Memphis and
Indian wells tournaments in
the United States.

But there was bitter disap-
pointment for the Croatian.

"1 always play wrong against

him,” said Ivanisevic, who still
holds a 3-3 career record with

the American. '

"In the first set, things
happened ‘so fast that when |
looked up it was 5-1 for him.
He's all over you with his fore-

hand. It's just not me, he's
dominating ecverybody on
clay.”

Ivanisevic said that his
mental preparation falls apart
when he plays Courler.

"l go out there thinking that
I cannot win. | stayed 10 me-
tres back today and was late
for every ball. | was playing like
Gabricla Sabatini — and this is

’ luppoud to be men's lcnnh 4

Graf sp01ls Sabatini

M thl' hd
Gabrigla !-lhr
tinf's 23rd birth-
day celcbrations

- by beating her
7-6 (7/3). 26, 6-4 in the [inal
of thc German Open, reports

An;'lul she did so without
producing anything closs to
her best tennis, winning by
virtue of playing a better tie-
break and then exploiti
Sabatini’s fraflty in tﬁe
scl.

Sabatini, who has now gone
more than a year without win-
ning a title, was the sicadier

was broken as she served for
victory and it took a forchand
into the net when Gral tricd
again at 5-4 to end a far-from-

distinguished contest.

Sabatini, perhaps to hide
her disappointment, insisted

that Grafl had not madc¢ many
errors. Gral saw it diflerently.
“Again my forchand has not
so0 precisc and | rarely
took a chance on her serve as |
should have done. My returns
were poor as well as my
serve,” she said.

And with thc¢ French Open
looming in seven days, Gral
wants to take the next few

ini’s day

Hl:fcrﬁng to the recent
stabbing incident involving
world no. 1 Monica Sclcs, she
said: ] want to take it casier.
There have been a lot of
things, outside tennis as well,
that have been bothering me.
There is the Monica Secles
busincss and home hasn't been
very peaceful either. It's all to
do with that incident, really.”

Although feeling physically
ready for the French tourna-
ment, she still feels mentally

unp ]

Emﬁ was not too down-
hearted by the defeat, looking
ahcad instead to big birthday

Maria Teresa Samanh de raz, daughr of e 10C

president,

with Tahmina Khan, president of the

Bangladesh Women's Sports Federation, during the three-
hour river cruise on board the luxury steamer Ostrich

yesterday.

— Star photo

| Reynolds starts GP season

with a stylish win

17: World record

SAO PAULO, May
‘ holder Butch Re-

N | ynolds opened
®-i the athletics Gra-
nd Prix season on
Sunday with a stylish victory in

the 400 metres, reports
Reuter. .
The Amceriean, who re-

turned to international compe-
tition earlier this year after a
two-year doping ban, clocked
44 .68 seconds — the sccond-
fastest time outdoors this ycar
Sunday Bada of Nigeria was
second in 44.97 and 1991
world champion Antonio Petti-
grew third in 45.29.
"Hopefully [ will get
stronger as the year gocs on,”

: said Reynolds whose: aim: is. to
go through the year

unbcaten.

Double Olympic gold medal-
ist Gwen Torrence is expected
to be out of action for thrce
wecks after pulling a muscle in
the 100 metres.

She was leading when she
pulled up 20 metres from the
finish clutching her right lcg.

Torrence, who won gold
medals in the 200 and 4x100
relay in Barcelona, hobbled
over the finishing linc and was
carried off the track on-a
stretcher.

Mary Onyali of Nigeria, who
was closing the gap on
Torrence at the time, took ad-
vantage of the American’'s mis-

Martin's first
ATP title

CORAL SPRINGS, Florida,
May 17: Third-seeded Todd
Martin overpowered number
two seed David Wheaton 6-3,
6-4 here on Sunday to win his
first ATP tennis title at the
225,000 dollar America's Red
Clay championship, reports
AFP,

Martin, 22, blasted 10 aces
of his own and fended off

fortune to win the race.
Ukrainian Sergei Bubka,

.mldng his first oufdoor ap-

pearance in the Americas, won
the pole vault with a best of
5.80 metres, well short of his
world record of 6.13.

The Sao Paulo Grand Prix
was the opening ecvent of the
17-meeting circuit.

Chinese girls
take world TT

title again

GOTHENBURG,, Sweden,
May 17: Olympic doubles
champions Deng Yaping and
Qiao Hong helped China regain
the women's team title with a
3-0 victory over North Korea at
the world table tennis champi-
onships on Sunday,
Reuter. _

The victory in the best-of-
five rubbers final marked
China's ninth women's team
gold medal at the biennial
championships in the last 30

World number two Qiao
opened China's account in the
final with a 21-17, 21-17 vic-
tory over Yu Sun-Bok.

World number one Deng
came form behind to beat Li
Bun-Hui 18-21, 21-12, 21-10
to give China a 2-0 lead.

The two Chinese stars then
teamed up to defeat Yu and Li
convincingly 21-18, 21-17 in
the doubles and clinch the ti-
tles.

China lifted the crown
cight consecutive times from
1975 before losing it to United
Korea at the last champi-
onships in 1991 in Japan.

The two Koreas sent sepa-
rate teams to this years even
because political relations be-
tween the two countries have
become strained in recent
months.

reports
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Waldner shows strong nerves

GOTHENBURG,
Sweden, May 17:
Olympic cham-
pion Jan-Ove Wa-
ldner showed he
has strong nerves
to match his immense talent
as Sweden earned a clash with
China in the men's team final
at the world table tennis
championships today, reports
Reuter. _

Despite losing the opening
rubber of the semifinal nst
North Korea, Waldner came of
best in a thrilling fourth rubber
with Li Gun-Sang 21-16, 24-
26, 21-18 to seal a 3-1 victory
for the defending champions. .

China were also made to
work hard for their place in
Monday's final with a 3-1 vic-
tory over Germany.

The two table tennis super
powers have met in the men's
team final at four of the five
previous championships. China
won in 1983, 1985 and 1987
but were defeated by the
Swedes at the 1989 champi-

onships in Dortmund,
Germany. '
Sweden retained their

crown by beating the former
Yugoslavia at the 1991 event in
Chiba, Japan.

Waldner, who won the sin-
gles title at last year's
Barcelona Olympics, was in
brilliant form as Sweden's
"“Dream Team™ of Olympic and
world champions thumped
Belgium 3-0 in the quarter-fi-
nals earlier in the day.

But in the opening rubber
against North Korea he was
forced into errors by a deter-

- Karlsson

performance from Kim
Song«Hul wtm triumphed 21-
16, 18-21, 21-18.

World singles champion
Jorgen Persson had to battle
back from 6-9 behind in the
first game to beat Li Gun Sang
21-18, 21-14 before Peter
gave the Swedes a 2-
1 lead with a 21-18, 21-15 win
over Chof -Sop.

A dramatic fourth rubber
between Waldner and defen-
sive expert Li was packed with
entertaining rallies.

Waldner, who varied his
spin brilliantly, took the first

game 21-16.
But after missing a game

' JAN-OVE WALDNER

point at 21-20 in the second
after a superb rally when both
players were well back from

the table, Li saved three match
points before taking the game
26-24.

The North Korean threat-
ened to come back into the
match several times in the last
game but Waldner showed
composure under pressure in
the final ecrucial points to
clinch it 21-18.

World number threce Ma
Wange and defence-minded
Wang-Hao played the erucial
roles in China's victory over
Germany who had reached the
semifinals after a shock 3-2
defeat of South Korea. ;

Ma atoned [or losing. his
first rubber 21-12, 21-19 to
Steffen Fetzner, which levelled
the match at 1-1 after world
number eight Wang Tao had -
put China ahead.

Tao survived a late fightback
by Jorg Rosskopf to secure the
opening rubber 21-13, 21-19.

Hao gave China a 2-1 lead
when he subdued Peter Franz
21-14, 21-15 in a clash
marked by absorbing rallies
which delighted the boisterous

Chinese contingent in the
crowd.

Ma began the fourth rubber
against Rosskopf by taking the
opening game 21-18.

The German's rs of re-
covery enabled him to turn A
7-4 deficit in the second game
into a 17-10 lead with a run of
13 points out of 16.

Rosskope took the second

21-17 and the decider
fluctuated until 17-17 when
Ma seized the initiative with «
burst of four points out of five
to seal it 21-18.

The Times World Chess Championship

Prices of tickets soar high

LONDON, May 17:
Tickets for the
autumn showdo-
wn between ren-
egade chess mas-
ters Garri Kaspa-
rov and Nigel Short will start
at 45 pounds (dlrs 67.50) and
go as high as 150 pounds (dirs
225), organisers said Monday,

reports AP,
Kasparov, the world chess
champion, and Short, his

British challenger, will play a
24-game match in London un-
der the auspices of the new
Professional Chess Association.

The two players founded
the association this year after
breaking away from the World

Chess Fedcrg

French acronym Wh ﬁ-ﬂ

They refused to play for the
world title under its au :
claiming the federation had
not consulted with them as
required over arrangements
for the title.

Kasparov, of Russia, is the
highest-ranking chess master
in history and No. 1 in the
FIDE rankings. Short is ranked

11th by FIDE.

The Times of London won a
bid to stage a showdown Sept
7-Oct 30 in London's Savoy
Theater, still under renovation
following a 1990 fire.

The event, billed as The
Times World Chess Champion-
ship, will be played over 24
games. with a purse of 1.7
million pounds (dirs 2.5
million), the largest single
prize in the history of world
championship chess.

The theatre holds 1,100
pcople, meaning up to 26,400
tickets could be sold.

Phil Lawlor of The Times,
anticipating criticism_ of the
high cost of the tickets, said
they "would be ahsolutely cor-
rectly priced" if they were for

“a brawn event such as boxing,
instead of a brain event such as
chess.” :

Short, asked whether he
thought the price would put
tickets beyond the reach of
many chess fans, said only: "t
has nothing to do with me.”

At the news confcrence at
Simpson's-in-the-Strand

rcstaurant, London's umfhma]
home for chess, Kas
Short repeatedly dcnicd re-
ports they had brought the
game of chess into disrepute
by forming the brecakaway
Professional Chess Association.
The two have been repeal-
cdly criticized by grandmas-
ters and chess organizations.
Short has come under par-
ticular criticism in Britain for
refusing to play in his home
town on Manchester, England
which bid to be host of the
F1IDE championship in August.

Short said Monday he was
"very glad” to be playing in
London.

"There are many chess
PHPI"E Huurﬂ the world who
have accused us of bringing the
game into disrepute but it docs
not reflect the situation.
added Kasparov.

"What we have is an exam
ple of two players working (o
make it a household game [jul
to say we have damaged chess
or brought it in to disrcpute is
unfair.”

Cuban big boys do it again

TAMPERE, Fin-
land, May 17:

of boxing, did it

by winning
a record eight
gold medals and three silvers
at the amateur World Champi-
onships here at the mkl:nd
reports AFP.

That achiecvement was all
the more astonishing since
those 11 successes came in
just 12 finals — with the un-
happy odd-man-out, Cuba’'s
Olympic straw weight cham-
pion Rogelioc Marcelo, edged
out on points in his first fight.

The Caribbeans already held

Cuba, the big boys”™

the World Championship re-
cord of seven gold medals at
the 1988 championships in
Reno, Nevada.

They have dominated the
event for 20 years and that
trcnd looks set to continue
with the likes of heavywcight
Felix Savon in their ranks.

Ile set a record of his own
by winning a fourth consecu-
tive crown in the heavyweight
division — although he did not
have to lace up his gloves in
the final, with his injured op-
ponent, Gorgian Georgi
Kandelaki, forced to withdraw.

And super heavyweight

Roberto Balado was not far be-
hind as he made it threc werld
titles - not counting his
Olympictitle won in Barcclona
— by slaughtering Bulgarian
Svilen Russinov 10-1 in a per
lormance of style and spced.

Lightweight Damian Austin
is heading the younger Cuban
generation, last year's junior
world champion registering a
comlortable win over American
Larry Nicholson.

And Juan Hernandcz (light
middicweight] made it a sec
ond world title by casing past
Lithuanian Vitaltjus Karpacia-
uskas on points.
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