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Toxic gas claims 2 in Japan: .

workers di

and six were badly injured yesterday aflter

apparently inhaling toxic gas at a waste treatment plant in
western Japan, police said, reports Reuter from Tokyo.

The men were using a mixer tartk containing chemicals to
treat industrial waste when the accident occurred at the fac-
tory in Fukushima, the police spokesman said.

One man fell into the tank and colleagues who tried to fish
him out collapsed almost immediately, he said.

The workers were believed to have inhaled toxic gas in the
mixer, butl police were still investigating, the spokesman

added.

China, Vietnam to sink differences:

China's D:fcme Minister Chi Haotian had talks in Hanof at
the weekend with Vietnamese head of state Le Duc Anh and

communist party chiel Do Muoi, the official

party newspaper

Nharl Dan reported yesterday, says AFP from Hanol.
It was the first visit to Vietnam by a Chinese Defence
Minister since the two countries fought a border war in 1979,

Chi and the Vietnamese leaders a

that past and pre-

sent differences should be settled through peaceful negotia-

tion.

On Friday, Chi met Vietnam's Defence Minister Doan Khue
and discussed border and territorial differences. They called

for increased coope
forces of both countrics,

ratfon and exchanges between the armed

7 found dead in California: scven
people were found shot to death early Sunday nwmlng in a
night club in Fresno, police said, reports Reuter from

California.

“There are seven victims ', a
He said the killings were discovered when
ghtclub n the eastern outskirts of Fresno, 160

called to the ni

lice spokesman said.
police were

miles { 260 KM) southeast of Sanfrancisco, about 2-30 a.m.

local time (0930 GMT).

A poltrc investigation is t:nntinuing No arrests have been

Khmer Rouqe kill three: kime rouge

guer illas attempted to

low up a bridge on the main road

linking mrthwtut Cambodia with Thailand early yesterday,

kiling three and injuring 18 before

they were driven off, a

government army officer said, reports AFP from Poipet,

Cambodia.

About 50 heavily armed thw:r Rouge attacked a Phnom

Penh army

post near the bridge

on national route 5, stx kilo-

meters ( four miles) west of the northwestern town of

Sisophon, shortly after midnight. The half-hour
government soldiers and a civilian dead, and 11 soldiers

two

gunbattle left

and seven civiians injured, the officer said. Khmer Rouge ca-

sualties were not known.

Quake shakes JaEan: An earthquake of

magnitude 3.6 on the Richter

shook Japan’'s Irfomote

Island near Taiwan at 5:39 pm (0839 GMT) Monday, but

police said there were no reports of in]urltu and damage, AP

reports from Tokyo.

The Central Mecteorological Agcnq,r u!d the qunk: regis-

tered an intensity of five on the Japanese scale

ol seven on

the island, about 250 kilometers (150 miles) cast of Taiwan
and 500 kilometers (300 miles) southwest of Okinawa.
An earthquake of five on the Japanese scale is stron

enough

to crack walls. The scale, which measures

motion at particular points, is not convertible to the Richier

scale.

The agency placed the epicenter of the quake underseas
ofl Ishigaki Island near Iriomote.

Cambodxan_pnl]s_on

opposition

. tor, Park Chung-hee,

JERUSALEM, May 17: Amab-
Israeli violence claimed six
more lives as Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin vowed that Isracl
would make no further unilat-
eral gestures towards the
Palestinian to achieve Middle
East , reports Reuter.

"The Paleutinianl have ex-
aggerated expectations for ges-
tures without on their part
making any return on the
ground or at the (negotiating
table),” Rabin, quoted by a gov-
ernment official, told the cabi-
net.

" Israe] will make no more
unilateral gestures without a
return,” he said.

As the cabinet met on
Sunday, Palestinian gunmen

“firing from a car killed four

vegetable dealers— two Israeli
and two Arabs — near a Jewish
settlement in the Israeli-oc-
cupied Gaza Strip.

Several hours later, during
clashes in two Gaza refugee
camps, Israeli soldiers shot

negotiating a

dead to Palestinian children —
an 18-mohth-old baby and an
}1-year-old boy,

Rabin's statement seemed
to signal that he wanted the
peace talks to focus on sculpt-
ing an interim period of lim-
ited Palestinian sell-rule rather

‘than on his harsh security

measures.

But there was doubt
whether the Palestinians, who
have little, to show for a year-
and-a-half of negotiations but a
mass deportation and sealing
of the occupied territorics,
could accept thig.

Rabin came o power,
crushing the previous right-
wing Likud government in
elections in June 1992, after
pledging to concentrate on
permanent
Middle Rast :

Sincc then, he has presided
over the largest peace-time
expulsion of Palestinians and

imposed a ban, now in its _

eighth week, against Pales-

International

Israel won't make new unilateral |
gestures to Palestinians: Rabin

tinians entering Israel from
the occupied West Bank and

. Gaza Strip
Both moves responded to

Palestinian attacks on Israelis.
Neither ended the cycle of
bloodshed. Both presented ob-
stacles to the peace talks
Rabin had vowed to pursue.

In response to the latest
Palestinian attack, Rabin sim-
ply urged Israelfs to avoid the
occupied territories uniess
they were among the 100,000
Jewish settlers living there.

The Arab-lsraeli peace ne-
gotiations, launched in October
1991, were suspended for sev-
eral months after Israel ex-
pelled 415 alleged Palestinian
militants to Lebanon in
December.

Palestinians said they at-
tended the latest round of
talks, which ended last week
in Washington, because
were promised Israeli ges-
tures.

Israel has allowed 30

Palestinians deported years
ago to return to the occupied
territories and has offered to
allow home 25 more of those
deported in December in a ad-
dition to the 101 it had already
said could return. .

But the Palestinians had ex-
pected more regarding the
deported Arabs and had also
demanded an end to the clo-
surc ol the occupied territo-

ries.
Meanwhile, King Hassan of
Morocco has said could not

rule out inviting Israeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat
to Rabat to give momentum to
Middle East peace talks, but
now was not the time.

"1 can't rule it out but the
time is not ripe,” Hassan said
in an interview with the
French 'television station (FTI)

that was taped last Friday and

broadcast on :
The participants failed to

agree on tht princlplcn of

No confidence

motion against
ROK PM

SEOUL, May 17: The main
opposition party on Monday
introduced a no-confidence
motion in parliament against
the prime minister for re-
marks seen as supporting a
1979 army coup, reports AP.

The motion, signed by 103
legislators, had lit-
tle chance of passage in the
ruling party-controlled Natio-
nal Assembly, but it could
damage the government's im-
age.

"We wurge that Prime
Minister Hwang In-sung be
fired immediately for distort-
ing history and damaging the
nation's democratic constitu-
tional order,” the opposition
Demeocratic Party said in the
motion.

The opposition welcomed
the president's clarification
but said the prime minister
still should be fired. The oppo-
sition demand is part of an
overall anti-government politi-
cal offensive.

Chun, then an army major
general, staged an internal
coup to seize power following
the assassination ol his men-
two

~ schedule: Ghali

UNITED NATIONS, May 17:
Elections in Cambodia should
go ahead as scheduled despite
threats to disrupt them from
the Khmer Rouge, UN Sec-
retary General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali said here, re-
ports AFP.

"1 ... invite the Security
Council to reaflirm that ac-
ceptable conditions exist for
the conduct of free and fair
elections
scheduled on 23 to 28,
Boutros-Ghali in a report
to the Security Council dated
Saturday.

"I further propose that the
Council condemn any threat to
the safety of voters, rty
workers and election o Is
from whatever source.”

The Security Council is ex-
pected to draft a resolution on
Cambodia on the basis of the
report in the next few days.

There were strong indica-

in Cambodia” as

tions that the Khmer Rouge is
likely to attempt to attack the
polls and the voters with a
combination of shelling, small-
arms fire, es and the
mining of roads in a bid to dis-
rupt the elections, Boutros-
Ghali said.

"The elections will not be
taking place in the neutral po-
litical environment m\md
in the beginning, he ed
but | am convinced that all has
been done that could possib
have been done under the dil-
ficult circumstances” UN
peacekeepers In fa to
create the necessary condi-
tions for elections.

There was nothing to be
gained by delaying the voting
Boutros-Ghali said.

"The clear message arising
from the remarkably peaceful
electoral gn conducted
throughout most of the country
is that Cambodians wish to
vote”, he added.

UN urges Angolan rebels -

to sign peace accord

ABIDJAN, (lvory Coast), May
17: The United Nations on
Sunday urged Angplan rebeis
o sign a memorandum agree-
ing to finish peace talks with
the government that have
dragged on for five wecks
without resulting in a cease-
fire, reports AP.

UN Secretary-General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali sent a
personal message 1o rebel
leader Jonas Savimbi urging
him to move ahead in the ne-

plhthnllddl.!!'l.pohem
Joao Albuquergue.

The Angolan government
delegation has already ac-
cepled the memorandum.

Rebel spokesman Jardo
Muekalia on Sunday said it was
still a “rough document”, and
needed polishing,

“We talk about priru:tplcl
concepts, but where's the
meat?” he said in an inter-
view.

Muckalia said the memo-

‘randam of understanding

fafled to specify what the gov-

ernment wWas Lﬂllng to offer
the UNITA rcbels in terms of

r-sharing.

Pﬂﬁt Unitﬁd Nations has
threatened Lo withdraw ils
700 peacckeepers from

unless an accord is reached

between UNITA, and the govt.

e —— -

mn'[ﬁi"'c'iﬁi:r
‘ ‘Roh alsa an army 'major
neral, mobilized units under
is command to help Chun
consolidate power in the
chaotic days that followed
Park's death. Roh succeeded
Chun as president in 1988,

S —

ZAGREB: Two

with a
to their teacher during

young Bosnian Muslim refugees, one
badge demanding "Stop genocide in Bosnia  listen
Quranic class outside a refugee

camp in the suburbs of the Croatian capital Sunday.

—AFP/UNB phntn

Students hold
anti-US rally

in Seoul
SEOUL, May 17: About 100
radical students anti-

Us s burmnmed an Ame-

what they say was its role in a
bloody military crackdown in
1980, AP.

Diss and militant stu-

dents belfeve W con-
doned the mobilization of the
Korean military to put down
unrest during A 1980 pro-

democracy uprising in south-
ern Kwangju city in which

about 200 civilians were killed.

The United States has de-
nied the charge.

“Yankee go home,” stu-
dents yelled, kicking and
punching some 200 riot police

wi'nfumlndlbcrrhadctn:tt:?

protésters from marching o
the campus at Seoul's
Kyunghee University.

There were, no arrests or
injuries.

Students and dissidents
have demanded the civilian
government of President Kim
Young-sam open a new invest-
gation into the Kwangju inci-
dent and punish those respon-

--llﬂq for, Pﬁﬁﬁf’ﬂ&gﬂﬁ Emj

Th: claim former
dents Chun Doo-hwan and Roh
Tae-woo, both ex-gencrals, or-
dered the shootings in Kwanju
and should be held responsi-
ble. Both have denied direct

| involvement.

presi-

US pledges stronger ties with ASEAN

BANDAR SER! BEGAWAN,
May 17: The United States has
pledged stronger ties with

ASEAN to ensure political
stability fn the Asia-Pacific re-
gion, a US- ASEAN commu-
niquc released here said today,
reports AFP.

The communique, issued
amid fears that a.US with-
drawal of interest from the
region would reopen old
feuds, said Washingion had re-
iterated its enormous stake in
the region's stability. The re-
lease followed two days of talks
between the Association of
South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) and US Assistant
Secretary of State for East
Asian and Pacific Affairs,
Winston Lord.

The United States will
“continue to base its securit
in the region on alllances
other bilateral security rela-
tionships, and the US is pre-
pared to move forward with
multilateral security dialogue
the communique said.

Washinglon's assurances of
its continued securitly com-
mitment to the reglon came
afltcr a warning by Singaporc
senjor Minister Lee Kuan Yew
that Asia would shilt its focus
from economics o defence as
old suspicions and animositics
would resurface ¥ the United
States withdraw from the re

“If they (the United States)

| pack up then nll the ancient

\ for heart patients.

suspicions and animosities be-
tween Japan and China, Japan
and Korea, and Korea and
China and the fears of ASEAN
for China and Japan would

Banana can
reduce heart
attacks

NEW DELHI, May 17: The
banana is the best source of
magnesium which helps
reducing the death rate of
heart patients, reports Xinhua.

Prompt treatment with

m reduces the risk of
mortality In the first few

weeks irregularities which
magnesium induces and the

therapeutic value ol magne-
suim in the management of
heart attacks cases have come
to light only recently.

Magnesium is present in el-
gumes, milk, nutls, eggs and
many green vegetables bul its
best and cheapest source re-
mains in the banana.

Magnesium also counters
calcium in the blood and main
tains it at the right thickness,
facilitating proper flow.

The doctors said that it is
important to guard againsi
magnesium depletion in the
body which stops an attack ol
diarrhoea or through the use of
diuretics which are prescribgd

cisanse?

shift the focus from the posi-
tive which we have achieved
to defence and security,” Lee,
who was attending a meeting
of former world leaders in
Shanghai, said Saturday.

Lord, at his first meeting
with ASEAN officials which
ended late Sunday, said cur-

rent US policies signalled a
renewed commiitment to a
stronger US-ASEAN n:lltiam
ship.

Senfor ASEAN officials said
today that any regional security
forum should include China
and Russia.

The forums could be used
as regular brain storming ses-
sions in the first year or two of
its formation.

“Then when everybody s
comlortable, we can put up
proposals on the kind of ar-
rangement and framework or
even institution that the fo-
rum should be turned into”
said Lim Jock Seng, ASEAN's
spokesman al the US—ASEAN

dialogue.

Kamil Jaaflar, Secretary
General of Malaysia's Foreign
Ministry, said Kuala Lumpur
wanted China to become part
of any discussions on rtyonnl
security concerns.

“As far as Malaysia is con
cerned, if we want to talk

about security with our dia-

logue partners, we also have to

talk to Vietnam, Laos,
Cambodia and others in the
region,” Kamil said.

Lim said ASEAN members
wanted to include China and
Russia in the grouping's Post
Ministerial Conferences (PMC)
along with fts seven major

trading partners to form a
post-cold war security forum.

“But we have to seek the
views of our dialogue partners
when we meet in Singapore,”
said Lim, the permanent sec-
retary of Brunei's Foreign
Ministry which hosted the
talks.

ASEAN, which groups
Bruneif with Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines,

Singapore and Thailand, holds
annual dialogue, with its PMC
partiners, Australia, Canada, the
Eurepean Community, Japan,
New Zealand, South Korea and
the Unfted States.

Senfor ASEAN officials left
here today to preparc for for-
mal security talks with its dia-
logue partners on May 20-21

in Singapore.

ASEAN officials said the
critical situation in Cambedia,
nuclear weapon Lhreat in the
Korean peninsular and con-
Micting claims to the Spratly
islands were among the poten-
tial threats to the region’s
peace and stability.

Palestinian self-rule, the goal
of the present talks, or a firm
date for the discussions lo re-
sume.

An AFP

report from

Ehnmcmm&yrhmmrﬂay

ruled out a proposal from
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin for a summit meeting,
charging it was a move aimed
at bringing the Middle East
peace talks to a halt.

"The proposal of Yitzhak
Rabin to raise the level of ne-

" gotiation is nothing new. It's a

manoeuvre to halt the talks
and out of the question,” said
state-run Damascus radio.

"If the Israelis wanted
progress in the negotiations,
would clearly announce
their commitment to imple-
ment the terms of reference of
the peace process, namely UN
Security Council reseolutions
and the principle of exchang-
ing land for peace.

The Baily Star S

NZ against
N-testing

WELLINGTON, May 17: New
Zealand was opposed to-any
nation resuming nuclear tes-
ting, acting Prime Minister
Don Mckinnon said here today,
reports AFP.

Speaking at a post-cabinet
press conference, he said he
saw any suggestion of. the
United States and France pe-
suming testing in the same
light. - '

"We really do not want to

scc anyone start testing again,”
he said.

He said il one nuclear na-
tion began tes agaip it
would be obvious t others
would want to resume.

Mckinnon said US Presi-
dent Bill Clinton was under
pressure from the Pentagon,
but other US federal agencics
were opposing a resumption

"So whilst there is this tug-
of-war between agencies there
very similar to what there was
in France just a couple of
weeks beforehand, one hopes
that the overall goodwill will
prevail and that we do nul sce

‘| any need for that to occur.”

Off the Record

L What if homosexuals

could

NEW YORK: What if homosexuals could legally
conversational icebreaker could soon

(4

L]

marry? That

throw bombshells

across America if Hawaii permits gay matrimony as its high

court says it should, reports AP.

Would other states be obliged to honour Hawaifan vows?
Law and history say yes. and no. Homosexual couples who plan
a wedding in Hawafi may need a lawyer when the honeymoon

is over.
Constitutional and i
to honour each other's

neral legal principles require states
ws. "Essentially, it is what allows us

to exist as one nation, what we don't have a million different

laws across the states,”

said William Rubenstein, Director of

the American' Civil Liberties Union lesbian and gay rights pro-

ject.
But another importan

t tenet

s states can make an ex-

ception when the public there holds strong contrary views.

Courts weighing differing marriage laws,
parties’ expectations il (the marriage) was

will validate the

"as a general rule,

valid where the relationship was entered into — unless it vio-
lates public policy.” said Professor Linda Elrod at Washburn
University in Topcka, Kan. She is editor of the American Bar
Association's Family Law Quarterly.

But how do you measure public policy?

Laws on the books are one indicator, say experts who sug
gest the 25 states that outlaw sodomy will have a strong ar

gument against rccognising

same-sex marriages, as will those

with laws specifically dcfining marriage as a contract between

a woman and a man.

He was flogged 199
timves for 'seduction' '

TEHRAH A 20-year-old man was flogge
whip in front of a school where he Stdu{:t‘d schoolgiris, the
Zan-e-Rooze magazine reported Sunday, reports AFP.
southwestern Iran, also con
demned him to a one-year exile in Gonbad-e-Kavoos, a
Turkmen region of northeastern lran.

Zan-e-Rooze said the youngman, the son of a wealthy
Khorramabad family who was only identified by his first name
Reza, "seduced 14 young girls who sneaked out of school to

A court*in Khorramabad,

meet him.”

d 199 times wilh a

It urged parents to be more vigilant.

Couples with 3 children
only preferred in Iran

NICOSIA: The Iranian parliament ratified a bill on Sunday
aimed at limiting couples to thrée children, reports Reuter.

The Iranian news agency said

¢ Majlis [parliament)

passed legislation granting special government benefits only

to the first three children.

"According to the bill, all privileges granted under the law
to the children will not be given to the fourth child of a family

who is born a year after the law comes to effect.”
did not say when the bill would take effect.
men since the 1979 Islamic revolu-

The agency

Iran, ruled by clergy

IRNA said.

tion, has a population of about 52 million. It is often praised

by international o
planning and birth control,
Clerics through

rganisations for its achievements in family

out the Muslim world disagree on whether

birth control violates the teachings of Islam.

US, India resume talks
on N-issue in July

NEW DELHI, May 47: India
and the United States decided
today to resume their dialogue
on Nuclear non-proliferation in
July, officials said, reports AFP.

The decision was made af
talks between US Deputy
Assistant Secretary* of State
John Mallot, the highest-rank-
ing official of President Bill
Clinton's administration to
visit India, and officials of the
Ministry of External ‘' Affairs
here.

Mallot who arrived Sunday

from Islamabad, held about
three hour of talks with

Foreign Secretary JN Dixit,
the senior most civil servant in

the ministry, and other offi
clals.

The talks dealt with a wide
range of India-US ties, inchud
ing the thormy issue ol nuciear
non-proliferation, Foreign
Ministry officigls said, adding
that Mallot also briefed Dixit
on his meetings with Pakistani
officials

The July talks will be the
third round of Indo-US talks
on the issue. The second
round was held in Washinglon
in November, when the Repu
blican administration ol
George Bush was in power.

Washington has been pres
suring India lo sign the nu
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty,

—

7 killed 1n
Georgia

TBILISI, May 17: Seven
persons were killed and 14
wounded, most of them civil:
ians, when separatist Abkha-
glan forces used mortars o
shell a funeral procession
Sunday in the coastal region of
Ochamchire, officials said here
today, reports AFY.
« The mourners were burying
a Georgian Nattonal Guard sol

dier killed in recent fighting
between Georglan and Abk

harian separatists forces. the
official sadd.

Meanwhile, Abkhazia's main
city Sukhumi was without
e . e L

a pylon for high-ten
*n clectricity lines in the
~whire region.

Pakistan no longer wants to be a villain i

ISLAMABAD, May 17: Pa-
kistan said Monday it is tired
of being cast as a villain in the
ﬂ'-‘dr-ldmlrdmnd

for a pmhg 'lh I

create, reporis AP.

"Pakistan is a victim of t.hh
ilitcit business,” MNarcolics
Minister Sardar Asse! All told
an international conference on
drug abuse.

The Unitced Nations, co-
sponsor of the conference, c»-
timates about 15000 acres
6.000 hectares] under poppy
cultivation this year in Pakistan
will produce 180 tons of opi-
um. the raw material of heroin.

In neighbouring Alghants-

Imvhc.ﬂ:lfr-ﬁuu:rtbtl

government has little control
muﬂr the capital of Kabul,
the UN estimates tens of
thousands of acres are ex-
pected to produce more than
2,000 tons of oplum.

"The expansion of
poppy cultivation in Al-
ghanistan has made it im-
possible for us 0 contain the
drug problem”, said Mazoor
Ahmed, narcotics control di-
recior in the rugged Nor-
thwest Frontier Province,
where most of Pakistan's pop
ples are grown

Assef Al said Pakistan's old
allies, like Washingion, ig-
nored poppy cullivation in

while Muslim in

surgents fought invading Soviet

soldiers.

Several of Afghantstan's
major rebel leaders, who re-
ceived large amounts of US
and Saud! Arablan aid, grew

poppies to supplement their
income.

"Instead of countries always
making Pakistan the villain,
not make it a partner in a
mnl problem?” Assefl Ali said.
But neither the United
States nor Saudi Arabia is con-
vinced of Pakistan's commit-
ment to curb drug preduction.

D smuggling to Saud|
Arabia become so thai
sniffer dogs inspect all flights

from Pakistan te the oil rich
kingdom. Visa applications

warn of the death penalty lor
drug smuggling.

Last year, Saudi Arabia be-
headed 63 Pakistanis con-
victed of drui smuggling. ac
cording to fAgures released In
the I.eru language Jang (War)
NEWBpApEY.

Pakistan says it needs more
money to fight dru*- but #t
acknowledges complaints by
its allies thlt it lacks’ political
will and sulfers runaway cor-
ruption.

"The corruptien syndrome
has really affected Pakistan. It's

out of hand. It has really
amaged our repulation,”
Foreign Seccretary Shaharyar
Khan said.
Pakistan's commitment to

s g e

two ul’ the country's biggest
drug barons were elected o
the national assembly or pow-
erful lower house of parlia-
ment. '

Haji Ayub Afridi, who has
five outsianding arrest war-
rants on drug charges and one
conviction in absentia, was one
of the legislators.

Pakistan says it has little in
fluence in the northwest tribal
region, where warlords rule
with flerce inde

The mostly Icﬂh munhy
is also a big transit peint for
herotn, drug enforcement offi-
clals say.

Most of the heroin passes

n drug war

through Pakistan's lplmly
pupuhted I3aluchistan province
to one of scveral "smuggler's
ports’ along the 1,500 -mile
(2.400- Hhmﬂtrl Mekran
coast with the the Amabian Sea,

officials say.

They say the heroin also
moves out of Pakistan, through
norithern Afghanistan and
across the mer Central

Asian republics into Russia and
the Ukraine.

iran has become a less

reute since

executing drug smugglers, but
experts said some heroin still
moves Lhrough Iran and into
Turkey, then into Bulgaria and
Western Europe.

Pak court acquits
Zardari of keepmg
illegal arms

KARACHI, May 17 A
Pakistan court acquitted the
husband of former Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutte on
Sunday on charges of keeping
illegal arms, his lawyer said,
reports Reuter,

Asif All Zardari, Water and
Power Minister in the present
carctaker govermment of
Prime Minister Mir Balkh Sher
Mazari, was acquitted for lack
of evidence, the lawyer said

Zardari was arrested after
President Ghulam Ishag Khan
sacked Bhutto's government in
August 1960 on disputed
charges of misrule and.cormup
thon.




