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Dhaka, Tuesday, May 18, 1993

Urgent Measures Needed
Th

¢ da -light shoot-out and dacoity that
occurred ntrl:gtl?:y heart of the commercial district
of the capital, has sent a wave of nervous shock
throughout Dhaka, and to much of the country.
The mafla-style hold-up, breaking through the
car, blasting bs to scare people away, shoot-
ing the victim and snatching away the loot, sub-
sequently shooting a passe who tried to come
to the ald of the victim, and of course the suc-
cessful getaway, all speak of the dangerous rise of

anised crime in the city.

¢ rise of crime, violence and terrorism is
something that our people have watched
with tremendous concern. We in the media,
especially the newspapers, have repeatedly drawn
the government's attention to this phenomenon
whic cuts across all political parties and
partisan views. But so far to no avail. What we
need in this particular instance is determined
and exemplary effort, if possible, on the basis of
political and social consensus, to strike against
the criminals.

One of the saddest development of the past
several years is the politicisation of crime, and
the criminalisation of politics, which has direct
bearing on the rise of organised crime. The use
of armed gangs within major political parties to
provide the fire and muscle power when needed

provides political cover and leﬂtinnag of sorts to
plain thu

those who are otherwise s. These
criminal elements, sometimes with the knowl-
edge of the political parties that protect them,
but often without, induldge in extortion and pro-
tection rackets. The prolest march of our shop-
keepers and the sett up of private security
teams by our retail traders in several shu{)pmg
areas and 'bazars' of the city, amply testify to the
rise of organised crime in the city. It is a violent
demonstration of that phenomenon which we saw
last Sunday.

Government, and especially the law enforce-
ment agencies, must take up the issue of law
and order with much more earnestness than
have been evident so far. Their evident lack of
determination and sufficient push behind
this effort, has given a wrong signal to the
criminals.

If we take account of how many violent crimes
the police have been able to solve, and how many
murderers and killers have actu been put be-
hind bars, then it becomes amply clear as to wh
criminals are beco ever more daring an
why people are increasingly bec skeptical
about their safety. Several day-light murder of

rominent people and numerous daring robbery
ave all remained unsolved. Criminals and ga
behind those murders and robbery still roam the
city with no apparent care in the world.
ere is no de the fact that the failure of
the police force and the CID has been abysmal.
The guestion now is, will the government take up
this problem seriously and do something about it?
The rise in violent crimes is not only a threat to
the civic life, but to society at large. Crimes affect
all aspects of our life, especially those related to
trade, commerce, production and..business in
general. If such be the state of our security, leave
alone attract foreign investment, our own en-
trepreneurs will refuse to invest and set up busi-

Ness.

The point must be understood at the highest
level of the government that cuntrulling crime
lies at the very heart of our struggle for develop-
ment, .

Action, Not Studies

The first ever meeting of the inter-ministerial
committee for restructuring mills and factories
under various Corporations of the Ministry of
Industry was held last Sunday. Needless to say we
welcome this meeting. But must hasten to ask,
why has it taken so long? The importance of a
committee such as the one mentioned is obvious.
The fact of our ma overnment owned mills
and factories being "black holes" of perpetual loss
has been known for years. So why should the
concerned ministries wait for so long to set up
what seems like a very sensible mechanism of
solving this very important problem.

The Planning Minister, Zahiruddin Khan,
spea on the occasion suggested that in-depth
studies be undertaken of 22 of the 63 industrial
units that need to be rescued from their so-called
sick status. The question therefore is, having
taken so much time to set up the inter- ministe-
rial committee, if we now t the course of go-

for indepth studies, then when we will start
::ﬁmg the steps that will actually turn these loss
ma governmental units into profitable ones?
Already {wo years have passed of the five year
mandate for which the present government has
been elected. Is there really enough time to pro-
ceed the way that is being su ed? Yes, there
may not exist case By case studies of the sick in-
dustrial units. And yes, such studies would defi-
nitely add to the wealth of knowledge as to how
not to run public enterprises. However, there is
sufficient knowledge about the causes and reasons
for the terrible mess of the public sector bodies,
for us to go for direct action to salvage these
wealth destroying units. The main issues of
managerial inefliciency, low labour E'oduct.tvity.
over employment, no accountability, lack of oper-
ating capital, and anomalous government policy
are all well known to us. | -

Therefore, our suggestion would be that the in-
ter-ministerial committee should, instead of in-
depth studies on the problem, put its intellectual
resources together in detegmining action pro-

ammes and in chalking oul a series of ste

at need to be taken immediately. For example,
the question of management efliciency should be
the first issue to come under scrutiny.
Durcaucratic approach to industrial ement
is perhaps the core problem. Then the issue of
rformance accountability must be brought to
he fore. The practice of getting pay, overtime
and bonus even when the unit concerned is fail-
miserably to perform should be done away

with from this very instant. Often public enter-
prises were used by the ruling parties of the day

to provide employment to party cadres — a way of
magdng the state pay penglc \{'huu main work is
to Eﬂpaﬁlc the party, especially among the
workers. This must also be stopped.

The measures we suggest do not require in-
depth studies. What has been lacking so for is a
will to act. We urge the government to go for
concrete action, and not to waste further time.
Alter all time is not an inexhaustible commodity.
Neither is people's patience.
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F Serbs’ atrocities on

Bosnian Muslims have
not aroused the con-
science of the non-Serbs
around the world, then the
world is yet to be civillzed. The
atrocities can only be
compared with the Holocaust
which the world will always
condemn. The world fought
against Hitler but why delay in
fighting present day Hitler

Milsevic and his surrogates?
President Clinton promised
to act in Bosnia even during
his Presidential campaign. He
followed it up though with oc-
casional hesitations but pro-
military actjons against
Serbs in the form of
bombing Serbian military tar-
gets. He wanted allied partici-
tion and rightly so. US had

Il albed support in the Gulf

war. The cause was lraq's oc-
cupation of Kuwait; they all

acted, and acted within 72
hours of Iragi occupation be

cause oil supply was at stake
But no action in Bosnia even
though there is llolocaust” by
Serbs on Bosnian Muslims.
West Europe's ambivalence,
despite US’s pressure to acl
goes against its civilized behav-
for. Former Prime Ministcr
Margaret Thacher was right in
saying — it s unworthy of the
west.

President Clinton's proposal
to knock out by air strikes
major military targets of
Bosnian Serbs would not only
have largcly stopped the atroc-
ities on Bosnian civillans but
would also have pe.siuded the
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World Helplessly Watches Serbs'

Genocide of Bosnian Muslims

Serbs to accept much debat-
able Vance-Owen peace plan.
But West Europe's arguments
against air-strikes on the plea
ol safety of UN ground forces
and continuing reliel work do
not appear valid. I Serbs milt-
tary capabilities were madc
inclfective, there would have
been less need for reliel work.
The UN ground forces could
be given enough fire-power to
prolect themselves. Else they
should be withdrawn and
prompl actions be laken so
that these reliel troops are no
longer needed. Joseph Biden,
a member of the US Senate
Foreign Relations Commitiee
rightly "urged the Europeans
to pull their UN reliefl troops
out of Bosnia, saying the sol-
diers were being used as an
excuse o avoid using military
force on behall of the
Muslims.” In this case, unlor-
tunately, the West Europe
stands exposed — it can no

longer boost of its civilization
normal values and also its

commitment to human righis
it is also surprising why
President Clinton being the
President of the only
Superpower has to depend so
much on Wesl Europe. te was
obliged to consult but nol
obliged to go by their decision,

* by Muslehuddin Ahmad

it is nol uplo anyone (O say
what a Supcrpower President
should do but people expect
him to make his own decision
and carry others along

President Clinton's predeces-
sors did the same. re were
public and con hesi-
tations even in case of Kuwait.
But President Bush went
ahead. Same happened when
US intervened in Panama and
Granada; the Presidents rightly
or wrongly went ahead. I the
US does not find justification
to act, il necessary alone, In
Bosnia it will hardly have a
ground Lo act In future any-
where in the world.

As Lhe situation slands
President CHnton should stick
to his own decision and act
immediately. Otherwise, Serbs
will continue their murder,
rapes and ethic cleansing The
people of the US are expected
to praise him ultimately for his
action — action not only in the
interest of the US but also for
its values, for stopping uncivi-
lized behaviour where is takes
place. Only then it can be wor-
thy of being the Superpower.

West Europe is unwilling to
act even though one of its

neighbors has been engaged in
nocide on another neighbor
over |13 months. Let Niros
lay fMute while Bosnia is
rning, one day all may be
engulfed if such barbarism is
allowed to continue
unchecked. Remember World
War-] started on an incident in
Saraijevo. But those who care
must act without further hesi-

tation and delay.

Again senator Biden while
continuing his remarks on
Bosnia said “let's not mince
words — European policy is
based on cultural and religious
indifference if not bigotry, and
| think it is fair 10 say this
would have been an entirely
different situation {f the
Muslims were doing what the
Serbs have done. The truth of
this is not lost on the Islamic
World.”

Moreover, Europeans’ ar-
guments, probably influenced
by Lord Owen in his final ef-
forts to implement his peace
plan, for more sanctions, more
political pressure, appear
meaningless as these generally
do not work and are indeed
futile in Bosnia-Serbia situa-
tion. Indeed this is allowing
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further ime and opportunities
to Bosnian Serbs 1o continue
their erime.

The idea of "Sale Areas” or
“Safe Havens™ in Bosnia pro-
tected by UN troops also ap-
pear less corwincing for sev-
eral reasons: number of troops
and fire power not enough to
protect "safe areas” and they
cannot be there for all tmes to
come, new areas are being at-
tacked by Serbs and most im-
portantly hardly is left
in those areas alter Serbian
atrocities. Either they have
been killed or lelt the area
Larry Hollingworth, Chiel of
UNHCR in Bosnia said. "It
clearly did not save Zepa and ft
probably won't save any placc
else. What good is a safe area in
a ghost town?7"

Milsevic who |s supposed W
be tried as a war criminal has

duped the world by posing as
the peace-maker. It Is who in-
vented the idea of greater
Serbia and ethic cleansing and
has been implementing it with
the help of his surrogates in
Bosnia by using the most bar-
baric methods. He cannot sud-
denly become a peace maker.

His latest promise of embargo
and blockade on Bosnian Serbs
is worthiess. The borders are
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open — who inspects the em-
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cistvely in such a situation.
Again why blame West Europe
and asks only US to act?

Where is the Muslim World?
Where are the countries —
lran, Iraq, Libya, Syria and
others which seem ready o
fight the jews: can't they flight
the Serb criminals? Anyway, it
is not a call on Muslim coun-
iries 1o have a crusade agains!
non-Muslim Serbs, it should be
a fight by all the civiltzed peo-
ple — Muslims and non-
Muslims against Lhe uncivi-
lized. Al this stage, UN arms
embargo on Bosnian Muslims
secems irrelevant. Send men
and materials o Bosnia and
tell President Clinton that the
Musiim world will join US with
its forces in saving Bosnian
Muslims — the helpless men,
women and children. Maybe,
West Europe will also chan
its present ambivalent attit
and join the combined interna-
tional action.
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Ethnic Cleansing in Bosnia-Greater Serbia

S ‘ethnic cleansing' in

Bosnia, which in effect

means murder, rape
and expulsion of Muslims from
their hearth and home,
continues with all its ferocity,
the hand wringing of the
international community,
continues unabated. The
Security Council of the UN has
been reduced to a laughing
stock by the sheer number of
resolutions without a
dissent and violated by Serbia,
before the ink was dry. The in-
escapable question that the in-
ternational community is faced
with is simply if they will allow
a whole community to be
wiped out from the heart of
Europe to satisfy the greed of
the Serbs.

The Vance-Owen plan

around which all the diplo-
matic activity is centered to-
day, is nearly nine months oid.
During this period the Serbs
have sowed terror in Bosnia
among the Muslims and have
murdered. Ra and lled
hundreds nfpefhnulnngi of
Muslims in order to expand
their territory. It may be re-
called that the Vance-Owen
plan envisages the creation of
ten autonomous regions in
place of present Bosnia-
Herzegovina, to be divided
equally between the Muslims,
Croats and Serbs and turn
Sarajevo, the capital, an open
city for all. This plan amply
rewards the aggressor, Lhe
Serbs, for they retain 43 per
cent of their conquest, which
at present stands at 70 per

cent of Bosnian territory. Alia
izzetebegovitch, leader of the
Muslims balked at and had to
be pressurised to accept Lhe
plan. The Croals were more

“than willing. The Serbs, who

have set their sights on a
greater Serbia, have been -
ing for time. Milosevitch in
Belgrade and Karadjitch In
Bosnia have been playing the
coy diplomatic of soft-
liner and hardliner. The
Vance-Owen duo took months
to make Milosevitch accept.
their plan. Then a round
of unending conferences to
make Karad{itch accept their
plan. At long last the latest
vonference in Athens was

" the in

Arshad-vz Zaman writes from Istanbul

vesed a t victory because
exible Karadjitch
signed the plan, But he put a
sly clause — his parllament
must approve the plan. The
parllament, like on an earlier
occasion, rejected the plan
and proposed a reflerendum
instead. This means more Lime
for the Serbs, more terror for
the hapless Muslims, who have
fnu’hl with unparalicled gal-
lantry, and ol course more ter-
ritory for the Serbs. More im-
portantly, it would mecan con-
solidation of their empire
establishing corridors throu
cleansed Muslim territories.
Beyond pious resolutions,
whose number would create an

all time record in the Security
Council on a single topic, and
toothless economic and half-
hearted military sanctions lke
the establishment of no fly
zones, the international com-
munity has distinguished itself
by supreme inactivity. It has
been evident from onset
of the break up of Yugoslavia,
that Serbs, the largest of the
three communities have [reely
been receiving arms from her
European neighbours, found
her opportunity to achieve her
long-held dream — a great’
Serbia. it has become ciystal
clear that mere threats would
not make them deter from
their murderous conquest. The
world has been numbed by Lhe
gruesome nature of the atroct-
Lies.

The noise from
Washington sounds daily a t-
tie bit more menacing and
from Europe it is still continu-
ation of the same futfle scarch
for a negotiated settlement.

Also clear is the [act that
the world onge again looks
upto the young US President
Bill Clinton for decisive action,
Again, the US in order (o
maintain her world lcadership
cCAn nNo take refuge be-
hind " oropean non-action.
Military ., even i Eimited
lu Lhe Serbian I'I'Il..m instal-
lations, will be the most
message and will shorten the
agony of the Serbian Muslims
and hasten a solution, so ea-
gerly awaited by peace-loving
people around the world.

Mystery of New Air Base near S. Atrican Border

Marx Garekwe writes from Gaborone

ONSTRUCTION of the
hrgelt military air base
in black Mric?i: almost
complete. It is in the republic
of Botswana and the cost fis
estimated at 81 billion — about
20 per cent of the country's
Gross Domestic Product.

At a time when most coun-
tries are cutting defence
spending the building of this
most expensive facility has
aroused much criticism {n
Botswana and raised eyebrows
in the regions.

The government is under
fire for embarking on such a
project while the world is busy
disarming and preaching de-
tente. Political observers say
the work is carried out with
the involvement of France and
the United States. Both coun-
tries deny this and say the
whole project is the sole initia-
tive of the Botswana govern-
ment.

The development comes at
a time when the country's
economic growth is slowing.
Minister of Finance and
Development Planning Festus

has forecast deficits in
the national treasury during
his last two budget presenta-
tions to parliament.

The source ol funding for
Project Eagle, as the base is
nicknamed, s a closely
guarded secret, but sourees say
Botswana will get a loan from
France. Political observers say
that under the package France
will also supply aircraft to be
used by the Botswana Defence
Force (BDF).

In what some call a
"sweetheart deal,” the French

A big air base is being built in Botswana only about 100 kilometres from the South African
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border. Funding is shrouded in secrecy. The United States and France are said to be
involved and the French are supplying aircraft to Botswana as part of the deal. The theory
_is that the US wants to secure its interests in the region in case a revolutionary government
comes to power in South Africa.

Angolz

an unde-
termined number of military pany Spie Batignolles with

firms are providing

planes. The tender was

Billion dollar airport

Zambia

awarded to the French com-

South African companies as

subcontractors. The cost: about

$250 million.
Critics argue that with a
population of 1.3 million peo-

ple and its much respected

record of non-aggression,
Botswana does not need this

kind of project.

They say the facility is for
the use of the US services
which have already started
military exercises in Botswana.
The BDF is tiny and Botswana,
unlike most of its neighbours,

has never had to wage war —
either internally or externally.

The base is in the south
western part of Botswana about
35 kilometres, north of
Molepolole village, at a place
called Mapharangwane. It is
about 100 kms. from the South

African border.

The opposition partics ar-
gue that for a country with just
a few planes and some recon-
ditioned }ﬂs there is no justi-
fication for this factlity. They
accuse the government of
building it to meet the logisti-
cal requirements of the
American army.

When fully operational it
would be used as the centre of
US military exercises and ac-

tivitics in southern Alrica al a
time when the future ol South
Africa 1s unpredictable. It
would be a checkpoint for
what might be seen as military
and political hooliganism in
southern Africa.

The belief is that the US is
getting involved militarily in
the region so that it can sale-
guard its interests (strategic
and otherwise] ff a revolution-
ary government come (o power
at some stage in South Alfrica.
Apart [from Botswana, the
South Africa ruled by the
National Party under Presidcnt
FW de Klerk is the last custo-
dian of US strategic interests
in the region.

One theory is that the cOn-
servative government of
President Quett Masire will
recoup the costs of the project
by renting the base to the US,

government says it is in
the interest ol Bostwana's se-
curity.

Whatever the reasons ad-
vanced people are angry at Lhe
government for building the
base at the expense of social
amenities and infrastructure,
The school system has deteri-
orated badly since the lale
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1980s. Both ¢ school and
» hight ‘setiod] produfe me-
diocre products. A growing

number of high school age
children are not up to stan-
dard because of a shortage of
secondary schools.

Alter the first nine years of
schooling, drop-outs add lo
the growing numbers of
unempl . They cannot find
places for further education or
jobs.

As a result of this the num-
bers of street kids are on the
increase. Wealthy families —
among them cabinet ministers
and top civil servants — who
can afford it, prefer to send
their kids to neighbouring
South Africa or Zimbabwe for
schooling because they have
lost faith in the system. Some
even send their children to
Britain or North America.

Those who cannot afford it
are bitter that in diamond-rich
Botswana their children are
left to turn into boBashi and
boNtshadi — the Tswana words
for streets boys and girls.

Botswana has about 83 bil-
lion in foreign reserves, pri-
marily from diamond exports,
tourism and beef production
for the European Community
countries. Yet despite all this
wcalth most people are with-
out running water.

— GEMINI NEWS

MARX GAREKWE is a
Botswana-borm [reelance jour-
nalist.
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Sir, It is amazing to note
that Biman, already burdened
with a heavy debt servicing lia-
bility of about 100 crore, is go-
ing to purchase two new
ﬁurg’oun A 310-300 worth about
100-120 million US dollar. It
is reported in the press that
recently Council Committee of
Ministers in its meeting rec-
ommended for such purchase
in view of the very "good con-
dition” of our present econ-
omy. A very senior Minister
has, it {s reported, turned
down the proposal of any lease

arrangement proposed by
Biman.

It may be pointed out here
that in the airline operations,
now-a-days people are not buy-
ing aircraft because of enor-
mous cost of modern jets, and
leasing has become very popu-
lar, particularly airlines with
weak income. There are many
inherent advantages: First,
there is very little financial in-
volvement compared to pur-
chase; secondly, you have

ready-to-fly aircralt without
the hassle of maintenance and
repair; and thirdly, if the oper-
ation is not profitable, there is
the option of terminating the
lease after an agreed period of
even 30 days. It is for this rea-
son that even major airlines
like the British Airways,
British Caledonian, Qantas, Air
Canada and many others are
operating with leased aircraft,

But, what about Biman
Bangladesh Airline? A third
world country airline? It is
besieged with so many factors
resulting in the hindrance to
take a pragmatic outlook for
acquiring wide-bodies aircraft

for raising its fleet of four DC
10-30 aircraft.

It is gathered that Biman,
according to the instruction of
the Council Committee has al-
ready abandoned the idea of
and {s now preparing for the
purchase of two used A 310-
300 Airbus. Till that time, the

route expansion programme of

Biman {n general and fts
planned operation to New York
in particular, will have to wait,

resulting a great uncertainty.

This is the state of affairs of

Biman — our national airlines
— in brief. Will some one in our
Government machinery look
into this mess and unscrupu-
lous activities that plagued our
national airline?

Nazim Uddin Ahmed

34, Ulon Road, Rampura,
Dhaka
Gross injustice

Sir, Those who have retired

from Govt,, semi Govt., au-

tonomous or similar bodies be-
tween the

period of previous
1986 Pay Commission and the

current Pay Commission, eflec-

tive from July 1,1991, used to

get one or two or three dear-
ness allowances (DA) depend-
ing on the time of retirement.

Each DA amounts to 10 per

cent of basic pay. The [act re-

mains that during retirement
those employees Emd not got

any benefit of those DAs while
calculating retirement bene-

fits.

Non pensionable jobs in
scctor corporations are worst
examples as once their re-
tirement benefits of gratuity
and provident funds are paid,
their names are struck ofl for
good while pension holders
continue to get subsequent
benefits also from future Pay
Commission. Thus a person
retiring at Tk 5700.00 per
month as basic pay on 30.6.91]
with three DAs will get bene-
fits of Tk 5700.00 while the
same person retiring on 1.7.91
will get benefits of Tk 9500.00
per month. Under the above
facts, is it not a gross injustice
though we often preach natural

justice, equity, fairplay and so

on. Let us ponder over the
matter.

Sadig Alee
Maghbazar, Dhaka

Bosnian peace plan

Sir, We wonder who rules
[elgrade, the capital of former
Socialist Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia, now comprised of

Montencgro and Serbial Is he
the Yugoslayv President
Dobrica Cosfe, the Serbian
President Slobodan Milosevic,
Serbian Army Commander
Ratko Mladic or the fierce
Serb leader Rodovan Karadzic?
Europe, the cradle of civilisa-
tion, has been threatened by
the jungle rule in Belgrade.

We also wonder who Cyrus
Vance of the USA and Lord
Owen of the UK the mediators
and peace makers of Bosnia?
The so-called Vance-Owen
peace plan to divide Bosnia
into ten semi-autonomous
‘'states’ has added fuel to the
fire. The Serbs are annthilating
the Muslims and swallowing up
[Bosnian land.

Why did Belgrade hold a
reflecrendum In Bosnla in
February 19927 Subsequently,

why did the UNO and many
countries accord recognition
to the i{ndependence of
Bosnia? If the states ltke
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania
can achieve their indepen-
dence from the yoke of former
USSR, what wrong have the

Bosnian Muslims committed?
We fail to understand how
and why and under what cir-
cumstances Vance and Owen
have proposed division of
Bosnia into ten semi-au-
tonomous 'states? Did not
know how the Punjab an
Bengal were divided and de-
marcated under Sir Cyril
Radcliff of UK in the year
19477 Whither Bosnie today?

We would request the UNO,
UN peace keeping force sta-
tioned in Bosnia and the world
conscience to stop bloodshed
in Bosnia, help maintain a sta-
tus quo ‘as it is, where it is'
among the Serbs and the
Bosnian Muslims and form a
boundary commission consist-
ing of jurists from {)
Bangladesh, i) India, {if)
Pakistan, Iv)] USA, v] UK, vi
Russia and vif) China to decide
and to draw a contiguous
boundary line between the two
different peoples, and help re-
store peace, security and sta-
bility in Bosnia.

O H Kabir
Dhaka- 1203,



