The Class Hc

T is casy for us mortals,

to get our priorities all

wrong. In fact, it is
casier to get them wrong than
right. As it is ecasier to make
mistakes than make the
correct decisions. In fact, 1t is
a miracle we ever do anything
right. By all accounts, we
should be blundering through
life making all the mistakes
under the sun.

However, since there arc a
few of us still left, who think
they make the right decisions,
it is probably time for them to
sit up and take note — note of
things which can easily go
astray. And amongst the things
that can go astray, is our atti-
tude towards ourselves. We
would, of course, all like to be
included in the Guinness Book
of Records, or something
equally exciting for simply
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blessing the world by our noble
births. HBengalis actually quite
take the for their conceit
in thinking he and they alone
is the greatest of all creations
and if they have their way, will
not permit anyone around
them, to forget it either.

For us, the of man-
ners, is something rather diffi-
cult to come by. For some of
us, | must hasten to add. We
distinctly think and feel we
can do whatever we like, when
we like, anyway we like, and
get away with it. That it is not
always the right thing to do
perhaps, would bée blasphemy
to the Bengali soul. It is doing
it, therefore it is right. That is
quite a way of looking at
things, we candidly admit.
ing amongst us, at times, wil
pr:'f\mttly admit to ourselves is

that though manners may be
the visible t of what we
are, class is invisible part

of it. And claas is the thing

which we either have or we do
not have. No matter how much
the Bengalis like to hufl and
pufl, for those of them, who do
not have the class they will
never have 1it. Mo will not
buy it for them much to them
astonishment. Class has noth-
ing to do with money, some ol
us -fail to realize in our eupho-
ria of new found wealth. In [act
a old sa s, "It's the
“;f!f rich w}ﬂtﬁi off their
money. Class doecs not need
wealth to show itsell.”

It is the quiet and dignificd

‘moments ol life, which reveal

class for what it is. The small
acts of kindness, of thought-
fulness, is what perhaps class

Happy Marria qe

OTH may feel that they

can't possibly manage

unless the wife helps
with the weekly budget. They
may think the home would be
happier if she stays there. So
long as there is agreement the
problem doesn't exist.

But what if the husband re-
sents the implication that he
can't support a wife or the wife
feels buried alive unless she
can spend at least part of the
day with the girls in the office?
Then it helps to take a look
and try to find out why it mat-
ters s0 much to the husband
that his wile should be entircly
dependent on him financially,

or the wife finds her office - '

fi ' company SO necessary.
Money is much more than
the coins you pass across the
counter. In mos: people's
minds it represents suceess.
However much we may de-
plore this attitude, the hard
fact ts that the world rates us
by our degree of affluence — or
so we feel. No wonder the
weekly budget looms so large
in young people's thoughts. All
these attitudes have been in-
stilled into us early in our
lives and, once established, we
take them absolutely for
granted. We find it very diffi-
cult to accept any ideas or
methods that are different
from our own or our parents.
How much work a wile does

is all about. It is diflicuilt to put
your finger on it. It is natural,
it is graceful. It speaks for it
sell not in the momentous acls
but in the acts which occur
without fanfare and the drums.

The most expensive dia-
mond in the world will not buy
you class; that flashy car has
nothing to do with the clusive
class. For class is elusive
Those who have it, are perhaps
born with it. Difficult to say,
actually. It is a lifelong trait,
that's for sure. Class is sponta-
neous. Those who do not have
it, can spend a lifetime trying
to achieve it, but will not suc-

‘ceed. And those whe have f{t,

just exclude it, unconsciously.

Class is the clegant hostess,
who knows without being
asked, that one &f her clderly
guests is not fecling like shar
ing in the endless round of
drinks, and would like to slip
quietly away. It is a linc of po-
etry, recited at the right mo-
ment, for the right occasion,
without sounding pompous. It
is the elusive art of paying a
compliment for its own sake,
and not gushing or [alling over
oncself to prove a point.

The lady who elegantly dabs
her lips at dinner certainly
shows better class than the
onie who ruins her hostess's
serviette by rubbing away at
her crimson mouth to erase all
trace of the coflfee! A jetset
style of life or a flashy new car
every six months, has nothing
to do with class. But to be able
to discuss quietly and intelli-
gently, literature classics or
quote that little line from your
favourite poem, is class, per-
haps. Or is it visible in the lit-
tle gold chain he gives to her,
quietly and lovingly, without
being asked, maybe on an oc-
casion, maybe just to say he
cares. Why do we forget ac-
tions speak louder than
words?

But then, who knows. If we
did, we would write pages and
pages on it, and then every-
body would perhaps have class.
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decide to do is all tied up with
the couple’s vicws on starting a

family. Some feel that lile is
such fun and so full that there
is no need to have children.

- Others think that marriage is

not complele without them,
e o l.;w-.u ;ﬂ: .

and there are a lot of opinions
in between. Whatever decision
you may make, remember that
marriage changes everyuonc
and people feel very diflerently
about babies after they have
been married a little while. It's
a good idea to review the sit-
uation from time to time and
to remember that having a
baby is a family affair and not
just a job that the wife must
cope with alone.

.__. - ':I_.: . ‘: '_a:-.-

One widely-held idea is that
i baby will help to patch up a
miarriage which is not running

‘as smoothly as it might. This is

simply not so. Do you think it
is any casicer.do face problems
aflter broken nights and on

pr T
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days when you have no sooner
finished clearing one meal
than it is time to prepare the:
next? The ellect children have
depends on the quality of the
marriage. If 1t is a good mar-
riage, they .provide the ce-
ment; if it has shaky founda-
tons, they are more likely to
drive in wedges.

Much the same thing ap-
plies to family relationships. In
most people’s minds the "in-

g

laws” and music-hall jokes are
inscparable. But why?
The In-Laws

A man may be divided be-
tween his love and loyalty to
his young wife and his aflection
for his mother. Remember,
too, that parents have to try to
accept as sons-and daughters-
in-law people who are compar-
ative strangers. Even when the
in-laws live in another town,

their presence may be felt very
much in the new home.

When a new husband re-
marks that his moiher always
ironed his shirts such and
such a way, the wife fi ntly
assumes that he thinks trlat his
mother irons better than she

.does. When a wife expects her

husband to take on some re-
sponsibility his reluctance is
idfcreased when she says,
“Well, my father always did ...”
So, as well as the couple with
their real and ideal sides, we
now have "what my mother
did”, "how my father man-
aged”, "the way my family runs”
and “what your family does”.

to Marriage

Traditionally newly-weds
try to set up home on their
own, and it is the establish-
ment of this independence
which sometimes causes trou-
ble in the [amily.

(To be continued)

fcmale has to fight
inst the rigid establ-
ishment of double stan-
dards since her childhood. As
the middle-class girl child
grows up, she hears the talk of
ing abroad to study and work
rom her brothers and male
cousins. She secs the boys
around her competing with
cach other to go to England,
America and the Middle East,
With western education, she
learns to have a penchant for
all that is European or
American and longs to study at
foreign schools Itke Yale,
Harvard, Oxford and Cambri-
dge. When she dares to bring
up the subject of her going
abroad like the rest her male
clan, she is » rebuked
and left to ery on to her peas
and chicken on the plate on
the dining table.

Often a teen- girl with
her coterte of girl nds have
remarked that the boys in the
family are treated' like the
lords of creation. The addition
of a boy has been welcomed in
every home while a girl has
often been tolerated. From
having unending girl friends to
“bunking” and failing classes
and even smoking marijuana
has been overloo in the
male youth. Standing at the
classroom door, a may be
heard saying how wants to
stay back, and enjoy the col-
lege function. "1 have stayed
back twice this week. I | do so
any more there will be terrible
hue and cry alt home. It is such
a pity — | wanted to take part
in the play but | cannot at this
rate, Had it been even my
younger brother, he would
have n allowed to stay out,
with any given excuse that he
can furnish. | have had to give
up my foreign language class
with the same pressures at
home. | had classes thrice a
week and we got off at 7
o'clock. 1 would reach home by
rickshaw in another fifteen
minutes. Within that time,

‘however, relatives, specially

aunts, who happened to drop
in, would pass vicious remarks
about girls staying away from

- Jhomie afler dark ™

Another girl Taments, T
have always been fond of sing-
ing and dancing and being on
stage. But for Jong my love of
the stage has come under

sharp criticism. Pcople sce it .

as cheap publicity. Even my
own rclatives have been very
unkind and rudc the last lime
I took part in a fashion parade.
All my dreams of working in
the radio or TV have thus been

- stamped out. 1 have had such

dreams of giving public per-
formances of songs as a child.
Now all this humiliation is
never the fate of the boys in
the family. They take part in
films where they stay out
shooting till 2 am and, no one

goes to criticise them. There
are others, who are paid for

their playing drums and guitar
for the same films, and their
family is proud of them. | know
some cousins ol mine who
even play at hotels for their
pocket money. Yet none wastes
their energy criticising them”,

A twenty-year-old university
student complains, about the
same existence of double stan-
dards in her family. "My
mother and the rest ol the
family expect me to marry a
cross eyed, pot-bellied or
buck-toothed so-called eligible
mart that they find suitable for
me from their point of view. If
he has a job and a car, he is
believed to be a heaven sent
gift. Nobody cares to investi-
gate deep into his life or living.
Nobody bothers to notice that
he chain smokes and smells
like an ashtray, or that he is
bloated as a fish with drinking.
All these faults are carefully
put aside and excused by the
family who wish to promote
the match and wash their
hands off the girl."

Double
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Fthere is any sign of

gumshrinkage or pyorr-

hoea the gums should be
massaged with firm, circular
movements using the pad of
the little finger.

Deodorants are¢ substan-
ces which reduce, counteract,
or destroy body odors, mainly
caused through perspiration.
There are many harmiless and
effective deodorants available
in cream, liquid and powder
form. Full directions are given,
and their use and choice is a
matter of individual prefer-
ence,

Equipmen {. Toilet acecs-
sorfes should be kept scrupu-
lously clean, burning all cot-
ton-wool immediately alter use

| and keeping powder pulls cov-

cred, Hairbrushes should be
wished twice weekly, and face-
lannels and nafl-brushes, ete.
bofled frequently. Keep cos-

| metics and equipment in a

convenient drawer or box, line

Beauty Tips

it with American cloth or plas-

tie, so that iL is pleasantl to
look at and easy to keep clean.

. A washing square of
moderately rough texture.

2. A mild toilet soap.

3. A hairbrush of good-quality
long bristle.

4. A comb having teeth with
rounded edges; one with
square saw-litke edges
breaks the hair.

5. A still nail-brush.

6. DPumice-stone.

7. Cotton-wool or paper

tissucs.,

B. A washable pufl.

9. A toothbrush of medium
hardness.

10. Tweczers.

11. A long, flexible nail-file.

12. Orange sticks,

13. Emery board,

14. Nail-nippers.

PE
(To be continued)
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by Fayza Haq

She continues in the sanw
dissatisfied tone, "All my thrue
elder brothers have married
after constant and long
courtships. They sent love-let-
lers to their swecthearts, had

secret rendezvous, and held

long unending telephone calls
with the girls who are today
their wives. These girls were
initially not approved by my

parents and family for one rea-
son or another, One had no

college education. Another
came from a family that my
middle-class parents could not
approve of. Another had set his
cap on a French girl who re-
fused to change her religion or
lecarn how to even wear a *
However, in time my parents
made concessions for every
choice and .celebrated the
marriages with great enthusi-
asm and care. Now i [ had a
choice of my own, it would be
hard to get the sympathy of my
parents in the way thc boys
did. My cousins (oo have had
love marriages with girls in
their class or in the same
campus. Yct, if a boy ever rings
me up and the men in the
family happens to pick up, the
phone, there is no end of
scolding and quarrelling in the
house. It is considered r-
feetly mormal for a boy to have
girl friends, to go daling regu-
larly, and to be spending his
pocket moncy or his limited
carning from the part time job
on his girl friend. Yet a girl is
scen walking with a boy or
scen riding in a rickshaw with
him, she invariably gets a 'bad
Yet another young woman
remarks, "I happen to be a
widow and this is such, a pain.
People expect me to wrap my-
self in white and cut myself
away from everyday life. They
tell to play the saint and
martyr. They can't bear to see
me smile and pass scathing
comments about even the pale,
printed "saris’ that | wear. Yet |
know that had | been a man |
would not have to suller simi-
lar rude remarks. Men can
marry at any age and time. |
have known people to divoree
their wives to proceed to
marry, or to go ahead and
marry with four growing chil-
dren at home. Yet socicty has
never raised an eyebrow at the
idea of the divorced man or
widower marrying again, and
that too, in a desperate hurry.
No matter how talented or

rightcous a woman may be, if
she is a divorcee or a widow or
even a single women in her
lale twenties and thirties, she
invariably comes under heavy
rensure and dcrogatory re
marks from all around her.”
An office-goer in her late
twenties observes, "A woman
loses her reputation so
quickly, while if a man has

three or four aflairs, and even
one or two abandoned wives in
his past, it makes his charac-
ler appear colourful and inter-
esting. | have seen my elderly
male collecagues out dafing
with great sell-confidence,
even when have growing
daughters at home. Winning
and womanising seem essen-
tial to prove a man's virility
and charm. Young married
men with good reputations
have been seen flirting outra-
geously in some offices. Yet a
woman can not smile at her
colleague over a harmless joke
without” the  others fnstantly
disapproving of it.' Of dourse,
there are a few discontented
women who have apparently
discreet allairs of their own
but these women are often in-
variably gossiped about and
spoken against mercilessly.
Thus a young woman who
dares to have men friends in
the open is alleged at times, to
indu in even group sex
when she is only having a cup
of coffee with her male ae-
uaintances at local hotel or

b."

From the time a girl is at a
school and is told never to
look at a pair of trousers, till
the time she is sometimes
married overnight to a com-
pletely stranger, who happens
to be her parent's choice and
she must play the saint and
martyr. A girl has not only to
study well and learn the arts af
cooking and cleaning, but must
learn to captivate men in time,

if she is in her twenties and
has not made a match, she,
comes ‘under heavy criticism
cven by her own mother at
home. She is later, sometimes,
expected to carry out every
whim of her husband and even
sell her trousscau jewellery to
support her brood of sisters-
in-law and brothers-in-law,
which included the army of
cousins by marriage. Preducing
malec heirs is often another
"must.” A man, on the other

hand, is excused for his phi-

Standards

landerings. Even when he does

nol out and earn, and lives
ofT l“l‘kln‘"!flmhl

parents, this is conveniently
excused and camouflaged, and
the blame Is put on someone
cise or something remote like
an u ¢ broken
aMWﬂtMM he is
man, gives him the stamp of
approval and he wins . the
grand prix { he so much as
passes an ordinary examination

or lands himsell dull run of the
mill job. Thus, while having an
unmarried sister in her twen-
ties may be an embarrassment,
to be able to claim an uwnmar-
ricd elder brother in his thir-
tics or forties may be is a
common boast.

Who is to be blamed for the
state of aflairs in our society.
where working women have
been a new nomenon for
the past few decades and when
women have to be accepled as
equals even in the progressive
west? Even in places like
London, Washington and
Melbourne, & young woman 1s
expected to be married by
twenty-five, and her having a
constant boy-friend for years is
frowned upon sometimes by
the rest of the tongue-wagging
but well-meaning ily mem-
bers. Wjthout a marriage by
twenty-five, a young woman is
frustrated, is often the com-
ment in the east even by wcll
meaning female friends and

colleagues.

" Discrimination against the
male offspring is seen only too
often in the Subcontinent. The
male countergart is tolerated, .
even when he has no steady
job and may live the lifc of a
Bohemian. One fears that il
will be decades belfore a
woman can be taken as a equal
of a man. Today, to do so, she
has to definitely put in much
more effort, combining her
household chares with her job.
University degrees and actual
office. performance hardly
prove much when many offices

refer male workers, as they

lieve to be more "reliable”,
both in the Subecontinent and
elsewhere. =t

It is difficult to accept the
prevailing double standards
and not to raise some protests.
Yes, in some families girls and
young women are encouraged
to study and follow carcers,
even in the east. But such pro-
gressive families are surely few
and far between.

R X began with a trash
can a nd 500 dollars —

- a friend. Today he is a

millionaire as always happens
in a _fairy tale.

But this was no gift from
God. Mr. X had to work his
sweal out to reach the position
where'\he is now. He was very
enterprising and hardworking
like his ancestors who made
America what it is today.

He conjured a formula of
body lotion or his - ewn,
pedalled his own products
himself and with the help of
lady luck found his product
much in demand from the fas-
tidious ladies who wanted a
good tan of their not so aftrac-
tive skin. '

Today the choosy ones
gpreads the lotion on their al-
tractive bodies, lie down on
hot beaches or around f[ashion-
able swimming pools, in cosy
comjfort in an effort to make
themselves more attractive
and adorable to their beloveds.

The trash can has been
turned into a modern factory
turning out thousands of bot
tles of lotion employing

Nothing succeeds like suc-

0ess
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