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Dhaka Day by Day ==
IML : A World of its Own

by Abdus Shahid
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Languages in myriad forms

The Institute of Modern Languages (IML) of ,

the University of Dhaka can really be called a
world of its own. True, there are some other
language - teaching institutes in Dhaka, like the
British Council, the Goethe Institut or the
Alliance Francaise, but none of those teaches
more than one language while IML can boast of
offering courses in as many as 11 languages.

The IML was established soon after our in-
dependence by some visionary academicians of
the University of Dhaka who understood the
importance of command of languages for an
in dent nation if it were to take its right-
ful place among nations. They hurried to start
the institute in 1974, undaunted by the sevcre
resource constraints of a newly independent
country the struggle of which for [reedom
caused dll kinds of economic dislocations.

They started with only two office rooms and
a handful of students, and boundless zeal.
Classes used to be held only in the evening, in
the Arts Building, if any room could be found
unoccupied at that time,

Today IML. offers courses 35 to 54 groups of
students in 11 languages: Modern Bengali,
English, Chinese, Japanese, Persian, French,
Russian, German, Arabic, Spanish and ltalian.
It offers Junjor Certificate, Senior Certificate,
Diploma and Higher Diploma in those courses,
each one year's duration. in addition to these
courses, the institute arranges short inlensive
courses of a few weeks' duration in some lan-
guages as and when required.

The institute moved to its own premises in
1981. Its classes are now held from eight in
the morning to eight in the evening. It now has
20 full-time teachers, including some well
qualified foreign teachers, and more than
1,000 students,

Foreign embassies and organisations in
Bangladesh now accepts only IML's translation
of various documents as authentic. IML-trained
military persennel are now working in a sev-
eral Middle East countries. Some of its Chinese
students who came here to learn Bengali now
work in the Bengali Service of Radio Beifing
and in the Foreign Language Department in
China. IML-trained Bengali Interpreters now
accompany Chinese delegates who visil
Bangladesh.

Despile such impressive achievements, IML
is still far from mccting its set goals. It is yel to
offer courses for Bangladesh professionals
which would cnable them to compete for UN
and other international jobs where proficiency
in languages other than English is a pre-requi-
site. It still cannot offer courses meant for pro-
fessfonal translators and intlerpreters.
Bangladesh is losing these jobs to her neigh-
bouring countries like India and Pakistan
which use the positions not only to provide
employment to some ple but also to en-
hance their national image and internationa
relations. '

IML's inability to offer such courses, hLow
ever, is not caused by any lack of imagination
on the part of its stall. It does intend to intro-
duce master level courses in all UN languages.
It also is eager to start professional courses for
interpreters and translators. But its plans are
frustrated by resource constraints. While sev-
eral countries have offered to provide full-time
teachers free of cost, IML fs unable to provide
them with even modestly furnished quarters
during their stay in Dhaka. Some embassies in
Dhaka have offered to furnish at least one room
with various ftems which would reflect their
own culture. IML's severe crisis for s has
forced it to shelve such offers, for the time be-

IML's plan to install a language laboratory is
also shelved for 19 years for lack of funds. As
no language institute can run properly without
such a laboratory, IML came up with a less ex-
pensive allternative plan for a audio visual and
listening centrc. Again, shortage of room
stands in its way to realise the plan.

The institute, however, continues with its
cfforts to convince the university and
University Granis Commission about the need
and importance of a full-lledged language insti-
tute. "We are working for the day when
Bangladeshi interpreters will accompany our
delegates and teams abroad and when visiting
foreign delegates won't have to worry about
finding competent translators here. Only then
we will fegl a sense of achievement,” says
Professor Abdul Haye, the present director and
one of the founding [athers ol the institute. llc
probably speaks for all the teachers and stu-
dents of the IML
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ven-member IMF delegation led by its Direc for the Southeast Asia and the Pacific

inister M Saifur Rahman at the latter's
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We must ensure women’s role

in development: Biswas

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday called for
concerted efforts to consoli-
date the position of women
towards achieving develop-
ment and welfare of the soci-
ety, reports BSS.

The President was inaugu-
rating a seminar on "Women
in the Ewolution of Century” at
the Osmani Memorial Hall
"+ yesterday morning.

Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia atiended the seminar.

Organiscd by the Social
Welfare and Women's Affairs
Ministry and the Jatiya Mahila
Sangstha, the seminar was also
participated by Social Welfare
and Women's Affairs Minister
Tariqul Islam, Minister of
State for Social Welfare Sar-
wari Rahman and Chairperson
of the Jattya Mahila Sangstha
Salima Rahuar, M.

Dr Shahd* Raihman, an
Associate Prolessor «f *tinled
Physics of Dhaka University
read out a keynote paper on
the subject. The function was
pres over bF Secretary of
the Social Wellare and Wo-
men's Affairs Ministry Inamul
Hug,

President Biswas under-
lined the important role of
women in building the society
and said, *"We shall have to en-
sure the active n of

participation ol

WOmen :‘n the |
process of a modern society.”
Turning to the advent of

The inaugural ceremony of the third conference on 'Flood
Action Plan’ will be held today(Monday)at 8.45 am at the
International Conference Centre (ICC).

Minister for Agriculture and Irrigation, Water Development
and Flood Control, Maj Gen (retd) M Majid-Ul Huq will inau-

gurate the programme,

VHSS discussion

A discussion meeting on 'HIV/AIDS status in Banglad
Health Services Society (VHSS), will
be held in the city today (Monday).

The meeting will analyse how AIDS epidemic affects de-
velopment work and make plans on what to do for preventing
the discase, as it is a development issue. .

Bangladesh lies in the crossroad of the Asian AIDS epi-
demic as among 1,250 AIDS victims in Asia, 95 per cent are
from India and Thailand, said a W110 report in 1992,

Workshop

A three-day workshop on "Bangladesh National Buflding

organised by Voluntary

the 1400 century of the Bangla
calendar, President 'Biswas
said the people of the munl.rii
irrespective of gender wou
have to follow the path of wel-
fare for building an ideal soci-
ety, educate new generation
and create a progressive social
atmosphere.

Tracing history, President
Biswas pointed out that Begum
Rokeya Shakhawat Hossain
had played the pioneering role
in awakening the women folk
from darkness. He also paid
tributes to Nawab Fatzunnesa of
Comilla for her role in the ex-
pansion of education and social
welfare in the country.

The President referred to

the presence of Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia,
who is also the of

SAARC, in the seminar and re-
called her bold role in anti-au-
focracy movement in the
country, which, he pointed
out, would be recognised in
the history as a unique role for

practising democracy in fu-
ture.

The President also paid
tributes to the Leader of the
Opposition in the Jatiya
Sangsad, Shetkh Hasina in the
last anti-autocratic movement
and hoped that the process of
leadership of the women
would create a new era of

for overall development in the
country.
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Biswas said that demo-
cratic process was indispens-
able in an independent country
and called for making the
rights of women in politics
meaningful through definite
programmes.

The President recalled
that it was Shaheed President
Ziaur Rahman, who had re-
alised first the need for bring-
ing about overall development
of the women folk in the coun-

try.

He said that Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman had
set up a separate ministry for
the women's aflairs to ensure
their participation in the state
aflairs, A women's aflairs celi
and a Jatiya Mahila Sangstha
were also set up under the
ministry for building up a in-
frastructure throughout the
country for implementing the
programmes for the develop-
ment of women folk, he added.
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Country’s gas reserve 21.4
trillion cft: Mosharraf

Energy and Mineral Reso-
urces Minister Dr Khandaker
Mosharral Hossain yesterday
sald, Bangladesh has 10,7 tril-
lion cubic feet of recoverable
gas reserves and approximately

tiality of energy resources of
Bangladesh at Defence Servi-
ces Command and Stall College
here.

Major General Mahbubur
Rahman, Commandant of the

50 milllon barrels of reco- college, also spoke on the oc

verable ofl reserve, reports casion

BSS. Outlining the past, present
He said, the proven and and future prospects and pos

probable gas reserve, how- sfbilities of energy and mincral

resources of Bangladesh, Dr
Mosharral Hossain said, "We
have a great potentifal and
enough prospect In energy
and mineral resources and we
also have skilled manpower in
this sector.”

ever, in country's 17 gas fields
so far discovered is 21.4 tril-
Hon cubic feet, according to an
official source.

The minister was address-

ing the defence trainee offi-
cers and projecting the poten-
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ted major textile mills Imkinﬁ for a Manager (Administra
. The Candidate should have at least 10 years administrative

e inamajor textile industry with knowledge of company
and labour laws. Minimum age 35 years. Salary commensurate
with qualification and expenence. Interested candidate should
submit Biodata along with testimonials stating experiences and
two recemt 552%1 size photographs. Application should reach
GPO Box No. 2294 Dhaka belore 31st. May "93.
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NEW GENERATOR
WANTED

One 150 KV A new Diesel Generator is wanted for
immediate purchase. Those whoareabletosupply
readily are requested to contact only: SABINCO,
Steel House (5th Floor), Karwan Bazar, Dhaka
Phone: 815883-6 [>-34]
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Job Vacancy

An intcrnational voluntary development organisation
recquires a PROGRAMME DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
for one ycar contract.

Responsibilities will include liaison with NGOs and |
Government agencics, project asscssment visits and |
assistance in all aspects of programme cvaluation, planning |
and impicmentation.

Qualifications: A Master degree with at least 5 yns
expenience of programme-related work in the development
ficld. A thorough knowledge of the NGO community 15
essenuial. Fluent English and excellent writting skills for |

/g

|. By the grace ot Adlah Lam |
lcaving for tarcast on
16.5.93. Due to shortage |
of time, | could not meet
my friends and relatives
for which I beg apology.
Plcase pray for my safe |
return, |

\ Md Arif lqbal)

report wriling in Bangla and English. Ablc to travel within |
| the country for asscssmcnl visils, '
Applicauons with complcic CV dclailing cxperience &
qualificauons should be sent GPO Box 406, Dhaka 1004
\\b}f May 23. $-167
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NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES

The containetised cargo ex. M.V. MAHA BHUM V¥-155 from Banagvok =«
MV. BUNGA BIDARA Y-0072N trom Malbourne ex MY KITANG |
18414 from Le-Harve, ex. MV, PACIFIC CHALLENGER V.SWA & Fom
Paragua, ex. M.V. OCEAN CENTAURUS V-448 from Karact 2x M«
NOUVA TRIESTE V-01415 from La-Spezia ex MV ALL] AMFRv A
15355 from Qakland, Los Angles, ex. MV GREAT RIJAL v 1007 b
Keelung, ex. M.V. LILA BHUM V-02N from Lachabang ex MV HES B
EXPRESS V-10316 from Hongkong, ex. MV SUCCESS HOFE v i
from Yokohama, Nagoya Kobe, Hongkorg have been rélayed

OPTIMA V-838, Imp. Rot. No. 357/93 & due fo amve Chitagors or
about 18-5-93 from Singapore.

Consignees are requesied lo take delivery ol then
containers within 5 days free ime from the date of landing and #25r9¢
not deared within 45 days will be guided by Custorns Adt

BIRDS BANGLADESH AGENCIES LTD.

103, AGRABAD COMMERCIAL AREA CHITTAGONT

carga o F1|

AS AGENTS MITSUI OS K LINES LTD
PHONES 503317 500686 82
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At Reliance Your Security
Comes First .. |

_ § Code” will begin in the capital today (Monday).
ST " = R Works Minister Barrister Rafiqul Islam Mia will inaugurate
Bangladesh Restaurant Owners Association brought out a procession in the city yesterday i :::r:nhu; .a:rrhie:' ;u;[ llﬂg:m SRR T Inltitui‘;n of

demanding withdrawal of VAT. — Star photo

Engineers.
The three-day workshop will be divided into 16 sessions.

JS l?ofj}’ on Relief 43 arrested NU admission Graduation ceremony
MITISEY mEsts in city dateextended | o o s o ey
The 10th meeting of tLhe

The last date for admission
in BA Pass and Honours classes
of different colleges allilated

to National University (NU) has

been extended up to June 15, Seminar on Telecommunications
reports UNB.

An UN press release said A seminar on Telecommunications and Human
yesterday ihe decision was | Development’ will be held today (Monday) at 4:00 pm at the
taken on special consideration lHotel Sheraton on the occasion of the World Telecomm-

requ ' unication Day.

::; m;;:ai[;prah By students Minister for Post and Telecommunications Tartkul [slam

It asked all the affiliated will attend the function as chiel guest while Secretary of the
colleges to complete the ad Ministry Dr A M M Shawkat Alf and Chairman of T&T Board

mission process within the re-
fixed timelimit.

(Monday).

The ceremony, organised by the Yoga Foundation and con-
ducled by Yoga Guru Mahajataq will be held at Shams hall of
Jattya Scout Bhaban at 4 pm.

parltamentary standing com-
mittee on Reliel Ministry was
held at the Jatiya Sangsad yes-
terday with State Minister for

Luthur Rahman Khan in

Police rounded up 43 pen
pie from different parts of the
city in last 24 hours on various
charges, a DMP press releas

the chair. reports BSS. ﬂl}d*-{tiill'rqtfay, reports LINI3.

Corrigendum to
Dhaka WASA
Tender Notice

Fazlur Rahman will be prescnt as the special guests.
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The following corrections have been made in } | DU exam s N L PN RN NNy,

the tender Notice for the work “Back fill of the :

Saidabad site” published in The Daily Star and ) p?ﬁ}ﬂpﬂf];dm” Temperature may not change
SR = xaminatlion o :

the Dainik Sa“gb"d‘, ok ]b'j']%%:“ be - swTp/ 1 | Sl feteneeol Tk (pass and By Staff Correspondent

g o otice mo. will Be | subuidary of Dhaka UNETSAY |y, op thundershower sccompanied by temporary gusty

wind is likely to occur at many places over Chittagong. Barisal
and Dhaka divisions and at a few places over Rn;stlhi and

postponed, reports UNB.
Khulna divisions with moderately heavy fall at places over the
country during the next 24 hours commencing from 6 pm

| Sunday, Met office forecasts.

Day temperature is likely to remain nearly unchanged dur
B J v ing the rbdmﬂtmunu?. it adds.
ture o

SL. 5 (a) is replaced by "1st class contractors
enlisted with atleast two Govt. Departments or
autonomous bodies of which one must be
enlisted with Bangladesh Water Development
Board or Roads and Highways Department for

. indepth know-how and
to meet all your general

. : : The hi t te ra the country 32.6 degree
atleast 5 years” Last para of S1. 5 (c) is replaced by § | M(HH’H_} Cilelie “?Ld;';;mﬂ.r at Kutubdia and Khulna while
"up-to-date renewal certificates of enlistment \ 5.0 L’P_f;ir::mmmmf"' the lowest, 18.8 degree Celstus was at ;‘;rﬂpurr.‘d N -
with atleast two Govt Departments or | Aoz m““ e e mr.:*’"d'ﬂ R L EXPERIENCE *STRENGTH * SECURITY
autonomous bodies of which one must be | 219 W Ranga The maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
| | | 525  Sports programme _ RELIANCE
enlisted with BWDB or R&HD 620 Sperial programme o5 recorded at important cities and towns are as follows:
All other terms & conditions shall remain Telecommunication Day S INSURANCE
h od 6.50 Open University Cities/Towns Temperature y
e M Sheesh | | 500 tom m age il A s - LIMITED
K tes 8.25 Sukh Neer f.'hitl;l.gnng 3{}_-{] 25j4 T8 T8 BSB BUILDING, 8 RAJUK AVENLUIE
Project Uﬁet_‘iﬂf | ?ﬂmm Ht.-h:: programme Rapshahi 207 20.1 82 83 DHAK.: w,&gﬁGL:DESH
Sadabad Water Treatment Plant :W | 1030 Comedy series =~ Murphy | o 206 240 o = Tolan 671186 AR B)
WAL 190 98. Kazi Nazrul islam Avenue 10 .80 ?:H- Cox's Bazar 32.0 25.5 a7 Tl
D-340 Dhaka-1215. 1130  Khabar/The News Sylhet 23.2 19.6 100 Gy
11-45 Closing Rangpur 26.2 21.2 el o5 \ e




