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District roundup

MAGURA
Miscreants

kidnap woman,
rape her

May 15: A young woman

was kidnapped and later gang
raped by some miscreants at
Narthati village of Sadar thana
last week, UNB.

The wvictim,

C Begum, (25) was ab-
ducted from her r's

house at Derua village at gun .

point.

unconscious state and sent her
to Sadar Hospital in critical
condition.

The accused youths were
later tried and fined Taka 500

cach by a village arbiter.

SIRAJGANJ
Trial of killers
- of Jamaat .

leader demanded

May 15: Leaders of the dis-
trict unit of Jamaat-e-Islami
Thursday handed over a mem-
orandum, addressed to the
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia, to the Deputy Commi-

- sstoner demanding trial of the
killers of Jamaat Ileader
Kashem, reports UNB.

Kashem, a Jamaat leaders

was killed on this day in 1992

in a clash between activists of.

Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Commi-
ttee and Jamaat-e-Islami.

The memorandum demands
rejection of bail petition ad
sentencing the 51 Nirmul
members accused in the mur-
der of Kashem to jail.

KHAGRACHHARI
Tribal housewife
commits
suicide

May 15: A tribal house-wife

reportedly committed suicide
in l’.nmm upara village of
Iu . - of the district

t week, police said, reports
UNB.

[ ]
The wvictim identilied as’

Shakuntala Chakma (38), sec-

ond wife of Shishubhushan '

Chakma, hersell from a
tree near her se following a
said.

regisiered
with the police in this connec-
tion.

One shot dead
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NAOGAON

R&H Deptt
plans to construct
flexible pavement

“g The roads and
ays

dcplrtn:nl has
a scheme to con-
:ihl: ment on

identified as

§1lk—c0tt0n
output
reduced

May 15: Production of silk-
cotton dras reduced
in the t due to want on
felling of silk-cotton trees, re-
ports UNB.

Most of the trees in the dis-
trict, once rich in silk-cotton
production, are due
to lack of proper care and
maintenance.

The - silk-cotton is widely
used in every | for
pillow, mattress, hulltr.-rl and
other ;

A s tree produces at
least two to five maunds of

silk-cotton per year. It grows
without much care tn any type

of sofl.

The silk-cotton wood is be-
ing widely used in match and
biscuit factories. [t is also uscd
as fuel in brickfield and do-
mestic purposes, '

The poor villagers are sell-
m; their trees, sometimes
much before reaching at the
maturity s ., 'for mainte-

nance of their family.
FARIDPUR

Ansar, VDP
rally held

: 15: The annual rally of
m“:vmd WPofﬂ'!Ed'lltﬂct
was held at the local Kabi
Jasimuddin Hall last week, re-
ports UNB. )

% Mujom Gen;fﬂ
and VDP r Syed
Badruzzaman attended the
rally as chief guest.

Presided over by Deputy

Commissioner and District

Commandant of Ansar and VDP
Nurul Huda, it was addressed,
among others, by Deputy
Director of Central Zone Abul
Quashem and District Adjutant
Raphael Gomej.

The speakers ur the
members of Ansar VDP to
involve themselves in on-going
socio-economic development
programmes in the fields of
{family planning, mass educa-

rtion, sanitation and tree plan-

tation.
PABNA

Bodies of two

fishermen

recovered
May 15: Two of miss-

- ing fishermen were recovered

by villagers from the Padma
river Friday morning, reports
UNB.

The bodics were identified
as Shamir (27) and Narayan
(36) of Mularchar area under

thana.
were m after a
fishing boat caps on the

Padma during the nor'wester
on Thursday evening.

Police recovered
two flire-arms and arrested two
people in the district on

Monday, reports UNB.

Acting on a tip, Hee
raided the houses of Aflab
Mollah and Seken Paramanik
of village Varara in Sadar thana
and seized the arms.

Police also arrested 37
people throughout the districi
on Monday and Tuesday on
charges ol anti-social activities.

CHITTAGONG
Four held on

charge of

terrorist acts

May 15: Police Wednesday
-rrutﬂl four people ln:lu-tlln'
city convener of
..l-unuhndi Sramftk Dal n'n
charge of terrorist acts, re-

ports UNB.

Local people said a gang of
hoodlums led Nawab Al
city convener the Sramik
Dal, launched an attack on a
restaurant at Chaktai area in

¢ thana and ran-
sack its furniture on
Wednesday afternoon.

CHUADANGA

Police arrest
4 persons
with gun

May 15: Police arrested four

o B

.SIRAJGANJ A view of Bhuapur ferry

rainfall and nn in water level of the Jamuna and Dhaleswari rivers recently.
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Dlarrhoea claims 257 lives

EUHD&RHUH May 15:
Diarrhoea has assumed a seri-
ous proportion in a Rohingya
refugee . camp in Naingk-
hio thana a toll
of 257 lives in last fortnight,
doctors and camp inmates
said, reports UNB.

The water-and-food-borne
disease broke out in the
Naingkhiongchhari refugee
camp late last month and the
dead were among 697 inmates
attacked by 1t till Monday.
Most of the victims are chil-
dren.

The camp hn: sheltered

15,032 refugees, including
7,520 females.
Doctors working in the

camp attributed the spread of
diarrho¢a mainly to the use of
contaminated water from
canals.

Camp inmates said most
refugees use contaminated wa-
ter from nearby canals and
fountains as the relief com-
missioner and camp-in-charge
bad allegedly restricted the
females to bring waler from
ring wells or tubewells by
breaking "purdah”.

The restriction was al-
legedly tmposed on the pres-
sure of a local fundamentalist
group, The medical officer in
charge of the camp said the al-
legation was brought tu the
notice of higher aut

Thirty ring wells nnd 11
tubewells are opcrative oul of

23 ring wells and 28 tubowells _

in Bundarbun

in the camp installed by the
camp authority during thc last
one year and a half.

Another report adds:

_ Primary education in the dis-

trict has been facing setback
due to shortage of teachers,
furniture and necessary appli-
ances.

According to official
sources, of the total 183 gov
ernment school, 27 are run-
ning by only one teacher each.
There are also 76 non-gov-
ernment primary schools in
the district. At least 159 posts
of teachers including 58 posts
of headmasters are lying vacant
in the district since 1990.

Three government primary
schools in sadar thana, five in
Thansi thana, 10 in Lama
thana, eight in Ruma thana and
one in hhari thana are
being run by a single teacher,
the sources added.

Two ernment primary
schools remained closed for
more than a year due to non-

leuinj:m: nt of teachers.

t present about 19,950
chﬂdrtn are prosecuting their
studies in total 219 primary

schools in the district, while
last

enrolled in those schools.

Mentionable that appnlnt:

ment of primary teachers re-
mained suspended in the dis-
trict since 1989 immediately
when the Primary Education
Directorate had been placed
under the disposal of the Local

year B,926 children were-

Government Council of the
district.
Report from Khagrachhari

~adds: The only distillery plant

of Chittagong Hill Tracts,
established in h thana
of the district, remained inop-
erative for the last 12 years.
The Hill Tracts Distillery

Project was established in
1980 to extract juice from the
locally produced different

fruits with a view to earn for-

eign exchange by exporting
the same,

The phnt was set up as per
the announcement of the late
president Ziaur Rahman at a

meeting at Ramgarh to ensure
employment of both the tribals

and non-tribals living in the
hill tracts region.

Bangladesh Small and
Cottage Industries Corporation
duly approved the plant with

‘90 per ceént subsidy and 10
per cent equity and it was con-

structed under the joint own-
ership of government and pri-

nmtt entre 7
Ew&ﬁttly er the con-
structiun and installation of
machineries, it produced 32
llons of refined Hquor exper-
ig:'ncnmlly whi¢h nﬁ“:qr chmﬂ:cul
test proved of high quality.
But in the absence of final

clearance from the concerned

-authorities the plant coultl not

put into commission and left
abandoned since then. the
plant management sources

| Irregular train services in Kishoreganj
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Nirmul body
dissolves unit
committee
at Pabna

PABNA, May 15 : Local lead-
ers of Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Committee have dissolved its
district unit calling 1t a
“terrorist organisation”, re-
ports UNB.

Convenor of the committee
Rafiqul Islam Bakul told a
preéss conference here
lation 'with the Nirmul

Commitiee as it had turned .

into a terrorist organisation.

Some 150 leaders and ac-
tivists of the district Nirmul
Committee had earlier joined
BNP expressing allegiance to
the leadership of Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia,
he said.

Joint convener of the dis-
trict Nirmul Committee
Zahurul Islam Bishu, and other
leaders including Commander
of the local

and
m Wm Hoss-

ain,. Pareshnath - Chowdhury
arid Siddiqur Rahman were

present at the press
conference. -

Another report adds: Use ol
cowdung as traditional fertil-
izer has diminished sharply
among farmers here resulting
in the decline of land fertility.

Farmers said, application of
the cowdung raises crop pro-
duction without any adversc
eflfect.

Passengers facing immense difficulties

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, May |5:
of Bhair-

ﬂuhﬂnwn
Mymensingh, Mymensingh-

Hﬂhmnnj and Mymensingh-

Ja jail sections are facing
immense difliculties owing to
irregular train services and
negligence of the railway stall.
Most of the trains run two to
five hours late.

According to passen
the number of trains in
sections is very few. The num-
ber of compartments in each
train s meagre to cope with
the rush of rs.

Sometimes trains lack first
and second class compart-
ments cmtinf.cput inconve-
niences for the upper class

Pét

rs,

SSCNEeTs.

The number of passengers
travelling without tickets has
increased In recent days in

these lines causing difficulties

to the genuine passengers.
Morcover, innumerable beg-

gars and toll collectors have
bevn creating problems to the

traveiling passengers.

On the other hand, com-

_ partments, are not kept clean

and sometimes water is not
available in the latrines.

The door of many latrings
in the inter-city, local and ex-
press trains are found broken.
The toilets have no electricity
and the fans are not sufficient
in the compartments. Some
unscrupulous rafiway stafl
members are involved in steal-
ing of Hghts, fans and other
valuables, it is alleged.

Gratification are collected
from the smugglers instead of
sending them to the rai
police station, it is also alleged.
All the third class cm:‘rm
ments both in local a ex-
press trains have been made
sccond class compartments
but the amenities are not en-
hanced. Waiting rooms in most
of the stations have no sitting
arrangements for upper class
passengers. The waiting rooms
in almost all the stations of
this section are in a pitiable
state and remain dirty. tloﬂ of

the time these are found under
Jock and key.

No timetable

The trains on these
routes do not maintain any
timetable and usually arrive
lnddcpemlhttﬂ‘hnbym
tuﬂv:hnurl.l G

As a result, passengers
particularly those who have to
attend schools, college and of-
fices are bewildered with after

helplessness. It is that
the authorities have to
take ap te measure so

[ar dupltt repeated represen-
tations by the members of the

It is further alleged that
some corrupt railway tm;rl.r

eces are allowing
travel without tic -nert-k
ing fllegal ul'irlunn from

them and thus depriving the
governmenis revenue.

There is no t ar-
rangement to clean the plat-
jorm of the stations. Besides,

in the absence of power supply

rchtitl'llﬂ:tﬂu

in the com nts anti-so-
cial elements carry on their
heinous activities.

Ticket counters

open late
" It is also alleged that book-
counters start
;::l a few mhutum
arrival of the train. As a result
many passengers fail to pur-
chase tickets in time causing

loss to the raflway authority.

Besides, of ratlway
slippers and ballasts, nut-boits,
stones, partly damaged bridges
and culverts, single rail lines
and t railway adminis-
tration, old railtracks, stop-
ping ol passengers trains by
the smugglers by pqunI
chains, overcrowding of pas-
nnpﬂ in the mmpnrtnnnu

that ticked

le o
cope with the rising passen-
gers travelling in the shuttle
trains.

It is alleged

CHANDPUR: Md Yakub Ali,

programme on the oceasion afB-en;lh New Year 1400 at Puran Bazar of the district recently.
—Star photo

De uy Commissioner inaugurating a tree plantation

Woman gets life

term for killing |

mother-in-law

A middle housewife.
was sentenced recently to life
imprisonment for killing her
mother-in-law, rts UNB.

The conwict.,. allas
Faleka (45), was also
fined Tk , In default to
suffer another year's rigorous
imprisonment.

According o the prosecu-,

tion, accused Shahana of
Narayan >ur under Dohar police
station had hit her mother-in-
law in the head with a ham-
mer ori Decémber 19, 1991.
As a result, she died in the
hospital after two days.

The husband of the ae-
cused, Sultan Khan, filed a
crimingl case in this connec-
tion with Dohar police station.

Shahana had confessed her

guilt before the magistrate
soon aflter her arrest.

|

Muktijoddha -

|

SAVAR, May 15: At least
385 people, including 308
women, allegedly committed
suicide in seven thanas of

district during the
last year, reports UNB.
- ‘Police said propensity to
suicide has increased alarm-
ingly in the district in recent
times.

s oy Ry ey

famfily feud and frustration are
said to be main reasons behind
increasing number of suicide.
Cronic diseases, including
abdomen pain, are also re-
sponsible for the suicide.

Another report f(rom

| Sirajgan] adds: Two persons

were killed and another com-
mitted suicide at different
places of Ullapara thana of the
district Wednesday night, po-
lice said Thursday.

The victims are identified
as Shamsul Islam (35) of
Matriyabarahar village, Halima
Khatun (23) of Amdanga village
and Hasina Khatun (25) of
P Barahar wil of the
i -

Shamsul Islam, a cow trader
was stabbed to death by un-
known miscreants when he
was - returning home from

Matriabarahar bazar. Police

suspect that the victim was
killed

bﬁ members of the out-
lawed S Party.

The miscreants took away
Taka 10,000 which the victim
was with him.

Later police recovered his

body and sent to the Si
General for .umr;j'rganj

In anot incident at

Amdanga village, housewifle
Halima Khatun, was beaten to

death by her husband
Shafiuddin for money,

local people said. Halima fell ill
and later died.

Her body was sent to
Sirajganj General Hospital for
autopsy. Shafluddin absconded.

In village Pagla Barahar,
Hasina Khatun, wife of a school
teacher Kamaluddin allegedly
committed suicide following a
row with her husband, vil-

said.
Local ple alle that
Kamaluddin tortu Hasina

and beat her for dowry money
which forced her to end her

hfebyhk:‘?pnm
Kamaluddin also went into

hiding.

Three separale cases have
been filed with Kamarkhand
thana in these connections,

Frequent accidents

due to overloading

From Our Correspondent

DINAJPUR, May 15:. Over-
loading of the buses and
minibuses plying on Nagsrbari
Ghat-Bogra and Bogra-Ran-
gpur-Dinajpur roads is a
regular feature. Due to the
overlioading, accidents oeccur

Bus rs of 16 north-
ern districts of Chapaina-
wabganj, Rajshahi, Naogaon,
Natore, Sirajganj, Pabna,
Joipurhat, Bogra, Gaibandha,
Kurigram, Lalmonirhat, Ran-
gpur, Nilphamari, Panchagarh,
Thakurgaon and Dinajpur have
been facing untold sufferings
for lack of amenities for a long.

 The miserable condition of
the roads due to the negli-
gence of the concerned au-
thority, whims of the owners
of the vehicles, misbehaviour

of the . conductors and
drivers, and stands
without waiting sheds and toi-

lets are the main caysg of the

suffering of the passengers.

It is that conductors
of most buses and minibuses
realise fair at unauthorised

rates frum the passengers.

'Inf to a report, there
arc over 80 bus stands in these
16 northerm districts. But
there are no waiting sheds and
latrines in these bus stands. As
a result, the passengers suffer

« the

~ while plying

Over ten lakh people travel
by buses and minibuses from
these 16 district every day.
The " passengers including
children and women suffer
much at the bus stands for
want of waiting sheds. They
suffer when it rains. They also
suffer in the scorching rays of
sun. Female passengers face
immense difficulties due to the
lack of latrines and urinals.

The 28-kilometers long
Natore-Bogra road and 108-
kilometre long Bogra-Rangpur-
Dinajpur road in dilapidated
condition. Innumerable cracks
and potholes have developed
on them. At t, these two
roads have become unfit for
plying of vehicles. Vehicles
are plying of the roads with a

great risk.

Birampur-Palashbari road
has not been completely met-
alled. On the other hand, the
road was badly damaged by the
worst flood last year. The
buses, minibuses and trucks
are facing a serfous problem
on the road. Fatal
road accidents may take place
al any time.

Overloading of the buses
and minibuses playing in these
16 districts is a regular fea-
ture. Due to the overloading
actidents occur frequently.

SYLHET‘ The pitiable condition of “ gowrnmant office in
the town needs Imm-dilh renovation which may collapse

at lny mnm-nt.

—Star phoh

Lightning takesnine
lives in B'baria, Chandpur
From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA, May 15:
Seven people were killed and
two others injured by lightning
in secparate incidents in the
district, police sources said
Thursday.

Siddique Mia (30) ol
Rajapur village and Abdul Mia
{50) of Dubla village in Akhaura
thana were died and two mi-
nor boys of Taragaon village of
the same thana injured when
thunder bolt struck them
while they were working in
the cropfield on May 6.

Abdul Quddus, a day-
labourer of Gopalpur village in

met the tragic end

while he was working in a

paddy field. In sadar thana four

ple were killed when

m umh them during

their work in the field on the
same day.

The victims were identified
as Hossain Mia (22) of Lal
Shahar, Jantu Banlk of
Ulshapara, two others from

:L'tlhpur whose identity

not be known.

UNB from Chandpur adds:
Two fishermen were killed
and another was injured when
they* were struck by lightning
in the Dakatia river near
Chandpur Bara Station

e Gend were identified as

Matin Miah (25) and Sirajul
Bapary (50) of village Balashia
of Chandpur thana. Matin died
on the spot while Sirajul fell
unconscious and later died in
Chandpur Zila Hospital.

Injured Anwar Hossain (17)
of the same village was admi}-
ted to the hospital.

The fishermen were sitting
on a boat using polythene to
protect themselves from rain
aller fishing in the river when
they were struck by the thun-
derboit.

Training course
on legal aid

concludes
MADARIPUR, May 18 : A

15-day training course organ
tsed. Madaripur Legal Aid
Association for legal aid ac-

tivists concluded here re-
cently, reports BSS.

Held at the newly-con-
structed training centre of the
association the training course
included various topics such as
fundamental human rights,
children's rights and role of

aids activists in stabilising
of law in the society.

Twenty-three persons {rom
14 non-governmental organiss-
tions participated in the
training course.



