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Nom?ahan, Once _
The death of yet another Noorjahan — it Is a

coincidence that this woman from Faridpur was
named the same as the one from Sylhet — in a
most gruesome manner rivalling that of her
namesake has passed relatively quietly and un-
event{ully. If the earlier death in a bizarre situa-
tion has caused stormy across the coun-
try. this one should have set into motion revul-
sion and a — beyond just the shock such in-
cidents are nd to uce — more widely and
intensely. Neither has happened except that
Bangladesh Mahila Parishadrhas recorded its
est by condemning the incident. But the fact
hat the men who wield power in villages dared
tve the verdict in favour of killing Noorjahan by
urning after having her tied to a wooden pole
indicates that society has refused to leamn any les-
son from the earlier death at Kamalgonj.

There is, in faet, no difference between the
ways of punishment meted out by the village
headmen from Sylhet and Faridpur to the two
Noorjahans. The throwing of 101 stones at a
woman planted waist-deep in the dug-out ground
is as cgﬂltng inhuman as tying one with a
wooden pole before setting her on fire. The
ghastly murder in public moreover has been
committed, surpnsl.nﬁ , in the name of a trial for
transgression. In the case of the death of
Noorjahan from Sylhet, as we all know now, she
did no wrong whatsoever to embrace the fate she
was forced to, and in the latter case from
Shreepur, Faridpur, the victtm has been charged
with adultery. We are not in a position either to
prove or disprove the veracity of the charge, what
we however can delinitely say is that jt was none
of the powerful men's business to take law in
their hands, and least of all to pronounce the
weird | dﬁmnt—nmthattakmuabnktothe
dark Middle age.

onj and Shreepur may be alike and dif-
ferent {n very many ways but the way both have
brought to light the darker side of this nation and

put the country to shame is quite the same. The
ptom is even more dangerous in that the law
me land has been doubly undermined: first by
deflance to if and then by not prwlﬁl equal to
the task of leaving a deterrence on further recur-
rence of the shameful tragedy. The ultimate loser
will be the nation like it wn:l when mthc
grew in a menacing proportion across coun-
try. The government, after all, has a role to play
specially when such extremely deplorable inci-

dents occur. If the incident is at its , there
must also be exemplary way of de with it; so
that none dare take the law of the land for a ride.

An erring member of society must be taken to

court for whatever verdict befits the crime ﬁammitlag.
Two things are worth notin ere: ‘L 3
an

Noorjahans are form poor class of socie
then they are women who are in general sub-
jected to discrimination of all kinds. The differ-
ence however between the crimes, where women
are the victims, common in our society and such
public trial condemning the offender to capital
punishment is quite clear. If the tors of
such individual crimes are taken care of by the
country's laws these so-called guardians of society
often prone to distorting the teachings of the
holy book must be meted out more stringent
punishment. They not o corrupt society by
wrong interpretation of the religion but also
make a mockery of the country's statute book.
Unless they are put in their proper place — it
should be nothing other than dungeon — demo-
cratic values and human rights will continue to suffer.

The Kamalgonj incident has left a deep scar in
the minds of people who believe in individual
freedom and social libérty. Whether the national
psyche will be equally hurt and also bleed by the
second tragic incident of the type, will decide
how best to mould our future society. Let the re-
sponse be up to the mark.

Better Deal for Ethnic

The London-based human rights organisation
Amnesty International (Al) has singled out more
than 70 countries for their poor records on guar-
antulrf human rights for the ethnic communi-
ties and indigenous people. That the ethnic races
in as developed a country as the United States
and as r and stru a nation as Vietnam or

cimh are equ at risk of human ts vi-
olation brings to the fore a much- defect
not in the system of governance but also, in
general, in the present civilization. These people
are made the prime target for human ngi!;lta
abuses, because the socio-political system has
fallen far short of addressing the special needs of
these communities. Isolated cases of attacks and
atrocities on indigenous people could very well be
explained away as unfortunate incidents which
are only a evil of life.

However, this is not the case in the 70 coun-
tries specifically mentioned in the Al report. The
racial and ethnic hatred is far too deep-rooted
and malignant to be cured by the application of
any strait-jacket formula. Like democracy — and
more properly in the absence of democratic val-

ues — it too is a state of mind made all the worse’,

!H the avaricious consumerism of the time. The

rt released on Wednesday last has pieced
together some of the incidents of human rights
violation involving the ethnic people. In all the
cases, without exception, the cause for maltreat-
ment of the ethnic minorities has been found to
be none other than grabbing their property —

movable or immovable. What is even more °

shameful is the fact that the state itself or its ma-
chinery either abet the crime or instigate the

ua[w ractice. "
: cec egsp tg say that such biased attitude to
wards the vulnerable indigenous people make
themn still more vulnerable and the basic princi-
ples of equality of all humans suffer. That more
indigenous people than their proportion would
have allowed find their places in jails and ha-
rassed by police, as reported by the Al is a
of the demeaning process they are forced to go
through. All governments may have their pen-
chant for highly prizing the civil liberty and cre-
ating equal opportunities for all people, but the
fact remains that the discrimination the indige-
nous people are subjected to creates various social
tensions and stresses hampering the national progress.
It is this realisation that has prompted some
governments to adopt special policies and pro-

grammes for improving the condition of the
backward communities. The extra cost is worth-

paying. Bangladesh is not free from this problem
and therefore the compulsion to bring the various
tribal people into the social mainstream should
be met by appropriate policies and plans.

| Bosnia-Herzegovina: Who is Responsible for the Genocide?

proof

? Euro

OSNIA has  broken

many of our fllusions. A

gruesome drama Is
being enacted In the heart of
while the rest ol the
world is watching The great
nations of Eu seem to have
been . What could
pnll'ﬂ:vhl the reason for such
strange inaction?

In the name of "ethnic
cleansing” a calculated cam-

ign of rape, pillage and

ling has been launched by
the Serbians. The whole world
had been watching with horror
the Serbian plan to wipe out
the Muslims of Boania. Yet, all
these atrocities have failed to
stir the Eu into action.
One wonders if it is a case of
vicarious revenge for the
bloody nose that the Turks
ve them centuries ago. Or,
o we see a recrudescence of
the Crusades? | have never un-
derstood how they can justify
their connivance at the geno-
cide in Bosnia unless we as-
sume that t are applying
different set standards for
Muslims. Their actions and re-
actions give the impression
that the Serbian plan for
"ethnic cleansing” has their
support, Indeed they have
turned the UN into an instru-
ment in their hands for help-
ing the Serbians in achieving
their military ob . Given
the record of the European
states so far one must dismiss
all the expressions . concern
and sympathy as feigned. One
cannot escape the conclusion
that they do not mean what
they say. and double
standard are the word that
come to mind in judging their
words and deeds.

The Vance-Owen plan for
Bosnia consecrates aggression’
and ethnic purge as acceptable
international conduct. The
plan aims at creating ten au-
tonomous provinces, ecach
dominated by an ethnic group.
The central government, un-
der those circumstances, will
be an of ridicule. The
pockets under the dominant
influence of the Serbs and
Croatians will inevitably gravi-
tate towards Serbia and
Croatia

The Bosnian Muslims are in
such te situation that
they have been obliged to ac-
cept even this plan of a moth-
eaten Bosnia. Croatians have
also accepted the plan but the
Bosnian Serbs have

the plan. Obviously they hope
to t:gpturc the wi‘lhyﬂlv counltry

by completing their genocidal
cam to exterminate the
Muslims. Why should they ac-
cept less? Willlam Pfall, a
noted American columnist,
writing in the International
Heru.k!i Tribune, has pointed
the finger at the UN as - the

The Vance-Owen plan for Bosnia consecrates aggression and ethnic purge as acceptable international

conduct. The
Bosnian
moth-eaten Bosnia.

aims at creating ten autonomous provinces, each dominated by an ethnie group...
are in such desperate situation that they have been obliged to accept even this plan.of a

The

principal agency responsible
for the appeasement of the
Serblan aggressors. The UN
Security Council, with three
veto-wielding members from
Europe, is certainly not repre
senting world conscience
when it pursues peace iIn
Yugoslavia by demanding that
the victim ol aggresston, the
Bosnian government, halt its
resistance to what is being
done to fts people. One is natl-
urally reminded of the ap-
asement of the Nazis by the
ritish and the French when
they served an ultimatum on
Czechoslovakia's President
Eduard Benes asking him to
yield to Hitler's demands. His-
tory had proved this action Lo
have becn a mistake but iIn
those days there were somc
reasons for believing that
peace could be preserved by
yiclding to these Nazi dec
mands. Besides, Germany was
rapidly re-arming whercas nei
ther Britain nor France werc
prepared for war. :
But in the Bosnian situation
one cannot advance any reason
whatsoever to justify the policy
of appeasing aggressors by the
internatfonal community.
Serbia is not Hitler's Germany.
It is a minor with a total
regular armed force of
135,000, Many are poorly
trained conscripts. Even ncu-
tral Switzerland can mobilize
five times that number of sol-
diers. The Serbian militia in
Bosnia, according to press re-
ports, are well armed and fa-
natical but undisciplined and

unprofessional. Delying all
canons of morality and Internt
tfonal norms, Serbia has in
vaded Hosnia-Herzegovina and
the Serblan-occupted parts of
Croatia, brulally expelling or
murdering the inhabitanis
Serbia demands that the world
accept what 1t has done. The
Vance Owen plan does that,
with minor wvariations. The
European countries did not adt
to halt aggression, as [ar as one
can understand from the pub
lic statement of their leaders:

out of thelr fear for politiual
consequences In their own
countries. What then are the
possible explanations? -Will
good Christian soldiers refus
lo [ight oen the side of
Muslims? Will there boe noga
thve clocloral backlash ke sup
porting Muslims against a
Christlan country., evern {[ 1t is
an aggressor? Was there a fear
of getting tnvolved in a long
drawn-out war which will
spread? None of these excuses
have any validity. Religious and
etfnic blas seems to be the
only reason for the support be-
Ing given to the aggressors. In
fact, by rewarding Serbian ag:
gression a sftuation has been
created in which ‘%~ whole of
southern Europ. r _
drawn into disorder and war.

The Bosnia carve-up

VYWho controls what now

American reaction to this
issues has raised a glimmer of
hope that at least one nation
may vet demonstrate the moral
courage to stand up against the
genocide in Bosnia. Publie
statements by President
Clinton encourage one to be-
lteve that, unltke the Euro-
peans who are motivated by
racial and religlous prcjud‘h‘.‘ﬁ.
Americans are looking at the
Bosnlan question from a

‘humanitarian point of view
President Clinton has already

introduced a new note of ur-
deney and serfousness by fe-
solving to take military action
oy stop the Scrbian aggression.
No one can predict what will
eventually happen but the
young president has given
some indication that he is con-
scious of the humanitarian tra-
ditton ol his nation.
it is a matier ol disap-
pointment that the Russians,
the erstwhile champions of
decolonization and human
rights, have chosen o play a
racist role in supporting their
fellow Slavs in Yugoslavia. We
all know that they have aban-
doned socialism but have t
also giveri up basic human val-
ues? What do the Dritish, the
w==0',, the Germans, the
viards and the ltallans ex-

The Vance-Owen map

_ resolutions. Very

pect us to think about their
commitment o human rights?
What is lsrael's policy on the
iragedy? Are we not witness-
ing a new holocaust in Bosnia
in which a brutal aggressor is
determined to wipe out a
whole nation from the face of
the earth? Why do they take up
the cause of the victims of the
current holocaust?

The UN is soon going to
hold in Vienna a World
Conference on Human Rights.
The western nations sit
in these conferences with a
magnifying glass to detect vio-
lations of human rights by the
Third World countries. | ad-
mire them for pursuing this
yreat cause. There is certainly
A crying néed for national and
international action to protect
human rights everywhere in
the world. The world will be a
better place to live if the 1948
Declaration of Universal
Human Rights is fully tmple-
mented by all. But are these
great nations upholding the
human rights of the men,
women and children being
killed or the women bein
raped? Outrage was nph:uaj
at the massacre of Musiims
and the rape of the women but
the action taken, one noted
with dismay, was in support of
the aggressors. The UN peace

s were used to ensure
that the Bosnians remain un-
armed so that the Serbians,

armed to the teeth, could -

carry out their planned "ethnic
cleansing”.

The record of the Islamic
stales does not fill the Muslims
around the world with pride.
The Organization of Islamic
Countries has held a number of
meetings and passed many
recently one
was held in Karachi but no one
scems to have taken notice
of its outcome! Neit the
Serblans nor the Bosnians nor
even the UN considered the
resolutions of the meeting to
be a relevant factor.

Clearly there is no com-
mitment to the concept of
islamic solidarity and | believe
the rest of the world knows #t
and that is why these resolu-
tions are ignored. Many of
these countries have large and
well-equipped "armed forces
but not a single nation volun-
teered to send their contin-
gents to the aid of Bosnian
Muslims. The record of the
Islamic countries should be an
object lesson and an eye-
opener to those who talk of an
Islamic world. This is a merc

fluston without any substance.

by the EEC in defending five
Bosnian Muslim enclaves now
under attack! Indeed the lat-
est diplomatic manoeuvre by
the Europeans seem (o have
only one goal: to give more
time to the Serbians to finish
the job before® President
Clinton takes any military ac-
tion. The Vance-Owen plan
will create a weak and moth-
eaten Bosnia but it t save
them from total destruction if
a serious was made o
implement 1t with military
force. It is astonishing to note
that the Europeans, not con-
tent with giving support to fas-
cist Milosevic of Serbia, are
now pulling the Americans
from behind to dissuade them
from using force and also from
arming the Bosnian Muslims.

The American Congress is
echoing the European tunes
Under these circumstances
Clinton's ecarlier determination
to take immediate military ac-
tion seems to have weakened.
Commenting on the American
options, Jim Hoagland, a
Washington Post columnist,
said, Bosnian Serbs have
tasted blood and see total vic
tory within their grasp. Dip-
lomacy based on the expec-
tation that would see rea-
son has fafled. It is too late o
persuade the Bosnian Serbs.
Containing them by lifting the
arms e for the Muslims
and providing air cover while
the Muslims Id their forces
is Mr Clinton's best last op-
tion.” Will his European allics
or the Congressional leaders
allow him to exercise that op-
tion?

We will perhaps get the an-
swer in the course of the next

few weeks. It will be one of the
blackest chapters in human
history if a small nation is al-
lowed t6 be totally destroyed
while the rest of the civilized
world Jooked on helplessly.

‘Widespread Racism Hurts Aborigines

Vincent W. Stove writes from Sydney

ROUND one in ten of
Australia's indigenous
pcople are in prison or
detained in custody of some
form or other at any given
time.
The number of Aborigines

"in prison is extraordinarily

high that it has been claimed it
is the highest recorded im-
prisonment rate in the world.
The various police forces
and criminal justice systems
arc not able to explain why so
many indigenous people have
to be denied their [reedom,
presumably purely on the
grounds of law-b
But according to Aborigines
and many experienced social
wellare workers, the explana-
tion is simple : institution-
alised racism in the police
forces backed up by judicial
racism in the courts, ap-
and su by apa-
mwlﬂt: Ali:lwtrﬂm“
There s little joy for
Australia’s Aborigines in this
1993 United Nations Interna-
tional Year of Indigenous
le. It is not exactly being
celebrated with joyous enthu-

. slasm — es among the
I country's black-skinned Abori-
gines.

These descendants of the
original inhabitants of the is-

land continent have little joy to

celcbrate,
They have been subjected to

iwo cecnturies of atrocities,

Sir, International Women's
Day has awakened the women-
folk in Bangladesh where
woman workforce has grown
stronger manifold in relation
to change in population-em-
ployment characteristics over
the last decade.

Compared to the mah's
roleplay in the free-market
world of late 20th century,
women have made allgut
progress more than ever be-
fore. The gender gap has been
shrinking remarkably in all
types of activities — up in
space to down under sca —
against records of inability, in-
equality, injustice, indiffer-
ence, and so forth.

Also, the records reveal the
gradual advances of the
‘weaker sex' in different
modes of livelihood alongside
all other involvements either
professionally or voluntarily.

wholesale murder, the ripping
apart of their families (cven by
Christian church missionary
groups which place much em-
phasis on the [amily among
white communities), cultural
destruction, exploitation, ter-
ror, torture and discrimina-
tion.

Indigenous people arc the
most disadvantaged within the
Australian community — by any
reckoning their lifestyle is
more depressed, more lacking
in hope and opportunities, and
more devoid of access to edu-
cation, health facilities, proper
housing and jobs than white
Australians.

The life expectancy of
Abo s is at least 15 ycars
lcss than that of white
Australians — because of the
lower standard of living, inad-
equate attention by the medi-
cal profession, poor housing
and inferior diet. The infant
mortality rate is higher. And
the unemployment rate is at
least three times higher than
for other Australians.

A damaging report rcleased
early this year by Amnesty
International was severely
critical of the way Aborigines
are treated by Australia's vari-
ous police forces and the
country’'s by no means impar-
tial justice system.

The report focused alten-

tion on the [act that Aborigines
are imprisoncd at 27 limes the

U E— —— s ———
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As is the [act, the monopoly
of male domination has been
stripped down strikingly this

century by the merits of femi-
nine individuality both singu-
larly and collectively that can
be worth a dedication as the
Century of Women or Century
of Equal Sex or Century of
Closing Gender Gap.
Heartening to notice the
vigorous awareness about the
essentiality of sharing the liv-
ing among the species irre-
spective -of identification —
_physical, social, national, or
global — 1s unquestionably en-
couraging to the development

- of quality of life on earth.

Woman as the life-support
to man being only housewife is
no longer the second-in-com-
mand in today's robotic soci-
ety, as their head-to-head
competition for everything has
been gaining momentum with
implementation of equal
rights.

Undeniably, the truth about
the pioneering or leading con-

" ful write up

Institutionalised rdacism exists in Australia's police
forces, backed by judicial racism in the courts and
approved and supported by apathetic white Aus-

tralians

rate of other Austiralians.
According to the report. they
are incarcerated under crucl
inhuman and degrading condi-
tions much worse than those
reserved for white Australian
prisoners.

The report resulted from an
Australia-wide fact-linding tour
by three Amnesly investiga-
tors last year. The investigators
observed that the Australian
criminal justice system ap-
pecared to be weighted against
Aborigines and that Aborigines
are being denied the right 10
be treated with humanity and
respect.
~ The report drew attenlion
to the puzzling fact that no le-
gal action has been taken
against any prison or police of
ficials regarding the {(ragic
deaths of some 99 Aborigines
in' custody. These deaths had
been the subject of an investi-
gation by the Australian gov-
ernment.

The appalling treatment of
Aborigines by police, the
courts and the prigson system
is cven more worthy of cen-

. sure becausce Australia oflicially

supports the Interbational

‘tribution of many progressive

women like the man-ofl-the-

hour has not been treated

truthfully as yet,

For a just interdependence
between -the sexes toward
better dwelling, UN
Declaration of Human Rights
has to be the sacred document
of productive co-relations,
since mere ceremony annually
can not deliver the aspired
fruits without rigorous labour
within a target period.

M Rahman !
Zila School Road, Mymensingh

"Zakat Fund"

Sir, Congratulations to Mr
Motius Samad Chowdhury,
Asstt Manager, Phultola Tea
Estate, Sylhet for the thought-
on "Zakat Fund’
published on March 28, 1993,
in The Daily Star. However
some of the observations are as
under:

ey
Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. While it is generally
agreed that all within the
country's various police forecs,
justice systems and prisons arc
not racists, it is also acknowl-
edged Lhat racists are unduly
tolerated and most acts of
racism arc overlooked.

There is an enormous
communications gap between
the Aboriginal communily and
the people (almost exclusively
white) in charge of the police!
the justice 'system and prisons.
The gull has cxisted since the
carlicst days of British colonial
rule and it will not be bridged
this century, judging by thc
current rate of progress.

Although they comprisc
only 1.5 per cent of the coun-
try's population, the indige-
nous people are subjected to
an inordinate degree of police
surveillance and harassment.

They are arrested to a
greater degree than whilte
Australians, and the police usc
greater violence, abuse and
humiliation in the pursuit, ar-
rest and detention processes,

it has been alleged that
conditions in some prisons in

e g v ——

Mr Chowdhury as an assis-
tant manager of a tea estate
has lot of experience about the
ica gardens. Therefore, he
could work out a blue print to
develop a new tea industry
where more and more needy
people could be employed to
earn their bread, and out of
the profit of the industry
multi-storeyed . flat system
buildings may be built for all
the needy employees starting
from the lowest rung of em-
ployment. Thereaficr he may
submit the plan to the gov-
crinnent to avail the Zakat
Fund money.

Mr Chowdhury is certainly
aware of the following points;
“low cost houses” {s a meaning-
less slogan, since the prices of
the materials in the markets
will be the same when used for
the multi-storeyed buildings;
"low rost houses” require more
landed space, while the same
space could be used for many
people when multi-storeyed

which some Aborigines have
been detained breached inter-
national torture convention
provisions forbidding “cruel,
inhuman or degrading treat-
ment.” The conditions have
been described as filthy, with
mud, slush and excrement
covering the floors of cells
which have no sewerage or
running water.

The report ol a National

Inquiry inte Racial Violence
relcased two years ago slated
that police tortured young
Aborigines to confess to
crimes they did not commit.
They were threatened with
police dogs.

The report stated that
young Aboriginal girls were

“Irequently raped or threatened
. Police drew guns .

with rape
and cven fired them to intimi-
date Aborigines. The times in
Australia when blacks were
killed like animals for sport
may have passed, but the per-
scculion persisis.,

With only a few exceplions,
the Australian media generally
ignores all bul the most nega-
live images and storics relating
to indigenous people.

And during the recent na-
lional c¢lection campaign the
welfare and issues of indige-
nous pcople were, virtually ig-
nored. The plight of Aborigines
was over-looked as politicians

soughl to outdo cach other in
olfering bribes to the white

building is built; the effects of
low cost houses are (i) mostly
not good for health (it} when
the people are provided with
low cost houses and/or any-
thing for which they did not
have to work, they usually de-
velop a psychological 'inertia’
which is neither good for their
own development nor does it
bring any good to the nation.

Should Mr Chowdhury go
for any project with the money
from the Zakat Fund, it re-
quires proper accounting sys-
tem, audit and publication of
the reports with a copy to each
and every source wherefrom
the fund had been recetved
against the receipt number
and date. This is too muech of
occupation but every essential,
and Mr ChowdHRury ought to be
aware of the basic factors of
this point, otherwise all his
good wishes may end in the
haphazard manner.

Andrew [D'Costa
Hemendra Das Road, Dhaka

community.

Much has been spoken and
wrillen about the prospecl of a
new generation of Australians
— a better informed and more
lolerant gencration — emerg-
ing [rom the present education
sysicm. But there is little evi-
dence to support such opti-
mism. Racism ts still rife in
sehools.

Many Aboriginal children
arc so disheartened and de-
pressed by the insults ‘and
mental and physical violence
to which thcy are subjected
that they frequently do not at-
tend classes and leave school
as soon as they can.

- Some obscrvers believe the
problem of racism is increas-
ing ralther than diminishing
throughout the education sys-
tem. They deseribe this trend
as a scrious obstacle to recon-
cilintion and social harmony.

But a big plus for Australia
in this Lﬁar of indigenous pco-
plc as naming of Aboriginal
singer Mandawuy Yunupingu as
Australian of the Year. When he
reccived the award, the lead
singcr of the pop group Yothu
Yindi, said hc hoped it would
help build unity between black
and while Australians.

When the award attracled
criticism from racists, Mr
Yunupingu commented that he
felt “sorry for people that arc
hackward thinkers.”

— Depthnews Asia*

Sir, There are so many
scheduled banks in our eoun-

which make transactions of

s of Takas everyday. Stafl
of the banks are to handle that
with adequate care and cau-
tion. They are maintaining the
accounts in various types of
books of account which is an
intricate and also hazardous
stem. Few of the branches of
various banks in our coun-
try initiaie computer system
for accounting. t undoubt-
edly this fs a commendable
system.

Stafl, account-holder and all
other relevant persons are
immensely benefited :“m-
puter system. Under pre-
vailing situation, we earnestly
request the relevant authori-
ties for initfating computer
system in all the branches of
the scheduled banks for
smooth and expeditions work.
Md Igbal Faiz (Shapor)
Noyagram, Beanl Bazar, Sythet



