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China heading for
trade deficit

Per capita external
debt in India stands
at $7.5
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Notice

Our today's issue includes
a list of the sionally se-
lected candidates following
the 14th BCS (Special) Ex-
aminations, as published by
the Public Service Commi-

ssion yuttrd Therefore,
our re eature pa
LIVING bl:'ﬂ'l withheid

a day. The inconvenience is
regretted.

NEWS BRIEFS

w
Ogata leaves

The United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
Mrs Sadako Ogata left Dhaka
for Bangkok yesterday after a
four-day visit to Bangladesh.
During her visit Mrs Ogata
called on President Abdur
Rahman Biswas, Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia,
Foreign Minister ASM Mos-
tafizur Rahman and Minister
for Home Afiairs Abdul Matin
Chowdhury. She held official
talks and signed a bilateral
Memorandum of Unders-
tanding (MOU) on Rohingyas,

BSS

pact with Turkey

ANKARA, May 15: Bangla-
desh and Turkey have signed a
technical cooperation agree-
ment here yesterday Bangla-
desh ambassador in Turkey
Major General Mahmudul Ha-
san and Turkish Deputy Under
Secretary for State Planning,
Organtsation Necati Ozfirat
signed the agreemenl on be
halfl of their respective govern-
ments, reports BSS,

Indian cattle,
goods seized

KHULNA, May 15 BDR
seized Indian cattle, sugar and
bicycle worth Tk. 13 lakh from
two thanas of Khulna district
riday, official sources said

on F
today [Saturday}. Acting on a
tip, BDR personnel raided
Pankhali area of Dakope thana
in the moming and recovered
47 Indian cattle and 10,000
kilograms of sugar. On the
same might, they seized 85
heads of cattle, 10 Indian bi-
cycle and 200 kgs of sugar
from Navaron thana of the dis

trict. reports UNB.

Blood dysentery
claims 4 in Pabna

PABNA, May 15 Blood
dysentery claimed the Wves of
four more children and at-
tacked 32 others during the
last 24 hours in five thanas of
the district, reports UNB
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Bosnian Serbs vote 1n referendum

Peace plan may be rejected

PALE (Bosnia-Herzegovinal,
May 15: Bosnian Serbs voted
today in a controversial refer-
endum of the Vance-Owen
peace plan while their forces
fought fiercely for the Muslim
held towns, report AFP,
Reuter.

Heavy fighting erupted
again in twyo key Bosnian trou-
blespots today.

Commander Barry Frewer
told reporters Bosnian Serbs
had launched an assault near
the strategic northern Bosnian
town of Brocko, where they
are facing Croat and Muslim
units.

Bosnian Croat soldiers using
mortars, artillery and multiple
rocket launchers had attacked
Muslim units in the south-
western city of Mostar, where
fighting between the two for-
mer allies has raged for the

past week, he said.

Thc attack on Mostar, came
despite two ceasefire a
ments during the past week.

As rifle-toting militiamen
voted in Brocko's Economics
Faculty buﬂdln% local Serbs
commander Colonel Milisav
Milutionvic said, "the only un-
known factor is the turnout (in
the referendum), a 'no’ victory
is certain.”

Meanwhile, voters leaving
the polling station in Pale, a
hilltop town outside evo,
told AFP they had voted “no”
to the peace plan and “yes to
the question on whether they
should an independent repub-
lHe.

Results are expected late
Tuesday, 48 hours after polling
ends at 7 pm (1700 GMT)
Sunday, said Electoral Com-
missioner Cvetko Cancar,

quoted by the radio in Pale,
which Serbs regard as the
capital of their self-styled
Bosnian Serb republic.

Bosnian Serbs leader
Radovan Karadzic, who voted
here with his wife at 10 am —
three hours after polling be-
gan, told journalists that if
"no” vote won, it would not be
"a ‘'no’ to , 1t is ‘no’ to
the (Vance-Owen plan's)
maps.”

The Bosnian Serb 'parlia-
ment’ called the referendum

last week after refusing to

endorse the plan, whose maps
would force Serbs forces to
roll back from the 70 per cent
to Bosnia they now control to
three provinces totalling per
cent of the former Yugoslav
republic,

Referring to pressure from
the Yugoslav republic of Serbia

Zivko Sarac said,

— which ha.l in recent weeks
repcatedly appealed to Bosnian
Serbs to accept the plan —
Karadzic said that his coun-
trymen “did feel under pres-
sure,” but it was better "to take
crucial decisions without tak-
ing account of pressure”.
Serbian media polls have
predicted that the pian will be
rej:ctt:d by a large majority,

and occasionally this might be -

helped by some f{riendly
"advice” [rom polling officers.
Explaining the two ballots
to a rather confused voter in
Pale, polling station chief
"the yellow
ballot has to do with the
Vanch-Owen plan, normally we
mark in ‘no’ but you can do
otherwise {f you wish. The blue
ballot is for the independence
of our republic.”
Article on page 4 ,
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Hﬂml Hmimr Begum Khaleda Zia waving to the crowd gat

Lered for a pubhr.- meeng at ﬂ'll
Langolkot Hasan Memorial Degree College ground in Laksham yesterday.

— PID photo

PM dismisses opposition’s
claim of cooperation

LANGOLKOT (Comilla), May
15 : Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today dismissed
Opposition claims that 1t was
cooperaling with the govern-
ment by saying thal resort to
[requent hartals to hinder de-
velopment activities could not
be called cooperation, reports
BSS.

She, however, said that the
Opposition has to shun hartals
and agitational action pro-
grammes lo supplement the

nﬁing development activities
ol her government il they re:

ally meant to cooperate with
the government.

The Prime Minister made
the remarks at a big public

meeting organised by the local
Thana unit of the BNP at the
Langolkot Hasan Memorial
Degree College ground.

Begum Zia said that all
quarters have to stop hartals
and strikes il they sincerely
wanted progress and people’s
welfare

Presided over by Advocate
Nazrul I[slam, pnuldcnt Lan-

golkol Thana BNP, the mee-
ting was addressed, among
others, by the Energy and
Mineral Resources Minister Dr
Khandaker Musharral Hossain,
Commerce Minister M K An-
war, Works Minister Barrister
Rafligul Islam Miah, Rabecya
Chowdhury, MP, Akbar Hossain

MP, Shahidul Huq Jamal, MP,
ATM Alamgir, MP, Dr Kam-
ruzzaman, MP, central BNP
leader Saifullah Miaji and

district and thana BNP leaders
Kamal Chowdhusy, Alauddin

and Mustaque Mia.

The Prime Minister ex-
pressed her dismay at the re-
peated attempts Lo create un-
rest and (nstability in the in-
dustrial sector, saying that in-
triguers were out to revert the
wheel of preduction by de-
stroying and disrupting pro-
duction in mills and factories,

The Prime Minister said
that her government had ini
ttated Lhe process of ridding

Sec Page 12 Col 7

Short-ived ceasefire in Kabul

KABUL, May 15: A ceascfire
announced ecarly today lasticd
only untl noon, when Afghan
government jets bombed posts
captured recently from Defe:
noe Ministry forces in South
Kabul, as well as the military

headquarters of the rival
Mujahideen f[actions, reports
AFP.

The high-altitude bombing
runs missed the headquarters
of Prime Minister-designate
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, located
20 kilometres southeast of
Kabul at Charasiab.

But in the south Kabul dis-
trict of Darulaman, which was
captured by Hekmatyar's Hezb-
i-Islam guerillas Wednesday,

several more bombs were
dropped on the rival Mujah-
ideen, which included units of
an lranfan-backed Shi'ite
{action.

The bodies of five govern-
ment soldiers were seen lying
amid the fire-blackened ruins
of one Delence Ministry garri-
sont held by the Hezb.

Teenage soldiers of the
Shi'ifte Hezb-i-Wahdat faction
posted just one kilometre from
the Darulaman Palace on the
main road leading to Charasiab
narrowly escaped death when
two bombs landed in the mid-
dle of the road by their posi-
tion but fafled to explode.

One jet dropped at ]east

one cluster bomb, a device
consisting of a large number of
small bombs which f[an oul
over a inrgnln:l aflter the
main unit aks open in the
air.

South Kabul restidents said
surface-to-air missiles were
fired at the government jels
but fafled to make a hit.

The ceasefire pact between
the government and the joint
rival factions which was an-
nounced just a few hours ear-
lter by a peace delegation
member seemed at best pre-
mature in view ol the bomb-
ings and a late afternoon
rocket exchange.

US, Pakistan
hold talks

ISLAMABAD, 16: Top
Pakistani and US officials met
here today to discuss issues
straining their relations in-
cluding Islamabad's alleged in-
volvement in international ter-
rorism and its nuclear ambi-
tions, reports AFP.

Deputy Assistant Secretary
of State John Malott led the
US side in the first talks with
PFakistan since Bill Clinton be-
came President in January.

Pakistan's team was led by
Foreign Secretary Shaharyar
Mohammed Khan and Akram
Zaki, Secretary General at the
Foreign Ministry.

US sources said Malott's
mission was to discuss the
“whole range’ of fssues plagu-
ing relations between the two
countrics, who were closce al-
les through much of the Cold
War but have drifted apart
since.

Washington recently sto-
pped shert d’ turning Pakistan
into a pariah nation adding
it to a list of nations thai
support terrorism

Related Story on Page 5

Special rigging
cell in Sindh,
charges PPP

ISLAMABAD, May 15: The
Pakistan People's Party (PPP)
of former Premier Benazir
Bhutto today charged that a
special cell had been consti-
tuted to-rig the July elections
in her home province of
Sindh, reports AFP,

“A rigging cell has been cs-
tablished at the Chie! Minis-
ter's Secretariat at Karachi to
deny PPP victory,” party
spokesman Shalgat Mahmood
said.

The cell is headed by
provincial Chie{l Minister Syed
Muzaffar Shah's secretary
Imtiaz Sheikh, -Mahmood said

in a statementl here.
Meanwhile, Benazir

Bhutto's father-in-law, [lakim
Al{ Zardarl, ended three ycars
ol sell-exile when he returncd
home today, party sources shid.

Directive to make
list of criminals,

arrest them

A high level meeting yes-
terday reviewed the "overall
law and order and crime situa-
tion” of the districts and four
metropolitan areas and took
some measures for its overall
improvement, reports BSS.

Chatred by Home Minister
Abdul Matin Chowdhury, the
meeling was atiended, among
others, by Cabinet Secretary
Ayubur Rahman, Home Sec-
retary Azimuddin Ahmad, IG of
Police A S M Shahjahan,

Additional Btcr:u.? Prime
Scv Page 12 Col 3

More funds for poverty alleviation suggested

By Staff Correspondent

A number of economists,

academics, politicians and
donors L'hturd stressed the
ﬂﬂ.'.'d for er budgetary al-

r poverty alleviation

:nd increased resources for

the “efficient agriculture sec-
tor.”

They also observed that any

 growth strategy should be

aimed at poverty alleviation

They were speaking at a
policy dialogue on poverty alle-
viation at the sh Insti-
tute of t Strategics
(BIDS] which was also atte-
nded by Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman. Emeritus
Fellow of BIDS, Prol Rehman
Sobhan acted as a moderator.

Representatives from donors
and NGOs, politiclans and
academicians were present as
panellists.

Finance Minister Saffur
Rahman also with the
discussants and said, "1 have
no problems with greater re-
source allocations for rural de-
velopment and jture.”

"Tell me where should be
spend more, and we will do
it.” the Finance Minister said.

"We need participatory de-
velopment activities,” Saiffur
said, adding "for that the
ernment institutions and al
governments have to be
strengthened. Good policies
without good institutional sup-

port will not do.”

"The government cannol
remain indifferent about rural
uplift. We have to take an in-
tem:nmnm role to fight rural

" the minister said.

Pruf Rehman Sobhan, tak-
ing part in the dialogue, said
that the political parties
should organise the E:o
that they can demand lor more
resources.

"The government does m;;t
provide subsidy to the .
ture sector. But how mt
are those sectors which get
the subsidies?” Prof Sobhan
questioned.

He also
transparent

called for more
governmeni ex-

penditure, particularly in
poverty alleviation pro-
grammes.

Rashed Khan Menon, Gene-
ral Secretary of the Bangladesh
Workers Party, lamented the
withdrawal of agricultural
subsidy and said donors
pressures in this regard shou)d
be discarded,

Matia Chowdhu of ll:_-
Awami League said rise
diesel price has increased the

cost of agricultural production,
causing sufferings to the rural
population.

However, Finance Ministor
Saifur Rahman said that the '
govermunent ptﬁu'y o privatise
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'Ogata hopes Yangon

will allow UN
presence soon

By Staff Cnﬂe:pondent

United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees Sadako
Ogata Saturday said that the
need of the moment is a UN
presence in Myanmar, as per
the accord signed last }r:ar
between Dhaka and Yangon, to
expedite repatriation of the
Rohingya r:fugccu

Addressing a press confer-
ence at a local hotel at the
conclusion of her wvisit to
Bangladesh, Dr Ogata, how-
ever, hoped that a break-
through in this regard may
come soon as a UN technical
mission, including a United
Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) official,
is currently visiting Myanmar.

See Page 12 Col 1

_dnkn a,kingut a
press conference yesterday

Talks on jute sector reforms

A

Dhaka may bow to

WB conditions

By Nazmul Ashraf

A three-member Bangla-
desh delegation is scheduled
to start negotiations tomorrow
with the World Bank (WB) on
the conditionalities of the
bank's 30 crore US dollar
"Jute Sector Reforms Credit”,
official sources said.

The Bangladesh team, led
by the Secretary of the Jute
Ministry. left Dhaka for
Washington Friday night on an
invitation by a WB delegation
which visited Dhaka recently. F
Yagchi, a senior economist of
the bank, led the team here to
discuss with the authorities
the eight conditions imposed
by the World Bank.

Du his in Dhaka;
Yagch:T‘luﬂ han.;g over to the
authorities concerned a draft

report containing the pro-
posed conditionalities and
guidelines for the restructur-
ing, Jute Ministry officials said.

According to sources, an
inter-ministerial meeting was
held to discuss the matter
prior to the departure of the
Bangladesh delegation. The
meeting reportedly did not
agree on all the of the
proposed conditionalities.

However, relevant officials
hinted that Bangladesh might
soften its stance on the accep-
tance of the WB conditions
during its team’'s week-long
stay in Washington.

The conditionalities inchude
: feduetion of "excéss” man-
power: rehabilitation of the re-

Sce Page 12 Col 4

Govt fails to check
Indian goods : Hasina

CHANDPUR, May 15 :
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina to-
day blasted the BNP govern-
ment for failure to check
smuggling of Indian godds de-
stroying local industries and
crippling national economy,
reports UNB.

"Indian sugar, eggs, onions,
cows, vegetables, [ruits and
what not are flooding the local
market but this government
has miserably failed to stop in-
flow of smuggled goods,” she
told a big public meeting at
Chandpur Municipal Park this
afternoon.

Hasina also rebuked the
BNP nment for its ‘'meek’
foreign policy in dealing with
outstanding issues- with the

neighbouring countries, in-
cluding the Ganges water
sharing problem with India.
Criticising a reported decision
of the government to sell out
the country's jute mills, she
deplored that Bangladesh
which once enjoyed a mono-
poly in the international jute
market {s gradually losing its
grip while other countries are
occupying the place because of
the BNP’s wrong policy.

In the last two years, Hasina
alleged that the government
had failed to set up new indus-
tries, create new jobs and in-
crease the volume of export.

On the contrary, she said,
mills and factories are being
closed down, workers re-
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B T

Ogata lauds
PM's role

The visiting United Nations
High Commissioner for Re-

fugees, Dr Sadako Ogata,
lauded Dhaka’s han-
dling of the huge Rohingya

refu lem, reports BSS.

*Iﬂﬂ refugees happy
and in good condition. Better
than many refugees in other
parts of the world,” the
UNHCR chiel told Prime
Minister m Khaleda Zia
when she on her at the
Prime Minister's office.

Dr Ogata, who arrived in
Dhaka on May 12 on a four-day
official visit, appreciated the
personal involvement and inf .
tiattves of Begum Khaleda Z ia

in the affatr.
She said UN would } welp
tn the repatriation of the

Rohingyas refugees and pr ovide
them with kits, food and cloth-
ings during their repa’wmriation
.0 enable them to restart living
in their homeland.

Farakka day today

Due share of
Ganges water

demanded

RAJSHAHI, May 15: The
Committee for Assistance in
Solving the Farakka Problem
submitted a memorandum to
the Assistant High Commissi-
oner of India here today dema-
nding Bangladesh's due share
of the Ganges water, reports
UNB.

Witnesses said some 3,000
people marched towards the
High Commission office on the
eve of "Farakka Day” tomorrow
(Sunday) but police halted
them near Lakshmipur High

"School and allowed a repre-

sentative team to submit the
memorandum.

The Farakka Day commem-
orates the historic long march
towards the Farakka barrage in
1976, led by Moulana Bhasani,

The marchers held a rally
which was addressed by con-
venor of the commitiee advo-
cate Emdadul Haq and other
leaders.

4 slain 1n
Meherpur,
‘Chuadanga

MEHERPUR, May 15: Four
people were slaughtered and
shot by some assailants in
Sadar thana and its adjacent
areas ol neighbouring Chua-
danga district Friday night,
reports UNB.

The victims were identificd
as Atai (25) of Gopalpur village
in Sadar thana and Boga and
Shamser of Boalmari thana
sadar of Meherpur district and
Abdul Quddus [30) of Latifuta
village in Damurhuda thana of
Chuadanga district.

The killars pinned leaflets
of the 'Purba Bﬂnglar Commu-
nist Party on the bodies.
Police, however, suspected a
land dispute as the causc for
the killings.

The killers first slit the
throats of all the four victims
and then shot them.
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