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Nat'l chess

Sports Reporter

Defending national cham-

pion Recfat-bin-Sattar regis-
trrtd his second successive
in the o I'HIH.'

teenth national chess ¢
onship when he beat MI
Tuhin in the third
round at the National Sports
Council chess mﬂth hhﬂ

Reefat, playing
pieces in a game of French
Defence, forced his opponent
to resign on the 32nd move.

Mahbub Ali Ferdoust of Feni
maintained his winning spree
as he recorded his third con-
secutive win over Kalimullah
Khan of Ansars. Mahbub
with black in Queen's |
Defence to win after 53 moves.

Abdul Khaleque of Dhaka
Metropolis resigned on the
35th move against Niyamul
Hugq Niru of Ansars.

Saifuddin Labloo of BTMC
took care of Khandaker Kayes
Hassan of Ansars in 45 moves
in a game of Ruy Lupez.

Rezaul Huq of Biman and
ANM Ruhul Kuddus of Dhaka
Metropolis defeated All
Mintu and Abul Kashem

Bhuilyan respe .
Omar Khaled of Chittagong
beat Abdullah-Al-Rakib of

Dhaka Metropolis after just 16
moves. The match was played
in Sicilian Defence.

The match between Rani
Hamid of Biman and Rafiqul
Islam of Chittagong was in
progress when the report was
filed.

BGIC basketball

Sports Reporter

Rising Force and Rangers
club registered victories in
their respective BGIC Second

Division basketball lea
matches at the open hnhﬂﬂcﬂ
court adjacent to the wooden-

floor gymnasium yesterday.
Rising Force overwhelmed
Victoria Spo club 76-35

after leading the first half
38-7.

Mujib caged 40 points for
the winners while Manwar
scored 12.

Jami and Hafiz scored 20
and 10 points respectively for
the losers.

Iin the other maich of the

day Rangers Club routed Young
77-35.

Rangers Club who already
clinched the runmr:-t:rnpm.l-
tion in the league, led
halfl 38-10.

Sujon was the topscorer for
the winners with 36 points
while Rashed caged 14.

For the losers Zahedi
scored 10 points.

Pioneer soccer

Sports Reporter

Dipali Jubo Sangha con-
firmed their berth in next
year's Third Division football
league when t edged out
KR Boys 4-3 Inm tie-breaker
to move into the final of the
Janata Bank Pioneer football
league at the Dhl.k.l Stadium
yesterday.

The scheduled th'nl: of the
keenly contested second semi-
final match ended in a goalless
draw.

Masum, Tarek, Zamal and
Boby netted for the winners in
the penalty shoot-out while
Saiful, Rajanikanta and Bablu
scored for the losers.

The final between Dipali
Jubo Sangha and Motijheel
T&T Club will be one of mere
academic interest as both
teams have earned promotion
to nexi year's Division Three

league.
Finns blow out
Austria's hopes

URKU, Finland, May 14:
Underdogs Finland virtually
extinguished Austria's World
Cup hopes with a surprise 3-1
win on Thursday. reports
Reuter.

Finland's first European
Group Six win left France,
Bulgaria and Sweden comfort-
ably clear in the fight for the
twe qualifying places.

Austria's defence was torn
wide open by the hard-running
Finns, led midfielder Jari
Kitmanen, who engineered
two of the goals.

Mika-matti Paatelianen
opened the scoring in the
17th minute from a delicate
Litmanes cross. Goalkeeper
Bernhard Wohlfahrt came oul
too late.

Three minutes later Marko
Rajamaki struck [rom close
range with Austria caught flat-
footed.

Finland maintained their
momentum throughout the
first half and took an unassail-
able 3-0 lead soon after the
break through Arf Hjelm. A
brilliant pass by Litmanes and
less-than-agile footwork by
Austrian central defenders
Michael Streiter and Michael
Zisser left Hjelm free to beat
Wohlifahrt.

Austria gradually took con-
trol in midfield and pressed
the home team back, but were
unable to serfously disrupt the
disciplined Finnish defence.

Zisser headed home flor
Austria a minute from time.

The result left Austria
fourth in the six-team group.
six points behind leaders
France and two adrift of third-
placed Sweden who have a
game in hand.
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Rahmatganj in final round

r scored the

Angu
first hattrick of
r -.‘\ lI: DMFA Cup

_ ',J football tourna-

ment as Rahma-
ends Socie

=y
the first
of the four

for the quali-
fiers in the eight-team [inal
round when they emphatically

Action from yesterday's DMFA Cup football tournament

Sports Reporter

of the round robin on May
18, in CGroup One. other

up features Mohammedan
ﬂ:rllﬂl Club and Brothers
Unjon. The top two leams
from each group advance to
the last fowr.

The winners dominated the
malch from the mement the
referee blew the whistle, leav-

b )

e

" another measu

match between Agrani Bank and Sadharan Bima at the
Dhaka Stadium. Agrnm Bank beat Sadharan Bima by a soli-

tary goal.

defeated Pioneer Coaching

Eleven 4-0 in the Group A final

at the Dhaka Stadium yester-

ihhmntgmj join Abahani
Krira Chakra and Arambagh
Krira Sangstha, who they will

tlh:nninth:inlugl.lral match

— Star photo

ing little, if not no space for
the Pioneer selection, who
made a flying start with a 4-1
thrashing ul; Adamjee Sports
Club in the tournament opener
on May 10.

Rahmatgani the ac-
count through Angoor 14

minutes into the aflter

sors, g gy-se S M
i a

:rrl-‘ﬁh- in for the striker, who

pushed the ball home without

a second thought (1-0).

An early goal egged the
winners on and stepped
up the re on Ploneer
karr;rﬂmu goals, The
second goal came in the 34th
minute when Ran placed
cross for
Angoor to flick in (2-0).

in the second hall, how-
cver, the Ploneer booters dis-
played determination and
made the Rahmatganj offence
tofl. But the victors were not to
be denied and neither was

Angoor completed his tre-
ble with a solo effort. In the
23rd minute Angoor dribbled

{ two defenders before un-
r-hin; an angular drive
which left the Ploneer goal-
keeper with no chances (3-0).

Javed completed , the tally
eleven minutes later with a

powerful drive after being set
fﬂ:t‘ with a cleah pass from an
indirect free-kick (4-0).
Somaiat Uperenial & he.
winners decided nol to press
any more and the vanquished
crowded the penalty area to
make sure that they did not
concede any more goals.

In the other match of the
day, Agrani Bank edged out
Sadharan Bima Krira Sangstha
1-0 in Group B semifinal to set
up a [inal clash with Dhaka
Wanderers on May 17,

The match, played in the
afternoon, was one of those
drab affairs where players tofl
in vain to establish total domi-
nance in the midfield resulting
a number of midfield melees.
But amid this chaotic moves
and counter moves, Agrani
Bank were seemingly the bet-
ter side.

The winners got the all-im-
portant goal in the 20th
minute of the first half when
Bachchu headed home from a
frec-kick (1-0).

Four minutes later, Bakhtiar
almost doubled the margin
with a flerce drive but, thanks

to the goalkeeper, Bima sur-
vived

TODAY'S MATCH

Victoria Sporting Club vs
Lalmatia Club (6 pm)

"dollars

TOKYO, May 14 :
Japan's new pre-
fessional soccer
league opens on
Saturday to the
crackle of firew-
orks and the flash of laser
beams, fuelled by millions of
from some of the
world's richest companies,
reports Reuter,

A nationwide television au-
dience and a sell-out crowd of
60,000 including Brazilian
soccer superstar Pele will
watch the display before the
opening game between Yom-
ttf:i Nippon and Yokohama
Marinos.

On Sunday, four games will
be played, including a clash be-
tween Grampus Eight and
Kashima Antlers, the new
clubs on former England
striker Gary Lineker and
Brazils Zico.

Local government built the
Antlers new .8.2 billion yen
(73.2 million dollars) stadium.

While soccer worldwide
struggles with recession and
debts, the 10 clubs in in
Japan's new are flush.

They have splashed out mil-
lions of dellars to buy foreign
players to increase spectator
interest and raise the standard
of local teams.

As well as Zico and Lineker,
the league boasts Plerre
Littbarski of Germany's 1990
World Cup team, ex-Argentine
internationals Ramon Diaz and
David Bisconti, and former

" Brazilian international Edu.

The average stadium capac-

y of the 10 clubs is only
lﬁmﬂ and each expect
to lose one billion yen (8.9
million dollars) a year in the
short term. But thanks to
strong support from the bi
firms they are confident of

The five games this week-
end are sold out, -nda.ll will be
televised. Interest has been

fuelled by intensive promotion,
sale of J-League g:odn and the

success of Japan's team in
reaching the second round of
the Asian qualifying group for
the World Cup finals in 1994.

Twcnty fnur per cent of

........

GARY LINEKER
television viewers watched
Japan's crucial 2-0 win over
United Arab Emirates in Tokyo
on April 18 in Prime Evening
Time, a record for a soccer

game.

Japan join North Korca and
four other teams, as yet unde-
cided, in the sccond Asian
qualifying group. The two top
will reach the finals in thc
United States. Japan have
never reached that final stage.

Japan is a favourite to host
the World Cup in 2002. Fifteen
stadiums, 10 of them not yct
built, have been submitied as
possible venues by local gov-
ernment awash wit money.

League chairman Saburo

LeWe begins today with eclat

Kawabuchi said the leaguc
would allow a maximum ef fivc
overscas players per team. But
only three could play in any
one :
He said the new league
could not be compared with
the ill-fated US soccer league

in the 1970s, which had sev- |

eral star imports such as Pele.
*That was geared to
profit and in the end there was
no active promotion or nurtur-
ing promising American play-
ers,” he said. “"We shall not be
making the same mistake. The
J-League comprises a greatl
majority ol good home-grown
Japanese players who have
moved up from high school
and semi-amateur leagucs.”

Asked abouit a possible clash
with baseball, Japan's most
popular spectator sport,
Kawabuchi said: “The J-League
has been born from a growing

‘interest from the younger

eratfon. want something
more after the school and
company-sponsored football
teams.”

The 10 teams play each
other twice in the first hall of
the league, which runs until
July 14. The second half will
be staged between late July
and mid-November,

The winning club in each of
the two stages will earn 50
million yen (446,000 US dol-
lar). The winners of the two
stages will then meet in the
first league championship with
a prize of 10 million yen
(89,200 US dollar).

The league plans to in-
crease the number of tcams,
with two more joining probably
next year.

The current 10 teams arc
all from Honshu, Japan’'s main
island, and include none from
the capital.

carrying the losses.

Scem from yesterday's Hetrnpnh:[:rt-en Delta Flrnt Division hockey ]t-ug'ur mnu‘h ln-t ween
Usha Krira Chakra and Police Athletic Club at the Hockey Stadium. Usha won the match by

four goals to nil.

— Btar photo

Imran critical
of Dicky Bird

KARACHI, May 14: Former
skipper of Plklltm s World
Cup winning cricket team,
Iimran Khan, has criticised
English umpire Dicky Bird
over decisions which wenl

against Pakistan during the |

Cartbbean tour, reports AFP.

"His ]uilltmtnt af times
was quite faulty,” the famous
all-rounder was guoted by the
official Association Press of
Pakistan today.

Pakistan lost the Test series
2-0 and drew a one-day inter-
national against the West
Indies.

Imran attributed Tesl

defeats to a lack of motivation.

DeFreitas’ apt
riposte

LONDON, May 14: Lancas-
hire paceman Phil DeFreitas,
snubbed by the England
sclectors for the three one-day
Texaco Trophy matches aga-
inst Australia, delivered the
perfect riposte with seven for
76 against Somerset at Taun-
ton on Thursday, reports
Reuter.

DeFreitas, who at one stage
took three wickets in 10 de-
liveries without conceding a
run, was mainly instrumental
in bowling Somerset out for
195 in 55.3 overs after the
home side had opted to bat
first.

Somerset would have fared
much worse but for
new boy Mark Lathwell who
held DeFreftas at bay with a
sparkling 71.

Lancashire were on 142 for
four when bad light ended the
play.

Former West Indian captain
Viv Richards rolled back the

years against Derbyshire at
Derby, hammering a robust 86
out of a Glamo total of 320.

Richards pulled Glamorgan
out of trouble at 166 for six by
launching a lethal assault on
England fast bowler Devon
Malcolm, who was dispatched
for eight fours and a six before
finally forcing the 4]-year-old
to miscue a pull.

Derbyshire lost captain Kim
Barnett cheaply before reach-
ing 58 for one in reply at the
close.

Yorkshire's former North-
ants' seamer Marck Robinson
continued his impressive start
to the season by claiming five
for 45, including England’s
Grame Hick and Weston
in the space of four deliveries,
as Worcestershire struggled to
185 for seven al Bradiord,

Hampshire's Paul Terry hit
an unbeaten 82 as Hampshire
reached 192 for one after be-
ing put in to bat by Durham in
a rnin curtailed day at
Stockton.

Durham's agony was com-
pounded, first, by the sight of
West Indian fast bowler Ande-
rson Cummins limping off the
field with a thigh strain and
then by David Gower, who
cracked a sparkling 32 not out
which included five fours of
labouring lan Botham.

Maradona again
in trouble

SEVILLE, Spain, May 14:
Diego Maradona was arrested
for driving his Porsche Carrera
at 150 an hour on
his way to training Thursday,
police said, reports AFP,

The
15 minutes being questioned

by the police before being re-
leased. The car was im-
pounded.

Leaving the station, Hm-
dona stopped bricfly to sign
autographs but made no
comment.

Ajax, Usha win
Sports Reporter

Usha Krira Chakra and Ajax
Sports Club registered [acile
wins in the Green Delta First
Division hockey at the
Hoc Stadium yesterday. In
the hﬁist match ]:; the day,
Independence Day hockey
champipns Usha KC posted a
3-0 triumph over Police
Athletics Club after leading the
first half 1-0.

Khwaza Irteza Qader Guddu
opened the account for the
winners, sounding the Police
AC board from close in the
28th minute from penalty
corner (1-0). |

Another penalty corner in
the 48th minute opened the
way for Rabiuddin Ahmed to
slam home (2-0).

Three minutes later Qamrul
Islam Kismat completed the
tally with a field goal (3-0).

In the other match of the
day, Ajax raced away with a 4-0
victory against Azad Sporting

Club after enjoying a 2-0 first-
half lead.

Ajax were given the lead by
Khwaza Wais who drove the
ball into the Azad net from a
well-synchronised 12th
minute offensive (1-0).

M Javed doubled the mar-
gin in the 26th minute when
he scored a field goal (2-0).

Five minutes into the sec-
ond half Khwaza Rizwan got
the third for the winners from
a penalty corner (3-0).

Another field goal from
Hafizullah in the 58th minute
rounded off the match (4-0).

LN e lun-ur made
Australia tofl at Hove on Thur-
sday, reports Reuter.

The England leg-spinner
stroked his way to 50 alfter
‘Alan Wells had earlier led the
way with a fine 93 Sussex to-
talled 353 all out.

Despite being left out of the
England one-day international

squad, the 22-year-old Salis-

bury could still pay a leading
part in this summer's Test
series — and his batting skills
could help balance England’s
side.

He faced only 74 balls, hit-
ting 10 fours and making
most of his runs after Australia
took the second new ball.

Wells, the 31-year-old
Sussex captain, s one of the
most underrated batsmen in
English cricket and has never
played representative cricket
— ¢ on the {ll-fated rebel
E tour of South Africa in
1990 under Mike

At the time Wells
his decision outlinning his
frustration at being constantly

igruru.-d by the England selec-

Hnd since his ban ended,
Wells, has had to watch as fel-
low rebels OGatting, John
Emburey and Paul Jarvis have
won instant recalls.

He batted four hours, fnc-
ing 1956 balls and striking
boundaries before :Hcin‘ a
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nqu-rtdmllﬂ McDer-
mott and being well o
dﬂ*ﬂﬂmm

He had been joined by the
obdurate Ketth Greenfield in a
third-wicket stand of 133, and
later put on 51 with the ac-
complished Salisbury.

Strike bowler McDermott
took a wicket with both the
first and second new ball and
showed more fire and rhythm

;

IAN SALI"!BURT
than when he was hit for 78
from 14 overs — and had an on
ficld row with his captain Allan
border — during the last match
against Somerset.

Merv Hughes, looking

t after his recent in-

jury lay-off, tofled manfully up

the hill and was rewarded with
two wickets.

Support scamers Brendon

Julian and Paul Reiffel, bidding

for perha :mt in the
interna-

lldeinrt

] ee——m———————— 1. 58 W b na—

| Sahsbury s superlative showing

tionals, had mixed fortunes.
Julian ended up with five
hrﬁﬂhlmw
but Reiffe! had some poor luck,
once seeing Wells edge him
through the slips for four just
before his dismissal

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the first day
of the three-day cricket match
between Sussex and Australia
on

SUSSEX: First innings
N Leanham ¢ Healy

b McDermott 11
W Athey ¢ Hayden b Jullan 33
K Greenfield ¢ Border
b Julian

A Wells ¢ Martyn
b MecDermott

u

C Wells ¢ Hayden b Hughes

P Moores ¢ Healy b

I Salisbury ¢ Reiflel b Jullan

T Pigott ¢ Reiffel b Julian

A Jones b Waugh

E Giddi not out

Extiras: 4, 1b-12, w-3, nb-

30}

Totak

Fall of wickets: 1-22; 2-

3-2009; 4-209; 5-220; 6-2

7-295; B-322; 9-350.
||
3
3
2
5
3

oBalBacl &

£3ns

Bowling: (o]
McDermott 23
Hu T 16
Reilfel 21
Juban 22
May 17
Waugh 21 0
AUSTRALIA: M Ska
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Argentinian star spent

BEIRUT, May 14:
South Korea went
top of Werld Cup
Asian qualifying
Group D with a 3-
0 win over India
on Thursday, Reuter.

The victory puts the group
favourites ahead of Hong K:mf
on goal difference alter bot
have played three matches.

Dut South Korea turned in
an unimpressive performance
against an Indian team who
rarely ventured into their op-
ponent's haif

South Korea's first goal came
from a 19th minute penalty
converted by defender Hong
Myung-Bo after a foul by
Sathyan Vattabrambath on Seo
J

ongrwon.

The Koreans dominated al-
most entirely but had to wait
untfl 20 minutes from time for
their second goal when Chet
Moon-Sik scored at the near
post from close range.

Chot could have added to
his tally 11 minutes later, but
his fiercely struck shot hit the
upright and bounced away to
safety.

Korea saved the best for last
with Ha Seok-Ju scoring from

a spectacular volley in the last

minute.
India had just two shots on
goal in the le match, hoth

ml}rﬂnthllfun‘lbmh

“dﬂtd bLlcr -uhmmud o

Hut the Indians earned the
sympathy of the Lebanese
crowd at the Bourj Hammoud
Stadium for their phlucky de-
fence.

Winless Lebanon and Ba-
hrain battled to a goalless
draw in their Group D match
in Befrut to leave both well be-
hind South Korea and Hong
Kong.

Bahrain had most of the ball
during the match but fafled to
transform their superfority
into goals and had very few
clear cut chances.

Lebanon, u on by a par-
tisan crowd of 13,000 relied
on counter attacks and strik-
ers Fadi Allouch and Wael
Nazha both missed chances.

Lebanon have now com-

pleted their group matches
and the first will be com-
pleted on Satu with a top-

of-the-table clas between
South Korea and Hong Kong
while Bahrain play India.
lebanon's coach Berjaout
said he was not disappointed

South Korea surge ahead

his team had not won a single
game on home soll but added:
"We still hope to improve in
the second round of matches
in South Korea next month.”

Venables loses
his job

LONDON, May 14 : Former
Barcelona soccer coach Terry
Venables was fired as chief ex-
ecutive of Tottenham Hotspur
Friday, reports AP.

After a two-hour meeting of
the north London club's direc-
tors, Tottenham issued a brief
statement which read: "A reso-
lution terminating Mr Terry
Venables' contract as chiefl ex-
ecutive of Tottenham Hotspur
PLC was passed at a Board
meeting of the company at-
tended by all directors this
moming.”

Venables, who was Totte-
nham manager from 1987-9]
before he was appointed ma-
naging director, emerged a
few minutes after the ann-
ouncement.

“The Board has voted to
dismiss me, and | have been
and am talking to solicitors,”
he said. "] am advised that's all
| can say at the moment.”

Sydney greets Samaranch soberly

SYDNEY, May 14:
Sydney laid on a
low-key welcome
for Olympic chief
Juan Antonio Sa-
maranch on Fri-
day, in sharp contrast te his
lavish reception in_ Beijing,
Australia’'s main rival in the bid
for the 2000 Olympics, reports
Reuter.

The world's most powerful
sports administrator arrived
for a three-day inspection visit
after a similar trip this month
to Beijing where he was ac-
corded royal treatment.

“We were uimply complying
with his wishes,” man
for the Sydney hld nald

Samaranch and his daugh-
ter Maria Teresa were wel-
comed at Sydney's airport by
officials led by Australian
Olympic Committee president
John Coates.

Samaranch, president of
the International Olympic
Committee (10C), later re-

Reled

“ ceived a detailed briefing on

Sydney's bid for the Games
before an official reception
hosted by the Premier of New
South Wales, John Fahey.
Samaranch had specifically
asked Australian officials not ta

during his

ment visit.
Sydney and Beifing are re-
ed as the frontrunners in
the bid for the 2000 Olympics,
which will be decided by 91
IOC delegates in Monte Carlo
on September 23, Manchester,
Berlin, Istanbul and Brasilia are
the other candidates.

Australia’'s [OC member Phil
Coles, who was in China with
Samaranch, said he believed
Sydney’s facilities were supe-
rior to Beijing's but was con-
cerned that C held the po-
litical advantage.

“I've been involved in
Sydney's bid for a long time
and in most cases, if not all of
them, we are su
fact,” Coles told reporters,

Samaranch will inspect the -

planned main site for the
Games in the city's west on
Saturday before a lunch with
Prime Minister Paul Keating.

While in Beijing, Samaranch
gave no indication whether
China’'s extravagant reception
would boost Beifing's bid.

*“The six candidate (cities)
are on the same starting line,”
Samaranch told a news conler-
ence. "All the six bidders have
the same opportunities.”

Samaranch and other 10C
members were

go overboard in' their treat-

r. That's a :

feted in -

Shanghai at the cere-
mony of East Asian Games,

which featured more than
11,000 dancers, singers and
calisthenics team members.

In March 10C delegates
were hailed as “gods”™ when
they visited China's capital and
Samaranch himself is regularly
lauded as a world statesman by
China’'s official press.

Communist Beijing sees the
Games as a chance to cast off
the shadow of its 1988 Tiana-
nmen Square political crack-
down and build a more open
image. It has pulled out all the
stops in its propaganda cam-

paign to win the rights.

Baishakhi h'ball

Sports Reporter
Victoria Sporting Club
crushed Mansur Sporting Club
22-4 in the opening match of
the Baishakhi handball cham-
pionship at the Dutrr Stadium

+ handball court yes

The winners Itd first

half 12-3.

Abul Hossain netted eight
times for the winners followed
by Badshah and Liton who
scored five and four goah re-

periiw ly.

Action from the inaugural match nl' lh!' Bmihakm handbal] tournament between Victoria

Sporting Club and Mansoor Sporting Club at the handball

beat Mansoor Sporting 22-4.

court yesterday. Victoria Sporting

— SBtar photo



