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Russian Parliament to
challenge Yeltsin's move

MOSCOW, May 14: The
Russian Parliament decided
today to ask the constitutional
court to rule on the legality of
President Boris Yeltsin's al-
tempt to bypass the legislature
in bringing in a new constitu-
tion, reports Reuter.

Itar-Tass news agency said a
full session of Parliament en-
dorsed a similar decision by
the council of the republic,
one of its two chambers, which
was taken on Thu :

Yeltsin {ssued a decree on
Wednesday summoning a spe-
cial assembly on June 5 to
dralt a new constitution based
on his demands for sweeping
Presidential

He invited each of the
Russian Federation's 88 rec-

gions to send two delcgates
Individual deputies would also
be represented, but Parlia-
ment, which has blocked his
every attempt to introduce a
new constitution, would not.

Yeltsin has said that such an
assembly should be empow-
ered to formally adopt the
document.

According to the existing
Soviet-era constitution only
the Parliament's parent body,
the Congress of people's
deputies, has the power lo

a new constitution.

The constitutional court is

chosen by Congress and fits

Chairman, Valery Zorkin, has
on several occasions sided
@with Parliament in the
struggle with Yeltsin
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CIS leaders meet in Moscow:
Leaders of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)
meet in Moscow Friday to consider a closer form of

cconomic coexistence, al

the lines of a plan proposed by

Russian President Bnril Yeltsin in March, reports Reuter

from Moscow.
_ But CIS officials sugges
for the summit, unex
was to give Yeltsin pu

ted that the most
edly moved forward by two weeks,
lic backing from his neighbours before

pressing reason

a new round of his internal political battle.

Yeltsin, boosted by an

April referendum which gave a vote

.of confidence in his Presidency and radical economic re-
forms, has since moved to limit the powers of Russja's con-
servative Parliament and pul:ltlchnn hostile to his policies.

Fire breaks out in Myanmar A
major fire has swept through the main downtown area of the

central

town of Myingy

an, state-run radio Yangoon

reported Thursday, says AFP from Bangkok.
The radio did not mention casualties, but said the blaze

lasted for several hours and

more than 2,000 build-

ings including private house, schools and a movie theatre.
The fire started late Wednesday in a private house in

Myingyan town, about 500 kilometers (310 miles) north of

Yangon capital, it said in a report monitored here.

4 army chiefs res 511 in Surinam

Surinam's four top
pressure and r:nigntd

agency ANP reported, says

chi
ursday, the Hctlmrhnda prcn
AFP from the Hague

Commanders Ivan Graanogst, Badresein SItni. Chas Mijnals
and Etienne Boerenveen announced their decision at a

citing unnamed sources.

down between Lhe mil
civilan government in t

America.

Surinam’'s national assembly demanded t.ht four rest
Wednesday. Earlier in the week, the assemb

mecting of offlicers and non-commissioned officers, ANP said,

The collective resignations apparently ended a tense show-
and President Ronald Venetiaan's
former Dutch colony in South

mﬁ;

Gorre as Commander in Chief of the a
protests [rom some elements of thé military.

Euw ngomata frm

di plum-tl I-tc

fmnthrmmhlndﬂtnﬂunlnl

border township, l:ll'l'll:I:ly said, reports AFP from Quetta.
The diplomats were handed over to Pakistani authorities at
Clmmoft}rhkhhn side of the border, they said.

Jack Dodds of Britain, Stephen Elhert of

and Gert

PMening of the Netherlands were kidnapped April 23 after en-
tering Afghanistan for an unexplained trip.
Their Pakistani companion, Sardar Saadat Al Hazara, was

alsu freed

southern China's Hunan

floods which

13 dle in Beijiﬂ floods: seavy rains in

triggered
killed 13 people, the Guangm ing dally said yesterday, reports

Reuter from Beifing
The flooding in early May

caused 1,000 houses to collapse

and ruined 22,444 hectares (556,450 acres) of cropland, it

said.

Every spring and summer, floods in China's southern and
mumpruﬂrmwhmtmmdhldmmm#

life and property.

Clinton planning to
send troops to Bosnia

WASIHINGTON, May 14
Despite decp rescrvidions.
Presideni Clinton says bhr is
now considering sendinl U'S
troops to join international
forces protecting civilan en:
claves in Bosnia, reporis AP.

In an extensive intervicw
published Friday in The
Washingion Post, the presi-
dent said European opposition
to his mililary strat-
egy has also forced him o re-
consider other options the
White House had discarded,
including the use of air strikes
alone against Bosnian Serb po-
sitions.

1 think to whatever extent
we can achieve a con-
sensus we should,” Clinton told
the Post. “We have a lot of
other fssucs at stake with the
Furopcans .... and Lthe way wo
handic this and the way i ros:
onaics will affect all that.”

Clinion said Seccrciary ol

Stale Warren Christopher's re-
cent efforts to sell the US plan
toe European leaders had re-
sulted only in an agreement Lo
consider arming the Bosnian
Muslim forces and make lim-
ited air strikes on the Serbs —
if other “less extreme” oplions
fail.

On the fighting in the for
mer Yugoslavia, Clinton ex-

reservations about a

French request that the
Uniied States send ground
troops as part of a UN force
that would protect six civilian
enclaves in Bosnia

“T'm not there yet," Clinton

rl in the interview, because
believes the plan would not

lead to an overall political sdi-
tlement. But he added, "The
idea of stopping ethnic cleans -
ing and stopping the violence
is. 1o me, the most compelling
argument for the safe havens "

the Post reported.

s I nternational

Rao heads for showdown

with party dissidents

NEW DELHI, May 14: Indian
Prime Minister PV Narasimha
Rao headed for a showdown
with dissidents in his ruling
Congress (I) today over his
party's refusal to impeach a
juﬁ: in an historic trial by
parilament, reports AFP.

Today's expected confronta-
tion would be the second since
March when the dissidents
demanded the removal of Rao
from the party presidency, a
rebellion the premier quickly
crushed with the help of close
aides.

Party officials said that Rao
would address conference of
the Congress Parliamentary
Party today. the final day of a

three-month budget session to
review his party's perl'ormance
in the federal ture.

But party MPs, smartin
from criticism for not being al-
lowed to vote in favour o
opposition-led impeachment

motion against a Suprcme
Court judge. said the issue
would overshadow the party -
stock-taking.

Three leading dissidents, in
a defiant mood since they were
suspended from the Congress
(I) in' March, said they planned
to take the party to task for ab-
staining on Tuesday's vote o
impeach Supreme - Courl
Justice V Ramaswami.

"It is quite obvious that in-
decisiveness and vacillation led
to a situation where our MPs,
due to no fault of their own,
fell between two stools and the
party got the worst of all
worlds,” the dissidents said in
a statement.

The dissidents — Kanwar
Natwar Singh Sheila Dixit and
KN Singh, all former Congress
ministers — said they were

for a showdown with the
party leadership for its

"dubious role” on the im-
peachment motion.

"The Congress (I) stand on
the impeachment motion was
a political blunder.”

they

added, referring to the outcry
that followed the mass absten-

tion by ruling party MPs.

A total of 196 opposition,
legislators voted in favour ol
impeachment. but 205 MPs,
mostly from the Congress (I).
abstained following a last-
minute decisfon by the party to
bail out the judge who was ac-
cused of corruption.

Newspapers said Rao, who
had initially asked Congress (I}
MPs to folloWv their conscience
in the vote, changed his stand
under pressure from party col-
leagues who were reluctant to
back an opposition-sponsored
motion.

The Berily Star 5

EC threatens to take
stern action
against Croatia

COPENHAGEN, May 14:
The European Community
Thursday threatened to take
"drastic action” t Croatia
if it does not act to halt
Croatian assaults against Mus-
lims in Bosnia Herzegovina,
reports AFP.

Danish Foreign Minister
Niels Helveg Petersen, whose
country currently holds the EC
presidency, warned in a letter
to Croatian President Fran
Tudjman that the world wou
otherwise take action similar
to that against Serbia.

The 12 EC countries called
for an "immediate halt to acts
of aggression and brutality by

Bosnian Croats against the
Muslim populations in central
and eastern Bosnia-Herzego-
vina,” the letter said.

"The international commu-
nity plans to take drastic mea-
sures against Croatia, as it did
in the case of Serbia, if the at-
tacks and violations by the
Croats do not stop,” said the
letter, made public by the
Danish Foreign Minister.

The call came alter several
days of fierce fighting in Bosnia
between Bosnian Muslims and

Croats, particularly centred on
the city of Mostar. |

Moscow urges
Azerbaijan to
free soldiers

MOSCOW, May 14: Moscow
asked Azerbaijan on Thursday
to hand over five Russian sol-
diers, sentenced to death this
week for illegally fighting
alongside its Armanian foes
Itar-Tass news agency said,
reporis Reuter.

The five Russian BI'II'I}" pri-
vates, who had been based in
Armenia, were convicted of
taking part in raids on Azeri
territory last June in which
about 30 soldiers were killed
and three Azeri tanks and ar-
moured vehicles were de-

stroyed.

A sixth man was given 15
years in jail.

nta of Andre thhine'l ﬁlm "I;Ia Saison Pféfem"w{y favourite season) Catherine
Deneuve (C), her daughter Chiara Matroianni (L) and Daniel Autieu (R) pose for the photog-

raphers at the film's presentation at the 46th Cannes Film Festival.

—AFP/UNB photo

Russia rejects CIS proposal to put
Soviet N-arms under joint control

MOSCOW, May
on Thursday rl:jﬂ:tcd propos-
als by fellow members of the
Commonwealth of Indepen-
dent States (CIS) to put former
Soviet nuclear forces under
joint command and set up
joint armed forces, reports
Reuter.

Itar-Tass news agency said
the Russian delegation at a
meeting of Defence Ministers

(“mmth sig-

inllltd it should
full control over the nuclear
arsenal of the former super-

power.

*Nuclear arms should be-
long to a particular state.” Tass
quoted Russian Deputy Dele-
nce Minister Boris Gromov as

saying,

: Russia

"Russia is internationally
recognised as the successor of
the Soviet Union in this
sphere and it has sole Tights.”

He said Russia refused to
endorse the draft agreement,
supported by the remaining

five countries— stan,
Uzbekistan, Armenia,
Kyrgyzstan and

It stipulated that nuclear
arms should be: kept under

Most Soviet nuclear war-
heads are on Russian sofl.
Others are in Ukraine, Belarus
and Kazakhstan.

LLast year, these threc
signed a protocol committing
themselves to get rid of all nu-
clear arms. ey acknowl-
edged Russia as the sole nu-
clear successor to the Soviet

l..al::r Belarus to put
its missiles under Moscow's
control, while Kazakhstan
favours keeping the nuclear
arms remaining under joint
commonwealth command.

Ukraine wants more control
over the nuclear missiles on its
territory as long as they are
deployed there. It seeks com-

: |
e s oo
away.

Russia remained alone in
rejecting a dralt agreement,
proposed by other five collec-
tive security treaty member
states, which provided for the
creation of joint CIS armed
forces.

Earlier Russia has signalled
it would favour maintaining

some sort of integrated NATO-
style military structure,

Gromov said Russia opposes
the creation of full-scale armed
forces in peacetime, mainly for
financial reasons.

"Russia favours the creation
of joint armed forces, but only
in wartime,” Gromov said. "But
it cannot afford to run such
forces in peacetime.”

Tass said bath dralt docu-
ments, due to have been dis-
cussed at a summit of the 10-

member commonwealth on
Friday, had been withdrawn

from its agenda.

The agency said common-
wealth military commander

* Yevgeny Shaposhnikov was ex-

pected to report on the differ-
ences to the heads of states.

Peres to visit
India, China

JERUSALEM, May 14: lsra-
eli Fo Minister Shimon
Peres leaves Sunday on a visit
to India and China, both of
which established diplomatic
relations with the Jewish state
in January 1992, AP,

It will be the first official
visit by an lsracll foreign min-

i“‘L'"Igem Ir#?ﬁdtﬂliur David

Levy, was in Befjing 16 months
ago to sign the protocol estab-
lishing diplomatic ties be-
tween the two nations.

India, a leader of the Non-
Aligned Movement and a
strong supporter of the

| Palestine Liberatfon Organiza-

tion, had with held tion
of Israel since its founding in
1948, (Insisting that Israel
resolve its conflict with the

%- agreed to diplomatic
relations to join in multilateral
talks tied to the US-backed
Middle East peace ;

In a news mnmm-
lier this week, Peres said he
hoped his visit to New Delhi
would mark "a new chapter in
relations between India and

ration agree-
ure and tourism

and would offer Israel's help in

agricultural
"Here, no matter that India

WASHINGTON, May 14: The
United States is to dis-
cuss with North Korea its
withdrawal’ from the nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty, bul
no date has been set, said
State Department spokesman
Richard Boucher Thursday,
reports AFP,

"We are willing to meet
with North Korea to help re-
-nht the r:mml situation, but

no meeting has been sched-
uled, said Houl:hr.r during a
conference.

Our goal remains to work in

| concert with the international

community, said Boucher, not-
ing that the UN Security
Council adopted a resolution
on Tuesday calling on North
Korea to rescind ils decision
to pull out of the treaty,

"Thc passage of the resolu-

Accord to help repatriate
Afghan refugees

NICOSIA, May 14. Iran,
Alghanistan and the UN High
Commissioner for Relugees
have agreed to help 700,000
re who fled to lran dur-
ing the Afghan civil war retum
home by the end of the year,
reports Reuter

The olficial Iranfan nows
agency (IRNA) said delega
tions from the two countries
met a UNHCR team in Tehran
on Thursday and agreed to set
up bases in Alghanistan to help
ecase the return.

IRNA quoted the leader of
the Iranian delegation Ahmad
Husseini as saying 518,000 of
an estimated three million

ns who fled to Iran had
already headed home voluntar-

He said the UNHCR had
gven material aid to 55,000 of
them.

In February the Governor ol
lran's Khorasan province or-
dered police to round up and
deport 300,000 unregistéred

Afghan ref s from the

province, ich borders
tan.

IRNA also quoted a UNHCR

official as saying only 116 mil-
llon dollar had been allocated
to the repatriation of Afghan
refugees, which he described
as "insufficient”.

US to talk with DPRK on
withdrawal from NPT

tion conforms the interna-
tional community's great con-
cern about these matters and
its dedication to making every
effort to convince North Korea
to reaffirm its commitment to
the non-proliferation treaty
and to live up to its non-prolif-
eration obligations, said
Boucher.

North Korea, which is to
leave the treaty on June 12,
rejected the UN resolution and
called it a farce.

But Assistant Secretary for
Military and Political Affairs
Robert Gallucel said on
Wednesday he had received
indications that North Korea
wanted to resolve the dispute.

Five killed as
wall collapses

n Manila
MANILA, Ma : A huge
wall remaining a burmed

building nolhpnd Friday on a
row of shanties in downtown

Manila, killing five people and
wounding at lcast 28 others,
reports AP,

At least seven of the injured
were in critical condition,
hospital authorities said.

Indian SC judge quits

NEW DELHI, May 14: A
supreme court judge accused

| of buying carpets with public
' money quit Friday three days

after a failed impeachment
move increased the clamour
for his resignation, reports
AFP. |

*The defeat of the im-
t motion . . . has vin-
dicated my ntand said
Vecraswami Ramaswami, ac-

cused by lawmakers of embez-

' zlement, corruption and
breach of service rules.
India's Parliament on

Tuesday defeated the motion
after the governing Congress
Party bailed out Ramaswami,
whom it had appointed to the
country’s highest court four
years ago.

But many opposition politi-

cians said Ramaswami must
resign because no omne sup-
ported him.

Ramaswami said the defeat
of the impeachment motion
will safeguard “feariess and. in-
dependent judges from scur-
rilous attacks and  calumny
from motivated persons.”

The impeachment move
pitted the Congress Party

against the opposition, which
almost unitedly backed the
motion signed by 108 mem-
bers of the Lok Sabha, the
lower house of Parliament.

Even Congress members
have bitterly criticized Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rac
for asking his party’s lewmak-
ers to stay away from veting
and thereby defeat the meotion.

Off the Record

He is the first to climb
Everest without oxygen

LONDON: Briton Harry Taylor, the first mountaineer to
reach the summit of Mount Everest from the Nepalese side

without oxygen

. said on Thursday he was so exhausted that

all he wanted was to go home, reports Reuter.
"Quite honestly | was so dog'tired and all | did was sit

down and take a picture and I just wanted to go

home,” he

said in his first interview as he waited to be airlifted for Camp
Two on the 29,023 foot (8,848 metre] peak.
Taylor, 33, said in the radio interview recorded in London

that climbing without oxyge

n had been like having a plastic

bag on his head. "You also feel very, very old,” he added.

. Pangs of separation .
so unbearable?

RYDE, England: A

n's wife, frritated at his frequent

absences abroad, cooked and served him his long-time asso-
clate and stage prop—his rabbit, reports Reuter
Chris Cox said Friday that his 29-year-old wife and former

assistant Christine had killed Roge

r the rabbit and served him

for dinner at their home in Ryde, southern England.

The Times newspape

r reported that Mrs Cox said she

killed the rabbit accidentally when she kicked over a pile of

the husband's stage props

in a fit of 1
An accomplished cook, she skin

at his absence.
and cooked the rabbit

in a marinade of prunes, stewed tea, bacon dripping and red

Matchmaking tours

TOKYO: Bachelors in rural Japan having trouble finding a
partner may soon get a chance to choose a Russian bride, re-

winc.

ports Reuter.

Japan Tour Systems [JTS] in Amori, northern Japan,

hopes to organise matchmaking

tours for local farmers and

businessmen to Sakhalin Island and the Khabarovsk Region in

the Russian Far East.
"Finding

a bride has become a big problem in our region

and the Russian Far East {s very near, JT'S spokesman Hiromi

Sato said on Friday.

"We believe Lh-.t Russian, women living in the Far East
would adapt easily to the climate and conditions here, which

are simflar to those they already know, Sato said.

In recent years, as Ja

rural women have Increasingly

moved into the cities in search of work, many farmers have
taken Thai Chinese, Filipino and other Asian brides.

Pretty women causing
a stir in Mexico
MEXICO CITY: Beauty pageants arc hardly alien to Mexico.
where virtually every pucblo crowns a beauty queen sometime

during the year. But this

year, the Miss Universe pageant.

with all its glitter, has come to Mexico City, and the show has
become a crowd-stopper, rcporla AP.

Everywhere the women

go, they leave capital resident

talking. Many praise the contest, but others fear it promotes

WOIMEN as scX

among Mexico's legenda

ry machos.

Pastel pink and green bu:u have been darting around

Mexico City for
contestants to a p
The Miss Universe
them all, a tion

and were spotted
shoot at a hwoury hotel.

t is the

A Crowm, sc

in Thursday bearing

t beauty contest of
larship and prizes

that has attracted more than 85 nationa. beauty queens. The
finals will be broadcast May 21 to hundreds of milllons ol

vicwers worldwide.

The contest is about bathing

suit competitions, talent

competitions and fashion competitions featuring national

costumes and evening gowns.
And it's something Mexicans can very well relate to

ME peace talks end without reaching agreement

WASHINGTON, May 14:
Arabs and lsraclis ended the

tion of principles. We could
not reach an agreement.”
Shafl sald that the

said, "an agreement would al-
ways be possible.”

The Americans called on
Israclis and Palestinians to at
least make a joint declaration
of principles re break
up. Those principles cou
serve as the basis for discus-
sion at the next round of talks
scheduled for June. The first
mnd was held a year and a

agn

'll’ﬂ.‘“ delegation chief
Elyakim Rubinstein sounded

more upbeat than Shafl,

that the Palestinians were s
talking separately with State
Department officials and that i
was too early to say that noth-
ing would come of the US ini-
tHative

"We wopuld have liked to
have achieved more, but we
should not be pcssimistic,”
Rubinstein said, "That's the
message we send to the lsraeli
people and those living in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip.”

in Keeping with their role
as "a full partner” in the nego-
tiations, the Americans sub-
mitted first to the lsracls and
then to the Palestinians a new
dotument that Washington
billed as a fMnal attempt to
bring the sides closer to-
gether

The document was pre-
sented by two senior Stale

ment officials, Danijel
Kurzer and Afron Miller. It was

preceded by a message from

are still in

more talks,” he added.

Secretary of State Warren

Christopher to Isracli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin through
the US Ambassador in Tel Aviv
Willlam Brown.

Rubinstein Earlier declined
to disclose the contents of the
US proposal, saying only that it
"deals with serious issues thal
require reflection.”

The lsraclis spent the night
studying the US proposal and
reporting to Israeli leaders in

Jerusalem.

Shafi said that the
Palestinians would draw the
necessary conclusion from the

just -concluded talks and from

the preceding sessions. "We

vour of having

deadlock
g |
hﬂ in sout

security buffer.

The Palestinians did not
attend the meeting Wed
evening at the State Depa-
rtment between the Americans
lnl:l the Ilr-e

Syrian ation chiefl
Mouaflaq Allnl said there
had been no in his

talks with the Israelis.
"The discussions were seri-
ous, but we don't come to have

. serious discussions. W

to have positive ruuftli Et
said.

The third sector of the
peace talks, between lsracl
and the Lebanon, alse led 1o
little progress, remajning
over the lsracli
ol a band of
Lebanon as a

BJP man demands
new wage board

for journalists

NEW DELHI, May 14: The
BJP member, JP Mathur, today
demanded in the Rajya Sabha
that a new wage board should
be constituted immediately by
the government for journalists
and non-journalists, reports
PTI.

Raising the matter during
gero hour, the member said
the new wage board had be-
come necessary because the
earnings of the nrwlpn.;:cu
had u two 1O hree
urma‘:n:m Embl:’;u “hawal Wage
Hoard was sel up. butl lh:
wages of the journalists an
non- Purﬂhl[iohid remained

| stagnant.




