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For a Constructive
L]
Dialogue

-hour SKOP strike, which never was for
" _ is now over. Anywhere else
for th}rut_&t days and nights u?f
work sto e would qualify anybody or any or-
misnuugplig a uneawagr ticket to a mental asylum.

ut here, and perhaps only here, such calls
constitute serious action programmes of trade
union bodies and their conglomerates. Whatever
historical reasons there be, call for 72-hour
work stnppng is madness at best and, at worse, a
conspiracy destroy whatever meagre produc-
tive capacity there is in our country. Now that
democracy restored, a representative govern-
ment is at the helm of affairs, and a sovereign
rlament is in place, no group, however power-

| and organ _ can be allowed to cause such a
damage to the national economy as a 72-hour
strike would necessarily inflict.

Though the strike is over, the serious issues
behind the controversy with SKOP remain to be
addressed. These refer to a sectoral minimum
wage as against a national one, I e between
productivity and wage, the issue of disinvesting
the loss-incurring public enterprises, etc. The
Employers’ Association has over and over again

roduced lengthy research based findings as to
Enw such steps, as being demanded by the SKOP,
would seriously damage the prospect of our eco-
nomic development.

It s natural that workers and employers would
see things from different perspectives. But when
it comes to national interest, to maintain our
competitive edge in the international market,
and to increasing our productive caracity so that
employment, wage and profit can all increase, we
expect our emp ?{:m and workers to see the
bigger picture and come to some sort of under-
standing.

With the miserable failure of the SKOP's 72-
hour strike programme, three things have be-
come very clear, First, and most importantly, that
people are tired of strikes and hartals, and that
they have rejected it as a part of political and
trade unton activities. This is crystal clear, and
this message must be understood by all trade
unions and political parties.

Secondly, whatever ement the government
had signed with SKOP, there is just not enough
resources to implement it. Hence those agree-
ments will have te be reconsidered. and a more
realistic agreement will have to be worked out.
Here a point needs to be mentioned about the
way the government and the concermed min-
istries handled the SKOP issue from the start.
Legitimate questions can be raised as to why the
government signed an agreement that it knew it
could not. and for the sake of the country should
not, honour, Then again, why did it negotiate an-
other understanding with SKOP about le-
menting the first agreement. In the third stage,
there were assurances by the govt that the
agreement would be honoured. In Iact it was the
Employers Association, and the various Chamber
bodies who came out in the open, boldly and
consistently, and presented the real picture,
about the economit cohiséquences bf the agree-
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ment. This journal has repeatedly ulﬁ?d the goy-

ernment to go public with facts and figures as to
why the SKOP demands _l%n against national inter-
est. So far to no avail. The government seems to
prefer behind-the-scene negotiations instead of

going public. |
The third, and final point is that steps must be
ue between

taken to reopen a more serious dialog
the workers and employers to negotiate for a

ragmatic and affordable ment. The labour
Pnrce, through their trade unions, must be
brought into confidence, given the total macro
and micro economic picture, and persuaded to
see things from a national, and not a sectarian,
point of view. Employers also must come forward,
in all sincerity and earnestness, to offer-the best
possible deal to the workers. It is in this
partnership —critical in our wview — that the fu-
ture of our .economic development lies.

L
Washington and Human
L]
Rights

The proposal made by the Clinton administra-
tion at a conference in Geneva last week that the
United Nations should appoint a high-profile high
commissioner for human rights as well as a spe-
cial envoy lo investigate abuses against women
deserves far more careful examination than
Washington seems to have given it so far. It is re-
ported that the proposal would come up before:
the UN-sponsored World Conference on Human
Rights scheduled for June in Vienna, when, it is
said, a number of developing countries, especially
China, Iran and Pakistan, might oppose the US
proposal.

The Washington move has a number of merits.
The abuses of human [reedom as well a8 a gross
denial of rights of women are rampant in many
countiries in Asia, Alrica, Latin America and now
in parts ol Eastern Europe. Pressure from inter-
national quarters, such as the Amnesty
International. certainly helps. However, in the
ultimate analysis, it is the change in the interna-
tional political system paving the establishment of
the rule of law and the setting up of an indepen-
dent judiciary that proves decisive. Again, an ar-
rogant country can defy international pressure, as
Israel has done on the question of the
people in the occupied territory, and Washington;
with all its hold over Tel Aviv has been able to do
precious little to bring about a change in the
Israel's position. At this moment, we welcome
Clinton’'s move to save Muslims in Bosnia. But it
took Washington quite a long time to end its
rhetoric and get down to action.

We believe, Washington remains in a strong
position to use secret diplomacy with a number of
countries which are guilty of violating human
rights, without going public, and, wherever pos-
sible, use economic assistance as a source of
pressure. The danger of involving the United
Nations in this exercise lies in adding to the bu-
reaucracy of the world body., at a considerable
cost, and then seldom achieving any result for
lack of consensus among member nations, repre-
serted by their governments. It is certainly time
for Washington to give the proposal more

thought.

rights of |

most. The Swedish charity,
being fragile as the biscuit, has
re on the soft option of no
lasting benefit.

Banker needs the collateral
to advance loan since he can-
not risk others' money without
the backup assets so that he
can .eventu liquidate the
loan, if nced be, and meet the
labilities to the depositors. It
is after all Rahim's money ad-
vanced to Karim.

When it is the case of asset-
less poor, th~ eminent banker
is stuck with billion. [ deposi-
tors' dollars, frozen in the
vault. He can finance one sin-
gle half a billion dollar petro-
chemical complex but not half

a thousand dollars for purchase
street-side

create additional wealth after

could expand
become a small enterprise op-

This is the well-tested
framework that Grameen Bank
has further refined and making
good use of for the rapidly ex-
panding credit programme.
This is a tremendous achieve-
ment. Government, not only ol
Ba h but in very many
other countries, had in the
past distributed hundreds of
millions of dollars worth of
such rural credit. Ultimatcly
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AFTERMATH OF GULF WAR

' 8

ADIOACTIVE bullets
made from -American
nuclear waste and used
by coalition forces during the

Gulf War may be the cause of
mysterious new {ll that
are showing up Iin Iraqi

children, including an increase
in childhood cancers. This
sus linkage, as well as
the likelthood of serfous en-
vironmental contamination of
soil and water, has alarmed in-
ternational medical experts
who recently returned from

Irag.

For months now, Iraqi and
international medical n-
nel have been pe by the

appearance in Iraqi children of
a number of mysterious and
inexplicable post-war illnesses.
Almost invariably fatal, this
post-war p also includes a
rise in childhood cancers,
leukemia being the most
common among

United Nations personnel
and humanitarian aid workers
have observed that many lragi
children play with empty am-
munition shells, abandoned
weapons and even destroyed
tanks. This close physical con-
tact between Iraqi children
and Gulf War weaponry was
therefore considered when
medical e s be their
search hrrtﬁ:nmt‘l:nuum
of these mysterious post-war
afflictions.

Their investigations turned
up radioactive bullets that can
still be found by the thousands
strewn all over lraq. Known as
depleted uranium (DU) pene-
trators, the bullets were r.'i’:nl-
oped -in the United States in
the late 1970s. Cigar-shaped

and as much as three
or four , these DU
penetrators are anti-tank, ar-
mour-piercing that
were from coali-
tion : and attack
planes during the six-week
war against

The core ol the bullet is
made from radioactive nuclear
waste, the uranium en-

richment process required to
make atomic bombs and nu-
clear fuel rods, depleted ura-

nium is produced as a useless,
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. destitute

Sir, It has become a com-
mon phenomenon that every
year, on the occasions of Shab-
e-Barat, Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-
Azha, thousands of destitute
men, women and children
from rural areas and distant
vlllm..mwd the cazg.ni city
of They move from door
to door begging alms, collect-
ing 'halwa-rotf, fitra, zakat or
sacrificial meat. They pass
their nights under the open
sky on roads and streets or
squeeze themselves in railway
stations, river terminal build-
ing, stadium and shop veran-
dahs. Their sorrows and suffer-
ings know no bound. We always
remain as silent spectators,

‘observe and feel for the pi-

tiable condition of the desti-
tute but unfortunately we, our
government, the Zakal Board,
any NGO, any business magnate
or philanthropist seldom take
any notable step to mitigate
their su -

It is bitter but a hard reality
that the destitute would con-
tinue to flock into the capital
city of Dhaka and other cities
and towns for years to come
due to various socio-economic
and political reasons. We all
ought to, and we are all

morally bound to, help the

.poor and the needy people

most of these credits tend to
become welfare grants. Apart
from tremendous pressure
from political Intergsts and
vested , faflures of such
credit schemés are due to lack
of the desired management

. systems and procedures which

are effective in terms of dis
bursement of loans as well as
realisation of arrears.

The single most important
achievement af Dr Yunus has
been the effective management
of an ever increasing number
of loances running into mil

Neither the Banker nor Charity

goods and services which have
markets and immediate in-
come gains are realised so thai
repayments on time are pos-
sible. In the recession-ridden
world of today, even the hall a
billion bankable (fortunate)
human beings are toiling with-
out success to make the pay-
ments to the banks. In a
shrinking market, foreclosure
and bankruptcy are the order
of the day. Instead, a milllon
loanees of hundred dollars
cach would still hold on to the
inelastic market share stnce

—— _ T

WINDOW ON

ASIA

L

lons, disbursing hundreds of
milllons of Taka worth of
credit as well as ensuring the
outstanding performance of
almost 100 per centl repay-
ment on a sustainable basis.
(Picase note that the natural
disasters like floods or cy
clones did not take the bank
into the reds). Such achieve:
ments were possible in spite of
what an eminent international
banker would say lle shuns
away from 84 per cent of the
world's people and remains
stuck to the narrow confines of
OECD countries.

Bankability 18 ultimately a
function of management of
loans so that they are chan-
nelled intoe income creating
asscls, help produce those

*Grameen Bank still maintains

its 100 per cenl repaymemnt
record

tiowever, the problem with
a milllon loanees of 100 dollars
¢ach is extremely high cost of
management and administra-
tion. Instead, 100 loanees of
million dollars each would re-
duce such costs to a [raction.
In theory this is wvery correct
and also in fact in many coun-
tries. Bangladesh has proved to
he the conspicuous exception.
Here 99 per cent who are
poor. struggle and repay their
debts: while the fortunate one
per cent run away with their
millions, Such huge overdue
losins constitute a nightmare
not only for the Finance
Minister but the nation as a

Iraqi Children Dying o1 Radioactiv

by Eric Hoskins

whole.

Yel we are oblivious 1o the
agonizing realities of our finan-
cial sector. The situation re-
minds me of the famous poem
"Ostrich” by Sudhindra Nath
Dutta: "if eyes are blind, the
disaster wouldn't cease.” That
is what our ostrich mentality
daydreams all the while.

Alternative Strategy

As an alternative strategy.
why do not we put our faith
with the poor and the down-
trodden, not with high protein
biscuits of charfty but with
solid cash? Grameen Bank has
proved at least a million times
with a milion loaneces who
have repaid on time, that the
assctless poor are the most
bankable provided eflicient
management systems are in
due place.

Unfortunately, it is not the
cash but its management
which is at the heart of the
problem. It is because we have
only one Dr Yunus and it would
be utterly natve to expect that
one Grameen Bank can fight
the battle against poverty, sin-
gle-handed, in a country of
112 million people today, 50
per cent of whom are landiess
and therefore destitute. | have
heard peopile say that yes, Dr
Yunus is doing excellent work
but at the rate Grameen Bank
is extending its coverage, It
would take at least halfl a cen-
tury, #f not more, to complete
the programme. | think exact
the opposite: Grameen Ban

should its further -
ston lnd.ﬂ:nluhdntt itu-g. in-

\
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Radioactive bullets made from American nuclear waste, used during the Gulf War, are
believed to be the cause of mysterious and fatal diseases (including cancer) showing up
among Iraqi children.

is extremely hard, abundantly
available, and provided to
weapons manufacturers free of
charge : three characteristics
making it attractive for use in
war.
. When fired, the DU péne-
trator's uranfum core bursts
into a searing-hot flame, en-
hancing the bullet's ability to
pierce the armour plating of
tanks and other suitable mili-
tary targets. Any diesel vapours
inside the tank are ignited,
and the crew inside is burned
alive.

A confidential report by the
United Kingdom Atomic
Energy Authority (AEA) esti-
mates that at least 40 tons of
depleted uranium were dis-
persed throughout Iraq during
the course of the Gulf War,
These radicactive bullets are
now being used by many chil-
dren in Iraq as toys.

Apart from the radioactive
exposure to the children and
adults handling these shells,
public health officials in Iraq
fear that, the bullets may al-
ready have contaminated the
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with our limited resources. We
would, therefore, uest the
Zakat Board, our city fathers,
social workers and philan-
thropists to kindly consider
whether it is possible to set up
temporary camps with
tarpaulin cover, drinking water
supply and sanitary facilities
for the destitute and to supply
them with ‘'dal-bhat' or
'khichuri' for 2-3 s during
Shab-e¢-Barat, Eid-ul-Fitr and
Eid-ul-Azha on humanitarian

ground,
O H Kabir
Dhaka-1203

In praise of CMP
Commissioner

Sir, In the sea of frustra-
tions, murders, hijackings, da-
coities and other such de-
baucheries afllicting the entire
nation, a semblance of hope,
pleasure and prémise of better
days seems to be dawning in
Chittagong with the arrival of a
new Commissioner of CMP. For
ever since his arrival, he has
been seen tackling not only
the law and order situation but
also the movement of traflic is
recetving his attention. As a
result, perhaps, such choke
points as Dhaka Trunk Road,
Madarbari, Sadarghat Road,

Bullets made from American nuclear waste (left) are thou
childhood leukaemia in Iraq (nght)

i ? 2 .1-

soil and drinking water

sources. If environmental con-

tamination has indeed taken

place, Iraqi civilians will be

exposed to the dangers of de-

E::tcd uranium radioactivity
many years to come.

Certainly such fears of ra-
dioactive contamination are
not without foundation. In New
Mexicom where DU penetra-
tors are routinely fired to test
production standards, ques-
tions have been raised con-
cerning ground water poison-
ing. And communities in
Minnesota and South Dakota,
citing concerns over toxicity
and the contamination of
ground water by radioactivity,
have fiercely opposed efforts
by Honeywell, the US manufac-
turer, to locate test ranges in
those two states.

Ironically, the US govern-
ment, testifying in Congress
about the proposed use ol pub-
lic lands for testing DU pence-
trators, also expressed its con-
cern about their hazardous ef-
fects. James Parker. then as-
sociale director of the Interior

Department’'s Bureau of Land
Management, was referring to

DU penetrators when he
warncd in 1986 that, 'the pro-
posed use of the lands for
weapons testing could result in
the permanent contamination
of the land’.

The US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) has said
that tank crews firing DU pen-
etrators could expect 1o re-
ceive the equivalent of one ch-
est X-ray every 20 to 30 hours.
Mcdical experts generally
agree that any radiation expo-
sure increases one's risk of
cancer. This risk obviously be-
comes much higher once the
projectile has been fired, and
lies broken or oxidising in the
open air. Airborne uranium
particles easily cnter the body,
where they are permanently
deposited in bones and major
organs, from where they
launch their assault on the

. body's cells and their nuclei.

Children are especially vul-
nerable o uranium poisoning,
because their ccells are rapidly
dividing .as they grow.
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Port connecting roads and
highways, which over the years
were [allen into the hands ol
mafioso operatives who were
systematically guiding the tral-
fic movements by innocently
blocking the roads as if due to
break down of trucks etc. ap-
to be almost clear and
smooth. Abruptly, all such mini
garages, workshops, toll-col-
lection offices of legal or illegal
or extra legal authorities,
truckwalas associations, mas-
tans, street walkers, hijackers,
smugglers etc, as if at the wave
of a magic wand, seem lo have
disappeared into thin air,

The entire city {s wearing a
clean and healthy look with
wheels of all types of vehicles
being constantly hammered to
move on which, as {t seems,
has instilled a sense of pur-
pose, urgency, discipline,
speed and punctuality in the
general attendance in mills
and factories! Having done
away with the roadside ven-
dors, hawkers, dwellers who
used to take up the pavements,
this has sped up the gait of the
pedestrians even, as there is
little scope to loiter and bec-
come obstacle.

It 1s, however, being learnt
that big toes. that have been
stamped have failed in their at-
tempt to retaliate with their

wealth ‘and power. Hence,
senliments are being ex-
ploited. A campaign of whis-
pering and for signatures is be-
ing launched in the name of
petty vendors, hawkers and
pavement dwellers as if there
is no law or that the poor have
suddenly become un-touch-
ables. We do hope, all right
thinking persons, relevant au-
thorities will personally look
into this sacred progress in
Chittagong which can stem the
tide of trade, commerce and
industries puling out of
Chittagong. Should this dedi-
cated and upright-man ol ster-
ling character, as it is believed,
continue for one year,
Chtttagﬂn% will again wear the
mantle of development with
mills and f[actories going on
stream at regular intervals.

We frequently hear morbid
avalanches of rhetorics when
any person ol connection dies,
but such attributes will be
quarantined /boycotted in case
of a breathing, serving and liv-
ing soul for obvious reasons.
Nevertheless, friends, relatives
and colleagues join me once
again conveying our thanks and
gratitudes to him. Bravo! Titan,
do keep up this good show,

Salahuddin Jamal and others
Firozshah, Chittagong

~was immediately

Absorbed uranium is known to
cross the placenta and enicr
the bloodstream of the devel-
oping foctus. The AEA's confi-
dential report, calling the
presence ol depleted urantum
in Ilraq and Kuwait a
‘significant problem’, indicates
that there is potentially
enough uranium in those two

countiriecs to cause ‘tens of
thousands of deaths’.

Meanwhile, Pentagon

spokespersons insist that de-'

pleted urantum is ‘very, very
mildly radioactive’, and that

' the bullets are not radioactive

enough to be classificd as a
‘radiological wcaﬁon Lo
Scveral months ago, when

the medical director of the'

prestigious Albert Schweitzer
Institute arrived in Berlin car-
rying with him one of these
‘mildly’ radioactive DU pene-

trators retrieved from Iraq, he
arrested by
the German authorities and
charged with {llegally
'releasing fonising radiation’.
The DU penetrator he was

- carrying, its radipactivity con-

firmed by two independent
German laboratories, was
quickly sealed in a lead-lined
box. '

There are no such lead-

tensify its programme through
larger amounts of credit for
creating small enterprises

manufacturing goods and ser-
in the in-

tant is to adopt the Grameen

Bank practices,
fully in letter and spirit. And,
herein lies the problem:

chances are that spurious in-
stitutions would crop up who
are more Christian’ than the
Pope. -That means the decline
and ultimately the ruin. Such

e Bullets?

lined boxes in Iraqg. According
to foreign doctors : Traqgl chil-
dren are playing with these
bullets as toys, unaware ol
their dangerous eflects.” Iu
one case observed by a foreign

“doctor, a child in the ragl clly

of Basr\ was seecn with
scvert  deplete uranfum
penctrator shells, having made
hand-puppets out of them.
Another child, who wus known
o have handled several shells
subsequently developed
leukemia.

Even {f the link between DU
penetrators and the increasing
incidence of childhood cancer
in Ilraq cannot be proven, the
potential environmental dam-
age resulting from thousands
of radioactive shells dispersed
throughout Iraq is bound to
raise concerns among both en-
vironmentalists and health
specialists. .

By shipping it overseas
‘with the boys’ in the form of
DU penetrators, the West may
have finally found the ultimate
tool for the expedient disposal
of radioactive nuclear waste.
But the idea of discarding our
nuclear on the future
battlefields of the world,is one
that ‘is unlikely to get many
'glowing’ reviews.

— Third World Network
Features/New Statesmen and
Society

Eric Hoskins, a medical
doctor, has visited post-war
Iraq 12 times, hu-
manitarian assistance and doc-
umenting the effect of the war
on Iragi children.

Smash the Telephone

Overbilling Racket

The Ministry of Communi-
cation is requested, in public
interest, to call a press
conference to clarify to the
public what steps
taken by the authorities to
smash the telephone ovet-
billing racket, which has now
been firmly entrenched in the
Telephone Department caus-
ing harrowing experience to
the subscribers. The unkindest
cut is the stand: "First pay the
claim then argue about wrong
billing." |

Last month a friend asked
me if | wanted a new digital
phone connection, as the sub-
scriber of the line was giving
up the phone due to regular
overbilling, ranging from five
to twelve thousand Taka Lﬁ:
month. Last week | learnt
a distant neighbour was deing
the same — offering his tele-
phone to others (through
proper channel).

The irony of the situatfon is
that | applied for a new con-
nection three years ago, and
am still waiting. | do not know
if | am on the waiting list, or
any waiting list is maintained
at all, as under the prevailing
malpractices, there would be
no t in maintaining a wait-

ing list, as such a list for Dhaka ¢

would run into over one lakh
new applicants. Now | am
scared of having a new resi-
dential telephone, as | cannot
afford to pay the inflated ficti-
tious bills.

To reduce the ratio be-
tween supply and demand,
BOT/BLT .schemes from the
foreign investors are likely to
be sabotaged by the militant
(and ineflicient) unions of the
workers and the stafl. If the
supply exceed the demand,
corruption eannot take roet,

Euc to competition, provided

have been

there is no monopoly.

A new fast growing private
service area has to be watched
carefully for malpractices:
hundreds of small business of-
fices are opening, even in the !
residential areas, offering Fax,
ISD and telephone services to |
the public. Their monthly
telep n'::nrm::tli line bills multu:e
h — it' is only hoped t

uge nly .
B - nts;
and the differences are not at-
tached to other innocent sub-
scribers in the area.

How technical malpractices
are being secretly monitored

the De t? How many |
black sheep have been identi-
fied or prosecuted? Such in-
formation is never divuiged to

the press. There was some
outlet the BTV Mukho-

mukhi pro for two-way
communication (without using
the telephonel).

The minister generally fight
shy of meeting the press regu-
larly. The reminders to the
Telephone Department are
neither acknowledged nor
replied to. Each letter must be
answered in the public sector.
How the Ministry (not the
T&T Board) has improved the
telephone service, technically
and humanly, since the new
government came into power?
There are a lof of other gues-
tions which the reporters
would be asking to ensure
better service from the slow
moving and ineflicient
Telephone Department.

It looks like there is a need
for a thorough overhaul of the "|
T&T Board, the monopoly op-
erators in the country, ruling
over the subscribers in an au-

tocratic way,
A Mawaz
Dhaka )
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