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Dhaka Day by Day

All the Mayor's Men

by Parveen Anam
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"Cleanliness is next to godliness.”
amongst us are not yet too old or are perhaps
just old enough to remember these famous
ines from days of old. Admittedly, it puzzied a

A few

‘all the men' to collect the garbage cvery day.
Perhaps the municipal
in charge of these things, thinks he is doing
cverybody a big favour by

authority or whoever is

collecting the garbage

A painting show by Asif Bahauddm Slkder and Carn] Sprenkle began at the Allmnce

Francaise in the city yesterday.
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good many honest young souls as to what ex-
actly they meant but somehow the lines car:
ried the gravity and sombreness not to be
questioned too minutely and the young
scrubbed themselves religiously c!ay and night
in their vain attempt to appear

Somehow. somewhere a ung the line
though, the exalted member of the adminis-
tration in charge of keeping the city of Dhaka
cican, caught on to the meaning of the lines
and decided to ltve up to both his reputation in
his privete and public existence. The public

expressiun ol course is visible, the private is
his very own business

Nowhere else js the expression of cleanli-
ness more evident, as the clever aud also the
not-so-clever have noticed, than when it
comes to cleaning the eternal garbage heaps,
piled up on the side of the roads. The ordinary
Dhakaite is proud of his city. Let there be no
mistake about it. And he will go lo any length
to forgive the soul who dares cause inconve-
nience to him in an attempt to keep the
beloved place spotless.

But, even the Dhakaite is only human. When
the individual, in charge of collecting the
garbage dumped on the roadside is so enthusi-
astic as to come at peak hours i.e. B.30 am
when life is already too hectic, the patience of
that long suffering species, the Dhakaite, runs
thin. As he is In a mad rush to drop off the
child to school, the wife to her workplace and
cart himself to that very important meeting, lo
and behold, there in the middle of the road,
quite oblivious to the traffic and the impossible
situation he is creating, sits the driver of the
vehicle collecting the weekly garbage from the
neighbourhood. It is really 100 much to expect

Sylhet Sangram  BPS programme
to hold workshops
on medicine

Parishad meets

By Staff Correspondent

Sylhet Division Implemen
tation and Greater Sylhet
Development Sangram Pari
shad in a meeting Thursday

d all the residents of
Sylhet to be united In thelr

Banglade

workshops

movement Lo realise the
demand of turning Sylhet inlo  a press release.
a Division.

The meeting presided over
by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament
Abdus Samad Azad also con
gratulated the Speaker of the

yesterday

was

sh Pharmaceutical
Society (BPS) has taken a pro-
gramme to organise series of
on the major as-

pects of quality assurance of
medicines produced here, says

The first of these work-
shops was held at a local hotel

The theme of the workshop
'Good Pharmaceutical

once every seven days. And that calls for cele-
bration. Which means the ‘collector’ can park
his vehicle wherever he pleases and ignor.s
the rest of the world.

If the hapless car-driver shouts out the
window to that piece of humanity, who is
holding up his whole day and also managing to
pollute the entire area with the most odious
stink, he will only be rewarded by a nonchalant
stare while the work continues unabated.

The garbage is not only put in the truck but
also strewn liberally all around for the crows to
pick and distribute to the entire city. Or the
stray mongrels to rummage through. Then as
the scrap of mechaniecal junk, which is the only
way that sorry looking so-called truck can be
described, departs, the roads all along its route
are su to bits and pieces of stinking debris
flying off from the uncovered top of the vehi-
cle. Woe befall any driver behind the mobile
garbage heap for he will recetve more than his
share of the city's refuse. But of course, the ex-
alted authorities are only doing their duty. The
fact thal the garbage can perhaps be collected
al night, instead of during the rush hour, is a
consideration apparently beyond the mental
faculties of the municipal authorities and or
their bosses. Their pay is ensured at the end of

the month, thanks to the poor tax payer. If the
same tax payer is inconvenienced in the
meantime by a ltle garbage truck blocking his
path at 9 am, he will just have to bear with it.
The powers that be somehow never see these
sell-righteous trucks because they do not want
to see things they do not /ike. It's only the ha-

rassed Dhakaite who -sees the trucks and their
glorious load. While ‘all the men’ only see the

pay cheque,

Book publication

ceremony

CHITTAGONG, May 14: The
publication ceremony of the
book titled "Bangaleer Jattya-
tabadi Sangram abong Mukt-
ijuddey Chattagram ([Struggle
or Bangalee Nationalism and
War of Independence in Chi-
ttagong), written by eminent
physician and freedom fighter
Dr Mahfuzur Rahman was held
at the Raflway Officers Club at
Polo ground here today, re
ports [3S5

Road mishap:

SAARC states adopt recommendations

A SAARC Regional Confe-
rence on Disability has una-
nimously adopted a set of
recommendations to improve
the quality of life of disabled

persons ‘n helping them to be

: ant, dignified and con-
tributing members of society,
reports UNB.

The three-day regional con-
ference held May 7-9 in Kath-
mandu was participated by 17
delegates from six SAARC
countries — Bangladesh, Bhu-
tan, India, Maldives, Nepal and
Pakistan.

Disablcd persons need to be
empowered by themselves to
become agents ¢F '
participate fully in the main
stream of the deviloiment ac-
tivities of the nations, ‘he
conlerence noted.

The conference also rec-

ommended that the progress
and development of girls and
women with disabilities should
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for disabled persons

be given special attention, ac-
cording to a message received
here yesterday,

Bangladesh was repre-
sented at the conference by
Abdus Sattar Dulal of Bangla-
desh Protibandhi Kallyan
Samity (BPKS), Shirin Zaman
Moni of Protibandhi Foun-
dation, Golam Mostafa of
Bangladesh Dristihin Foun-
dation and S Haque of Social
Assistance and Rehabilitation
for the Physically Vulnerable
(SARPV).

The conference suggested
that the objective of the cur-
rent SAARC Year of the
Disabled Persons sheuld be
Jnderstood in its entirety —
prevention, early detection,
medicarc, educalion, voca-
tional training and employ-
ment — to give them access to
equal opportunity.

To enable the disabled to
\ead a life of equality and full

Parltament and the Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament
for accepting the memoran:
dum of the parishad

Among others presenl #l
the meeting were Suranfit Sen
Gupta, former Minister Dewan
Farid Gazi. Opposition Whip
Azizur Rahman and National

Press Club president Hasan
Sharicr

Car stolen

A two-door Toyola Publica
car, bearing No Dhaka Gha
5718, was stolen from the
Mohammadpur Bazar in the
city at around 9 am yesterday

The owner of the car, Syed
Zobaer, is a Radio and TV news
casler says a press roloase

A case has begn liled with
Hﬂ'hiiﬂ'iﬂ"lﬂdpﬂf Policc Stalinn

Practices’ which was attended
by about 350 participants in-
cluding pharmacists, pharma-
ceutical entrepreneurs and

regulatory officials.
The Representative of
World Health Organisation

(WHO) in Bangladesh, Dr AN A
Abeyesundere was present as
the chief guest in the work-
shop; chafred by M K
Choudhury.

The papers were presented
by A H M Zaker, Production
Director, Glaxo Laboratories
Ltd, M Salim Khan, Managing
Director, Essential Drugs
Company Litd, Dr A Malek
Chowdhury, Quality Assurance
Manager, Rhone-Poulenc
Bangladesh Lid & Jawaid
Yahyva, Production Manager,
GACO Pharmaceuticals Ltd.

College teacher

In coma

by Staff Correspondent

Mrs Rokeya Begum, an
English teacher of the Lalmatia
Women's College, has been
lving in coma at the DMCH
intensive care unit since
Wednesday following a road

accident,
She was injured when a

speeding truck hit her private
car near the Suhraward!
Hospital in the city at around
4pm Wednesday

She was rushed by passers-
by to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH)] in an
unconsclious state aflter her
driver. who was unhurt, fled
the spot
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R.n water remains stagnani on the road near Hnng!ndﬂh Bank due to lack of proper

drainage system.
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Iqbal was a

messenger

of renaissance’

The philosophical guidance
and genius of Dr Allama
Muhammad Igbal, that con-
tributed greatly towards the
rise of the Muslims in the sub-
continent was recalled with
respect at a seminar here yes-
terday, reports BSS,

Speakers at the seminar on
lqbal-unity and solidarity in
his philosophy” said Allama
Igbal ds a poet, philosopher
nm:l thinker was a messenger
of renaissance. He was the
greatest of the luminaries who
set in motion the revolutionary
spirit of the 20th century and
stirred the Muslims from their
deep slumber.

Allama Igbal Society of
Bangladesh organised the
seminar at the National Press
Chab audftorfum with its presi-
dent Principal Dewan Muham-
mad Azral in the chair.
Journalist Syed Tosharafl Ali
prescnted the key-note paper.
Justice Abdul Wadood Chou-
dhury, Pakistani High Commi-
ssipner in Dhaka Anwar Kemal,
Editor of Bangladesh Times
Mahboob Anam, Deputy Gover:
nor of Bangladesh Bank Shah
Abdul Hannan, Dr Mujibur
Rahman of Rajshahi University
and Advocate Mujfbur Rahman
atiended the function as
special guests.

Dewan Azraf in his presi
dential speech said the inter
pretation of Islam as propa-
gated by Allama Igbal could
greatly help emancipate dis-
tressed mankind and develop
the sense of humanity

Appreciating the role of
Bangladesh in the Muslim
world, Dewan Muhammad

Azral said it was playing a vital

role in safeguarding the inter-
est of the Muslim ummah.

Syed Tosharaf Al in his
key-note paper said unity and
solidarity among Muslims oc-
cupied a larger of Igbal's
philosophy as he was per-
plexed to see the dilapidated
situation of the Muslim world
early this century.

He said Igbal had looked
into the matter from the
philosophical point of view as
well as a political outlook be-
cause there must be a ¢
in the lot of the frustrated
Muslims of the world.

Justice Abdul Wadood
Choudhury said Allama Iqgbal
had traversed a completely

new way leaving the itional
path in his bid to acquire
knowledge for the greater
benefit of the world people.
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Rain, gusty
By Staff Correspondent

Weather forecast for the next 24 hours commencing 8 am

today [Saturday] says rain
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or shower accompanjed by

temporary gusty or squally wind is likely at many places over

Chittagong and Bartsal division
Rajshahi and Khulna divisions

s; al a few places over Dhaka,
with moderately heavy falls at

places elsewhere over the country
The Met office forecasts day temperature is ltkely to rise
by one to two degree Celsius over the country

The

Chuadanga and the minimum o

maximum temperature of the country recorded
veslerday (Friday) of 355 degree Celstus was

reported from
[ 19.5 degree from Rangpur

The sun sets today at 6.34 pm and rises tomorrow at 5.16

am. The maximum and the

minimum temperature and

humidity recorded in some of the major cities and towns of

the country yestlerday were
Cittes/ Towns

Max
Dhaka 32.6
Chittagong 33.2
Rajshahi 341
Khulna 335
[Yarinal 32 0
Cox's Bazar 33.0
Srimangal 33.0
Dinajpur 29 .6

Temperature in
Degree Celsfus

Humidity in

Percentage
Min Sam Bpm
20.56 73 a2
234 78 687
21.5 70 74
21.2 1] 59
226 85 73
245 1] 68
20.2 66 61
205 75 73

I:varttcipatmn increased col-
aboration between national

government and NGOs, and
gr:at:r ‘allocation of financial
resources are of utmost impor-
tance along with training and
other indigenous means of
support to NGOs active in the
field of disability.

The regional meeting urged
the media to play a pivotal role
in making society to realize
the abilities of the disabled to
enhance their employability
and integration in the main-
stream ol community and na-
tional life,

It recommended the mem-
ber states to consider the fs-
sues of disability as a develop-
mental concern and urged the
government to form National
Coordination Committee to
plan, organize and implement
the relevant programmes.

The conference suggested
that the NGOs working in the
ficld of disability should be in-
vited in the Ministerial
Conference on the Disabled to
be held in Pakistan.

The meeting felt that mem-
ber states of SAARC should
make a concerted effort in ob-
serving the SAARC Decade of
Disabled Persons (1994-2003)
and abide by the Asia-Pacific
Decade of the Disabled Persons
(1993-2002).

The SAARC member-gov-
ernments should provide for
exchange of scholarships for
the disabled in pursuing
higher education.

The conference decided to
establish SAARC Associalion
for the Disabled as per guide-
lines and procedures approved
by the member states.

it said that appropriate leg-

islation should be enacted to
protect, promote and safe-
guard the interest of the dis-
abled in the member states.

The meeting strongly rec-
ommended that education
{non-formal, formal, special,
integrated and adult literacy)
should be made available to the
disabled, specially in rural ar-
eas where majority of them
live,
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Demand for new division
unjustified : Huda

Information Minister Ba-
rrister Nazmul Huda said
yesterday the overall devel-
opment of the country could
be ensured with the solution of
the problems of each district,
reports BSS,

Lauding the in{tiatives of
the association Barrister Huda
said establishment of associa-
tion-based organisations would
htl;v identify various problems
and solve them easily.

p—

The minister was speaking
as chief guest at an Eid re-
unfion and celebration of
Bangla 1400 shal' organised by
Agrani Bank Greater Dhaka
District Officers Welfare
Association at the Engineers'
Institution auditorium.

State Minister for Civil
Aviation and Tourism Abdul
Mannan, Ataur Rahman Khan
MP, Begum Shamsunahar
Ahsanullah MP, Editor of The

Telegraph Reazuddin Ahmed,
Shamsul Huq and Abul Kashem
Stkder, president and general
secretary respectively of the
association spoke at the func-
tion.

The Information Minister
said there was no justification
of the demand for the creation
of new divistion. Instead bal-
anced development of the

country would have to be en-
sured, he said adding the

country would press ahead
with the solution of the overall

problems of each district.
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