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Hundreds feared killed in |
2 days of Afghan ﬁghtmg

KABUL, May 13: Filerce
fighting and Thur-
sday between rival factions of
Afghanistan’s crumbling Isla-
mic government left up to
1,200 people dead or injured,
reports AFP.

A spokesman of the
International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) said that
Wednesday's tally of 576 hos-
pital admittances could be ex-
pected “to double” today, to
*between 800 and 1200.°

Afghan Defence Ministry
forces meanwhile launched a
fresh thrust into South Kabul
to rescue a besieged garrison
stalled in face of stifl resis-
tance by rebel guerillas of a
Shi'ite faction.

Defence Minister Ahmad

Shah Masooed's forces, with re-
serve troops from the former
pro-communist Uzbek militia
of General Abdur Rashid

Dostam, fought’ today against

heavily entrenched Hezb-i-
Wahdat guerillas on the main
road to South Kabul.

The ICRC official said the
Red Cross-sponsored hospital
in a Wahdat zone of south
Kabul was hit by Defence
Ministry artillery Wednesday
night, resulting in 1] bed-rid-
:ﬁl;nd patients wounded and one

*l have the tmpression thal
the hospital was delfberately
being targeted,” the Red Cross
spokesman said.

Rockets, apparently fired

ALL THE WAY WITH YOU

[s] RAHIMAFR00Z

] 104. Motihee! C/A. Dhaka-1000 Phone. 865270-74
) 13, Monakhali C/A, Dhaka-1212 Phone: 882351, 882391
Chittagong _] 15, Agrabad C/A. Chinagong Phone:-504792

both Hezb-i-lslami and

Wll'ldnt. crashed in and around
a crossroads on Dehmazan
square on the southern
today, hitting a radar station
on the mountain peak behind
it, sending up columns ol
dense black smoke.

Retaliatory government
bombardments, di-
rected by Masood ally Rasool
Sayyal, rained on Wahdat

demacly populated Wahdat en.

clave of Dasht-i-Barchi, wil-
nesses said.

Shops in Lthe central Kabul
bazaars were shuttered and the
normally crowded streets
where shells and rockets had

crashed indiscriminately Wed-

nesday, were all but deserted.
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find a solution to the labour

problem.

Like Tuesday and
Wednesday, most workers ab-
stained from duties in the

country's industrial belts to
heed the shutdown call. Long-
distance private transports
plied infrequently while the
city and town service buses
also went off the roads in the
major cities and district head-
quarters mainly during the
hartal hours.

The shutdown sponsors
claimed their programme
gained increased response on
the concluding day and it con-
tributed to the hartal obser-
vance, 10o.

“The owners' provocative
versions and the ment's
irresponsible role only helped
spontancous participation of
the wérkers in the shutdown”,
SKOP spokesman Dr an-cdul
Islam Khan told this corre-
s nt. - .

Pu':"::crdny. too, the strikers
organised demonstrations and

jons in diflerent parts
of the country amid the de-
ployment of police, BDR and
Ansars in the areas.

Sangram Parishad,

SKOP shutdown

However, no confrontation |

was reported between the

strikers and law enforcing

personnel from any part of the

country.
The jute mills trade union-
ists inlormed this correspon-

dent that the strike was ob-
served yesterday in 62 out ol
the 78 operational mills in the
country. o

A BSS report, quoting a PID
handout, said B0 per cent of
the textile mills in the private
sector were in operation yes-
terday. The report further said
12 jute mills under the BJMC
also operated.

Meanwhile, the SKOP, the
Patkal Sramik Knmmcha;‘ri
the
Bangladesh Suta-Bastrakal
Sramik Karmachari
Federation, the Bastrashilpa
Sramik League, the Chinikal
Sramik Federation, and the
Ispat Prokoushal Corporation
Workers . and, Employees
Federation organised a -joint
rally at the Jatrabari crossing
in the city yesterday afternoon.

Organisers claimed more

t.han 10,000 workers joined
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remarks recefved resounding
bench-thumping support from
members of all

"We are completely of one
opinion on this issue,” said
treasury bench member
{retd) Akhteruzzaman. “We all
urge the Education Minister to
accept the proposal.”

The Education Minister, in
turm, said [ am sorry to say
that the concept of the thana
education committee is per-
hapl mtv:q:iﬁr to them. If

ﬂ then how
can HP: made advisprs
since their position would be
lowered.”

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Al
reminded the minister that
the members are seeking to
become thé chairmen of the
committee and not advisors.

Barrister Sircar went on to
explain that the thana educa-
tion committee is not an ad-
ministrative umit. “It is a crea-
ture of an administrative or-
der and it is the discretion of
the ment to change that
order,” he said without con-
ceding anything.

At this point the Deputy
Leader of the House made his
announcement and the

_Speakcrlm!;iﬂlumdtludh-

Hul'. Dcputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad
wanted an assurance that the
pro would be accepted

implemented.

“1 hoped that the unprece-
dented unanimity would have
received more sympathetic re-

sponse from the minister,” he
said.
Ganotantri Party leader

Suranjit Sengupta noted that
in many countries the opera-
tion of p education s
vested with the local govern-
ment. Since a local govern-
ment is yet to be put in place
in Bangladesh, the members of
Parliament should be involved
in the process, he added.

‘We really expected the
minister to say that he would
review the proposal by re-

rttng today's unlnlmtty on
Jntlyn Party’s pm'lhmf.-ntuy

‘would review the

Blpartlsan call

leader Moudud Ahmed
uld that the minister should

spell out the government's ed-.

uutlun p-nl:? as it is not

. Actunl!y there is no educa-
tion policy as such, there are
only ad hoc guidelines,”
Moudud observed.

He added that the govern-
ment should come up with a
comprehensive education pol-

icy which ensures the partici- |
. pation of the people and their

clected representatives.

Saying that he is only de-
fending what is a "directory
and not a mandatory” order,
Education Minister Sircar
went on to list the govern-
ment's initiatives in the educa-
tion sector, including setting
up of primary and sattelite
schools, tuition waiver for girl
students, introduction of trade
courses, setting up of a techni-
cal university in Khulna, a na-
tional university and an open
university.

"After all this if a man does

not see there is an education
policy, then he must be slecp-
ing,” Sircar said in his retort
to Moudud Ahmed.

As a personal explanation,
Ahmed asserted that an educa-

tion policy is yet to be formu-

lated in the country and called
for the formulation one after
proper discussion in
Parliament.

At this point, Workers
member Rashed Khan Menon
urged the Speaker to ask the
Education Minister to an
assurance in the House that he
proposal
favourably since the members
were unanimous on the issue.

The Speaker pointed out
that he cannét proceed under
the rules as there was no reso-
lution and no alternate rule
despite the unanimity in the

“Bring a resolution, and if
both es agiee to the pro-
mpon} it would beﬂ“hlndm

government,”
advised.

The Education Minister
continued to stand firm and
refused to heed the request of
the members for an assurance
to review of the ‘proposal.
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Legal aspects ot
turning Ansars
into regular

force under study

LGRD and Co-operatives
Minister Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder yesterday said that
the -government had consti-
tuted a sub-committee to ex-
amine and scrutinise varifous
legal aspects and other mat-
ters to turn the Ansars into a
regular force, BSS.

He further said a draft bill
in this respect had been for-
mulated and that a process was
underway to examine the facil-
ities to be given to Ansars. The
sub-committee was now at
work to review the legal com-
plexities that stood in the way
of turning Ansars into a regular
force, he added.

Barrister Talukder was
marking a statement in the
Jatiya on behalf of the

[ Home Minister on a resolution

of Md Mizanur Rahman Manu
(AL-Dinajpur) on the private
menibers day.

The LGRD Minister said the
government would take a de-
cision in this maltter on the
recommendations of the sub-
committee. He expressed the
hope, that the government
would take a decision as early
as possible on the recommen-
dations of the sub-committee
which was now examining the
issues in question.

Earlier moving his resolu-
tion Mizanur Rahman Manu
said since its establishment in
1948 the members of Ansar
have been rendering valuable
services in the maintenance ol
law and discipline and service
of the distressed people dur-
ing natural calamities.

He regretted that despite
their many important social
services in varfous spheres ol
national life the Ansars had no
security of serviee. Besides,
their salaries, allowances and
other facilities were deplorably
inadequate and low. With such
meagre f[acilities pone could
live with minimum dignity, he
added.

The resolution was rejected
by a voice vole.

make jt plan to
nab Veerappan

NEW DELHI, May 13 : The
government is forging a new
action plan to arrest Vecra-
ppan, India's most-wanted
bandit who carries a reward of
66,600 dollars for his capture,
a minister told parliament
today, reports AFP.

Minister of State for Home
Rajesh Pilot said the action
plan was being worked out
jointly with the state govern-
ments of Tamil Nadu and
Karanataka, where the outlaw
operates with impunity.

Pilot, for the sake of India's
internal security, did not spell
out details of his plans to ar-
rest Veerappan, who has been
eluding police since 1986 in

| the 6,000 square kilometres of

jungle covering the two states.

He, however, said the two
state governmentghave asked
New Delhi to send federal
troops into the jungles where
Veerappan 1is engaged in
felling and smuggling sandal-
wood

The statement in parlia-
ment came close on the heels
of Veerappan's first interview
published in magazines, in
which he taunted Tamil Nadu
and Karanataka governments
and challenged the army to en-
ter the forests to arrest him.

can even send the

army to kill me, but even they
cannot harm a single hair on
my head! two Indian magazines

'8 ) ﬂ
Two Indian states

quoted Veerappan as saying. 5

-

-

Unite for movement
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manded the government to

implement fts ment with
the Sramik Karmachari Otkya
Parishad (SKOP).

“Implement the accord
immediately without any jug-
gling®, Hasina told the gov-
ernment,

Justifying the reasons for
her support to the striking
workers, she pointed out that
the BNP, as a componenl or-
ganisation of the three political
alliances during the anti-auto-
cratic movement, had ex-
pressed its solidarity with the
demands of the SKOI” and had
signed an agreement after the
party was voted to power,

Later, it had delayed the
implementation of thf: agree-
ment and signed another ac-
cord with the workers and,
later again, had promised- to
materialise the agreement,
the AL chief said.

She charged the ruling
party of breaching all the

promises {including those

given tg the people before the
pariamen

lary .

Terming the BNP “totally
incompetent to run the gov-
emment”, Hasina said that the
BNP has now begun to blame
the opposition parties for its
own faflures,

She resented a recent move
by the government to facilitate
the [loreign entreprencurs
with casy bank leans saying it
was a conspiracy against the
country.

The Awami Lca.gut: presi-

dent claimed Thursday's hartal
proved the ple have no
mnﬂdmmc in the ruling party.

people will never, let
l.ht BNP Ehy ducks and drakes
with eir fundamental
rights,” she added.

Awami general sec-
retary Zillur Rahman said the
BNP chief was now frantically
trying to cling to power.

He condemned the
“subservient® foreign policy
adopted the present govern-
ment and said that the people
had no hopes without a due
share of the waler.

JSD leader Hasanul Huq Inu
said that the mment was
trying to wink the peo-
ple on the issue of the labour
strike.

“People will never allow any
party which goes against the
interests of the masses to stay

in power,” Inu said.
Alhaj Abdus Samad said

that the activities of the
Jamaat-e-Islami was against
the ideals of Islam and all the
Jamaat-members were mis-
guided.

He called upon the people
to resist the "atrocities of the
Jamaat”.

Muhammad Afzal of the
Ganatantri Party condemned

‘the “autocratic behaviour of

the BNP® and termed Begum
Khaleda Zia “"more autocratic
than Ershad.”

"We will not return home
without ending the autocratic
rule and banning the politics
of communalism,” he added.
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} countries will impart stimuli

to the growth and expansion -
ol the world economy as a
whole and thus yield
corresponding benefits to the
developed countries as well.”
the communique said.

=~ In order to promote South-

South cooperation, the minis-
ters stressed the need to hold
"formal periodic meetings”
among NAM members and
other developing countries,
the communique said.

The SMC, set up in 1986
but in active since its first
meeling in Harare in 1988,
should also hold periodic
mectings to exchange infor-
mation as and when appropri-
ate, it acdded.

The meeting also agreed to
recommend that the executive
heads of regional and sub-re-
gional groupings and institu-
tions ol the South meet in the
near future to exchange expe-
riences and explore new di-
mensions of cooperation.

It also called for an early
convening of the joint coordi-
nating committee of the NAM
and the Group of 77, a loosec
grouping of developing coun-
tries.

Another proposed meeting
was of NAM's Ministers of
Food and Agriculture as well as
those of developing countries
to address critical food situa-
tions, such as those in
drought-hit African countries.

The committee also rec-
nmmend:d varfous ad-hoc ex-

ups to help tackle
lpcci c problems of the

developing nations, including

food security and  “the
crippling crisis of
indebtedness.”

Two killed by

lightning

CHANDPUR, May 13: Two
fishermen were killed and an-
other was injured when they
were struck by lightning in the
Dakatia river near Chandpur
Bara Station today. The dead
were idtntifiﬂd an Matin Miah,
25, and Siraj 'pom 50, of
village Balauhin o andpur
thana, reports UNDB.

NAM ministers

ng also empha-
si.:u! thr: nuﬂi to rclaum:h the
North-South dialogue based on
the genuine interdependence,
mutual interest, common ben-
efit, mutual respect and
shared responsibility.

It cited the need for dia-
logue on the creation of more
transparent, predictable and
equitable international trading
and monetary systems, stable
commodity markets, a durable
solution to the debt crisis and
a sustainable global develop-
ment.

The HhH committee also

_ called for enhanced access to

markets of the North for its
exports to enable members to
increase  their purchasing
power, saying that should pur-
chasing power fall, the North
would lose a vast and vital
market.

The meeting, held in a
posh hotel in this Indonesian
resort island of Bali was
attended by representalives
from 74 countries, 35 of them
members of the committee.

Storms hit 2 dists
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sengers during a severe storm
that lashed Manikganj district
Thursday evening, BIWTA
sources said.

At least 10 people were in-

.jured and 500 kuicha houses

damaged in the nor'wester.

Witnesses said a large num-
ber of trees were uprooted and
standing IRRI paddy was dam-
aged in Daulatpur and
Shibalaya thanas during half-
an-hour-long nor'wester which
started at 7 pm.

Power supply in Daulatpur,
Ghior, Shibalaya and Harlram-
pur thanas was disrupted by
the storm.

Navigation signals of Aricha
port also failed, disrupting

ferry communications for two
hours.

A BIWTA source said two
ferry vessels from Daulatdia
were stranded in the mid-river
during the nor'wester. One of
them was salvaged after two
hours. Salvage ship of the au-
thority was trying to salvage
the other stranded with 12
vehicles and 500 passengers.

[

ot

Awami Lal‘ua chief and L!ldﬂ' of the Oppolltmn in the Parhnment Shnkh Hnlma
addressing a post-hartal rally at Bangabandhu Avenue in the city yesterday.

—Star photo

Hartal

From Page | Col 3

were thin and many of the
commuters had to walk long
distances to reach thetr dos-
tinations due to lack of trans-

Some BRTC buses were,
however, seen plying under
police escort.

Train services were re-
ported normal but Bangladesh
Biman cancelled its Rajshahi
and Syedpur flights and
reschedu the Jessore flight
for the afternoon.

Afrport sources said that
most of the iInternational
Mlights were delayed but none.
was cancelled, During the har-
tal hours rickshaws, and au-
torickshaws moved about nor-
mally between Mahakhali and
the ZIA airpert.

Life was apparently normal
in the diplomatic enclaves of
Baridhara and Gulshan.

. Chittagong

Our stall correspondent
from Chittagong reports:
Sporadic incidcnt: uf violence
marked Thursdsz ight- huur
hartal that left Irnt 50 pe
sons injured, three of lhcm
seriously.

Police picked up 42 per-

- sons’ from different parts of

Chittagong city during the har-
tal,

Among therm, some will [ace
prosecution under the Anti-
Terrorism Act while the rest
under the Chittagong Metro-
politan Police (CMP) Ordi-
nance, a senifor police oflicial
told The Daily Star.

Witnesses and police said
three pedestrians including a
woman and her son were seri-
ously injured in a cocktail blast
at Jamal Khan road near
Cheragi Pahar after 11 am.

The infured were instantly
rushed to the hospital.
Immediately after the incident
police, aided by members of
the public, arrested a young
boy on charge of throwing the
cocktail.

Chittagong peort officials
said loading and unloading of
cargo inside the jetties were
normal but the delivery of
goods to and from the port was
hampered due to the non-ply-
ing of trucks.

Chittagong airport sources
said, {flights between Chitta-
gong and Dhaka operated on
schedule,

According to railway sour-
ces, train service to and from
Chittagong was normal.

Khulna

The hartal was observed
peacefully in Khulna, writes
our correspondent.

Shops, private offices,
banks, insurance companies
and autonomous bodies re-
mained closed.

However, govt and semi-
govt oflices were open with
thin attendance.

All the mills and factories at
the Khalishpur, Daulatpur and
Rupsha industrial belts re-
mained shut. But the Khulna
Newsprint Mills and the ship-
yard functioned normally.
Loading and unloading at
Mongla port was as usual, but
vchicular traffic to and from
Khulna were suspended.

Diethylene glycol
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causing deaths of many chil-
dren recently Anwar said, "no
doubt it is poisonous but it is
used as a raw material for in-

dustries.”

He told the House that the
wrong use of diethylene glycol
in medicine was being looked
into by the Drug Adminis-
tration.

Speaker Shaikh Razzaque
All suggested a meeting of the
ministries concerned to en-
sure restricted use of this poi-
sonous item if import of it was
not banned. Because, he said,
lives of children were lost by
taking medicines which had

thia poisonous ingredient.

The Midnight File
100 Kashmiri protesters
held in Pakistan

IH-LAHAHM}.Hay 13: Pakistani police today detained about

100 Kashmiri

lving in the Plkht.n—rukd part

for the of
od pert of the dispoed sagion, &

spokesman for the activists said. He said members of a
breakaway [action of the Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front

(JKLF} were held at Manschra town in North-West Frontier
Province and four vehicles sefzed, reports Reuter.

Rafsanjani, 3 others cleared

to run in

NICOSIA,
four candidates Thursday

presidential polls

May 13: iran's Council of Cuardians
for the June 11
election, including President Hashemi
second term amid growing economic

who secks a
ress. The other

three were former Labour Minister Ahmad Tavakoli, former
Parllament deputy Rajab-Ali Taheri and Abdullah Jafar-Al
Jesehi, a university chancellor, reports AP.

Ezer Weizman becomes
Israel's president

JERUSALEM, May

13: Ezer Weizman, the former

who helped plan Israel's stunning victory in the 1967

war but later became a leading

advocate for peace, became

Israel’s seventh president Thursday, reports AP.
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should concentrate on debat-
ing issues like ways of poverty

alleviation, ensuring basic
rights of the . and solv-
problems of the agri-

culture and industrial sectors.

Reminding his fellow MPs
of the fact that every sitting of
Parllament costs almost Tk
one million, the Deputy Leader
of the House said, "A debate
can be mcu'lingful only when
the members make their
comments on an issue on the
“basis of adequate statistics and
give constructive tions.”

Earlier, Sheikh Hasina,
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and Awami League
(AL) chief, criticised the gov-
ernment for holding such a
brief session.

"The opposit |
deprived of the chance to raise
in the House issues like dete-
riorating law and order, the
government's corruption and
misuse of power, ticisation
of the administration and the
government’'s failure to solve
the problems of the people,”
Hutnn said, adding th-l the
current session had been of a
longer duration many of these
issues could have been dis-
cussed.

* The Leader of the
Opposition also said thal the
‘ruling party was trying to un-
dermining the importance of
Parliament by holding such a
short session.

She proposed that the pre-
sent session be converted into
the budget session so that the
opposition could have enough
time to present its views on
the national economy.

Badruddoza Chowdhury, re-
futing the allegations of the
Leader of the Opposition,
replied that the ruling party
would allow the Parliament
members the chance for a
three or four-day long discus-
sion on the country's economy
before starting discussions on
the budget for 1993-94 in the
next session.

"The budget proposals to be
made by the Finance Minister
can well be improved during
the three-day long policy de-
bate if we avoid rhetoric,”
Chowdhury observed. |

The government had no
reason for avoiding discussions
by Parliament members on any
issue affecting national inter-
ests, Chowdhury said.

Earlier, there was some
tension in the House when
Moudud Ahmed of the Jatiya
Party (JP) wanted the floor
immediately after Hasina had
finished her speech.

Speaker Shatkh Razzak Alf

refused to give the floor to the .

JP leader on the ground that

Bali meet

From Page 1 Col 5
which was inaugurated by
President Suharto in the
panoramic tourist resort ol Bali
on Monday.

The Foreign Minister said
Bangladesh's call for launching
a fresh North-South dialogue
was appreciated by all and
hoped that it would help re-
move. differences between the
developed and the least devel-
oped countries,

He mentioned another as-
pect of the conference which
was a call for inding ways of
opening South South dialogue
in new areas ol cooperation.
Mostafiz hoped that the out-
come of the conference would
contribute towards forging a
new world economic order to
serve the interest of LDCs.

Parliament prorogued

fon has been

once the chair could not en-
tertain his since the
Leader of the O tion had
spoken on be of all the op-
position groups and parties In
parliament on the issue. :

At this stage, Moudud
claimed that the Leader of the
Opposition did not consult the
JP parliamentary group before
addressing the House on the

issue.
The moment Moudud had
finished the sentence,

Mohammad Nasim, chiel whip
of the opposition, stood to
test Moudud's version amid

and jeers from the AL
bench. He said the of the
JP group had been duly in-

formed.

Both Moudud and Nasim
lt:ke without the miero-
P

The Speaker, at this point,
gave the floor to ty Leader
of the House Badruddoza
Chowdhury for the winding up
speech with no further de-
mand for the floor from
Moudud Ahmed.

Earlier, the House disposed
of five resolutions moved by
the private members, all from
the Awami League.

One resolution, moved by
Prof Rafiqul Islam (AL-Jessore)
for providing an ambulance for
the Jhikargacha thana heath
complex immediately was
withdrawn fol assurance
by the Deputy Minister for
Health Serajul Huq that ambu-
lances would be ed in
phases for all the health
centres with the arrival of 300
ambulances in the near future.

The remaining four resolu-
tions were rejected by the
House.

Saipem
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former Chairman of Petro-

bangla, nst whom the .
committee ught corruption
charges. : :

The ministry further al-

leged that the committee did

not take into account the need

to implement the pipeline

project in the quickest

possible time and also did not

consider the fact that a delay
in implementation would have

led to a halt in investment in

the energy and gas sector.

The committee also did not
consider the implications of a
possible termination of the
agreement with Safpem.

Furthermore, the works of

the Second gas development
works would have come to as

halt and the credibility of the
country jeo ised, the min-
istry note o . In case of

a cancellation of the contract,

negotiations for the Third gas
development project would
also have stalled, the ministry
feit.

The 47.63 million US dollar
North-South pipeline project
coniract was signed between
the Petrobangla and Saipem on
February 2, 1990. It was sup-
posed to be completed in one
dry season, but the work stag-
gered and Saipem demanded
another 21 lon dollar for
completion of the work.

However, a commitiee of
the Petrobangla, after negotia-
tions, brought down the cost of

. extending the time for com-

pletion of work to 14 million
dollar. Of this sum, 10 million
dollar has already been paid to
5 med of

Following ia mﬁm

bungling in the deal, the igbal
Mahmood Commitiee was

formed in May, 1992, The
committee submitted fits re-

port to-'the government in
September the same year.



