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dealing with Ishaq Khan

RAWALPINDI, May 13
Pakistan's sacked Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif said on
Wednesday he made two polit-
ical mistakes in dealing with
President Ghulam Ishaq Khan

that cost him his ]{Jb last
month, reports Reuler.

His lirst mistake was not
using his large parliamentary
majority to curb the controver-
sial powers of the President by
amending the constitution af-
ter taking office in late 1990,
he told reporters.

His second error was in
ﬁ.r‘:l when he named Ishaq
Khan as his party’'s candidate
for a second five-year term, in
a move aimed at easing a bitter
power struggle between the
two men that began in
February.

Ishag Khan sacked Sharif
on April 18 on charges ranging
from nepotism to terrorising
his opponents and handing

out favours to frlends. He dis-
solved the National Assembly
and ordered fresh elections on
July 14,

IB'IQIEIZLY

Sharil has challenged his
dismissal in the bupreme
Court, which heard arguments
on the fifth day of his petition
on Wednesday. The next hear-
ing will be on Saturday.

The power struggle erupted
aflter Sharif said he wanted
parliament to alter the eight
amendment to the constitu-
tion, which gives the president
thé power to dissolve parlia-

"ment and appoint the chiefs of

the powerful armed forces.

Ishaqg Khan saw Sharifls
campaign as a betrayal by a
protege he had helped to
power, The President dis-
missed Sharil's predecessor
Benazir Bhutto on similar
charges in August 1990.

Sharif said his advisers told
him to repeal the amendment
soon after he took office be-
cause he then had the two-
thirds majority in parliament
needed to amend the constitu-
tion.

“But that was not our prior-
ity then,” he said.

Li graduall

Chinﬂt Premier Li

Eﬂ was I"E

to work :

Thursday to have

chaired a government meeting for lht first time nlnu: being
hospitalized two weeks ago, indicting he is making a gradual
return to work, AP reports from Beijing.

There was still no official word on the nature of his {llness

or his condition.

The People’s Daily newspaper, in reporting on a nnﬁcnal

conference on science and technology, said,
Peng

conference, Premier Li

"Before the

chaired an administrative

meeting called to review the situation of our nation's science
and technology wotk and major tasks for the future.

It said Li entrusted Vice Premier Zhu Ro

ngji to make an

important speech at the conference, which Li did not attend.

Winnie for ANC's reconstruction:
Winnie Mandela, estranged wife of Alrican National Congress
(ANC) President Nelson Mandela, called Tuesday for the

"reconstruction”

ol the ANC to help the transition towards

democracy, AI'P says from Johannesburg.

Speaking on state-run

television, Mandela, th:

darling of millions of younu |
the

black
"young blood”

radicals, said
in the ANC

needed to be promoted |-
top positions to back up her

ageing husband.

Mandela, who was oustodd
from her top-ranking post i

r._-_-_ - -

the ANC last ycar alter o %8

court found her guilty on
kidnapping charges, addcd |
the ANC had to take some ol
the blame for the failure of |
political negotiations to lead
three
years of talks with the white

to democracy alter

minority government
"Something is

is not necessarily with the

enemy [the government] alon

WOy
somewhere, and the problem
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Dalai Lama in Britain: rocign sccrciary
Douglas Hurd on Wednesday assured Tibetan spiritual leader
the Dalai Lama that Britain would pursue dialogue with China

on human

Hurd the

received

rights in Tibet, AFP reports from London.
Dalai

Lama "in his capacity as

diﬁlln;uiuhrd reigious leader™ and “stressed our continuing

a foreign office statement said.
He assured the Dalal Lama "We would continue to pursue

our dialogue on human rights with the Chinese authorities at

concern” over human rights,

every opportunity,”

would continue to urge the Chinese authorities o
priconditions,
Dalaj Lama, on Tibet "

real dialogue without

including t

it said He also assured the Dalai Lama "We

gct into a
with the Tihetans,

Two cops killed in Algeria: .

policemen were killed by unidentified gunmen in western
Alegria's Chlel Reglon Wednesday. officials announced, AFP

reports from Algiers

The two policemen were altacked in their car. It was not

immediately known if other

policemen were in the vehicle at

the time of the atitack, but were unharmed

The assailants made a safe getaway.

Since the beginning of the month seven palicemen have
died in attacks attributed by the authorities to Muslim
fundamentaltst groups. according to an unoffictal count.

Poison claims 11 Indonesians:
10 of them in the same family, died after

icast 11 people.

eating traditional home-made cookies in south Sulawesi, a
news report said yesterday, AFP reports from Jakarta

The Daily Suara Karya said 10 members of the family of
Petta Serang and a gardener died after eating the corn-
flavoured cookices known as "kope langl® on Sunday in the
village of letie In Ujung Pandang regency

it said Petta Serang himsell died Monday while his wife,
four children, other family members and the gardener died
Tuesday and Wednesday in hosptial

A local health official,

Jasmin,

saic hia team was still

checking the cause of the death by examining the materials

uscd for making the cookies

Tenzing’s nephew
dies while

descendingEverest
KATMANDU, May 13 The

nephcw of a sherpa whe
guided Sir Edmund Hillary u
Mount Everest to his dcalh
while descending the world s
tallest peak, the Tourism
Ministry said Thursday re
ports AP

The accident came jus! a
few wecks before the 40th
anniversary of the first suc
cessful assault on Everest on
May 29. 1953

The body of Lobsang
Tshering Bhutia, 41, was found
Wednesday, sald a ministry of
fictal, but he could not say
when Bhutia actually died

Bhutia was the nephew of
Tenring Norgay who accom
panied Hillary on the first
climb to the summit of the
¢ T28-foot (B BS50-meter|

"

COLOMBO, May

has been on
j tongues, reports AFP
| the B6-year-old veteran politi
' cian as a strong and exper
enced contender o fill the po

Lalith Athulathmudall
! Presiden!

cight days

fcared “old fox”
haad died oo,
One tale had it he had suc
rumberd to sorrow aflter the as
sassinations of two of his clos

: el assor-imales

Many have been looking 1o

litical vacuum created by the
kilings of opposition leader
and
Ranasinghe
Premadasa in the space ol

(Others in this dazed natien
or JR as

Jayewardene is londly known

“I also belfeved
(President) could not dissolve
the National Assembly for a
second time. But he did what
wlc all thought was impossi-
ble.™

Sharif said he regretted of-
fering Is Khan his party's
candidacy for a second presi-
dential term at the height of
their power struggle last
month.

“The man was holding a
pistol in his hand with finger
on the trigger,” he said,

recalling his meeting with the
President.

Ishaq - Khan accepted and
thanked him, he said, contra-
dicting sources close to Ishaq
Khan who said the offer was
not accepted.

“"We will be more careful
next time,” Sharil said.

Ishaq Khan's tenure expires
at Lthe end of this year and he

is widely expected to run for a
second term.

that he

International
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UN Cnmmander fnr Bnanm French General Philippe Morillon (L) talks to the High
Commander of the Croatian A.nny of Bosnia, General Milivoj Petkovic (R) at the Spanish UN
battalion’s headquarters in Metjugore (some 20km from Mostar) late Tuesday.

— AFP/UNB photo

Widow of
Athulathmudali

enters politics

COLOMBO, May 13: Srimani
Athulathmudali, the widow of
Shri Lankan opposition leader
Lalith Athulathmudali, said to-
day she was entering politics
to fill a vacuum left by her hus-
band's assassination, reports

Reuter.
She told a news conference

she would lead the Democratic
United National Front (DUNF)
in the western province In
next Monday's provincial
council election, in response

to appeals from party support-

€Ts.
“There {s deep sorrow in

the party over my husband's
death,” she said. "l feel | van
fill to some extent the vacuum
left by his death.”

She said she would not
speak on stage because of se-
curity problems but rather
canvass votes th direct
contact with people.

DUNF leader Athulathmu-
dali was shot dead last month
at a campaign rally, eight days
before his arch political rival
President Ranasinghe Prema-
dasa was blown up by a suicide

-Mﬁuulwywpamda.

Parliament sacks
Chechenia's
premier

LONDON, May 13: The par-
ltament of the breakaway
Russian Republic of Chechenia
has dismissed General
Hzhokhar Dudayev from the
premiership, replacing him
with former Vice Premier
Yaragi Mamodayev, the Russian
news agency AN| said
Wednesday. reports AFP.

"By doing this the Chechen
parliament, which is in opposi
tion to Dzhokhar Dudayev, has
deepened the confrontation
with the leader of the North
Caucasian Republic,” the radio
sald in a dispatch monitored
by the British Broadcasting
Corporaltion here.

Turkish parliament fails to

ANKARA, May 13: The
Turkish parliament failed to
elect a new president In a sec-
ond ballot on Wednesday, den-
ying front-runner Suleyman
Demirel the two-thirds majo-
rity required, reports Reuter.

Prime Minister Demirel,
secking to replace Turgut Ozal,
who died last month, received
235 votes from the 450-mem-
ber house, Deputy Speaker
Fehmi Isiklar said after the
televised vote.

Kamran Inan, nominee of
the main opposition
Motherland Party, garnered 95
votes, Lutfu Dogan of the
Muslim fundamentalist Welfare
Party won 49 and Republican
People's Party candidate Ismail
Cem got 25. A total of 426
deputies voted, but 21 cast
blank ballots and one was in-
valid.

Demirel, who received 234

“votes in the first round, is ex-

pected to be clected in a third
round on Sunday when he

needs an absolute majority to
win a run-off with Inan.

He has the support of his
conservative true Path Party
(DYP) and most of the Social
Democrat Populist Party
(SHP), junior partner in
Demirel’'s 18-month-old coali-
tion government, as well as the
small right-wing Nationalist
Movement Party.

The process of electing a
president has virtually paral-
ysed decision-making in
Turkey, distracting the coun-
try from the economy. the
Kurdish question and foreign
policy challenges.

Demirel's election will not
end political uncertainty. The
DYP plans an emergency party
congress on June 5 to choose a
new leader, who would almost
certainly become Prime
Minister.

Possible candidates began
jockeying for position as soon
as Demirel made clear he was
running for presidency.

elect new president

Parliament Speaker
Hussmettin Cindoruk, acting
president and a prominent
DYP member, initially said he
would stay out ol the contest,
but now says party pressure
might induce him to stand.

Cindoruk sharpened the
debate by telling newspapers
this week that if he became
Prime Minister he would try to
limit the president's powers

‘and might scrap the coalition

with the SHP.

“A DYP-SHP coalition s not
indispensable,” he declared,
adding that the DYP could at-
tempt to run a minority gov-
ernment with ifs 182 seats or
choose the second biggest
party, the Motheriand Party, as
an alternative coalition part-
ner.

His comments were a blow
to the SHP, which agreed to
back Demirel for the presi-
dency mainly to preserve the
coalition.

Pindi frees 14 Arabs

PESHAWAR, Pakistan, May
13: Pakistani police released
14 Arabs detained as sus-
pected militant extremists in
the northwestern city of
Peshawar on Wednesday and
ordered them to leave the
country within a week, reports
Reuter.

Officials says between 150
and 200 Arabs have left
Pakistan in the past month in a
government sweep to get rid
of Arabs suspected of using
Pakistan as a base for Islamic
militant activities in their
home countries.

“They are being released on
the assurance of their Arab and

Pakistani tors that they
have pux:-:; their tickets
and that they will leave

Pakistan within the deadline.™
a scnior official of the North

West Frontier Province said.

He said the 14 were from
Egypt, Jordan, Yemen, Sudan
and the Philippines and had
asked to go to Jordan, Iraq,
Tunisia and Libya.

The official, who declined
to be named, said another 16
were still being detained in a
marriage hall converted into a
temporary jail in Peshawar. He
said they would be released as
soon as arrangements had
been made for their departure,
he said.

Islamabad has come under
pressure [rom several Arab
states, particularly Egypt,
Algerta and Saudi Arabia who
say Muslim militants were us-
ing the frontier province as a
safle haven to
elsewhere.

plan operations |

Iraq allowed to
fly 1n air

exclusion zones

BAGHDAD, May 13: The
United Nations has authorised
Iraq to fly its planes in allied-
imposed air exclusion zones to
spray pesticides as part of an
operation to boost its agricul-
ture production, a UN official

said Wednesday.
Mohammad Zefjari, the co-
ordinator for the United

Nations humanitarian activities
in Iraq, told AFP that Polish
pilots recruited by the UN's
Food and Agriculture Orga-
nisation (FAO) would fly the
planes.

The authorisation took ef-
lect May 8 and eight planes
belonging to Iraqg's culture
Ministry will be allowed to
lake part in the two-week op-
eration.

NEW DELHI, May 13: An
Indian Supreme Court judge
who survived an impeachment
move by parliament for alleged
corruption has rejected oppo-
sition demands for his resig-
nation, a newspaper said today,
reporis Reuter

"As [ar as | am concerned
my position has been vindi
caled | have won the battle,
“the ploneer newspaper
quoted Justice V. Ramaswamy
as saying after parliament
fatled to impeach him on

Tuesday.

was accused by
a judicial commitiee of lorging
r.nd inflating bills for furnish
ngs lor his office and resi:
dence

No one voled against im-
hment, but Ramaswamy
survived the opposition-led
motion because ruling
Congress Party deputies ab
stained from voting, ensuring
that the vote fell short of the
constitutional minimum for
trial.

The opposition immediately
seized on the issue to altack
Congress, accusing it of back:
ing corruption.

They demanded
Ramaswamy resign on moral
grounds.

"Not a single member has

voled for the ge he stands
indicted of corruption,’
Marxist Deputy Somnath

Chaterjec said aflter the im-
peachment move he piloted
fell through.

Congress said it did not ap
prove of the judge's alleged [i
nancial irregularities, "but ar-
gued that impeachment was
too greatl a punishment for the
charges

The pro establishment
Times of India said In an ed|
torial: "A death wish appears 1o
be haunting the Congress. This
alone can explain ils scan:
dalous decision to abstain in
the vote on the motion of im-
peachment.

Parlament as a whole. and
the Congress in particular,

placed the seal of Limacy ol
corruption,” it

Indian judge pledges not to resign

"Now it matters not a whit

if Justice Ramaswamy resigns.
For anyone who has defrauded

the public exchequer knows
he can not retire o bed every
night with a serene con-
science,” 1L said.

"Someone must ask: 'Is
there no limit to the price
which the politiclans will ex-
tract from the citizens of this
hopeless nation?” asked the
Economic Times, India's lead-
ing business paper.

“The answer to that must
come from no other than
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao
He owes the country an expla-
nation as to why he instructed
his partymen to abstain,” il
saxid.

_

Oftf the Record

Teacher gives birth in

classroom

MESA, Ariz: Teacher Judith Burke interrupted her fifth-

grade class's math test by giving birth tntrrﬂntchﬂdunﬂ:
floor, reports AP.

“We got real scared,”
Jamie Morgan.

Ryan Patrick Burke arrived Tuesday morning about five
minutes after paramedics reached the classroom.

"Now that it's over with, it's neat,” the 34-year-old
mother said. “But if | had to do it over again, I'd do it in a
hospital.”

The children were cleared from the classroom a few
minutes before the actual delivery.

Burke said labour pains began overnight Monday, but she
discounted them because the child wasn't due for a month.
On Tuesday morn she told her principal she needed a
substitute and her doctor and her husband. But ft was

too late. .

They’ne fond of dog meat

JAKARTA: Some 10,000 dogs are slaughtered here
annually to meet the demand from dog meat lovers, the
Jakarta Post daily said here Thursday, reports AFP.

“The dogs are brought in from West Java's areas of Bekast,
Tasikmalaya and Purwakarta and sold here from 5,000 rupiah
(2.4 dullar] to 7,000 rupiah (3.4 dollar) each,” the ally
quoted head of municipal husbundry Utoro as saying.

Utoro said the dogs were not slaughtered at the city-
owned slaughter houses but at restaurants listing dogs in
their menu, adding that blackdogs were favourite.

He said Animal Husbandry officials examined the animals
before they were slaughtered to ensure their health

condition.
Jackson best artist

MONTE CARLO: American pop star Michael Jackson and
Italian tenor Luciano Pavarotti shared the limelight of winners
at ‘the world Music Awards, presented at a gala gathering in
this Mediterranean principality, reports AP.

Jackson accumulated
three awards — best artist of
his country, of the year and ol
his era — presented by
Prince Albert and his sister
Princess Stephanie, hersell a
singer, at the Wednesday
«night ceremony.

Princess Caroline honou-
red Pavaratti, credited with
popularizing opera, ‘with the
award for best classical artist.

American singer Tina
Tumer was presented with | &
the Lifetime Achievement | &
Award, :

Numerous luminaries
were present at the Monte B

said one of her pupils, 10-yeat-old

Carlo Sporting Club for the g3

festivities, shown on televi-

sion in numerous countries.
Also honoured were singer

and guitarist Eric Clapton.

Jayewardene rejects

13: In the
wake of the assassinations of
two top Shri Lankan politictans
the name of lormer President
Junius Richard Jayewardene
eVeryonc s

The rumour gained cre-
dence following his absence
from last week's funeral of his
[ormer Prime Minister
Premadasa, whom he had de-
scribed as ‘my oldest friend
and colleague in  politics.
Athulathmudali was
Jayewardene s National
Security Minister during his
United National Party's (UNP)
rule from 1977 o 1988,

Officials at his residence
eventually had 10 come forward
lo dismiss the rumours
Jayewardene was, they said,
‘hale and hearty.

Since then, the man who
revolutionised Shri Lankan
politics has filled the news
rejecting suggestions he
should returm to politics

He told the Sunday Times
here he was not prepared io
return W0 Lhe presidency even

singled out as best British : 3 -0
artist and best rock artist. |

Rolling Stones guitarist Ronnie Wood presented Scottish
stinger Rod Stewart with a music award. Yannick Noah, the |
French tennis star who has embarked on a singing career.
awarded Mylene Farmer with the award for best French artist. l

Diana’s brother accepts |
damages for libel

LONDON: Princess Diana’'s brother, Earl Spencer,
accepted undisclosed damages for libel Thursday for two
newspaper articles linking him with black-market sales of
ballet tickets, reports AP.

The Earl was not in the High Court when the agreement
was announced.

His lawyer, Simon Ekins, sald Associated Newspapers,
publishers of the Mail on Sunday, withdrew their allegations, |
apologized and agreed to pay substantial damages and court
cosls,

Times Newspapers apologized for spreading the libel by
referring to the story in the Sunday Times of Lopdon, and
also agreed to pay damages and costs,

The newspaper articles referred to the sale of Bolshot
Ballet tickets for the Earl's private box at the Royal Albert
1lall.

Chinese approve Madonna's
'‘appropriate sexiness'’

BEIING: Madonna has agreed to tone down her act In
order to come to Beijing but can still display “appropriate
sexiness”, an ofTicial Chinm newspaper said, reports Reuter

4 — The Jiangxi daily in its
May 9 cdition, recetved In
Beijing today. listed scveral
rcasons for the popularity ol
¥ the US singer. known for
. provocative songs and videos
First, she gives a stagc
® show in which she appears lo
& wear nothing and tmitaies
&. the ways of the red light
g B district the newspaper said,

&= although it admitted that she
* . managed actually not to
. expose too much

The papcer's sccond
B - reason was that she has a
wonderful voice, dances

madly and fits the mood of
American youth.

“"Moreover, although
Madonna lost her virginity in
her high school days and has

a devil may care attitude up
to now she has had no traccs ol sexually- tmnsnﬂtted At scases

or AIDS, so she is still an idol to youths m the West. it said.

suggestions he should return to politics

il invited by the government

"l am now retired and not
even a member of the UNP
To be a politician one should
be ke a race-horse running
for the derby ... | am not M to
run any election ign. |
have physical disabilities,
though not evident.,” said
Jayewardene.

In a statement Wednesday,
Jayewardene said, "1 am being
constantly disturbed by tele-
phone calls, as well as letters
and visftors. inquiring whether
| intend to come back te pub-

Itic and political itfe again and
inviting me to do so.”

"I have publicly stated that |
do not intend to do so,” he
said, adding President Dingiri
Banda Wijetunga and Prime
Minister Rantl
Wickhremesinghe were aware of

thg need to preserve
democratic freedoms.

Despite the humble rejec
lion, many politicians believe
the two-time president still
wiclds much more power
within the UNP than he is et
ting on and is still a force to be
reckoned with

This fact is not lost on the
new leadership, whose senior
members owe their career o
the astule statesman.

Newspapers this week car
ried photographs of the presi
dent with Jayewardene, while
Wickremesinghe, a close rela
tive, thanked the man behind
the UNFP's landslide victory in
1977 parliamcntary polls

*The architect ol that vic
tory and of the policy frame
work put in place therealter
was President JR Juyewarden
| wish to thank him lor provid-

ing me with the opportunity to
enter politics.” Wickremesinge
said.

Since he exited the ruling
party after handing over the
presidential  baton aflter 11
years to Premadasa in 1989,
UNP members have looked on
Jayewardene as a father-figure.

This is the sccond time a
crisis involving Athulathmudali
and Premadasa has sparked
rumours that Jayewardene

would return to  politics to
maintain stability
In August 1991,

Athulathmudali led a revolt
within the UNP to impeach
Premadasa, making tongues
was that Jayewardene would
take over the reins of govern-
ment should the president fall.

But Premadasa survived,
sacked Athulathmudall and his
group of dissidents and

emerged stronger than ever.
Jayewardene maintained si
lence throughout.

For all Jayewardene's popu
larity and the economic
achievements of his presi-
dency, he has also received his
fair share of criticism.

One of the most controver
sial issues during his term as
head of state was the introduc
tion of a French-style constitu
tion in 1978, under which he
promoted himsell from Prime
Minister to execulive presi-
dent.

This constitution, remains
Jayewardene's most disputed
legacy to the nation.

Athulathmudalt and the op
position rebelled againsi
Premadasa in 1991, demand-
ing the abolition of the execu-

tive presidency.

79 army revolt
was a coup: Kim

SEOUL, May 13: President
Kim Young-sam, under pres-
sure from the opposition, said
Thursday a 1979 army revolt
was a military coup, a state-
ment that could incriminate
his two predecessors, reports

AP

Kim's declaration is ex-
pected to have a direct effect
on a fMMlurry of criminal suits
filed or being prepared against
former Presidents Chun Doo-
hwan and Roh Taec-woo, who
seized power in the coup.

"As President Kim Young-
sam has stated before, the
December 12, 1979, incident
was kind of a military coup
siaged by officers against thetr
superifors,” chief presidential
spokesman Lee Kyung-jae said
in a statement,



