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Army deployed, curfew |

extended in Manipur

GUWAHATIL, India, May B:
Indta's Manipur state -
ment loyed the army and
ext curfews today as
heavy rain helped restore calm
after unprecedented Hindu-
Muslim riots that Jeft 115
people dead, officials said, re-
ports AFP.

Manipur Chiel Minister R K
Dorendra Singh said in the
capital Imphal that army sol-
diers had fanned out to rein-
force police and paramilitary
troops patrolling ‘sensitive ar-
eas,’ the Press Trust of India
(PTI) reported.

No new violence had been
reported today from anywhere
in Manipur, he was quoted as

saying.
State Police Chief A V
Liddle said the riots had

abated but the situation was
still ‘tense’ in the tiny north-
castern province of 1.8 millon
people bordering Burma.

Curfews ¢ on Imphal
and the riot-hit distriet of
Thoubal were extended to four
more towns in.the Manipur
valley as 'precautionary mea-
sures,’ Liddle said from
Imphal.

Security forces were, en-
forcing strict curfew orders
and braving torrential rains,

lﬂlhuﬂwhnmhedhyl

telephone from Guwahati, the
Assam state capital and the
principal northeastern city.

Other officials in Imphal
said the heavy downpour had
hel staunch street violence

kept residents indoors but
also hampered search opera-
tions and prevented police
from reaching tense arcas
elsewhere in Manipur.

A curfew-break to allow
residents to thopthl;r food this
mrnllq was withdrawn after

t left at least
mn , according
to doctors in hu-pﬁ-h.

Doctors at two Imphal hos-
pitals where the dead and
wounded were brought put the
death toll in the viclence
which erupted Monday after-
noon at 115. More than 300
others were injured.

PT]1 said 130 people had
been arrested. More than
2,000 have taken shel-
ter in relief camps opened by
the state government, con-
trolled by Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao's ruling
Congress (I) Party.

The Hindu-Muslim violence
was unprecedented in Mani-
pur, where Hindus form an
overwhelming majority.

AL, JP undecided

From i%ge | Col 7

"l won't comment on our
support to the programme. We
will discuss the matter and
then decide on it," Rahman
said.

He, however, said the gov-
ernment should implement its
agreements with the labour
bodfes. “It's an act of injustice
not to execute any accord after
signing it," the AL Ileader
commented.

Replying to a query, Rah-
man revealed that the AL was
ready to listen to the strike

callers and support their
justified demands.
Asked what his would

do if the labour leaders sought
the AlL's support to their
strike, Zillur Rahman replicd:
"We will discuss il among our-
sclves and then decide.”

Jatiya Party leader Barrister
Moudud Ahmed, talking to this
paper, informed that his party
would discuss the labour strike
in its parliamentary party
meeting next Saturday.

Like Zillur Rahman, Bar-
rister Moudud also declined to
commit his party’'s support to
the programme right now.

"It won't be wise to make
any comment on the matter
until the party leadership de-
cides on it," he remarked.

A central leader of the
Jamaat-e-Islami, Advocate
Mujibur Rahman, commenting
on the issue, said, "Our party
does not accept in principle
any programme that causes
sufferings of the people.”

When his attention was
drawn to the 72-hour pro-
posed SKOP strike, the Jamaat
leader made it clear that his
party did not support pro-
grammes like hartals, strikes,
etc.

Replying to the question if
his party opposed the pro-
gramme, Mujibur Rahman said,
“We are always opposed to
such programmes. But our
party will discuss the matter in
its central working commiltee
meeting to register its formal
opposition.”

Advocate Rahman termed
the Employers’ Association
statement as “objective” and
agreed with it, saying the
strike would result in a big loss
to the national economy.

Reacting to the BEA state-
ment, 5-party leader and con-
venor of the BSD Khalequzza-
man Bhu said the emplo-
yers' version proved Lhey did

not want the country’s indus-

1 killed, 12 hurt

From 1 Col 8
gunshots and exploded crack-
ers when they confronted each
other,

Our DMCH correspondent
says that of the injured, two —
Bashir and Mohammad Ali —
were admitted to the hospital.
A bullet hit Bashir on his left
leg while All sustained shrap-
nel wounds from exploding
crackers.

Both the victims said that
they were passing by the spot
when the armed goons
clashed.

Witnesses said that police
failed to reach the place of oc-
currence during the clash.
They came to the spot only af-
ter the culprits hnd fled, they
complained,

Lalhng‘.h police said they had
gone to the spot but no arrests
have yet been made.

A murder case was lodged
with Lalbagh police station by
Dabiruddin, an uncle of the
deceased hawker Abdul
Mannan. Mannan, son of one
Hamid Ali, was a resident of

Shaheednagar.

. dead in the

tries: to flourish. The economy
could not grow smoothly if the
labourers' basic demands re-
mained unfulfilled, he
commented.

"They (the employers) are
more concerned with prolit-
making than ensuring mini-
mum requirements of the
workers,” he said, adding pro-
ductivity could not be ensured
ignoring” the persons involved
in the process of production.

"The outlook of our en-
iﬂ:prfnf:urs is nol transparent

on the question of industrial
growth,” the RBSD Ileader
opined.

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
(JSD) leader Kazi Aref Ahmed
and Hasanul Haq Inu, in a joint
statement, accused the BEA of
advocating for and ‘collabo-
rating’ with the government.

Supporting the planned
strike, the JSD leaders threat-
ened that they were prepared
to turn the labour movement
into a movement to oust the
present government.

Meanwhile, the strike
callers are planning to meet
the leaders of the mainstréam
political parties with a view to
seeking their support to the
planned shutdown. Such talks
are likely to take place on May
9 or 10.

The deadline set by the
strike callers for the govern-
ment to announce implemen-

tation of the accords expires
May B.

Babu gets balil
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Among the dozen lawyers
who appeared in the court on
behalfl of Babu, Advocate Abdul
Malck and Zillur Rahman were
also present.

The lawyers further argued
that it was alleged that Babu
had threatened to kill Zahir
but no concrete evidence had
been produced before the
court in prool of the allega-
tion.

Moreover, police had sealed
ofl Babu's business offices and
confiscated his property in

Dhaka and Chittagong, thereby
damaging him economically.

"Akhtaruzzaman is a victim
of a conspiracy,” his lawyers
claimed.

Public Prosecutor Abdur Re-
zzak, refuting the defendant’s
lawyers, said “The mastermind
of Zahir's murder was Akhta-
ruzzaman .... This has been
proved in the lower court until
now and the court has issued
warrant for his arrest and
ordered the confiscation of
Babu's personal property.”

"Besides, Fazlur Rahman
Tonmoy, arrested red-handed
after the murder, has con-
fessed to Akhtaruzzaman's in-
volvement in the murder in his
statement made in the court
under Seection 164 of the
Criminal Procedure Code,”
Prosecutor Rezzak said.

The court, after hearing
both sides, granted Babu in-
terim bail.

Humayun Zahir was shot
premises of his
Dhanmondi residence on April
8 morning. His family mem-
bers blamed Akhtaruzzaman
HBabu — a business of
Zahir — for the mu

Meanwhile, a pelk:t source
said that after the bail Babu
went to the Minto Road house
of the Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament Sheikh Hasina.
Pplice was posted on the road
adjacent to the house to kecp
vigil on Babu's movements, the
source added.
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* Members of the World Muslim Council brought out a procession in the city yesterday
demanding an end to the war in Bosnia.

— Star photo

Ghali recommends war crimes
tribunal for former Y’slavia

UNITED NATIONS, May
Secretary General Buutm
Boutros-Ghali Tuesday rec-
ommended setting up an 11-
judge international war crimes
tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia at the Hague,
Netherlands.

The judges would only be
authorized to sentence those
convicted of war crimes lo
prison terms. The UN chief
ruled out' the death penalty as
a sentencing option for the
court, which would be estab-
lished by the Security Council,
according to a report obtained
by AFP.

The war crimes court
would be authorized to
cute anyone responsib i'or
"serfous violations of interna-
tional human rights law"
committed inside the territory
of the former Yugoslavia after
January 1, 1991, according to
the document, which is to be
sent to the Security Council.

The tribunal would operate
with two trial courts, a court
of appeals, a prosecutor and a
records office. A total of 11
indcpendent  judges, with
none sharing the same na-
tionality, would be seated —

three for each of the irial
courts, and five for the appeals
courl.

The justice would be cho-
sen by the UN General
Assembly for four-year terms,
possibly renewable, based on a
list submitted by the Sceurity
Council.

The prosecutor would be
appointed by the Security
Council upon nomination by
the Secretary General,

The international tribunal's
authority would take prece-
dence over that of national
courts. Nonetheless, Boutros-
Ghali said, sentences should
be able to be applied outside
the territory of the former
Yugoslavia.

Several western reports
based on hundreds of wit-
nesses’ accounts have spoken
of serious violations of interna-
tional human rights law and of
the Geneva conventions since
war broke out in the former

Yugoslavia two years ago.

All of the cthiw groups in
the former Yuegoslavia have
been blamed for committing
atrocitics butl the mosl scrious
accusations have becn made

against the Serbs.

The crimes against hurhan-
ity dclailed by Boutros-Ghall
include murder, extermina-
tion, enslavement, deporta-
tion, imprisonment, torture,
rapc and tion on polit-
ical. racial and religious
grounds.

The UN chiel's recommen-
dations mark the first time
since the Second World War
that an international initiative
ultimately could create a war
crimes court.

Meanwhile, Ghali proposed
Tuesday sending a 70,000-
strong force to enforce the

for Bosnia.

The UN chief said in a pre-
Hminary report addressed to
the Security Council that the
command for the military
com nt of the operation
would be entrusted to a group
of countries, "preferably NATO

me ;

Earlier Tuesday, the New
York Times reported that
NATO was planning to send
more than 50,000 peacckeep-
ing troops lo Bosnia, hall of
them American, to cnforce a
peace plan for the former

Yugoslav republic,

PM's call to explore new markets

From Page | Col 4
Textile Abdul Mannan, Comm-
erce Sccretary Nazim Ahmed
Chowdhury, BGMEA President
Mohammad Mosharrafl Hossain
and BGMEA vice president
Fazlul Azim.

The Prime Minister said
her government, which has
declared export as the main
instrument for promoting
economic growth, had been
providing all policy supports
to stre n the private sec-
tor, building infrastructure of a
free market economy and
creating favourable investment
climate to attract foreign in-
vestors.

The Prime Minister said, in
the meantime, had started
producing positive results.

The Prime Minister said
new industri¢s were being sel
up in the Chitlagong Export
Processing Zone and two more
export processing zones were
being built.

"We have great potentials in
the ficld of exports,” Begum
Zia said adding "what we re-
quire now are drive and initia-
tive.” She also assured all sorts
of cooperation and support in
this regard.

The Prime Minister said
that the amazing growth of the
country's garments industries

was praise worthy and
stresscd the need for reducing

dtp:nd:nu on imported fab-

Shl: urged those engaged in
the textile industry to produce
quality fabrics which could be

. utilised in the country's gar-

ments industry.
. All necessary assistance and
support, Begum Zia assured,
would be provided to them for
producing quality fabrics.

The Prime Minister said

‘her government had identified

Delhi bans

From Page 1 Col 7

police station rooftops and se-

curity was stepped up around

mnrketl. government bufld-
ings and ministries, they said.

‘We have naturally ﬂrpped
up security across the ci
said a spokesman from t
New Delhi police de

Bombay police t:hit'.'l'

t Singh Samra tipped
off C that explosfons or
attacks by suicide bombers
could occur in New Delhi as
detectives in the western Y::.
city arrested another blast
suspect overnight.

The suspect was identified
as a close aide of the Memon
brothers, the Muslim under-
world dons who fled India to
avoid a police hunt for them in
connection with the Bombay
bombings.

In March attackers set off
explosions in Bombay's stock
exchange, three city hotels,
two markets and on a bus, in
India's worst terrorist strike.

The serial blasts in
prompted the United States to

issue a travel on the
possibility of attacks in
New Delhi. The official warn-

ing was later withdrawn.

the textiles industry as a
‘thrust sector’ and «d that
increcased usc of local fabrics
in our garments exports would
develop the textile scctor as
well as save foreign exchange.

The Bangladesh textile in
dustry had a world-widc repu
tation, Begum Zia said, adding
"We want to regain our lost
heritage.”

The Prime Minister said
that the lion's share of the
country's export earnings
comes from the garments sub-
sector, which has achieved a

spectacular growth despite
some adverse
She said the nts in-

dustry had created employ-
ment for a large number of
people of whom 85 per cent
are women,

The employment of hun-
dreds of thousands of female
workers has provided them
economic security and sclf-
conflidence.

She said our women had
provided their skill and ability
to work and added that her
government wanted that con-
tribution of the women should
increase in different develop-
ment activities.

The Prime Minisler

pointed out that the Mulli-

Fibre Arrangement [MFA) to
control the garments trade in
the global market and differ-
ent regulations are applied to
this trade from time to time.
Meanwhile some countries,
she said, had imposed restric-
tions on their import which af-

fccted the market for
Bangladesh's garments to
some extent.

The Prime Minister urged
the developed countries to
protect the interests of the
developing nations while tak-
ing decisions within the
greater context of world trade.

Organisers said, Bangladesh
has now emerged as the sev-
enth t supplier of ap-
parel to the United States,
ninth largest to Canada and
the largest supplier of shirts
and T-shirts to the European

They l::u:pm:ed optimism

that the earnings from the ex-
port of readymade nts
would reach the target of
three billion US dollar by the
end of 1995,

The export of garments has
increased 40 per cent from
one billion dollar at the end of
1991 1o 1.4 billion at the end
of 1992, they said.

There are now 1500 gar-
ments manufacturers and ex-
porters in the country.

Our correspondent adds:
More than 200 buyers from
across the world have flocked
to the capital to visit
BATEXPO-93.

Manufacturers and service
industries from India, Pakis-
tan, the Republic of Korea and
Bangladesh have set up stalls
in the exposition organised by
the h Garments Ma-
nufacturers and Exporters As
sociation (BGMEA). There are
57 stalls in the four-day fair.

89 persons jailed under

Anti-terrorism Act so far

The court has awarded 89
persons to imprisonment on
different, terms in 44 cases
under the Anti-Terrorism Act
during the last eight and a halfl
months, Home Ministry sour-

ces sald yesterday, reports
BSS.

The sources said the court
had awarded two persons to
life imprisonment on charges
of murder wunder the Anti-
Terrorism Act while 24 per-
sons received punishments on
different terms on charges of
hijacking during the period. Of
the 24 hijackers, one person
received ten years of impris-
onment, six seven years, six
six years, seven five years,
three three years and another

person one year of imprison-
ment.

The Home Ministry sources
said 24 persons reccived pun-
ishment on various terms on
charges of toll collection, of
them three persons received
ten years imprisonment, one
seven years and sixteen five
years of imprisonment.

Twenty four persons have
been awarded imprisonment
on charges of terrorising and
robing people during the

‘ of imprisonment

same period. Of them one got
14 years of imprisonment, fif-
tcen  ten years and eight five
years of imprisonment.

One was put into fail for five

years on charges of obstruction
of traffic.

Teasing girls costs two per-
sons to six years of imprison-
ment and another two to five
years.

The sources said four per-
sons were awarded six years
and one
seven years on charges of set-
ting fire and damaging public
properties,

Three persons received [if-
teen years of imprisonment,
six ten years and two ol eight
months on charges of in-
dulging in street fights.

The law enforcing agencies
have arrested a total of 1248
s on 483 different cha-
rges under the Anti-Terrorism
Act between September 15,
1992 and May 1, 1993, the
Hlome Ministry sources said.
The law enforcing agencics
have filed a total of 646 cases
out of which 371 were under
trial and 84 were being inves-
tigated.

The court had ordered
dismissal of 68 cases.

US scholar

From | Col B8
However, pointed owut

that South Asia ranks rather
low in US foreign policy priori-
thes.

M Glen Johnson Is a
Professor at Vassar Coliege In
New York. He 1s

now heading the American

Studies Resecarch Centre iIn
Hyderabad, India., on a
Fullbright scholarship.

Iing the no-
tion the US becoming the
preponderent single super
power in a unipolar world, Prof
Johnson said that America still
had weaknesses in its economy
and US foreign policy would be
determined by fts domestic
cconomic priorities.

"President Clinton's per-
sonal attention will be less on
foreign pelicy than on more
pressing domestic issues.”

Turning to Indo-Pak rela-
tions, Johnson said
more and more le inchad-
ing scholars in t United
States are around to
the realistic conclusion that §§
would be wiser for the US pol-
icy ners to accept India
and as nuclear powers
and, therefore, act to defuse
or remove the threat of a nu-
clear war among the hostile
neighbours by turning the fo-
cus of policy towards -
ment of the situation rat
than coercing the two nations
to give up their weapons de-
velopment programmes.

It s more realistic to assist
these countries to develop
better nuclear control mecha-
nisms and better communica-
tion to avert any nuclear catas-
trophe throu misunder-

Prof Johnson added.

Discussing with The Datly
Star staffers the US response
to the Bosnian situation, he
said that America had initially

wanted its Euro allies to
resolve the He, how-
ever, pointed oul thal ft was

still not clear if Clinton's policy
had succeeded since {1 was
not known if the ceasclire
designed to stop the on-going
massacre was holding.
Responding to a question,
Prof Johnson said that the
Clinton administration might
continue the Republican
“supply side” policy on the
drugs issue since a pro-
gramme to reduce the demand
for drugs would be so much

Coliege teachers
“put off strike

Bangladesh Government
College Professors and Lectur-
ers Associations have suspen-
ded their p of absia-
ining from work scheduled
from May 21 te June 7, re-
ports BSS.

A decision to this effect was
taken at a meeting of the lead-
ers of the associations led by
their presidents with Educa-
tion Minister Barrister Jamir-
uddin Sircar held at the confe-
rence room of the Ministry of
Education yesterday.

ME peace talks
to continue
till May 13 .

WASHINGTON, May 5 -
Arab and Israeli negotiators
have agreed to extend Middle
East peace talks in Washington
another week, until May 13,

delcgates said today, reports
AF1,

Buddha Purnima
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Chittagong, three districts of
erstwhile Chittagong Hill
Tracts, Cox's Bazar, Comilla,
Noakhali and Patuakhali will
celebrate the festival through
day-long programmes begin-
ning with 'prabhat ferl’, the
barefoot march in the dawn,
Prayers, Buddha Puja,
Panchashil, offering to monks,
religious meelings and illumi-
nation in the evening are the
other highlights of the day.

In Dhaka, the festival will be
celebrated at Drammarajtka
Vihara at Kamalapur, Interna-
tional Monastery at Merul

Badda and Shakyamuni Vihar

at Mirpur.

Bangladesh Buddhist Feder-
ation has a discussion
at the International Monastery
at 4 pm in addition to other
traditional functions. Eminent
Buddhist monk Buddharakkhit
Mahather and Buddhist scholar
Dr Rashtrapal Mahather from
Iindia will attend the discus-
sion as the chief and s
guests respectively. Bangml
Shilalankar Mahather will be in
the chair.

A ‘'shanti shobhajatra’

(peace procession) will also be
brought out in the morning

under the auspices of the fed-
cration.

Dhammarajika Buddhist
Monastery has organised sep-
arate functions at its centre at
Kamalapur. Home Minister
Abdul Matin Chowdhury will

sititend its afternoon as
the chief est. Vishudd-
hananda thero will chair
the function.

Parbatya Bouddha San
and Bangladesh Bouddha
Krishti Prochar Sangha have

also chalked out elaborate
programme.
Prayers will be offered to

Lord Buddha in all Buddhist
homes after which birds and
pet animals will be given a
share of food from the sncmd

| platter.
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rocket attack Wednesday, the state run Kabul
Wednesday. The broadcast, which could not

fully because of poor reception, said the rockets were

Radio said late
be monitored

fred

from the south of the capital. It was not clear how many
rockets were fired or whether the attack caused any

casualties. Al
designate Gu

President Burhanuddin Rabbani, Premder-
in Hekmatyar

and other eaders are

currently in the Afghan city of Jalalabad for talks atmed at

=

a consensus government under the March 7
ad peace accord, reports AFP.

Hiroshi Nakajima
reelected as WHO DG

GENEVA, May 5: Hiroshi Nakajima

was re-clected as

Director General of the World Health Organisation today
despite p-rrlhtrnl charges of financial irregularities involving

senior members ol
mandate by

the UN body. He was
a vote of 93 to 57 Nakajima was the only

candidate for the post in a closed door vote after the
executive council in January recommended his mandate

reviewed, reporis AFP

Premadasa's funeral
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chance. All dignitaries will be
provided maximum security.
We have deployed heavily-
armed soldiers and comman-
dos for their protection,” a
Defence official said.

“There is a sinister cam-
paign being launched by inter-
ested parties to create panic in
the city .... there will be at-
tempts to provoke innocent
people to violence,” Minister
of Housing Sirisena Cooray said
in a statement.

Cooray did not say who was
orchestrating the unrest, but
police have warned of possible
further Tiger suicide attacks.

"World leaders will be with
us in this hour of grief. It is our
duty to conduct ourselves in a
manner appropriate to the oc-
casion,” Cooray said urging res-
fdents not to heed 'scare sto-
ries.

Bangladesh Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia and
Pakistan's premier Mir Balkh
Sher Mazari will top the list of
foreign dignitaries, while US
President Bill Clinton will be
represented by his Commerce
Secretary Ronald Brown.

Former Japanese Prime

Sanjay Dutt
granted bail

BOMBAY, May 5: Indian
movie star Sanjay Dutt won bail
day aflter ng 17 days in
tndnjrm. dmmh he was
vilified as a criminal, for buying
an fillegal weapon from sus-
cts in the March serial
mbings here, reports AFP.
The 32- -old actor, ac-
cused of links to ters
who carried out the March 12
blasts which left some 300
people dead, was asked to pay

100,000 rupees surety by the

Wlm:t held up

the progress of a dozen movies
he is starring in and caused
about 25 million dollars in
losses to their produces, was
asked by the judges to report
every Monday to Bombay police
for four weeks.

lle was also asked not to
leave the country without in-

forming the police.
Sindh by-polls
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elections along with the PDA

of former premier Benazir

Bhutto.

The PDA has become part
of the caretaker government
set up after President Ghulam
Ishag Khan dismissed former
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's
government on April 18.

In Karachi's 13 seats the
MQM-Hagigi is likely to win by
a landslide because of the very
low turn out.

The lack of voters response
was linked to.fears of clashes
following a boycott call given
by the MQM to protest the
killing of its chairman by un-
known assailants here Satur-
canwﬂer. PDA candidates
were expected to face tough
competition in the remaining
seven seats being contested
in other parts of Sindh
province, where the conserva-
tive Pakistan Muslim League
was also in'the arena.

In Multan, deposed pre-
mier Nawaz Sharil said Tues-
day Pakistan and President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan could not
co-exist.

‘The President must quit,’
Sharif told reporters abroad a
train during a 330 kilometre
(200 mile) journey as part of
his current campaign against
the 78-year-old head of siate
who dismissed him last
month.

‘Pakistan's 120 million

people have rejected the in-

‘riguer,’ the former premfer
said, adding ‘his continuation
in office would harm national

interests.’

Heavy police contingents

/ were present at 15 stations en

route. Plain-clothed security
rsonnel were seen snatch-
ing placards and stopping
people from coming close as
Sharil appeared at his com-
partment window to address
them.

Minister Toshiki Kaifu, who
visited Shri Lanka in May

1990, will also attend.
Ibrahim Hussain Zaki,
-General of the South
Asian Assoctation for Reglonal
tien (SAARC), will at-
tend the funeral with his com-
triot Ahmed Zaki, the Spea-

r of Maldives

Indian wvice- it KR

said sendor and offi-
cials from Australia, Canada,
China, Indonesia, Malaysia,

Norway, PLO, South Korea and
Thalland have also

their participation.
Related Story on Page 5
PM inaugurates

programme at
Shilpakala

Academy Saturday

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will inaugurate a
four-day programme at
Shilpakala Academy in the cap-
ftal on May 8 (Saturday) at 7:30
pm, on the oceasion of
Tagore’s birth , said
an official announcement
Wednesday night, reports
UNB.

Radie Bangladesh Dhaka
will broadcast the inaugural
function from Shilpakala

. The regional stations
lntludln; Comilla and
Thakurgaon will relay the pro-
gramme simultancously.

Food deficit
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South Asia and sub-Saharan
Alfrica by the time if immediate
steps were not taken to raise
food production in those re-

Developing countries pro-
duce three to four times as
much food now as they did in
1960, Andersen said, adding

that the population growth
had, however, outstri
production in two-thirds of
116 g countries.

Massive hunger could be
averted if fertiliser and pesti-
cide were made available to
farmers in developing coun-
tries at prices they can afford,
a press release issued by the
United States Information
Service (USIS) in Dhaka said
yesterday. quoting Pinstrup-
Andersen.

He, humr that
a short-term should in-
clude building roads from

farm areas to market towns
and cities for allowing . farmers

_}_ptmnbett:rprlncbrth:lr

crops.
" He also suggested for pro-
moting new investments in

agricultural research in the
developing countries.

Transit link
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India hoped, he said, that
during the tenure of the
Bangladesh Prime Minister as
the chairperson of SAARC, the
regional forum would be able
to achieve a lot,

On economic relations,
Bhatia said that withdrawal of
quota and tarifl restrictions on,
the import of Jamdani sarees
showed his country’'s desire te.
be "helpful.’

The Indian minister said
that there were some other
fdeas which could be dis-
cussed by the Joint Economic
Commission. He suggested
that the members of the
chambers of commerce and
businessmen in the two coun-
trics should more re:;‘u:nﬂy
exchange visits and that in-
creased interaction should be
encouraged.

Describing the signing of
the SAPTA as a big achieve-

ment for further strengthen-
ing relations between the

SAARC countrics he said that
compared to the ASEAN coun-
tries, the South Asian region
was lagging behind,

Bangladesh High Commissi-
oner o India Farooq Sobhan
and the Indian High Commi-
ssioner to Bangladesh K Rag-
hunath, along with the me-
mbers of the Bangladesh min-
ister's delegation were
present.



