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Sudanese Oppose President-parliament political conﬂiCt_ M

Sharia law :

Russian army to remain neutral

government and rebel dele-
gates both ted a compro-
mise pro by Nigerian me-
diators on imposing strict
Islamic Sharia Law in Sunday,
but peace talks will continue,
negotiators said Tuesday, re-
ports AFP,

The Sundan Peoples
Liberation Army (SPLA), fight-

tween a state and individuals
to be derive from a religion,”
SPLA delegation spokesman

Nhinal Deng Nhial declared.
"We want Sharla to be a

personal law, which Muslims
would submit to voluntarily,
and not a state law. In other
words, we want a return to the
pre- 1983 situation, before the
government imposed Sharia”,

MOSCOW, May 5: Defence
Minister Pavel Grachev reft-
erated today that the army
would remain neutral in the
political conflict between the
president and conservative
dominated parliament, reports
AFP,

Speaking before a group of
Soviet army veterans, Grachev
safd it would be

Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin
saild, May Day rioting in
Moscow was a deliberate bid
by a "communist minority” to
derail Russia from reform.

Further attempts to drag
the populace into provocation
and acts of violence would be
firmly countered, he said,

The unrest on Satitrday had
been “an open and direct at-

form press published pho-
tographs of demonstrators
chairing police lines,

Deputies of the National
Salvation Front which staged
the original demonstration for
their part complained of the
use of violence by the authori-
ties against a “peaceful
demonstration.”

In conservative paper and

Yeltsin's most radical advisers,
Mikhail Poltoranin, attacked
the “political axis” uncovered
by the May Day events, com-
prising the conservative par-
liament, the failed coupmak-
ers of August 1991, and what
he called “"communist-fas-

cists.”
Hﬁltumnm said Parliamen-
tary Speaker Ruslan

L ) L K »

Pope’s memorabilia available

DENVER: All sorts of pope memorabilia will be il
during the pontifT's visit this summer, but don't :::c;hl:
plcc; of the mt:dnd he walks on, reports AP.

guy wanted to walk behind the Holy Father and scoo

the dirt he'd walked on and sell “Iy" '‘ground the ;I:uupg
walked on. We licensing souvenirs for the World Youth Day
conference.

There will be pope mugs, water bottles, T-shirts. blanket
Jackets, parkas, sunglasses, sunscreen, socks, scarves. hat.:..
sweat pants, fanny packs, backpacks, umbrellas, tins of choco-

ing for a secular Sudan, turned he !ﬂi’&dm "inadmissible” to drag the t t d ] . Khasbulatov, Yeltsin's sworn lates and . 5
t year, the SPLA in _ empt by an extremist an parliament's publication s periscopes called "Pope Scopes,
down the N su tion the mainly animist and l;ﬂuuil.n a.mzrﬂ!ntn sciting po- communist minority to divert Rossiskaya Gazeta, llya ;n;m;;?nuid r!l'.‘:nli]n'I= alnn: Prices will range from dirs 1 for decals to dirs 1,000 for a

that Sharia should not be ap-
plied to hundreds of thousands
of Southerners Hving in the

Muslim north for an unspcci-
fied perfod.

SPLA delegates said, how-
ever, that Sharia, which has

Christian south has been bat-
tling successive Khartoum
regimes, at a cost of hundreds
of thousands of lives. Relief
agencies say more than two
million people in the south

ital later

fat:tﬁmlnc.
The government

spokesman, Planning Minister
Ali Al-Haj Mohammad, de-
clared: "our compromise to
the SPLA is that we shall not
make Islam the religion of the
state of Sundan.”

the main sticking point in the
talks, should still be on the
agenda when negotiations re-
sume here in the Nigerian cap-

"We do not want a law thal
governs the relationship be-

BRIy

11 killed in Taiwan fire: a amiy of

eleven died yesterday when a pre-dawn fire ripped thnug
their hnulcr;:: the northern '?‘llm city of Taoyuan,
kilometers (24.8 miles) southwest of Taipei, police said, AFP
reports from Taipei.

The 11 members of the Chang family were sleeping when
the blaze started on the ground of their two-story build-
ing at 4:01 am (2001 GMT Tuesday).

Fire engines were rushed to the scene and the blaze was
extinguished within an hour.

All 11 victims died from inhaling smoke, police said.

French tourist dies in Thailand:

A French tourist died of a drug overdose in northern
Thailand, local police said yesterday, AFP reports from

I;ﬁ man, who could not be immediately identified, died
Tuesday in a hospital in Chiangmai, some 700 kilometres
(430 miles) north of Bangkok, said police contacted by tele-
phone,

He had been admitted to hospital after an overdose of

heroin, they said.

Bad liwr claims 7 in China: s

liquor made ly from methyl alcohol killed seven people,
blinded five and five others, an official report said
Wednesday, AP reports from Beffing.

Tests showed the liquor contained 800 to 1,000 times
more methyl alcohol than {s standard, the China Daily said.
mthﬂ alcohol is used as an antifreeze, a general solvent and

The methyl alcohol came from tweo watchmen at the
Jiamusi{ Chemical Pharmaceutical Factory, who stole it from
the plant and sold it to farmers making bootleg liquor, the

“The political struggle
must be carried out within the
constitutional and legal
framework without having to
rely on security forces, espe-
clally the army,” he said.
~ Grachev has becn a loyal
supporter of Yeltsin in the lat-
ter's struggle with his hard-
line foes.

Meanwhile, President Boris
Yeltsin Tuesday in a joint
stalement issued with Prime

Russia from the peaceful path
of reforms,” Yeltsin said.

Moscow's
Chiel Vitaly Keiko said the
clashes between communist
demonstrators and security
forces which left hundreds of
wounded was organised by na-
tionalist soldiers who also
joined in.

Tuesday's papers, the first
to appear since the street
fighting commented at length
on the spectacle. The pro-re-

Special Forces

Konstantinov, Mikhail Astafiev
and Vladimir Issakov asserted
that the authorities had
mounted a "deliberate provo-
cation” to pave the way for the
introduction of emergency
measurces.
The trio urged Russians (o
turn out again next Sunday to
mark the anniversary of the
World War II victory over

Hitler's Germany.

in the government journal

Rossiskiye Vesti, one of

Rutskoi who has moved openly
into opposition to Yeltsin, and

Central Bank Governor Victor
Gerashchenko, who opposes

"b"‘lﬁl: rrﬁ[ﬂfﬂ“br the road civil
union, which kept a low pro-
file during Ycltsin's successiul
April referendum on who
should rule Russia, broke its
silence Tuesday in the news-
paper Rabochnaya Tribuna to
urge Yeltsin to “convert and

not conquer.”
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Mourners file past poster

LTTE

COLOMBO, May 5: Tamil
Tiger guerillas who have been
accused of assassinating Presi-
dent Ranasinghe Premadasa
were mourning the death of
the Shri Lankan leader,
military and Tamil sources

here said today, reports AFP.
The separatists Liberatio

| of slain
Presidential Palace in Colombo where Premadasa’s body lies in state.

President Ranasinghe

ourns Premadasa's dea

LTTE which has highly dedi-

- cated cadres who would rather

die than be captured alive.

The LTTE had denied in-
volvement {in bombing
Premadasa and 23 others
along with him and in turn
blamed his political rivals from
the majority Sinhalese com-

madasa Tuesday nuida the
— AFP/UNB photo .

Pre

By Monday, shops were
open, offices were busy, and.
the normal beat of the city
went on.

So did the war in the north
and east of the country against
Tamil Tiger rebels, who have
been blamed by the govern-

ment for the assassination.

Trial of 58
Algerians begins

ALGIERS, May 5: The trtal
opens today of 58 people ac-

cused of involvement In a

bomb attack which killed nine
I:m:;pr and kf:l;zsl injured
ast August at airport,
judicial sources said, reports
AFP,

The government blamed
the attack on Islamic funda-
mentalists.

The defendants, 26 of
whom are still being sought,
will be tried I:ciur:!n special
court in rs.

The charges also include
two other bomb attacks tar-
geting the offices of Air France
and Swissair neither of which
caused casualties.

The alleged ring leader,

Hocine Abderrahim is a former

senior aide of Abassi Madani,
the leader of the banned
Islamic Salvation Front.

commemorative gold coin.

Pope John Paul Il ts scheduled to be in Denver August 12-

15 for the conference. Souvenirs will sale be
June, Lemke said. S e

She wants to divorce her biologi-

from a low-ranking caste who
had risen through labour
unions. In his four years in of-
fice, he provided housing and
food for the poor.

Premadasa's death leaves a
vacuum in the governing party.
But the removal of a man
much loved by his supporters

SARASOTA, Fla: A switched-at-birth teenager at the centre
of a tug-of-war between two families is seeking to “divorce”
her biological parents, reports AP.

Kimberly Mays, 14, wants to terminate Ernest and Regina

Twigg's

parental rights because she is living happily with

Robert Mays, said her lawyer, George Russ.
"She doesn't need another family,” Russ said. "She doesn't

want another family.”
The court papers

were filed Tuesday.

Kimberly was born in 1978 at a hospital in Wauchula. A

still-unexplained baby s

wap sent her home with the wrong

parents. A decade later, genectic tests revealed the error

Arlena, the

girl raised by the Twiggs, died of a heart defect in
1988. Since then, the two families have fou

ght over Kimberly.

The petition says Kimberly has a "close, loving and nurtur-
ing parent-child relationship” with Mays, a widower who re-

"Kimberly does not love the Twiggs,” the petition says.
"The Twiggs are percetved by Kimberly to be unwelcome in-

truders into her private life."

Homosexuals no less able
to control sexual urges

WASHINGTON: Homosexuals are no less able to control
their sexual urges than heterosexuals, according to psycholog:
ical research prompted by the prospect of lifting the mili:

tary's ban of gays, reports AP.
"Levels of sexual drive and

frequency of sexual activity

are not related to sexual orientation,” Gregory M Herek says
in an article in American Psychologist, the journal of the
American Psychology Association.

Herek used that finding to make an argument for removing

the directive that bars open ho

military.

mosexuals from joining the

Another social scientist, Charles Moskos of Northwestern
University, concluded from the same finding that the ban

should not be lifted.

Moskos agreed that homosexuals are neither more nor less
likely to control their sexual urges, but added: "And that s why

we don’'t mix men and women together. It is as silly to say

that gays are constantly

on the make as it is to say they are

never on the make. Both can control it. and sometimes both

can't.”

Herek cited a number of studies that "do not indicate that

lesbians and

gay men are more likely than heterosexuals to

possess any psychological characteristics that would make

them less capable of controlling

their sexual or romantic

urges, of refraining from the abuse of power, of obeying rules

report said, - Tigers of Tamtl Eclam (LTTE)  muhity. The widely feared violent and mueh reviled by his ene-
Malaysian Defence Minister in Iran; | P2t ¥hite flags to express el WG, i FENCIOn Ever PreTfiine Wik UM 1ol poltesl me fn’:g:;‘:,'}u“j!”m“!mm g sitenncly e i T anol s
S, et R + ; over Satu s suicideé”  logie with the LTTE in April  death never materialized. It  sions and give greater stability v
Pm!i: tnAll Akg “ r;l:ter Najib Tun Razak met Iranian bing of Premadasa at a 1989 but the peace talks were could still happen on to the government, said one lAn for n ’
i it e ta hnml‘ ﬂ‘liu:llfl-lnjllﬂ in Tehran Tuesday to | May Day rally here. military of-  aborted when the guerillas Thursday, when his body is  Western diplomat. e:ve an eye
"p  ties, the official news agency IRNA said, | ficials said. suddenly pulled out 14 carried through the eity to a The war against the seces- NEW YORK: Sheik Omar Abdel-Rahman, using the United

AFP reports from Tehran.
I It did not specify when the Malaysian Minister arrtved in
ran.

in April, Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammad made a first

visit to Iran by a Malaysian premier. He was accompanied by
several ministers and around 50 businessmen.

Carter to monitor Parggamy poll:

Former US President Jimmy Carter s to

observers mnttnﬂng\:arqu.f- presidential election on

Sunday, officials said sday, AFP reports from Washington.
Carter was asked by all three presidential candidates to

help monftor the poll the National Democratic Institute for
Intemational Allairs said,

3 Palestinians shot dead in Gaza:

Three Palestinlans were shot dead in the Gaza Strip on
Tuesday and 45 were wounded including a child later
pronounced clinically dead, AFP from Gaza City.
Another Palestintan died on I: West Bank of

wounds incurred last week, bringing the total ﬂdnm
political violence to eight in the past 24 hours, the highest
toll since [srael sealed off the occupted terrftories at the end
of March, Arab sources said.

They said residents in the
LTTE-controlled areas of the
island's north had been en-
couraged the Tigers tc
hoist white as a sign of
respect for the slain presi-
dent.

"People travelling from the
north say that white flags have
been ordered by the Tigers,” a
Tamil source here said.

The Shri Lankan police
have said that the suspected
suicide attacker had a cyanide
capsule, a trade mark of the

months later to resume their
violent s for an inde-
pendent homeland.
Meanwhile, AP adds: After a
decade of civil war, Shri

Lankans have become inured
to bloedshed.

When President Ranasinghe
Premadasa was assassinated by
a suicide bomber on Saturday,
hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple mourned his death. Some
celebrated it, and set of fire.
crackers in joy.

funeral pyre and cremation.

But if there {8 no violence,
and if his party remains in
power as expected, Shri Lanka
may emerge hardly changed by
their leader's death.

In some ways, life may im-
prove.

Premadasa was a
authoritarian leader accused
by international human rights
groups of using hit squads to
put down opposition.

But Premadasa also was a
man of the common people

NEW DELHI, May 5: The
Rajiv Gandhi assassination trial
opened in a special court in

-Rajiv killing trial o

He said the slaying had
been plotied and "transposed
from the realm of fiction to re

sionist Tamils, which has set-
tled into a static campaign, is
unlikely to shift course.

More than 18,000 people
have been killed in northern
and eastern Shri Lanka, in-
cluding many civilians, since
the Tamil war for an indepen-
dent homeland began in 1983,

Thousands more died when
the government crushed a
right-wing radical movement
in the southern and central
parts of the country in the late
1980s.

— e

pected to be activists or sym
pathiscrs of the guerilla group
have been arrested and

pens

One-day ultimatum
to free Spanish
priest

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines,
May 5: The military chiefl said

States as a base, has delivered his fundamentalist message in
tapes, a book and television interviews, reports AP.

An

eye for an eye, and a dead man for a dead man," he

said in one underground tape. "You, Muslim youth, should

declare a fierce war

against the pharachs of Egypt and its sin-

ners. ... They are dying and falling at your feet like dirty flics”

In Egypt, his followers have translated his words into ac
tion. They have attacked police, Coptic, Christians and
tourisis in escalating unrest that has killed about 140 people
and wounded 250 since the beginning of 1992

In the United States, Arab immigrants who attended his
sermons in New Jersey have been charged in the February 26
bombing of the World Trade Center that killed six people and

wounded more than 1,000.

Gunmen kill 4
black policemen

Msﬂ;-nlli meets WEtl‘lamese FM: southern India today, almost ality" by LTTE suprcmo charged with involvement in :J;dnnday he is ng h':_usllm

Iranian t Ali Akbar Hashemi Raf on two years after the former Velupillai Prabhakaran, who s the assassination. Prabhakaran s MFI:H n’:“t a{ t;' mh! SOWETO, South Africa, May with AK-47 assault rifles, po

metl Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Manh Cam and said Prime Minister was slain by a  Jeading the bloody fight for an  has been declared a fugitive. r?d.n i : ?nrt tt 5: Four black policemen were lice Maj. Herman Oosthuysen

both countries should help each other with post-war woman suicide-bomber, re- independent Tamil homeland Judge Siddick posted the :“:!: []F;ivernnwn cdn;:l:’ ': killed and six o rs wounded said.

reconstruction, AFP reports from Tehran. ports AFP. in Shri Lanka's northeast " next hearing for May 12 after | ':“ hPr iy i cout. Wednesday when their truck “We found at least 30 AK-47
Cam, the first Vietnamese Foreign Minister to visit lran The trial in a court Twenty-six people sus hearing the prosecution's case, PO : was ambushed by gunmen in  cartridges at the scene,’ said

since the 1979 Islamic revolution, promised his country

set up inside the high-security

11 said

Gen Lisandro Abadia, the

Soweto, the black township

Oosthuysen, noting that one of

"would take serious steps to expand economic and other ties Poonamallee Jail near Madras Gandhi was prime minister | armed outside Johannesburg, reports the injured was a policewoman
with lran, the official Iranian news agency IRNA said. city, capital of Tamil Nadu from 1084 to rgng, In mid: fokis mfﬁ::; 'i:llt:til::r: ::": AP. in serfous condition. There
Cam. accompanied by a high ranking de _ also met | state, the Press Trust of India 1987 he sent thousands of | encircled the area on Basilan Police also reported vio- was a lot of shooting.”
irandan Agriculture Minister Issa Kalantari to discuss agricul- (PT1) reported. Indian troops to Shri Lanka | |gland where the Rev Bernardo | lence in several black areas Police immediately laun-
tural cooperation in "food-processing industries, fisheries and Prosecutor P under an accord with Colombo | Blanco was believed bein near Johannesburg, and it ap- ched a ground and air search
jorestry * according to Irna. Ehlfﬂj in H mt;:: aimed at ending the Tamil held £ peared the region was experi- in Soweto, a sprawling city
before Judge Siddick w tist cam offerin ' fresh wave with some 3 million black
4 skull dealers held i.n Nepa]-: Four Shri Lanka's Liberation m. rE::r gum:-_::i: h?[ﬁr [h: Eﬂ'—'“’l‘ = S WAt residents.
£ y "We are not giving them any | Students began protesting in
people have been arrested for smu 22 human skulls | of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) had Tamils, chance (to escape),” Abadia | many s . which

into Nepal with the intention of selling them to curio dealers,
a police source said Tuesday, AFP reports from Kathmandu.

plotted and carrted out the
May 21, 199] slaying. PT! said.

The troops ended up fight-
ing a bloedy bush war against

said.
Basilan 1s just south of this

apparently sparked several of
the confrontations.

No one claimed responsi-
bility, but black miilitants regu

!_d“' Wﬂ;hﬂlﬂ the skulls inside a vegetable basket Gandhf's assassination by a the LTTE after the guerillas | port city and about 880 kilo- In Soweto, a truck packed larly attack police. Last year,
arrived at checkpost the only entry point to woman who had strapped ex- ,;i AR 4 repudiated the accord, refused meters (550 miles) south of | with 14 black police was tak- 226 officers were killed, the
the Kathmandu valley from other parts of the country, in a bus | plosives to her body and delo i e, e L ;%1 to lay down arms and retreated | Manidla ing the officers to their posts  highest total ever. Blacks, who
from Gaur, a village |36 kilometers (85 miles) south of here. nated them at a Tamil Nadu 15 & = = ° =, into the jungles. The Indian Abadia said military action | just before 6 am (0400 GMT) make up about half the South
’ Police identified the skull dealers as Nanak DIIT. 23, Mahan | clection rally was described by % ff R R ; I soldiers returned home in | was approved after negotia- when the vehicle stopped at a  African police, account for the
adav 22, T | Yadav, 32, and Mahendra Yadav, 8, a/! of Rauthat the attorney as “devilishly be B RS e e TR T 1990 after Gandhi had lost tions for Blanco's freedom | traffic light. It was surrounded majority of those killed in re
district, 140 kilometres (87 miles) south of Kathm ndu. unigue.” Rajiv Gandhi power bogged down. by gunmen who opened fire cent years.

Queen in Hungary

Consensus among Cambodian factions not eas

®
to establish peace and &X

Turkish PM

- BEIING, May 5: The top  sentatives of the Hun Sen gov-  gesting the Communist group confirms
BUDAPEST, May 5 Queen decades of Communist rule United Nations offlicial in ernment in Phnom Penh are is resorting lo increasingly macy. :
Elizabeth Il decried the vio- that ended in 1989 Pak-US naval Cambodia said Wednesday it expected to attend. Sthanouk's  bloody means to undermine On Tuesday, Sthanouk is-* candldacy
"We have walched as the will be diflicuilt for the war hnmmllrr will represent the the clections. sued a statement condemning

lence convulsing Bosnia and
lold Hungarian legislators

Wednesday that Britain wants
to play an active role in restor-

hope of a better world in 1945
was dashed by the darkness of
the fron curtain and as the

exercise ends

KARACHI, May 5: Pakistan
Navy ships today concluded
joint maneuvers with United
States warships, including a

torn nation's four rival factions
to resolve their differences
over this months planned
elections, reports AP,

"It will not be easy to
achieve any kind of consensus

prince's group

The Khmer Rouge has nol
formally said it would attend,
but Akashi said he believed
Khieu Samphan, head of the

Communist group, was com

Reporters asked Akashi
whether the Khmer Rouge
violence might jeopardize the
elections

Akashi said the UN mission
sUill intends to do everything

the resurgence of factional
warfare and warning that the
nation's very existence is al
stake.

"Our Cambodia will not sur-
vive unless my armed compa

ANKARA, May 8: Turkish
Prime Minister Suleyman
Demirel officially confirmed
his candidacy Tuesday for up-
coming Presidential Elections,
representing the right wing
True Path Party, reports AFP

collapse of the old order is a  she sald nuclear submarine, In the .y}, ihese four parties holding  ing ssible .. to hold clections  triots agree to reconcile their .
terrible reminder of man's ca- Arabien Sea off this southern positions whlchp:‘r'tr quite [a:‘ The Khmer Rouge is boy E::I:th are acceptable by inter differences and achieve a nﬁ:’:i‘ﬁ"ﬁ:?;;:‘;;:
pacity for inhu o man. You hawe relit the Name | ®Kistani port city, an official apart”, sald Yusushi Akashi, cotting the May 23 28 clec national standards and which complete peace among them,’ parlamentary group, followed
Through the Uni Nations and it shines all the more here said, reports AFP. head of the UN peacekeeping tions. claiming they are rigged (fulfil) the standards of human  Sthanouk said. a meeting Sunday St Goah
and the Community, brightly because of the sacri The joint naval emercs mission in Cambodia. in favour of the Vietnamese ts and political freedom.” The prince formerly led tion partner Erdal Innou,
Britain is secking with others fices made for #t. Hungary has hich hjo|| > sa 8 EI :‘ Cambodia's reconciliation installed government in Akashi spoke to repgriers one of the four rival [actions leniker of the dentre jefl. Social
to restore peace and bring proved a ., mot just vwilved waderonies ﬂt::;thn leader, Prince Norodom Stiha Phnom Penh. aflter a 3 1/2-hour meeting and s chairman of the Democratic Populist Party
humanitarian aid to the former  of freedom. but of the peaceful and live firing, satd the offictal nouk, invited Akashi and the On Tuesday, Khmer Ruge with Sihanouk at his residence Supreme National Council, (SDPP). at which Ononu
ugosiavia,” she said. read to inde and | o Inter-Service Public four factions to meet in Hﬂ]l:f guerillas ambushed a convoy in Beijing. The prince is un- intended to be a reconciliation | oo pll o B Davidred's
the democracy,” sald the Queen Relations (ISPR). to discuss the deterioration carrying eclection workers, dergoing medical treatment in  body. candidacy
Addressing nation In &  wearing a duy_::l dress and the situation in Cambodia as killing a Japancse peace the Chinese capital. He s not running in the The SDPP's continued sup
e P "I“"_h hu'“"n maiching wide brimmed hat The US flotilla & the nation prepares for ils keeper and wounding at least Akashl sald Sihanouk elections and does not plan to port depends on Demirel
o Ihm'r:-:. The address was one of few r, & nuclear rine first free celections in decades elght others. ‘apologized for the vielence by return home for them. DPut maintaining the right-left
i '.!‘ g thetr n-;t occasions when the Queen |and an ofl tanker The Pakistan  under a 1991 peace accord. The attack came a day alter  his compatriots against all Akashi said Sthanouk refter- | ooipn of elected, accordin
LR spoke before a foreign national | navy's two destroyers took pan Son Sann, head of a non-  a major Khmer Rouge assault these people who are in ated his support for the UN S ollbocials tn the thl_ﬂ

in the exercise, he said.

communist group, and repre-

on a provincial capital, sug-

Cambodia to help the country

sponsorcd elections.

press.




