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ROME, May 4:
Gabriela Sﬂhltlnl
began delence of
her Italian Open
women's tennis
title Tuesday
with a 6-0, 6-2
rout of Dutch qualifier Claire
Wegink, reports AP.

The No 3 seed f[rom
Argentina needed only 58
minutes to dispose of Wegink,
ranked 158th in the world.

Sabatini, who has won the

Italian Open four times, came

into Rome without a tourna-
ment victory this year, and is
battling her longest dry spell
since 1986.

But her precise ground
strokes, hit with heavy top
spin and bouncing high on
the red clay courts, and deft
lobs proved too much for
Wegink.

“The Roman '’ people bring
me luck,” Sabatini said after
receiving steady encourage-
ment from the centre court
crowd.

Sabatini said she wasn't
worried about her winless
streak. "I'm in F)DOd shape.”

Another utchwoman,
Brenda Schultz, had better
luck, defeating the No 14
seed, Zina Garrison-Jackson of
the United States, 6-4, 6-2.

Italian entries were hoping
for some luck, too.

Silvia Farina's victory over
American Lori McNeil Monday
didn’t set off a soccer-style
roar at the Foro [talico, but
more a sigh of reliel.

A home player had made it
into the second round of the
Italian Open. .

it has been eight years

since an Italian woman won
the clay court classic, and that

1993

was when the tournament was
exiled to Taranto in southern
Italy because of poor atten-
dance. Before that,

Itallan woman to win was in
1950,

ABRIEL L SABATINI

Now the fans are back and
so are the big names on the
tour, so ltalian fans are keep-
ing their hopes in check.

“The state of our tennis is
such that reaching the third
round should be considered a
success. Sad, but true,” said
tennis commentator Rino
Tommasi in La Gazzetta dello
Sport, Italy’'s leading sports
daily.

But Farina's 5-7, 6-2, 6-2

the last

Sabatini races to Round 2

win over the 13th-seeded
McNeil was not the only suc-
cess for the home colours in
the opening round Monday.

Elena Savoldf got through
— beating another [talian.

And Francesca Bentivoglio
advanced, defeating Manon
Bollegral of the Netherlands
in straight sets.

Not' exactly big names on
the tennis circuit, but getting
three players through was
secen as a success for the
Itallan women,

Tennis experts have
blamed past faflures on poor
organization, a lack of qualified
coaches and trainers and
players who don't give their

In her victory news confer-
ence, Farina said Italy needed
an “American model® to en-
sure that players can reach
their potentials,

Beating a seed, said Farina,
*should give me the confi-

dence to obtain better re-
sults.”

Onc tennis commentator,
at least, wasn't so down on
her fellow women. "At least
they do better than the Italian
men,” said Lea Pericoli, a
former [talian champion.

No Italian man has won at
the Foro Italico since Adriano
Panatta accomplished the feat
in 1976, the year he also won
the French Open, a Grand
Slam event . also played on
clay.

In one surprise in opening
play, Iva Majoli, a 15-year-old
from Croatia, upset the 10th
secd, Nathalie Tauziat of
France. The lournament’s top
sccd, Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario
of Spain, is not scheduled to

play until Wednesday. |

DENVER, May 4:
-Monica Seles,

stabbed in the

back by a spec-

tator during a
tennis  tourna-
ment in Germany, .received a
preliminary evaluation on her
wound by therapists in Vail,
according to a newspaper re-
port, reports AP.

The Vail (Colo) Daily said
sources close to the Steadman
Hawkins Clinic at Vail Valley
Medical Center confirmed that
two therapists made the eval-
uation Monday in the tennis
star's hotel room. | .wiinai

;; Seles was treated at. the
Steadman clinic for a stress
fracture of heér leg in 1991,

The clinic has a history of

very tight security for its big-

Bad losers

HARARE, May 4: Croatia's
Goran Ivanisevic and Goran
Prpic, have been accused of
wrecking their ng room
after losing the doubles match
in last weekend's Davis Cup tie
here against Zimbabwe, re-
ports AFP,

The incident allegedly oc-
curred after Sunday’'s match in
the Euro-African zone Group
One second round tie.

council

official

Tennis
Zimbabwe president

formed and would inves
The allegations were
though by Sadan Ivanisevic,

Association of

plsongion,

name sports patients, protect-
ing them [rom the media, and
traditionally issuing a news re-

lease after the star's departure
The world’s No 1 woman
player was attacked Fridaydur-

Seles knows now
what death is
HAMBURG, May 4: Monica

Seles has said the knife attack

on her last week was so unreal

she thought she had died, re-
ports AFP,

The 19-year-old Yugoslav
world number o ho was
flown home to Mc& in a
private fet on Sunday, de-
scribed events during the
Hamburg tennis tournament
last Friday.

"In the first moment |
didn't realise what had hap-
pened, | couldn’t breathe,”
Seles told the German news-
paper Bild.

“The pain came wh
someone pressed their hl$
on my back. It was like a fog,
somehow unreal, and 1|
thought maybe | would die.”

“I was lucky because |
went down a little . to reach
my towel when the knife hit
me. If not, | could have been
dead, or it could have dam-
aged my spine.”

"Everything is so close lo-
gether, even life and death. |
thought about it before, but
now | know what death is.”

Scles’ mother Esther was
oflen in lears over the weck-
end, but was grateful the inci-
dent did not end in tragedy,

1 pra o god that he lefl
us our daughter,” she said. *
wish | could [ace the man who
did this and ask him if he has
children.”

Her father Karol] was
equally upset, and will now
ask for exira protection lor
his daughter at tournament.

*“There were not enough
salety precautions before this
happened. In future, [ will put
into contracts that Monica
gets a bodyguard for every

tournament she plays,” he
announced.

Vall vells Seles from fans

ing the Citizen Cup in
Hamburg. While the lnjury was
not deemed serious, doctors
say she could miss one to
three months of tennis.

Seles arrived at Denver's
Stapleton International
Airport on Sunday, according
to published and broadcast
reports. Seles, 19, a native of
the former Yugoslavia, lives in
Sarasota, Fla.

She reportedly will be at
the Steadman Hawkins Clinic
at Vail Valley Medical Center,
where she was treated in
1991.

Dr Lyon Steadman, .the
clinke administrator and son
of clinic founder Dr Richard
Steadman, would not disclose
Seles’ whereabouts. Richard
Steadman was out of state
Monday.

‘I can't comment as to
whether or not she is here,
and even if she was here, be-
cause of medical responsibili-
ties, we can't divulge any of
that information,” Lyon
Steadman said. “It's up to the
patients to decide. At Monica's
agent’'s request, we are re-
specting her privacy.”

A call to Seles’ agent in
Ek'\mland was not returned.

She sulfered a half-inch-
deep (1.25-centimeter) wound
in the back that did not dam-
age any vital organs. But doc-
tors at Hamburg University
Hospital said she appeared to
be psychologically s :

She had come to Hambu
after a long layofl because o
the flu and not pla ina
tournament since th

Hamburg police Id:ntlﬂed
the man ¢ with stabbing

Scléa as Cuenter P.. 38 a lathe

operator f[rom Nordhausen in

eastern Germany. While police
refused to give his last name, a

Hamburg news Mor-
;cnport.! ld:nu(l:erth: as-
sailant as Guenter Parche.

The man told police he was
an avid fan of Seles’ Géerman
rival, Stefli Gral, and he sought
to have Grafl return to No 1 In
the rankings. Police said the

man [aces charges of at-
tempted murder,
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High and Heider Ali High st the Outer Stadium yesterday. Gandaria High won the tie

36-13.
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Forget falls to
Dirk Dier

HAMBURG, Germany, May
4: An out-of-touch Guy Forget
lailed to advance beyond the
I1st round of the German Open
in Hamburg on Monday, crash-
ing out 7-5, 7-6 (7/5) to un-
heard-of German qualifier,
Dirk Dier, reports AFP,

The tenth seed could do
nothing right and Dier, ranked
235 in the world, took full ad-
vantage of a string of unforced
errors from the Frenchman to
claim the biggest win of his
career. |

An outstanding junior who

has failed to repeat his success
on the' senior circuit, Dier

walited patiently for the
breakthrough that came in the
tenth game.

With the score at 5-5, a
wild backhand gave Dier two
break points and a mis-hit vol-
ley left Dier serving for the 1st
set.

Dier broke Forget
lead 2-1 in the second but the
Frenchman broke straight
back. |

Forget saved set point at 4-

t 5 with a forehand volley but he
1 suflered the con

uences of
his ragged play in the tiebreak.
A netted backhand gave Dicr
match point, and a forehand in
the net sealed his fate.

* Both players attacked at ev-
ery opportunity but Forget
never looked comliortable on
the slow clay. His usually lethal
service was misfliring. Only 55
per cent ol his first serves
found their target and his un-
forced error tally of 34 was
more than double his oppo-
nent’s,

Austria's Thomas Muster
and Switzerland's Marck
Rosset, seeded 11 and 13,
both went through to the next
round although Muster was
made to struggle for three sets
by another local qualifier,
Hendrik Dreekman.

Fourth seed Sergi Bruguera,
beaten on clay by Stefan
Edberg for the first time in
Sunday's Madrid Open -final,
pulled out of the tournament
with a right shoulder injury.

French NOC chief

steps down

PARIS, May 4: Nelson
Paillou, one of the most influ-
ential figures in French sports,
stepped down Tuesday after
11 years as the head of the
French Olympic Committee,
reports AP, i

He was rrphm:d by
Serandour, 56, the president
of the national swlmmlng fed-
eration for the past 12 years
and a vice president of the
European swimming govern-
ing body.

During Paillou's tenure,
France has increased in
strength in several Olympic
sports, notably judo and fenc-
ing, and lined up sponsors for
national teams.

The 7]:year-old Paillou,
with a background in hand-
ball, was vice president of the
French national Olympic
Committee between 1971 and
1977 before being elected
president 1982

Serandour was the head of
the French Olympic team in
Barcelona last summer and
was a former national team
player in water polo.

He was elected by the
assembly board of electors
that included delegates [rom
the Olympic sports as well as
the two members of the
International Olympic Commi-
ttee from France,

Espana's first

title defence

BELFAST, Northern Ire-
land, May 4: Unbeaten Crisanto
Espana, a Venezuelan who
fights out of Belfast, plans to
make full use of his 74-inch
(1.87m) reach when he makes
his first defence of the World
Boxing Association welter-
weight title against Pana-
manian left-hander
Aguilar Wednesday, reports AP,

Espana, who took the title
from Meldrick Taylor in
London October 3], faces a
taller, more experienced op-
ponent, who is a replacement
for Texan fighter David Gon-
zales.

Espana's superior reach en-
abled him to outgun Tayler,
who was stopped in eight
rounds after he was unable to
land any of his big punches.

it also should help him do

some damage to Aguilar, a
lanky opponent who is 33-4-2.

Schools kabaddi
Sports Reporter

Gandaria High School
crushed Hailder Al High
Schoel 36-13 in the BGIC
fourth schools kabaddi compe-
titton at the Ouler Stadium
yesterday.

The winners, who acquired
three lonas, led the keenly
contested first hall 4-3,

In the other match of the
day Maniknagar Govt Primary
School narrowly beat Notre
Dame School 15-13.

The first halfl scord was 2-2.

The only lona of the match
went to the winners.

Bangladesh Rifles Public
School and College meet
Kamalapur High School while
Dweepshikha School take on
Wari High School in today's

again to

Hieiti

Rodollo |

Sport
Desire to win still eggs Lendl on

= ] (PARIS, May 4:
l American Ivan
Lend]l showed

that he had not
lost the desire to
win when he

Y

clinched his 93rd career title

in Hamburg on ' Sunday,
beating Germany's Michael
Stich 7-6, 6-3, reports AFP.

The 33-year old star may
have slipped to number eight
in the world, but he hasn't lost
.the burning desire to win.

Those who watched Lendl
lose to the unseeded Mare
Goellner in the final at Nice
last month will know that de-
feat still hurts the ex-world
number one as much as ever,

As the .tricky Goellner
gradually reversed Lendl's
early dominance; you could
almost sce the dark clouds of
anger and frustration descen-
ding.

You wouldn't want to have
bumped into him in the dress-
ing room.

"T've always seen like that,”
admitted Lendl during an in-
terview in the French sporis:
magazine ‘L' Equipe' on
Monday.

"l can't help it. Even when |
play games with Marika (his
three-year-old daughter), 1
hate letting her .win. It is a
problem for me.

"I've always wanted to win
every game, whether the other

ayer is better than me. When
I play golf with professional
players, | want to play as well
as them. | can't stop mysell
being like that.”

He still has ambitions in
tennis, although he admits

that in the twilight of his ca-
reer he has little left to prove.

“I'd like to win one of the
Grand Slam — including
Wimbledon, of course, or any
of the others.

‘1 know my chances ol
winning Wimbledon get

smaller every year, but you
never know,"

Does he think of retire-
ment?

"I'm ready for life after

"toschool, and then do some
traini

“If 1 don't train in the
morning, then | feel lousy for
rest of the day. | need the ex-
ercise. It's like a drug.”

The game has certainly
changed since Lendl domi-
nated men's tennis, winning
eight Grand Slam titles and
holding the number-one spot

e

........

IVAN LENDL. .. win matters most = .

tennis and the thought of quit-

" ting doesn't scare me. | know

I'want to have a full family life,
but | can't say that I'll be .doing
this or that. What is important
to me is to be the best father |
can be for my children.

"But 1 still feel in good
condition and | could stay at
this level for another three or
four years.

"Even when | was injured 1

still ‘did cycling and weights.
I'd g¢t up at six to take Marika

for 207 weeks from 1985 to
1988.

"The big thing at the mo-
ment is power. Guys started
serving really hard, send
bullets down the court,
now everyone is r:al}y going
for their returns as well.

Of the new players, it is
clearly America’'s Jim Courier
who has impressed him most.

"It's magniflicent watching
Courier because of his power,
the energy he transmits. In

Waldner

GOTHENBURG,

Sweden, May 4 :
. Sweden's Jan-
| Ove Waldner is
| § attempting to be-

come the [irst-

cver holder of the Olympic
and world singles titles later
this month, reports AFP.

Waldner, 27, already holds
the Olympic title after a
straight-sets victory over Jean-
Phillipe Gatien.of France in
Barcelona last year.

And he will have the back-
ing of his home crowd in
Gothenburg, Sweden, during
the Werld - Ewunlim-
from May 11-23 when he tries
to win back the title he held
four years ago.

As talented as John
McEnroe, as deceptive as a
con-man, and with a forehand
as powerful as a Joe Louis
punch, the smart money will
be on Waldner.

Former world number-one
Gatien, recently deposed by

Waldner, was left helpless in
the Olympic final by Waldner's

accurate blocking returns.

Waldner claimed after that
performance: "That was the
best | have ever played — in-
cluding my World Cham-
pionship victory. But | would
love to go on adding the world
title to my Olympic crown.”

If "big match” experience
were the criteria to become
world champion, Waldner
might just as well take the
gold medal home right now.

He appeared in his first
European Under-14 final in

Poznan, Poland in 1980,
against compatriol Jorgen
Persson, to spark off an in-

tense "final” rivalry which has

endured more than a decade.
Waldner won the European

1981-83,

the European senior champi-
onships belore losing in four
sets to three-times winner
Mikael Appelgren in 1982.

He has appeared in the last
three world finals, in 1987,
when he lost to Jiang Jialiang

JAN OVE WALDNER

of China, before beating
Persson for the title in 1989.
Persson got his revenge in
1991.

Gothenburg was also the
setting of the championships
in 1985 when Waldner lost
early to a lowly world-ranked
Japanese player. He will relish
the chance to make amends in
front of his home crowd this
time.

Anyone who has played
against Waldner has to deal
with his treacherously decep-
tive serves which are about as
returnable as a perfect wine in
a restaurant.

Even a player of Gatien's

envisages rare feat

junior titles from
‘and even reached the [inal of

class had no answer in that
Olympic final.

" Waldner was the pioneer of
the "behind the back” service
which bamboozled opponents
in the early BOs.

He positioned himself so
that opponents could not see
the ball at the momeht of im-
pact. This meant could
only guess whether topspin,
sidespin, or backspin had
been served.

Many copied his style, and
the service was becoming so
elffective, it was banned aller
the 1985 World Champion-

ships.

Like Romanian tennis star

" Ilie Nastase of the 60s or 70s.

his talent is both obvious to
the sporting layman, and at
times aesthetic.

" Many believe that on sheer
talent, he is the greatest
player ever,

Perhaps the Chinese may
have something to say about
that. But even Chuang Tse
Tung, world championt -in
1961, 1963 and 1965, did
not have the inborn ability of
Waldner to hit a tiny celluloid
ball over a 9 ft by 5 ft table. .

And the only double win-
ners since then, China's Guo
Yuehua, who won in 1981 and
1983, and Jiang Jiallang, who
won the next two years, had
nowhere near his natural flair.

He was born at a time in
table tennis history when the
domination of Japan and China
from the 50s to the mid-80s,
was wrested from their grasp
by Sweden.

ew players can hit with
sych power and spin on either
wing, serve with such decep-
tion, and can and change
tactics in the middle of a rally.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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Australia, Jim seemcd totally
in control.. He whacks every
ball, and wheri one lands
short, it's a real massacre.

"l think that's beautifal,
when the power inside some-
one is so strong that everyone
around can see it, can feel it."

"Because of the way the
game has changed, it's become
much harder to stay at the top.
I 'think that even though I'm
no longer number-one, I'm
probably a better player now
that | was five years ago.

"But | also think that this
kind of tennis could become a
problem, especially for the
fans. Most points are now set-
tied in the first few shots.”

Golf is likely to take wup
much of his tlm: when he
eventually decides to quit ten-
nis, but Lendl wﬂl not be
happy just to hack around the
courses near his home in
Connecticut.

"I'd like to become really
good. It would require a lot of
work, and would be a focus for
my competitive energy. Golf
would be a good transition. I'll
probably take part in some
club tournaments.

"1 tried to enter a tourna-
ment once but | failed to qual-
ify. But I didn't mind because
it was in the middle of the US
Open.”

Ironically, Lendl bhas be-
come a crowd [avourile since
he stopped winning regularly.

When he was at the top of
his profession, he was never as
poﬁula.r as Jimmy Connors or

n McEnroe. Bul today the
fans respect his achkv:m:nts
and share his desire to win
another Grand Slam title.

At Wimbledon, where every
year he states his determina-
tion to win and every year he
loses, he has become some-
thing of a cult hero.

Turkey seeks
S Arabia's help

for Games bid

RIYADH, May 4: Turkey on
Monday sought the support of
Saudi Arabia in its bid to host
the Summer Olympic Games in
the year 2000, reports AP.

Turkish. Ambassador Alj
Tuygan presented to Prince
Faisal bin Fahd, president of
the Youth Welfare and Saudi
Olympic Commiittee, the “offi-
cial bid document of Istanbul
for the Olympic Games to be
held in 2000,” the embassy
said.

The proposed dates for the
games are July 15-30, 2000

Saudi Arabia is influential in
Arab and Islamic ranks and has
close contacts with key capi
tals internationally.

The embassy statement
noted that Istanbul is the only
city in the world built on two
continents — Europe and Asia.
It said at present, Istanbul had
322 hotels providing 44,902
beds and by the mid-1990s
would have another 133 hotels
and total bed capacity of
68,500.

The climate in the Turkish
city was similar to north Iltaly
and the mid-Atlantic cities of
the eastern United States. and
telecommunications facilities
were up to date, the statement
said.

The Olympic Park will be
built at the foothills of the
Balkan mountains, and the

proposed site for the Olympic
vﬂhf is an existing hnusing
pment of 40,000 apart
ments ncar Lake
kmece
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