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Khmer Rouge attacks provincial

PHNOM PENH, May 3:
Khmer Rouge guerillas at-
tacked a strategic provincial
capital in northwestern Cam-
bodia with heavy guns Monday
and seized control eof the
airport, a‘UN military officer
said, reports AP.

The attack on Siem Reap
town appcarcd to be onc of
the meost serious since the
main UN peacckeeping mis-
sion began in Cambodia a yecar
ago. It came three weeks be-
fore national elections are lo
be held.

Scveral hundred govern-
ment soldiers were repelling
the attack with automatic ri-
fles and rocket-propelled
grenades; said a spokesman
for Cambodia's Vietnamese-
installed government, Khieu
Kanharith. He said heavy
fighting was continuing along
the road from the airport to
the town.

The UN officer, speaking
on condition of anonymity,

said the guerillas were using
artillery and mortar-firing
guns in addition to small arms.

He said they were nol
strong gh to hold the air-
port but scored a signifi-

cant symbeolic vicltory by
demonstrating that the UN
mission could not provide se-
curity for clections later this
month. The communist
Khmer Rouge are boycotling
the election.'

"There's a lot of activity go-
ing on, so we're still not clear
about the situation,” the UN ol
ficer said. "] don't think we've
taken any military action.”

Kanharith said the Khmer
Rouge also attacked two dis-
tricts near the town with
rocket-propelled grenadces
and mortars.

A Cambodian interpreter
for UN military observers in
Siem Reap, Ou Sovann, said
the Khmer Rouge attacked the
town at 5 am (2200 GMT
Sunday] and fighting was

capital, takes over airport

continuing at 9 am (0200
GMT ).

A Kampuchea Airlines
commercial flight which many
brttmt tourists take from
P E- lantlh-:hntd

ghkor just outside
the Siem Rt:a capital was
cancelled.. The :npilul has the
same name as the province
and is 225 kilometres (140
miles) nortlwest of Phnom

Penh.

UN mili observers in
Siemn Reap hﬂghﬂ'l&n preparing
for an attack for some lime,
building bunkers and crecting

razor wire barriers areund
their compounds.

Sicm Reap, which borders
Thailand, is one of the coun-
try's most troubled provinces.
UN officers said UN workers
who had been trained to su-
pervise elections there this
month might back out at the
last minute because of fears of
violence, or they might be
withdrawn for their own pro-
tection.

ADB : Adjustment efforts
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The ADIB Outlbok pointed
out that the overall [fiscal
deficit is likely to increase lo
7.3 per cent of the GDP in
1993 and 7.9 per centl in
1994 while merchandise ex-
ports are projected to rise by
about 12 per cent annually
during the period and work-
ers remittances are also ex-
pected to be ‘'well sustained.’

However, it added. the in-
creases (n receipts are ex-
pected to be oflset by in-
creased imporis associated
with higher private and public
investment and the further
libe ralisation of industrial and
trade policies

The governmcent needs Lo
adopt rigorous mecasurcs o
reform public administration
and rationalise public enter-
prises, in addition lo extend-
ing the reflorms already initi-
ated, (o altain suslained
growth and poverty alleviation.

The ADB report stressed
the need for an accelerated
pace of reforms on urgent ba-
sis saying that the objective of
achieving sustained growth to-
gether with poverty alleviation
is unlikely to be realised under
the present scenario of mod-
est policy changes.

"A poor publie administra-
tion systern and weak institu-
tions have been major imped-
iments to eflicient project and
fu::lir.y implementation and el-

L8

Live sciviee delivery, cspe-
cially to the rural poor,” the
ADD says. ’

[t. however, suggests thal

the overstafling should be re-
duced, the public séctor wage
bill contained, and the incen-
live structure improved lo en-
hance the efficiency and moti-
vation of public servants.
Stressing the need for a
comprehensive programme of
enterprise reform, including
liquidations and mergers, re-
structuring and privatisation,
the ADB says no substantial
progress is visible in this re-
gard, although the 1991 in-
dustrial policy announced
measures in this direction.
"Public enterprises account
for only a small portion of
output in Bangladesh.
However, they have a far-
reaching impact on the public
finances and are dominant in
the manufacturing sector,” it
says, adding that evaluation ol
public enterprise performance
indicates a dismal picture of
economic incfficiency and
huge financial losses despite
some cffort to reform them.
"The government also
needs to emphasize physical
infrastructure and human re-
source development,” the ADB
says, and adds that the em-
phasis on human resource de-
velopment implies not only
giving greater priority to
health and education but also

addrt'ﬁalnﬁ':nmc major prob-
lems in nisaunn and

delivery of !mch services.

The report also mentions
that the economy af
Bangladesh is likely to grow by
around five per cent annually
during the next 1w years.

In 1993 and 1994, agricul-
tural production is projected
to grow by 4.5 and 4.3 per
cent respectively with a signif-
icant improvement in food-
grain production while the in-
dustrjal output is expected to
increase by 7.1 and 7.2 per
cent respectively during the
time, the document says.

The growth in the services
sector is, however, projected
to be 4.7 per cent during the
two years.

The growth in the GDP
[Gross Domestic Product) in
1992 is estimated by the ADI
at four per cent while it was
estimated at 2.0, 7.0 and 4.5

per cenl for the agriculture,

" industry and servicés sectors
respectively.

According to the ADB
Outlook, the industrial output
is expected to increase be-
cause of the beneficial effects
of the new industrial policy,
the ongoing changes in foreign
trade policy and increased ex-
ternal demand arising from
economic recovery in the in-
dustrialised countries. It,
however, referred to some
slowdown in the construction
and power industrics.

According to the ADB, the
gross domestic investment as
a proportion of GDP is ex-
pected to rise to 12 per cent
and 12.5 per cent in 1993 and
1994 respectively. while the
gross domestic saving is likely
to rise to 5.3 per cent ol GDP
in 1983 and 5.5 per cent in
1994.

The rise in savings will be
"mainly because of higher pub-
lic savings following reforms
in public resource manage-
ment, and to a lesser extent,
because of increased private
savings followtng HMnancial
sector reforms,” the ADD says.

The bank c¢xpects that both
public and private invesiment
will pick up during the: two
years. The privale investment
will benefit significantly [rom
improved procedures  in
preparing the three-year
rolling plan and synchroniza-
tion with the budget and mid-
year budget reviews, it adds.

The ADB also forecasts a
slightly lower inflation rate in
1993, 5.0 per cent, which will
remain unch in the fol-
lowing year. The inllation rate
in 1992 is estimated at 5.1
per cent, which was reduced
from 8.8 per cent of 1991.

The current account bal-
ance are expected by the ADDB
to be 0.1 billion US dollar in
1993 and -0.2 in 1994, while
it was estimated at 0.3 billion
US dollar in 1992.

One killed,
40 hurt 1n
Jammu blasts

JAMMU, May 3: At lcast
one person was killed and 40
others were injured here to-
day when a bomb exploded in-
side a cinema and another on
a bus carrying devotees from a
Hindu shrine, police and wit-
nesses said, reports AFP.

Police said the two blasts
which rocked the city, wintcer
capital of the strife-torn north
Indian state of Kashmir, oc-
curred almost simultancously.

Citg-7 election
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Coemmission.

The Additional District-
Judge and Election Tribunal,
Chittagong, heard the case and
declared the election void last
April 21. The Tribunal also di-
rected the Election
Commission for repolling in
the constituency.

The aggricved CPB man ap-
pcaled to the High Court
Diviston for stay of the opcra-
tion of the impugned decision.
The division bench compris-
ing Justice ARM Aminul Islam
Chowdhury
Mohammad Sirajul Islam, after
hearing the defence counscl,
admitted the appeal for hear-
ing and s the decision of
the Election Tribunal initially
for 10 weeks.

On behalf of Yusulf, the case
was conducted by Barrister
Amirul Islam and Advocate
Subrata Chowdhury, assisted
by MA Zahed, Zahidul Bari,
Hari Sadan Deb Brahman,
Pramila Biswas, Shishir Kanti
Mazumder, BA Rashid and SS
Sarker, said a press release.

and Justice .

Editor: S. M. Ali

Executive Editor : Mahfuz Anam
Published by the Editor on behalfl of Mediaworld Lid., 52 Motijheel
C/A, Dhaka-1000 and printed by him at The Sangbad Lid., 36
Purana Paltan, Dhaka. Editorial, News & Cnnmhl ﬂﬂe- ;
House No. 11; Road Ne. 3; Dhanmondi R/A., Dhaka-1205. PABX !
500092-4. Advertisement : 500091 (Direct) Fax No. 88-02-863035.
GPO Box No. 3257. GRAM : DAILY STAR DHAKA.

"Wet weather

continues

By Staff Correspondent |

A moderate storm lashed
the capital Monday with hecavy
shower that submerged the
city roads on the third con-
secutive day, the meteorologi-
cal office and witnesscs said.

Met office sources said the
storm packing wind upto 52
kilometer per hour hit parts ol
the capital at around 8:30 pm
but they could not confirm any

damage or casualtics.

A total of 6 mm ol rain was
recorded in the 12 hours till 6
pm Monday but the oflicials
said the heavy downpour oc-
curred after that period.

The present rain and
cloudy weather was an out-
come of the westerly low
crossing over Lthe country and
under its influence most parts
ol the country experienced
rain. -
On Monday 62 mm of rain
was recorded in Sylhet fol-
lowed by 37 mm in Feni, 30

mm in Srimangal, 26 in
Tangail and 17 in pur.
The Met office forecast

more rain and showers today.

PWD employees
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ident Abul Kashem Azad said
that although the employees
of the Works nt were
maintaining the utility services
at all time with dedication the
government had taken an
"inhuman decision".

Azad said that while the
Finance Minister declared the
government decision to re-
trench 2400 employees on
April 26 yet. surprisingly. the
Public Works Department had
advertised in the newspapers
for new recruitment.

The employees demanded
immediate withdrawal of the
decision and threatened to
suspend utility services to im-
poriant places.

Minibus kills
rickshawpuller

By DMCH Correspondent

A _ rickshawpuller died on
the spot and fuur others were
injured when a minibus crus-
hed several rickshaws near the

Dholairpar bridge on the
Dhaka- road Mon-
morning.
Majed Halder, 35, was

killed instantly while three of -

the injured persons, Malfiz
Sheikh, 20, Taslim, 30, and
Kamal, 18, were admitted to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH).

Witnesses said that the
minibus bearing number Dhaka
Metro-Ja-04-0240, lost con-
trol and ploughed through
rickshaws parked on the road-
side at around 6 am yesterday.

Navy supplies
provisions to

ship in distress

From Staff Correspondent
KHULNA, May 3:

“ Bangladesh Navy after rigorous

attempts, this morning replen-
ished food and water to foreign

-ship MV Tony Best which has

run aground.

A Naval ship BNS Khan
Jahan Ali, reached the ship
yesterday and after several at-
tempts sent food and water for
23 crew of the ship today at
about 11.30 am. The master of
the vessel sent a radio message
through Singapore today to the
owncr of the ship that a naval
ship had supplied some provi-
sions but those were inade-

quate.
Meanwhile, the ship's
agents already sent two

trawlers with food and water
which sailed from Kuayaia early
today. But it was not known
whether .the trawlers could
reach the ship till wﬂti_rlg of
this report at 8-30 pm.

MV Tony Best, with 23
crew on board, ran agrm.md 70
miles east of the Mongla fare-
way beacon and 20 miles south
of Kuakata of Patuakhali in the
Bay of Bengal on April 10. She
is carrying 11000 metric tons
of cement for Mongla Port.

. ...n....._'l-m-l.l.;.

Prince Kiarim Aga Hhm. Ihi leader of the Shi Iarnmhn community, pod a courtesy eall on

Prime Mimister Begum Khaleda Zia at her office yesterday.

Premadasa's killers
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since the campaign for a
homeland for Lhe mirfotity
Tamil community Lturned vio-
lcnt a decade ago.

Meanwhile, acting Prest
dent Dingiri Banda Wijetunga
pledged today to stick with the
economic polictl:! of his slain
predecessor.

Wijetunga, 71, who is al-
most certain to be confirmed
as head of state for the 19
months remaining on Prema-
dasa's term in office, said
there would be no change in
the policies of the government.

"] am aware that a certain

amount of concern exists in-

the minds of the busincss
community, both national and
foreign, regarding the future of
our economic policies.

"l take this opportunity to
assure that there will be no
change in the prudent fiscal
policy of reducing our budget
deficits and the stable micro-
economic’ policy,” he said in a
stalement.

Lankan parliament will
meet tomorrow before it elects
the country’'s new president to
finish the tenure of late presi-
dent Premadasa on May 8 or
10, reliable sources said today.

The nomination date has
been fixed for May 7 and so far
there have been two candf-
dates, namely acting President

D B Wijetunga from the ruling
United National Party (UNP)
and Mrs Sirimavo Bandara-
natke, former prime minister
and president of the biggest
opposition Freedom Party.

Iin the northcastern Lanka,
at least 15 Tamil guerillas and
four soldicrs were killed in
fresh fighting, the military said
Monday.

Army special forces com-
mandos raided a suspecled
hideosut of the Liberation
Tigers of Tnm!l Eelam (LTTE)
in the Thoppigala jungles Sun-
day, hllh-d li:t mlht-.nli and
captured their weapons, a
military spokesman said.

Mcanwhile, the Indian par-
Hament adjourned without
conducting business today as a
mark of respect to the shain
President.

Prime Minister P V Narasi-
mha Rao recounted his perso-
nal memories of Premadasa
and touched upon their last
meeting three weeks ago in
Dhaka at the South Asian
Association for Regional
Coopcration (SAARC] summit.

Rao said they had inter-
acted closely at the meet.
Describing the killing as
"brutal, tragic and untimely,”
he said the Shri Lankan
President had worked hard for
betier relations among coun-
tries in the region.

Awaml League chlef and Leader nf tha Dppumtmn n
Parliament Sheikh Hasina yesterday signing the
condolence book opened at the Shri Lankan High

Commissioner s residence

following the tragic

assassination of President Ranasinghe Premadasa.
Awami League Secretary Zillur Rahman and High

Commissioner Dr. A. N. Haniffa are looking on. —Star photo

SC vacation Sept
12- Oct 25

The annual vacation of the
Bangladesh Supreme Court
will commence on September
12 and will continue till
October 25, an official handout
said yestlerday, reports B3SS.

Courts of the High Court
Division and Appellate Division
of the Supreme Courl will re-
main closed during the vaca-
lion.

DPRK, ROK trdops

exchange fire

SEOUL, May 3 North
Korean soldiers on Sunday
opened fire toward Soulh
Korean soldiers alt the heavily

armed border, the US military

command . in Seoul said

Monday, reports AP.

"A North Korean guard post
fired two machine gun rounds
toward South Korea, but there

was no apparent damage,” said

Jim Coles, spokesman for the

command.

The South Korcan Dcolenee
Ministry confirmed the inci-

dent .

Janata Tower Case

Cross examination
of all PWs ends

With the completion of the
cross examination of Mujibur
Rahman, a Prosecution
Witness . [PW) in the Janata
Tower Case, the deposition of
all witnesses in this case
ended yesterday, reports BSS,

Rahman, who is the inves-
tigating officer in this case,
was the 35th and last PW.
tHiearing of the case began
early last year. The PW, who is
presently stationed at Police
ticadquarters as an ASP, was
examined by [ive defence
counsels over three days.

Deposed president HM
Ershad, his wife begum
Raushan Ershad and 18 others
are accused in this case.

Additional Sessions and
Special Judge Md Ansaruddin
Sikder, fixed may 8 for exam-
ination of the accused persons
under Section 342 of the Code
of Criminal Procedure (CR.
T

Aga Khan
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of 200 others clasping their
hands also nodded in saluta-
tioun

Journalists at the airpart
were not allowed to talk to the
Aga Khan on his arrtval.

This is his fifth visit to
Bangladesh since 1977. He last
visited Bangladesh, where
some 10,000 Ismalilis live, in
1987.

Karim Aga Khan, the 49th
Imam of the community, suc-
ceeded his grandfather in
1957 at the tender age of 20.

More than 15 million
Ismailis ltve in 25 countries
around the world.

During his stay the Aga
Khan will hold talks with Pre-
sident Abdur Rahman Biswas,
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia and a number of ministers
including Education Minister
Jamiruddin Sircar and Indus-
tries Minister Shamsul Islam

I‘ii: will also visit the AKDN-
financed projects of DBRAC
(the Bangladesh Rural Advang
cement Council) and the
Grameen Bank in Manikganj,
besides meeting with his

community members.

The AKDN disburses about
100 million US dollar annually
for economic, social and cul-
tural develo nt around the
world.

Meets PM

From the airport the Aga
Khan drove in a ceremonial

motorcade 1o the Prime Minis-
ter's office where he was

| recetved by Begum Khaleda

Zia,

The Prime Minister and the
Prince exchanged greetings
and had a brief informal dis-
cussion during the formal re-
ception.

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman, Foreign
Secretary Reaz Rahman and
president of the Ismaili com-
munity in Bangladesh Hasan Ali

Ajaini werc present. _
Direct dialing
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be taken within the next cou-:

ple of wecks.

Referring to expansion of
telephone connections in the
{:apilal city, the source said
31,000 digital lines had al-
ready been established in new
Dhaka while work for estab-
lishing 60,000 digital lines in
old Dhaka would be under-
taken from June this year with
Japanese help.

B:ﬁidcs he said, the gov-

crn a‘!, tc. P unsi?ﬂrrd“ﬁqe:-

pan

the city by installing an addi-
tional IE.BDG digital lines. In
Chittagong, he also said, work
for installing 20,500 digital
lines has already started with
French help. The ECNEC has
already approved its expansion
to 30,000 lines, he added.

The source referred to the
telephone expansion pro-
gramme under the private
sector and said the Bangladesh
Telecom Authorities, as per a
rmriﬁcd agreement, was going

I.ab sh d it l.cl hones
in era in

Sylhct and utht:r nurthern
districts from June this year.

Moreover, he said, all dis-
trict headquarters will be pro-
vided with a total of 1.40 lakh
digital telephone lines with
1995 subject to the availability
of funds.

The T and T Board is ex-
pected to earn, after success-
ful implementation of these
projects, Taka 1,200 crore a
year against the present Taka
600 crore,

Meanwhile, the work on
the third earth satellite station
at Mohakhali here has already
started and its capacily is c¢x-
pected to be one and a hall
times higher than the com-
bined capacity ol the exisling
two stations at Talibabad and
Betbunia.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia recently inaugu-
rated the card phone system
at Kamalapur Railway Slation
here which has already got a
positive response from the
callers, he said.

A total of 95 card phones
including 65 in Dhaka, 12 in
Chittagong, six in Khulna, four
in Rajshahi, four in Sylhet, two
in Barisal and two in
Narayanganj have already been
installed, the source said.

DHAKA TUESDAY

WASHINGTON, May 3. The United States would be willing
to take part in a multinational peacekeeping lorce in Bosnia,

MAY 4, 1993

but there §s no question of sending US troops into a combat

situation, President Bill Clinton said

today. "We sald several

weeks ago thal the United States would be prepared to sup-

port a United Nations effort, heavi

engaged in by the

Europeans lo help enforce a peace il a peace was made,”
Clinton told reporters in the Oval Office before a meeting
with Hong Kong Governor Chris Patten. But he said it would
have to be as part of a peacekeeping lorce, reports AFP

Second batch of Palestinian
deportees returns home

ALLENBY BRIDGE |occupied West Bank), May 3: A second
batch of 14 long time Palestinian deportees, including the
Mayor of East Jerusalem, returned home teday te Lhe occu-
pled territories. Several hundred chanting and flag-waving
supportiers joined relatives to lay on a rousing cmolion
charged reception for the exiles, some of whom Isracli has not
allowed home in 25 years, at the Allenby Bridge crossing out-

side Jericho, reports AFP.

CIS peacekeeping plane shot
down on Afghan border

MOSCOW, May 3: An Uzbek Sukhi-25 fighter plane was

brough

t down over the Tajik-Algha

n border today by a sur-

face-to-air missile fired from Afghan territery, Commonwealth
of Independent Slates (CIS) peacekeeping forces said. The
chiefl of stall of CIS border troops based in Tajikistan, quoted
by the Interfax news agency, said the plane, which was sery-
ing with the CIS peacekeeping forces, came down in an area
controlled by a unit of border troops from Moscow. It is the
first time a plane belonging to the CIS peacckeeping lorces

has been shot down in the area, reports AFP.

| Sino-Bangla ties are

enduring : Hafiz

Law, Justice and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Mirza
Golam Halfiz said yesterday that
Sino-Bangladesh relations were
not only confined to economic
development partnership, but
also extended to other fields
for mutual benefit and for
peace and stability in our
region, reports BSS,

He was addressing a recep-
tion accorded by him to the
visiting Chinese law delegation
led by Jin JHan, Vice-Minister
for Justice at state guest house
Padma, according to an official
handout.

Social Welfare and Women's
Affairs Minister Tariqul Islam,
Information Minister Barrister
Nazmul Huda, Energy Minister
Dr Khondaker Mosharral Hos-
sain, Labour and Manpower
Minister Abdul Mannan Bhul-
yan, State Minister for Cultural
Affairs Professor Jahanara Be-
gum, State Minister for Social

Biswas, Hafiz sign

condolence book

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday signed the
condolence book opened at
the residence of the Shri
Lankan High Commissioner in
Dhaka at the death of Presi-
dent Premadasa, reports UNB.

"l am extremely shocked at
the tragic death of President
Premadasa. He was a great
statesman and a real friend of
Bangladesh,” wrote President
Biswas in the condolence book.

Law, Justice and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Mirza
Golam Hafiz expressed his
decp shock and grief at the
assassination of Premadasa.

Team for WB loan
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ests on past loans of the jute
sceclor.

The WB has put forward {ts
conditionalities for the loan
which include scaling down
production in the local jute

mills "according to world de-*

mand.”

The World Bank projects
that the market for Bang-
ladeshi jute will be a little over
three lakh metri¢ tons. How-
ever, the government Iis
contradicting the bank's fig-
ure, and believes that it will be
as high as five lakh metric
lons.

Highly placed sources said
the government will reiterate
its own projected figure and
ask for consideration of that
figure for any kind of adjust-
ment of jute production by
Bangladesh.

The delegation will also talk
about the bank's suggestion for
reirenchment of workers.

Bangladesh will insist that
any reduction in manpower
should be on a unit-by-unit ba-
sis and not by taking the jute
sector as a whole.

The World Bank has esti-
mated that the surplus man-
power in the jute sector is
about 57,000, while the gov-
ernment contradicts that fig-
ure, saying the number would
be about 20,000, sources said.

The government team will
also talk about the proposed
rehabilitation of the jute sector
workers. A scheme for retrain-
ing and self-employment of the
workers retrenched from the

jute industries would be taken

with the financial support of
the bank.

The World Bank had also
set a conditionality that a new
wages policy will have to be
formulated for the jute sector
workers, However, the delega-
tion is expected to tell the
bank that the government
would decide on any wages
policy and there would not be
any separate policy for any
specific sector.

Welfare and Women's Allatrs
Sarwari Rahman, State Minis-
ter for Law, Justice and Par-
llamentary Affafrs Barrister
Aminul Haq and Ambassador of
China Jhang Jup.-n! were
present al the

Mirza Hallz ex his
gratitude to the Chinese peo-
ple for their economic assis-
tance in a number of areas in-
cluding the friendship bridges
and the 210-megawatt thermal

power project near Ch]tu':mg
whlchp would be opene
shortly.

Jin Jian, in his speech, said
relations between China and
HBangladesh were very close
and brotherly which would be
strengthened further in the
years ahead with the exchange
of views in fields, inchud-
ing law and :Ek:hl, economic
and cultural areas.

CPB
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cisely express our stance on
the proposal in the next cen-
tral committee meeting ol the
party,” he said.

The reformist group of the
party, howevcr, is optimistic
about the outcome of the pro-
posal it made yeslerday.

A leader ol the reformist
faction, requesting anoymity,
told The Daily Star last night,
“The proposed sacrifice of our
group would clearly indicate to
the party activists across the
country that we do not want
the CPD to be divided.”

This group is now ecven
ready to maintain the political
line adopted by the party's last
congress. The last congress
endorsed political pluralism as
a party tactic without
abandoning Marxism-Leninism
as the party's guiding ideology.

Held in 1991, the
had also authorised the party
leadership to work for imple-
menting ideals that included

democracy, nationalism, de-,
velopment and social justice.

The hardline faction, how-
ever, believes in building a
party purely for the commu-
nists with a view to ultimately
establishing a socialist system
in the country.

However, political analysts
feel that the hardliners trying
to cleanse the CPB of the 'non-
communists’ have been
pushed into a diffieult situa-
tion with the reformists’ move
for a compromise for the sake
of party unity, specially with
party's special council session
approaching nearer.

FBCCI
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hotel today.

The Federation, in keeping
with the government's liber-
alised trade policy, advocated
allowing import of lubricants
by the private sector.

It suggested restriction on
import of sugar for protection
of the domestic sugar indus-
tries, allowing import only to
the extent of making up the
deficit in supply.

The chamber recommen-
ded that machinery used in
the construction industry
should be considered as capital
machinery.

To facilitate the small im-
porters, the FBCCI pleaded for
exemption of LCA and permit
fees on imports valued up to
Tk 150,000.

The Federation recom-
mended bringing machinery
used for testing the quality of
tea in the free import list. For
the interest of tea industry, it
also suggested exemption of
LLCA and permit fees on import
of machinery, raw malterials
and packaging items used in
the sector.



