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number two Steffi Graf of Germany 6-3, 6-3 in the final of the Hamburg Open tennis
tournament on Sunday. Graf failed to become the first player to win a tournament seven

times in a row..

T il i

many, May 3:
Stelfi Gral failed
to become the
first player to
win a tournament
seven consecutive times when
she. was beaten in st t sels
by Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario in
Sunday'’s final of the Hamburg
Open here, reports AFP.

Graf, thé number two seed
and defending champion, car-
ried over her indifferent form
from the semifinals and rarely
offered the third seeded
Spaniard a real challenge.

She held serve just once in
the first set, in the seventh
game, but even then had to
hold off two break points.

In the 2nd set Graf broke
serve t0 lead 1-0, but Sanchez-
Vicario hit back with a back-
hand volley at the net to level
for 1-1, and she took another

vital break to lead 5-3 when

_ Gral put a smash into the net.

While Gral was listless,
Sanchez-Vicario pressured by
repeatedly coming to the net
on the short ball and velleying
away a winner. She covered
the angles there very well, as
Graf sought in vain to find a
way to tame her.

While Grafl strove to find
any rhythm or ways to place
Sanchez under pressure, the
Spaniard was aggressive, put
more pace on the ball and
made less unforced errors.

"l was much more mentally
strong than Stelli,"
Sanchez, who earlier visited
Monica Seles in hospital.

Scles, stabbed on court on
Friday, was sleeping, but hcr

. brother Zoltan assurcd her

lhal Seles now [eels much bet-

said

—AFP photo

Sanchez shatters Graf's dream

HAMBURG, Ger- -

Since taking on coach
Carlos Kirmayr, Sanchez has

been working on her net game
and she was particularly

pleased that the work appears

to be results.

“I've been working on my
attacking game and on taking
more risks, and | was very
happy with the way | played,”
she said.

Graf was very disappointed
to finish the week so poorly
and admitted that her game
just wasn’'t there when she
needed it.

"l didn’t feel very mnﬂdenl

with my
gclhcr | didn’t know how to

win a point. 1 had trouble

putting the ball in play,” she
confessed.
*But she played well, she

rarely made mistakes and
concerirated well. She played

very few bad games.”

forehand and all to- .

1HAMBURG,
Germany,
Monica Seles,
stabbed on court
.on  Friday, Jeft
hospital here on
Sunday Jo retum
to her home in Florida,
reports AFP.

I want to thank all the
people here who have helped
me over these last few dilficult
days,” she said in a statement.

“The greetings and best
wishes | received from so

many people are a great sup-

port 1o me and | want every
one lo know how much it
means (o me and how much it
has helped.”

Seles received only a minor
wound when an attacker from
the former East Germany,
Gunther Parche, 38, slip
mknlttuﬂt]r guards wit

knife and stabbed thc
player during a second set
changeover in her quarter-fi-
nal against Magdalena Maleeva.

The man, who has since
been cha with attempted
murder, claimed he had at-

lacked Secles because he
wanted o help Stefli Gral re-
capture the world number one

spol.
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario,

who beat Gral in straight scts
in Sunday's final of the event,
visited Seles in the morning.
Seics was sleeping at the time
but her brother Zoltan assured
Sanchez that she was feeling
much better.

When Grafl visited on
Saturday, she reported that
Seles was scverely depressed
by the incident.

The world number one is
not expectied to play for at
least a month s unlikely
o defend her ftitle at the
French Open, which begins on

May 24.

Scles had been out since
the end of February with a vi-
ral infection and another
break could further under-
mine her maitch fitneéss and
cost  her the world number
one spot.

The stabbing cast a huge
shadow over the tourmnament
and is likely to lead to a secu-

SELES . .. safe now
rity shake-up at tournaments
around the world.

Wimbledon and French

Open olficials have already an-
nounced security revicws but

Gral issued a plea on Sunday

that salcty measures should

not be allowed to suflocate fu
ture tournaments.

“You can’t ltve with fear,”
she said. "] know it is easy for
me to talk because 1t didn't
happen to me, but I am not
afraid.

1 wouldn't change any-
thing. We tennis players have
been put up on a stage and
need o be close to the people
who walch and we should still
approach the pceople in the

Seles goes back to Florida

Graf demonstrated her de-
lermination to carry on as
normal by refusing to accept a
guard sitting on court behind

' her chair during Sunday’s fi-

nal.

In order not to penalise
Seles uniairly for the incident,
the Women's Tennis Associa-
tion decided to award Seles
the same number of points for
the tournament as she won in
the corresponding week last

* year, when she lost in the final

of the Italian Open.
The exceptional decision

means her tour computer

ranking, which is bascd on av;
erage points over the last year,
is unchanged.

In Waregem, Belgium, Brian
Tobin, the Brilish president of
the International Tennis Fede-
ration, said he had been
deeply shocked by the inci-
dent,

"All around the world, we
alrcady had some sccurity
measures in place to conduct
players from the cloakroom to
the court and around the court
itsell.

“But we've never had to do
anything about the players on
the court. The one thing 1
would hate to do is 1o have to
build gratings arotind each
tennis court like for soecer
matches,

*Nalionalistic enthusiasm
surrounding Davis Cup
malches had given tennis its
only serious security problem
up until now,” he said.

“Two or three times in re-
cent years in South America,
players have béen intimidated
and threatened.,” he said.
“This year, we had places
where salety has been stren-
gthened. But [ hope that it will
not be a regular problen: ©

Actum from the BUIC fourth schools kabaddi tournamen
High and Motijheel Mode! High at the Outer Stadium yesterday. Motijheel Hodel School

Won.
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Jansher expects
stiff challenge

from Aussies

 KARACHI, May 3: Pakistant
world squash champion
Jansher Khan said Monday he
expected a formidable chal-
lenge from Australia in the
World Team Championships
scheduled here in November,
reports AFP,

“The Australian challenge is
increasing day by day and we
have more than a 50 per cent
chance in the next team
championships,” he said on
his return from victories at the
British Open and Tournament
of Champions in New York.

The World Team
Championships will be hosted
here from November 24-29
following the 120,000 dollar
prize money World Open,
which will also be held
from November 18-23.

“Despite home advantage
we will be under tremendous
pressure to win the events and
for this some of our youngsters
may have to stay out of inter-
national tournaments before
this event to train them-
sclves,” said Jansher.

He said Jahangir Khan's
back troubles have added to
the problems of Pakistan's
squash playing,

Pakistan lost the team
championship title to Australia
in 1989 in Singapore and was

relegated from second to eight

in 1991.

Resting after scoring his
tenth successive victory in the
finals of Tournament of
Champions at New York over
Australian Chris Dittmar,
Jansher has pleaded for “long-
term planning to train young-
sters if we wish to remain in
contention.”

Jansher and Dittmar are

seceded to meet in the finals of

the 140,000 dollar Brazilian

Open which begins in Rio de

Janeiro on May 12.

"I'll do my best to maintain
the winning spree, but | am
too tired and my body needs
rest,” said Jansher, who re-
mains the lone Pakistani con-
tender on the international
circuit following Jahangir
Khan's health problems which

“have forced him to remain out

ol competition.

L]
Unique!
BUCHAREST, May 3:
Thieves have stolen the gold,
silver and bronze medals won
by Romanian gymnast Lavinia
Milosovie! “at ‘the ' Barcelona

Olympics, reports AFP,

The theft occurred on
Sunday at the family home in
the village of Eselnita, south-
western Romania, press re-
ports here said on Friday,

Milosovici won the floor
gold, team and vault silvers

and the all-round bronze.

Jankovic safe

ATHENS, May 3: Serbian
centre Slobedan Jankovic was
reported improving Friday af-
ter spinal surgery Ihl]uwing his
scll-inflicted injury while re-
acting to a referee’'s foul call,
reports AP.

Doctors at the Athens KAT
hospital said the 30-year-old
Jankovic may recover use of
his arms and legs ‘after emer-
gency su on his damaged
spine late

Jankovic was in dan uf
becoming a paraplegic
ramrmd hI- head mln:t I
cement pylon supporting the
basket after he was called for
his fifth and final foul in a
Greek .championship : playofl
semifinal game. Despite his 17
points, his team. Panionfos of
Athens, lost to Panathinaikos
58-865.

The blow fractured a neck
veriebrae, damaged his spinal
cord and left him paralyzed
from the waist down with little
feeling in his arms.

A medical bulletin said the
operation was successful but
that the "next few days will
continue to be critical.”

The 2.06-metre [6-loot-B8)
Jankovic played for Red Star of
Belgrade before moving to
Panionios last year.

The incident occurred with
six minutes remaining and
Panionios trailing by four
peints.

'Bntnn Henr}r Akmwande rejoices after defeating German Axel' Schultz to become new
European heavywei ght champion on Saturday.

—AFP photo -

‘World amateur chémpmnshlp

HELSINKI, Fin-
land, May 3: Cuba
vs the Rest of the
World. That's the
setup in the
quest for gold in -
the world amateur boxing
championships beginning
Friday in Tampere, Finland,
reports AP.

Cuba is fielding an accom-
plished team for the event,
which features a record 348
entries from 62 nations.

Eight of the 12 Cuban team
members are gold medal win-
ners in either World champi-
onships or Olympic Games.

The team is led by two men
who have dominated the ama-
teur rings. Heavyweight (91 ki-
los-201 pounds-and under)
Felix Savon won the last three
world titles, in 1986, 1989
and 1991, and captured the
Olympic gold in Barcélona last
year. Cuba did not compete in
the 1988 Olympics.

Roberto Balado, the super

heavyweight [over 91 kilos)
has won the last three major
titles, two Worlds and the
Oly mpics.

Rogelio Marcelo (48 kilos-
106 pounds), Joel Casamayor
(54-119), Hottor Vinent [63.5
-140), and Ariel- Hernandez
(75 -165) are Olympic champs
from last year. Enrique Carrion
(57-126) and Juan Hernandez
(67-148), the 1992 Olympic
runnerup, are former World
titlists. .

Still, there is room for
newcomers like (f{lyweight
Waldemar Font and
lightweight Damian Austin,
both junior World champions
[rom Montreal last year.

The rest of the world has
five former World or Olympic

champions competing —
Germany's Marco Rudolph (60
kilos-132 pounds)’ and
Torsten May (81-176),
Hungary's Istvan Kovacs [54-
119), Bulgaria's Serafim
Todorov [57- lﬂﬁl and Francis

Cubans expected to dominate

Vastag of Rumania (71-157).
The United Slates fields a
relatively inexperienced team
whose members could take
the first step towards Olympic

representation jin Atlanta
1996.
Bantamweight San

Fletcher, 25, #n 22-year-old
fcathcrwmght Julian Wheeler,
both 'US Navy boxers, have the
biggest international experi-
ence. They are reigning CISM
(International Military Sports
Federation)] champions, win-
ning their titles in
Copenhagen last year. Fletcher
also boxed at the World cham-
pifonships: in 1991 while
Wheeler was a member of the
Olympic team last year
Competition in thts year's
‘Word amateur championships
will be tougher than ever.
While only 12 boxers could

compete for the former Sovict
Union, - now the area submits
nearly 80 boxers from 12 na-
tions.
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Kohl assures

Samaranch

MUNICH, Germany, May 3:
German Chancellor Hclmut
Kohl met International Olym-
pic Committee president Juan
Antonfo Samaranch here on
Sunday and defended Berlin's
application to host the 2000

Games, reports AFP.

Before the final of the ice
hockey World Ch nships
between Russia Sweden,

Kohl met Samaranch for 40
minutes. Kohl assured the 10C
chief that if Berlin were cho-
sen, the government would do
ceverything possible to make
the Games an unforgettable
success for sport, Europe and
Germany, according to the
Chancellor's press service.

Kohl emphasised: "10 years
after German reunification,
the 2000 Games would be very
important to us. The entire
world would realise how far
the new German Republic had
progressed in a decade, after
the fall of the wall and the end
of the east-west conflict.”

The 10C will decide the
venue for the 2000 Games on
September 23 at Monie Carlo.

Steven Settles
it for Kiwis

SAGA, Japan, May 3: Brett
Steven powered past Shuzo
Matsuoka in straight sets here
today to give New Zealand a
decisive 3-1 lead over Japan in
the Davis Cup Asia-Oceania
zone second round, reports
AFP.

With a 6-4, 6-1, 6-2 win,
New Zealand secured a berth
in the play-off round in
September vying for a place in
the elite 16- team world
group.

Steven and Matsuoka, num-
ber one players of the twd
teams, split the first two sin-
gles matches on Friday beating
Yasufumi Yamamoto and Kelly
Evernd:n, while the two New
Zealanders won their doubles
match Saturday.

It was a repeat performance
for New Zealand, which de-
feated Japan 3-0 in their pre-
Ho;g_ﬂtﬂl Cup meeting in
19 ’

The last match between
Evernd=n and Yamamoto was
to be played later in the day on
the artificial indoor court at
the Saga Prefectural Sogo

Gymnastum, Western Japan.
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Schools kabaddi

Sports Reporter

Motijheel Meodel High
School and Ansar and V D P
School recorded antithetic
victories in their respective
matches in the BGIC fourth
schools kabaddi competition
al the Outer Stadium yester-
clevy.

Motijheel Model High
School overpowered Segun
lagicha High School 29-15 in
the first mateh after trailing 7-
13 in the first sessions.

The winners scored two
lonas inst the losers’ one.

in the other match ol the
day Ansar and VDP School
cdged Maniknagar Junior High
School 31-27 in a cliff-hanger

The first hall score was 24-
B in favour of the winners.

Both the teams carned two
lonas each.

Maniknagar Govt Primary
School take on Notre Dame
School while Gandaria High
School meet Haider All High
School in today's fixtures.

MUNICH, May 3:°
It seems you've
got to have a lot
of rookics to win

the World lo-
ckey Champion-
ships.
Last year, Sweden had 16

rookies, but still went on to
win its second straight title,
On Sunday, a Russian team
with 15 rookies beat the
Swedes 3-1 to caplure its
first-ever championship, re-
ports AP.

Goalie Andrei Trefilov, the
big hero on the Russian team
in the final, remembers very
well when he was a newcomer
on the former Soviet team.
Triilov allowed two goals as
the Swedes edged the Soviets
2-1 to clinch the first of two

I consccutive titles in the 1991

worlds in Turku, Finland.

"I was too youpg and too
nervous in Finland,” said
Trefllov, whose team also lost
last year to Sweden 2-0 in the

,quarterfinals.
In Sunday's linal, Trefilov

made 35 saves and was named
the Russians’ MVDP.

"l have [inally achieved
what | wanted for three years,"

Trefilov said. "I'm very happy.”
After the [inal W buzzer,
Swedish goalie Tommy

Soderstrom, a rookie with the
Philadelphia. Flyers this sea-
son, gave Trefilov a big hug.

"He's been blamed for a
couple of losses in pdst Word
Championships,” Soderstrom
said. "He's really worthy of this
gold medal.”

Trefilov played only one
NHL game for Calgary and
spent the remainder of the
season with the Flames
International Hockey Lecague
farm team in Salt Lake City,
Utah.

"l didn't know what to ex-
pect when | came to
Germany,” Trefilov said. "We
had a lot of new players. For
every game we played a little
bit better. But we didn't play
real well until the final against
Sweden.”

The Russians scored twice

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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in the first period to take
command. It was the first
world title for Russia, who
made their debut in last year's
tournament. .

The former Soviet Union
won a record 22 titles since
1954, the last in 1990.

German Titov, Andrei
Nikolishin and Andrei
Khomutov scored the Russian
goals before a near-sellout
crowd of 10,500 ‘in the
Olympic Hall that included
Juan Antonio Samaranch,
president of the International
Olympic Committee.

Boris Mikhailov, the
Russian coach and a star on
the powerful Soviet teams in
the 1970s, praised Trefilov.

"Our goalie played so well,”
Mikhailov said. "We played real
good defence tonight. We're
unbelievably happy.

"Today's victory means a lot
lo me, even more than all the
litles | collected as a player.
But this was not a success for
the coach only. It's a success
for all players and all people

Rookles give Russia a jolly ride

4 .
. |

who worked for the team.
Mikael Renberg spoiled
Trefilov's shutout bid with a

controversial goal at 9:36 on
the third period that first was
disaliowed by American ref-
eree Rob Hearn.

The goal came after a wild
scramble in front of the net. A
Russian - defenceman fell
backward in the crease and
glided into the net, his body
covering the puck.

The Swedes, who won the
last two championships, beat
the Russians 5-2 in the pre
liminary round. But they
trailed 2-0 just 7:03 into the
games as Valery Karpov set up
linemates Titov and
Nikolishin.

"The game was decided in
those seven minutes,” said
head coach Curt Lundmark,
who was an assistant when
Sweden won its last two world
championships.

The importance of the
World Championships has
ebbed in recent ycars because
of the Canada Cup.
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: OUR INSTRUCTOR, A
ALL OPPONENTS.

Today’s Cryptoqulp clue: E equals P

TheC

Is a substitution
letter stands for another. If you
will equal O

words and words using an
locating vowels. Solution is by tri

cipher in which one
think that X equals O, it

the puzzle. Single letters, short

) v ol el oo



