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Women's team ||

title is Ansars'
Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Ansars retained
the women's team title in the
Econo eighteenth national
table tennis champienships
beating hosts Jessore DSA in
the final at the Jessore gym-
nasium yesterday

Ansars, who beat
Bangladesh Biman in last
year's final, were given a jolt
as Shamima upset national
women's champion Zulekha
Akhter in the opening match
of the best-of-five final.
Shamima, cheered on by the
home crowd, took the first set
25-23 in a nail-biter. Zulekha
immediately bounced back
into the game snatching the
next set 21-16 to draw level.
But Shamima did not lose her
cool and wrapped up the best-
of-three encounter with a sur-
prisingly easy 21-8 win.

Zobera Rahman Linu, how-
ever, eased off the pressure
with a facile 21-15, 21-15 vic-
tory over Rinu and then
teaming up with Zulekha, her
conqueror in last years
women's singles final. beat
Rinu and Bachchi 21-13, 21-
15 to give Ansars a 2-1 Jead.

But Shamima, spurred by
her unexpected win over
Zulekha, almost levelled the
score in the reverse singles
against Linu. She pushed her
former Biman teammate 1o
her limits before bowing down
19:21, 20-22.

In the boys' team event
Bangladesh Ansars made it to
the Group A final outlasting
Habigan] DSA 3-1 in the semi-
final. Ansars will meet Tangail,
straight-set winners against
Lalmonirhat.

Dhaka and hosts Jessore
advanced to the Group B final
beating Narail and Rajshahi in
their respective semifinal en-
gagements in straight sets.

Forty matches of the boys’
singles were also settled yes-
terday

Rain reigns at
Dhaka Stadium

Sports Reporter

The Sponsors cricket
tournament match between
Beximeco XI and Gold Leaf Xl
again fell through owing to
heavy downpour for the third
consecutive day. But this time
rain started its act 42.2 overs
into the match.

The matc originally

scheduled for last Satu -2
began' a®™2"80" M uﬂer%ﬂ#m

cast condition with Gold Leafl
sending Beximeo in to bat al-
ter having won the toss,
Jahangir Alam and Azhar
Hossain Shantu gave the
Beximco outfit a solid start,
sharing a 43-run first-wicket
partnership. Shantu; the be-
spectacled Mohammedan
opener, was the [irst to go
when he offered Akram Khan a
catch off Jakee for seven.
Jahangir followed him 21 runs
later when he was clean
bowled by Rahul for 33.
Skipper Faruq Ahmed, who
plays for Abahani Krira Chakra,
and Shahnawaz Shaheed
Shanu then added 48 runs for
the third wicket before Shanu
scooped one from Gold Leaf
skipper Enamul Huq Moni to

Aminul Islam Bulbul after
scoring 14.

Faruq yas batting on 56
and Selim on 20 when rain
started.

The match will resume to-
day with the Gold Leaf starting
their chase for the Beximco
total of 161 for three in 42.2
overs — of course if the
weather permits.

Nat'l snooker

CHITTAGONG, May 3:
Seven games of the national
snooker championship includ-
ing four walkovers were de-
cided at the biliard room of

Chittagong Club today, reports
BNA.

Shaheen Aftabur Reza
Chowdhury of Chittagong Club
defeated Jahangir Alam of
Comilla Club by 4-1 f[rame,
Andrian Gonsalves of Catholic
Club out-played Altal Hussain
Igbal of Chiltafong Club 4-0
and Sayed Ali Mansur of
Chittagong Club beat Ali Ahsan
of the same club 4-1.

Adnanul Islam Chowdhury
of Chittagong Club, Jamaluddin
Ahmed of Comilla Club, Noel
Rebeiro and WF Doherty of
Catholic Club got walkovers
from their opponents.

Army football

BOGRA, May 3: Four more
malches of the football
championship were held at
the Bogra Cantonment, armr
ISPR press release said here
yesterday, reports BSS.

Mymensingh Area beat
Dhaka Signals 2-1 in a Group
A match yesterday afternoon.
in another match of the
Group, Savar Area drew goal-
less with Chittagong Area to-
day. .

in Group B, Dhaka Infantry
drew 1-1 with the Dhaka
Engineers today. Jessore Area
also drew |-1 with Log Area in
another match of the Group

yesterday.
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Former Indian Test cricketer Mohinder Amarnath, whose services have been hired by the

Bangladesh Cricket Control Board (BCCB) to help pick and coach the national squad for the
ICC Trophy competition in Kenya next February, seen signing his contract with the BCCB in

the prese
yesterday at the BCCB office.

nce of Board secretary Aminul Huq Moni and vice president Raisuddin Ahmed (R)

—. Star phntn

ST JOHN'S, Anti-
glll-r H 3: West
Indies cstlblin-
hed a strong
position in the
i - second day ol the
third Test, which was cut
short by 20 overs due to rain
here on Sunday, reports AFP,
Already leading 2-0 in the
three-Test series, West Indies
are in a commanding position
to complete a 3-0 whitewash.
When a downpour, the
fourth of the day, called play to
a halt, Pakistan, replying to a
daunting West Indies total of
438, were 85 for three.
The last of these wickels,
that of Javed Miandad, went
down in what proved to be the

. last over, from Winston
Benjamin.

But Jeft-handed Asif
Mujtaba, who had batted

solidly for 128 minutes to
reach his 50, off 88 balls, with
six fours, remained not out. He
and Miandad had come to-
gether at four for two and put
on B1.

The final chunk of play
lasted just 20 minutes as the
infings had already been in-
terrupted since tea for an hour

by rain.
Lying under covers, the
pitch freshened up and

Benjamin caught Miandad Ibw
with a ball which came at him
U R RS

Basit Ali, who came in to
replace Miandad, who made
31, faced only two balls and
survived a frantic appeal for
Ibw off the second, when he
had offered no stroke.

The f{irst two Pakistan
wickets, those of their open-
ers, had gone down for only
four runs. The scoreboard was
still blank when Courtney
Walsh got one to lift and move
away against Rameez Raja, who

was caught behind.
In the next over, alter

Mujtaba had clobbered a
square-cut four, Curlly
Ambrose brought one in from
a good length to win an lbw
appeal against Shakeel Ahmed,

who failed to open his account
in his maiden Test innings.
Despite the grim situation,
Mujtaba batted with complete
calm, defending solidly and
striking out with pulls and
square-cuts at anything short.
Miandad was defensive
against the pace bowlers, but

sought to attack Carl Hooper,
who had got him out in dra-
matic circumstances in the

WAQAR YDUNIS
second Test last week. He
lofted him for a four and six in
one over.

West Indies’ last-wicket
partnership between Hooper
and Walsh, unfinished from
Saturday, blossomed into a
record stand of 106.

Walsh, who contributed 30
to it, was caught off a bouncer
from Akram on the second
ball after lunch.

Hooper, who had made only
24 runms in his threc previous

5 for 105

Pakistan in dire straits

innings in the current series,
remained not out on 178,
from 248 balls, with 19 fours
and four sixes. It was his
fourth Test century and his
previous best score was 134.

SCOREBOARD

Final scoreboard alter the
second day of the third Test
between Pakistan and Wesl
Indies here on Sunday:

WEST INDIES: First in-
nings (overnight 344-9)
Haynes c Latil b Nadim

Khan 23
Simmons ¢ Akram b Ataur
Rehman 28
Richardson ¢ Akram

b Younis 52
Lara st Latif b Nadim Khan 44
Arthurton lbw b Younis 30
Hooper not out 178
Murray Ibw b Younis 4
Ambrose |bw b Akram 1
Cummins [bw b Younis 14

Benjamin ¢ Akram b Younis 12
Walsh ¢ Mujtaba b Akram 30
Extras:[1b 5, nb 17) 22
Total: 438

Fall of wickets: 1-35: 2-77;
3-153: 4-159: 5-218; 6-241;
7-252: 8-312; 9-332.

Bowling: O M R W
Akram 262 5108 1
Younis 28 4105 b
Ataur Rehman 17 1 66 |
Nadim Khan 38 5147 2
Mujtaba I 6 T 0
PAKISTAN: First'innings
"}. akeel _Ahmed - lbw %
rose
Hamm:? Raja ¢ Murray
b Walsh
Asil Mujtaba not out 50
Javed Miandad Ilbw b
Benjamin 31
Basit Ali not out 0
Extras:( |b 2, nb 2} 4

Total:(for three wkts) 85
Fall of wkts: 1-0; 2-4; 3-85
To bat: Inzamamul Hagq,

Wasim Akram (capt), Rashid

Latif (WK), Wagar Younis,

Nadim Khan, Ataur Rehman.

Bowling: O MR W
Ambrose 9 6 5 1
Walsh 4 1 19 1
Benjamin 756 0 8 1
Cummins 5 2 B 0
Hooper 6 03 0

M Waugh bowls Aussies to victory

ARUNDEL,
England, May 3:
Mark Waugh bo-
wled Australia to
a surprisingly na-
rrow seven-run
win over the
Dutches of Norfolk's XI here
on Sunday, reports AFP.

The New South Wales
seamer grabbed five for 32 to
help skittle the scratch
English side for 196 alter the
tourists had struggled to 203
for nine in their 50 overs,
with Kent paceman Dean
Headley returning five for 51.

Mark's twin, Steve, top-
scored for the Aussies with 59
to lift them from an embar-
rassing 68 for five. He was ably
assisted by wicket-keeper lan
Healy, who contributed anf un-
beaten 47.

But the day’s most impres-
sive batting performance came
from ex-E batsman Paul
Parker, who was last out for
77.

lan Botham, bidding for a
England recall against the
Aussies, managed just 13 with
the bat, including one six off
Mark Waugh, but produced a
fine spell of two for 29 in his
10 overs of seam bowling.

The 37-year-old all-rounder
included old foe Allan Border
among his victims, bowling

Div II basketball

Sports Reporter
Young Angels Club rallied to
beat Victoria Sporting Club

59-43 in the BGIC Second di-
vision basketball league at the

wooden-floor gymnasium yes-
terday.

The losers led the first half
29-25.

Zaidi and Nizam scored 14
points each for the winners
while Zami and Faiyaz caged
22 and 12 points respectively
for the losers.

Rangers Club take on
Josephites Hawks while
Bakshibazar club face Rising

Force today.

the Australian captain for 18.

SCOREBOARD
AUSTRALIA:
M J Slater b Graveney 13
D C Boon c Parks b Headley 14
M E Waugh b Headley 6
D R Martyn ¢ Garner b

Botham 2

MARK WAUGH

.5 for 32
A R Border b Botham 18
S R Waugh b Garner 59
[ A Healy not out 47

B P Julian ¢ Cowdrey b

Headley 20
P R Reiflel b Headley 9
S K Warne b Headley 0
Extras: (Ib 5, w 7) 12
Total: (9 wkts, 50 overs)] 203

Fall of wickets: 1-20; 2-27;

3-40; 4-42; 5-68; 6-150; 7-
1B8: 8-203: 9-203.

Bowling: O M R W
Gamner 10 2 32 1
Headley 10 1 51 65
Graveney 10 2 32 1
Botham 10 1 290 2
Fleming 7 0 32 0
Greig 3 0 22 O

DUTCHES OF NORFOLK'S
Xk
T R Ward run out 33
G Fowler ¢ Healy b Jultan 11
P W G Parker lbw b
Holdsworth 77

G RandrrycSWaughbM
Waugh
M V Fleming ¢ Healy b M

Waugh 0
I T Botham b M Waugh 13
| A Greig ¢ Healy
b M Waugh 6
R J Parks ¢ Healy
b M Waugh ]

D W Headley ¢ M Waugh b

Julan 16
J Garner b Julian B
D A Graveney not out 5
Extras:(Ib-12, w 12, nb 2) 26
Total ( 49.5 overs) 196
Fall of wickets: 1-38; 2-66;

3-66; 4-66; 5-B7; 6-112; 7-
114; 8-162; 9-176.

Bowling: _
Holdsworth 9 1

42 ]
Julian 10 0O 49 3
Reiffel 10 035 0O
Warne 10 1 26 O
M Waugh 10 2 32 6
Div Il cricket
qualifiers

from May 9

Sports Reporter

The qualifying tournament
for next year's Second Division

cricket league will begin from

May 9, according to
Bangladesh Cricket Control
Board (BCCB) joint secretary
Golam Faruq Apu.

Seventy-four teams — split
into eight groups — will take
part in the knock-out tourna-
ment. After the first phase of
the meet, the eight group
leaders will compete in yet
another knock-out round to
select the top two teams, who
will earn promotion for next

_ year's league.

The 35-overs-a-side
matches of the league will be
played in different venues in
the capital and Narayanganj.
The grounds are: Brothers
Union Club ground, Dhanm-
ondi{ Club ground, Dhanmondi

Cricket Stadium, Pallabi
ground and Sitalakshya
ground.

-

the day for
Worcestershire

LONDON, May 3: Adam
Seymour kept his head lo earn
Worcest-ershire a tie in their
English County Championship
malch against Nottingham:
shire at Trent [Bridge on
Sunday, reports AFP.

His pinpoint throw f[rom
the square-leg boundary led to
the run-out of Notts paceman
Andy Pick as he attempted to
scamper the winning single.

It was a frustrating outeome
for Notts after they had
seemed on course for victory
at two stages during thefr pur-
suft of a 206-run target.

Ex-England batsman Derek

Randall gave them a flying
start with 98 and then New
Zealander Chris Caims kept
Notts in the hunt with 68 ofl
92 deliveries. but both fell to
seamer Phil Newport, who
took six for 63

The day's ﬁrrrmining results
were rat less dramatic,
Ghmnrgan Icnding the way
with a 274-run thrashing ol
Sussex.

Former England medium-
pacer Steve Watkin picked up
three wickets in seven balls as
Sussex tumbled to 110 all oul
aflter Galmorgan had declarcd
at their overnight score ol 362
for five.

Northamptonshire also
collapsed when set to make
369 in 90 overs, suflering a
197-run mauling at the hands
of Warwickshire at Edgbaston.

Neil Smith's superb all-
round performance was the
key. He hlt an unbeaten 51 off
46 balls to enable Warwick to
declare at 263 for five and
then claimed [five for B8]
Northants slipped to 171 all
out

They lost seven wickets for
38 in the space of 12 overs
Smith claiming four of them in
15 deliveries.

New Warwickshire captain
Dermot Reeve also impressed
with the bat, cracking an un-
defeated 87.

Leicestershire suffered an
even worse slump inst
Surrey, conceding eight wick-
ets for 43 runs in 22 overs lo

go down by B89 run sat
Leicester.
The home side, needing

306 to win, looked in a strong
position when they went intd
tea at 170 for two, with Tim
Boon {91) going well,

But Surrey seamers Martin
Bicknell, Joey Benjamin and
Tony Murphy swept them to
victory with 41 balls Lo sparc
as Leicesiershire collapsed Lo
216 all ouL

Mcanwhile, Mark Rampra-
kash's classy 75 smoothed the
way for Middlesex's four-
wicket victory over Gloucest-
ershire at Bristol.

Hockey league

resumes Friday

Sports Reporter

The Green Delta Insurance
First Division hockey league
will resume Friday next at the
Hockey Stadium.

This was disclosed by the
league committee in a meeting
at the Bangladesh Hockey
Federation office yesterday.

After the inaugural match
between defending champions
Mohammedans and PWD on

April 29, no matches could be

held due to inclement wea-
ther.

Abahani will take on
Bangladesh Railway and Dhaka
Mariner Youngs face Azad

Sporting Club on Friday.

 willed wcam,

Honduras, May 3:
Thousands of

fans clas-

hed with riot po- -

lice Sunday after
Mexico rouled Honduras 4-1)

in a qualifying game for the

1994 World Cup. Police said at
least two people were injured,
reports AP,

Fans

blocked llu teams

~Juan Remirez of Maexico (L) battles for

Honduras were | eliminated.
There were 40,000 spectators
at the game, and some threw

at the players as they
ed for their dressing

m
The crowd repeatedly re-
lled more than 100 riet po-
with metal shiclds, as well

1

as lo_Hltra with automatic ri-

''''''

——————
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ssion of

the ball with Nicolas Suazo during th-ir World Cup

qualifying match on
hammering Honduras 4-1.

2 in Tegu
Mexico kept on course for next yurl

, Honduras.
orld Cup by
—AFP photo

near the stadium after
fell, crowds
thinned. overturned a

ican Republic, FIFA's maich
commissioner, said he didn't
expect the incident to lead 1o
sanctions against Honduras
"because the problems with
the people arose after the ga
me, which occurred normally.”
Mexico can advance to the
World Cup finals with a win or
a tie against Canada on Sunday
at Toronto. The second-place

from Oceania and South
America.

Alberto Garcia Aspe scored
in the second minute and Luis
Flores scored in the [inal
minute of the first hall for
Mexico, which got a second-
half goal from Luis Garcia
(49th minute) and an own goal
by Richardson Smith (89th).
Juan Alberto Flores scored in:
the 67th minute for Honduras.

Teamwork, talent Swiss secret

GENEVA, May 3:
Switz-erland's
first World Cup
berth since 1966
has moved within
casy rcach thanks to a crop of
cxecptional talent paired with
velcran players in a strong-
reparts ARy, o |
English coach Roy
Hodgson, who took over the
Swiss squad 18 months ago
from furmcr West German in-
ternational Uli Stielike, is
credited with sharpening the
team's tactical and mental
toughness and has ended in-

fighting.
Lo overshadowed by
Switzer 's skiers, the soc-

cer team took a two-point lead
in its World Cup qualifying

group Saturday by hﬂtmg It-ly
in a major competition for
first time in 39 years.

The 1-0 win, secured in
the second half after the ref-
eree sent off Italian midfielder
Dino for a feet-first
tackle, virtually clinched
Switzerland's berth in next

year's 24-nation World Cup fi-

nals in the United States.

“It's ficent,” Hodgson
said. "An evening like this
makes it all worthwhile.”

Logically, Switzerland can
get by with one draw in two
remaining qualifiers, away

games against Scotland and

Portugal, assuming thcy beat

L A

A midfield melee during the Janata Bank Pioneer soccer
league Group A play-off between K R Boys Club and
MEPCC at the Outer Stadium yaatardny K R Boys booked
the last semifinal berth by winning the match 1-0.

— Star photo | goal.

visiting Estonia in the lasl

group game. [taly and Fbrtugul
are contenders the group's
other qualifying spot.

"America, we're coming,”
the mass-circulation Swiss
newspaper Sonnntagsblick
headlined Sunday.

S'w'luu striker

23, was shut out by
Itllyl tough defence and de-
fender Marc Hottiger scored
the decisive goal in the 55th
minute,.

A member of UEFA Cup fi-
nalist Borussia Dortmund of
Germany and co-leader in the
Bundesliga's scoring race,
Chapuisat symbolizes a new
Swiss soccer tion with
international .

FC Kaiserslautern, another
first-division German club,
have signed midlielder Cirico
Sforza, 23, who had one of his

best game's Haly.

Hndponmmught back
defensive anchor Alain Geiger
and free-kick specialist
Georges Bregy, both in their
mid 30s, as national team reg-
ulars,

Hodgson, 46, has spent

‘most of his soccer career as a

coach. He led Swedish team
Malme FF to three league ti-
tles in the 1980s.

In Switzerland, he built the
Swiss team on the belief that
disciplined teamwork and
clever playing tactics make a
squad stronger than the sum
of its

“The
prove the collective potential,”
he says.

His drills focus on
strengthening the team's
mental and phy:u:nl ability to
sustain "pressing” — denying
opponents the space to build
moves toward the goal — for
an entire 90 minutes, as
shown by top squads like Italy,
Germany and the Netherlands.

Switzerland have gained re-
spect by staying undefcated in

Pioneer soccer

Sports Reporter

KR Boys Club booked the
last semifinal berth of the
Janata Bank Pioneer soccer
league when they finished
Group A runner-up by cdfi
past MSPCC in their
match of the up champi-
onship play-off at the Outer
Stadium yesterday.

KR Boys will be up against
Group B champions Dipali
Jubo Sangha in the second
semifinal on May 9 while the
other semifinal match will be
played between Group A lead-
ers Motijheel T & T Club on
May 8.

Yesterday, Belayet scored
the winners for the KR Boys in
the 29th ‘minute. The victory
upped the winners' tally to six
points from four outings.

In the other match of the
day, Motijheel T & T Club,
who ensured their place in the
last four by winning their pre-
vious game, ended their en-
gagements on a winning note
elbowing Shatadal Samaj
Kalyan Sangha by a solitary

Stephane,_

goal must be to im- |

10 games, including seven in
World Cup qualifying.

© "We've seen. an improved
image,” Hodgson said in a
telephone interview. "But we
must never forget that we are
not, and never will be, Brazil,

Italy or Germany.”

od n has said hc#m -
quit if fail to

the World Cup, but recently he
renewed his contract for an-
other three years.

He admitted the Swiss had
some lucky breaks against
italy, which dominated
Saturday's game until Baggio
was sent ofl. The expulsion
was severe, h in line
with toughened fair-play rules.

"l think the Ision won
us the match,” Chapuisat said.

Arrigo Sacchi lost his first
game since taking over [taly in
November 1991,

N Korea settle

for a draw
SINGAPORE, . May 3:

Second round qualifiers North
Korea went through a mean-

ingless game for them, playing
at halfl pace to draw 2-2

against Qatar in the Asia Group
C pre-World Cup football tour-
nament here Sunday, reports
AFP.

The half time score was 1-

I. The North Koreans, who
were the only unbeaten team
in the five-nation playoff and
with maximum points from all
their previous matches,
flelded their reserves and

showed no urgency in scoring

at all.

They had qualified
for the second round nﬂ'
carlier when Qatar nf

Singapore 1-0 on Frldu
their second defeat. M h.t
to Korea 1-0 in the first round
playoffl in Doha Qatar, earlier
this month.

North Korea will now p
in the second round, whic
will be contested by the top
six teams in the six Asian
groups. The other qualifiers
will be decided later.

The top two teams in the
second round playolf will rep-
resent Asia in the World Cup
finals to be played in Atlanta
next year.

In an earlier match
Singapore edged Indonesia 2-
1. Singapore [inished third,
The other team in this group
was Vietnam, which finished
at the bottom.

FINAL STANDINGS

The final team positions at
the end of the Asia Group C
pre-World Cup football playofl
at the National Stadium here
Sunday (played, won, drawn,

lost, goals for, goals against,

points),

PWD L'F AP
North KoreaB 7 1 019 615
Qatar 8 6 1 222 811
Singapore 8 5 0 3121210
Indonesia 8 1 0 7 619 2
Vietham 8 | O 7 418 2

{(North Korea qualified for
the second round playoff
among the six top teams in he
Asian groups. The top two will
make it to the Atlanta World
Cup finals next year).



