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Dhaka, Tuesday, May 4, 1993

What Next after Paris ?

On Monday last week, just around the time the

Finance Minister was probably pre his case
in Paris for presentation before the Aid
Consortium meeting the followi day, the
Cabinet in Dhaka approved a p for impos-

ing restrictions on the import of sugar. The
overnment thus took a step which runs coun-
er to its avowed commitment to a policy of
trade liberalisation, strangely, on the eve of
the Paris meeting. On his part, the Finance
Minister is said to have reacted strongly
against the measure while talking to news-
men at the airport on his return to Dhaka on Fri-
day.

We do not intend to go into the broader issue
of trade liberalisation as of now nor do we plan to
discuss the specific case ol import of sugar. We
also do not wish to dwell on the possible embar-
rassment of a Finance Minister just back from an
international gathering where he renewed his
couniry's pledge to adhere to a policy of freeing
imports from administrative controls. Rather, our
anxiety centres on the apparent lack of consis-
tency in policy formulation and absence of coor-
dination in the higher echelon in the govern-
ment.

Contrary signals on major policy issues con-
found the public, erode our credibility abroad and
shake the conlidence of domestic and foreign in-
vestors alike. Incohefence in policy matters also
mars the image of the government.

Donors at the Paris Aid Club meeting have laid
out an elaborate programme of actions to be
taken by Bangladesh over the year ahead. The
agenda for work not nnéy require the nﬁui
process of liberalising trade policy to p fu
steam ahead but also calls lor decisive moves in
quite a few other key and sensitive areas. For in-
stance, in order to improve external competi-
tiveness of our exports, trade liberalisation would
have to be supplemented with more flexible ex-
change rate management which signifies, as we
noted on an earlier occasion, further devaluation
of the taka. Government also undertook to follow
a more aggressive ;rlvatizallnn programme,
sell oflf at least hall of the industrial concerns
in the public sector and on top of this, disinvest
one state owned commercial bank, within
the year. It has to shed at least twenty thousand

ublic sector jobs by the end of June and estab-
ish a firm linkage between wages and produc-
tivity. '

This list of things to be done is by no means
complete but it serves to underline the urgency
of evolving a coherent and well coordinated ap-

roach on all the issues involved. The bill of fare
anded down at the Paris meeting is indeed a
still one. Policy makers may differ in their per-
ception of the contents of the reform prwn.mme
or about the ways its of implementation. However,
having agreed {; a set of policy measures, the
overnment machinery should act in unison.
ere might even be a strong case for protection
of domestic sugar industry but the objective could
robably be achieved through means other than
ing quantitative restrictions ‘ort import. For
instance, tarifl measures could have been applied
to make the imports costlier or an appropriate
mix of pricing mechanism and duty adjustment
could have been devised to make the domestic
product cheaper.

Considering the dimension of the reform pro-
gramme and the arduous nature of the task taken
in hand, this is also the time to renew eflorts at
forging a national consensus on major economic
issues. It is a question of choosing the l'l%’lt path
for "‘implementing the programme which would
cost the society least in pain and dislocation
while making the benefits of reforms visible in
the shortest span of time.

A Swamped City

It was only Baishakh 19 and yet the whole sky
came down. Instead of a Kalbaishiakli cyclone, it
was a most unexpected Ashadhi outpouring called
so very appropriately a dhawl. This in a way, very
eloquent way indeed, set the stage for the
rains to come although there is a full month of
sizzling jack-fruit ripening heat of Jaishtha before
the official opening of the wettest season of the

year. '

Tagore called such outpourings the wedding of
the separated lovers, the earth and the sky. And
what a ceremony we witnessed on Sunday pro-

logued as it was fittingly by a deep darkened sky
that swept away all light from the face of the

NCERTAINTY over

the new US admints-

tration s stance on
such trade issuecs as protec-
tionism in America, economic
regiona-lism, Uru- Round
of negotiations u the aus-
pices of the General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade
([GATT) and bilateral trade
disputes seems to be causing

t!m in the capitals around
the world. President Clinton
himsell is generally seen as a
free trader. However, talks
that the United States was

for a review of some
of the accords ' reached
in the Uruguay Round of
negotiations and the new US
administration's tough stand
on trade disputes are sending
twinge of apprehensiort among
its major trading partners.

As lor what many see as a
wave of growing protectiontsm
in America, US steel industry
had filed complaints of dump-
ing inst European  steel
manufacturers as well as some
other countries, including
Japan and Australia, in June
last . One of the first acts
on the new US administration
was to slap anti-dumping du-
ties on foreign steel imports. It
is said that the dectsion in this
regard was in the wings when
the new administration took
over. Still, some consider the
action hasty. Then the automo-
bile industry was up in arms
against Japanese cars. Another
battle seems to be brewing up
on the issue of access of

' American-grown apples in the

Japanese market. On the other
hand, the European Economic
Community (EEC) finds itself
embroiled in a trade dispute
with the USA over the ques-
tion of award of contracts as
Washington believes that EEC
rules discriminate against US
firms bidding for business in
EEC public sector. Well, more
about trade disputes later.

On the issue of cconomic

regionalism, misgivings ol
countrics in Asfa in particular,
centre on the North American
Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) signed by Canada,
Mexico and the United States
in December last r. The
agreement is yet to ratified
by the three countries. How-
ever, the new US adminis-
tration has come out strongly
in favour of it countries
in Asia fear that NAFTA would
lead to trade diversion and
consequent loss of their export
market in North America to
Mexico. They are also afraid
that preferential treatment for
Mexican products allowed un-
der the agreement might in-
duee foreign investors 1o relo
cate production [actlitics [rom
Asia to Mexico. Even the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) in its
latest annual outlook, says that
Asia could lose business in the
US and Canadian markecis
when Mexico becomes a major
supplier to North America un-
der NAFTA. With low labour
costs and a large population,
says ADB, Mexico represenis
not only a significant market
for potential investors but also
a source for cheap imports for
the North American market. A
further cut in tariff barriers
among North American coun-
tries could, ADB adds, work to
the disadvantage of Asia by
strengthening Mexico's bid to
become a major exporter.

At the same time, some say
that the relatively stifl ‘rules of
origin’ governing the sourcing
of products which would gual-
ify for preferential treatment
under NAFTA, might serve as a
sort of saving grace for pro-
ducers in Asia. This 'escape
clause’' could turn to the disad-
vantage ol the Mexican pro-
ducers of electronics gar-
ments. The NAFTA rules of
origin in such cases, some ana-
lysts say, could initially act to
limit diversion of imports ol
Asian products in the “North

American market! tLowards
Mexico.
The 108-nation Uruguay

Round of Multilateral Trade
Negotiations was launched at
Punta del Este in Uruguay in
September 1986 under Lhe
acgis of GATT. The aim is to
lower barriers to trade in agri-
culture, textiles, manufactured
goods, services such as bank-
i telecommunications and
ot areas. [t is claimed that a
success of the negotiations
would increase world trade
and output by 8 250 billen.
Now in f{ts seventh year,
Uruguay Round has often re-
mained stalled, particularly on
account of the running baitle
between the US and EEC ne-
gotiators over the agricultural

Here, it is of interest to
note that while the slightes!
whifll of a =ubsidy in a couniry
like Dangladesh draws imme-
diate protests from the donor
community, developed coun-:
tries themselves had been pay-
ing out farm subsidies on a
truly massive scale. According
to one count, the total outlay of
the developed countries (n
agricultural subsidies in |990
alone came to 176 billion dol-
lars, more than seven-times

our GDP!
Be that as it may, Lthe US

and EEC had come to an
agrecment on  agricultural
subsidies in November 1992 in
the wake of the ollseeds
cpisode when America threat-
ened EEC with trade sanctions
as il felt that the European
Community was subsidising its
oilsceds growers heavily and
import of the product into the
States was causing harm to its
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own flarmers. Although Press-
dent Clinton had signalled his
strong commitment o com-
pletion of the Uruguay Round
within this year, subsequent
reporis to the eflect that the
new US administration might
scek to renegotiate the farm
trade accord with the EEC as
well as reopen issues like
subsidies, anti-dumping,

textiles and services had
brought despair to many.
However, the US President's

latest move to get negotiation
mandale extended wupto
December has reduced their
anxiety to some extent. The
earlier mandate from the US
Congress expired in March.
The mandate authorises the
US Prestdent to conclude
agreement on the Uruguay
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Roung and the legislvure then
can accep! or reject the Lreaty
only as a package without any
modification,

Reverting to trade disputes,
the US-EEC talks in Wa-
shington last month on the
row over public sector con-
tracts, mentioned earlier,
hroke down and the negotia-
tors [rom Europe rcturned
home. Later, a partial agree-
ment was reached through ne-
gotiations conducted over
telephone across the Atlantic
and a trade war is said to have
been narrowly avoided.

Publication of the eighth US
annual list of nations accused
of indulging in unfair trade
practices earlier in April,
caused a new flurry of activitics
among the concerned coun-
trics. This time the list names
fortyfour countries of raising
barriers against US goods by
laking resort to unfair trade

practices. Apart fromn the EEC.
a trading bloc In Asia alse,
namely the Gulf Cooperation
Council IGCC) comprising of
the ofl producing Arab states
in the region, figures in the
lst. In addition to Japan,
countries from Asia named on
the list include China, Indo-
nesia, South Korea, Malaysia,
Singapore, Thafland and two
slates from the sub-continent
— India. Pakistan. Many of the
countries placed on the list
were already in dialogue with
the USA on trade issues and
now some of them are maki
a trek to Washington in a
to avert US trade sanctions.
Following the Japanese
Prime Minister's meeting with
the US President in Wa-
shington in April, the tweo
sides have agreed to evolve a
‘new framework’ over the next
three months to address bilat-
eral trade problems. Negotia-

tions on the proposed [ra-
mework t is Hkely to

agrecmen

bring a basic principle of in-
ternational trade to focus. The
principle of adherence to the
pristine format for free trade
appears to be at stake. America
seems (o be pressing for more
of mana trade which
means fixing numerical targets
in advance for trade In speci-
fied products and setting up
performance criteria for im-
ports and exports (well, chiefly
imports of US goods inte
Japan, some say) of the items.
Japan is arguing that this runs
contrary to the principles of
free trade. However, in the
past Japan did on similar
‘'orderly trading arrangements’
in its trade with the USA in
certain {tems, such as semi-
conductors and automobfles.

As the Uruguay Round re-
mains stalled, some of the ma-
jor trading nations of the
world seem to be moving to-
wards increasing recourse to
managed trade. Where invisible
trade barriers impede ([ree

 Is the World Moving away from Free Trade?

T HE recent blackiisting of
a number of frozen food
exporters of Bangladesh by the
US Federal Drug Adminis-

altogether different frun'thuu
recounted so far since it scems
to have been imposed on the
und of ecausing health
. Rather, it to the
fore, the inadequacy ol our
quality control mechantsm for
exports of perishable com-
modities. A press report,
quoting the Bangladesh Frozen
Food Exporters Association,
says that USFDA teck this
action as the salmonelia
content of the f[rozen fish
product in the ékport consig-
nment exceeded permisatble
limits. This is not the [irst
time that such lapses have
occurred and will hurt future
exports of the product not only
to the USA but elsewhere also.
It s high time that the
concerned authorities lake ef-
fective steps to stop recur-
rence of such lapses. It also
behoves on the Exporters
Association concerned to en-
sure better accountability
among its members in luture.

The Return of the Left-front in Tripura : An Overview

by Haroon Habib

HE Left-front of Tripu-
ra has returned to po-
wer with a landslide
victory in the state asscmbly
polls. The return to power
within five years through
capturing more than three-
fourth majority in the state
assembly by the left combine
under CPM's leadership is not
a very simple event in the
contemporary Indian politics.
The electoral battle in the tiny
Indian state, adjoining
h, was held at a time
when Indian politics is report-
edly passing through a r.ru.n%k
tion period or, to some ob-
scrvers, a critical period ei-
ther.
CPM — the Marxist
Communist party — or the left
forces are not a new stre

in Tripura politics. They have -

taken a deep in-road in the
politics of the stale, a region
inhabited by the Bengalis and
the tribals, from several
decades ago. Despite their
marginal defeat in the 1988
clections to the Congress (I)
and Tripura Upajati Juba
Samity (TUJS) combine, the
Left-front under the steward-
ship of veteran leader Nripen
Chakrabarti, earlier ruled the
state for many years.
Therefore, for obvious reasons,

| the base of CPM or its allies is

solid in Tripura, and also in
West Bengal, though they are
vet to become a national alter-
native to Congress (I).

The victory in recent elec-
tions or the returmn to power by
the Left-front is not therefore
an establishment of a new po-
litical pattern in the province.
But the massive mandate
rceeived this time from the
clectorate may have obviously
shaken their arch rival, the
Congress (I). Despite holding
power in the centre, the
Congress (I) lailed Lo master

their required support in the
state, or also in West [Bengal,
cven though they ruled the two
states for many years. It is thus
not true that power can only
cement the politics of the in-
cumbent, but a times it
rather weakens, which, unfor-
tunately, is not understood by
the people in power. There are
many instances of such ironies
in the countries like ours.

Many analysts have por-
trayed the Tripura elections as
"very significant” maybc for
some other rcasons. According

s gp<them, he results el the

polls may not immediately ex-

ert direct influence ‘on-greatcr
Indian politics, but they arc

likely to spread images of the

Left politicians, which they

have built over the decades,

from old areas to the new. The

electoral event was also very

close to the events which re-

sulted in from the demolition

of the Babri Mosque by the

Hindu fanatics on December 6,

last year, and the tragic follow-

up of bloodsheds and destruc-

tions, which were virtually

threatening the secular and

democratic image of India. The
fairness ol the polls were

watched by a large number of
impartial observers, therefore,

the results were well accepted
and not made "controversial®

like th¢ one in 1988. The im-

position of the central rule in

the state may have also con-

tributed to ensure fairness in

the voting.

It s not at all a welcome
news for the Congress (l)-led
centre in New Delhi, that it
has lost a state government,
particularly at a time when it
has been fighting a hard battle
to check phenomenal rise of
communalism and [inding a
rcal bad time in sizing up the
pervasive quest of the lunda-

mentalist BJP to become s
national alternative. But it is a
hopeful note to many, that the
CPM s one of those few eflec-
tive parties which have been
extending its strongest sup-
port to the centre in contain-
ing the forward march of the
BJP-led fanaticism, which has
already threatened the secular
constitution of India. The
Tripura poll results are so in-
teresting that the CPM has
alone bagged more than the
absolute ty and the Leflt-

--zmhl broke the record of -
Pop ty

The list of [aflures may be
pretty long if one tries to
assess the seventy years'
records of the communist
rules in the Eastern Europe.
The philosophy in the conduct
of state governance under
communist rules was not bet-
ter than those of the monar-
ches or the autocrats. The uni-
versal quest for freedoni and
people's aspirations may be
subsided for somc¢ time with
the promised welfare through
economic distribution, but it
cannot sabotage the [reedom of
speech and activities. It fis,
therefore, a consensus of all
civilised human beings around
the globe that the uprising

‘dagainst communist dynasties

were nothing but people's
normal reactions to get back
their freedom. But some state
powers in the Eastern Europe
are possibly committing the
same crimes like those of the
communist rulers, who in-
fringed democratic rights to
choose people’'s own way of
politics. No action can be said
to be right or civilised to sup-
press people's right to choose,
even if it is aimed at driving
out a theory or estaplishing
M.

The Indian way of socialism
is a reformed and localised
version of communism which
has possibly integrated in the
democratic practice of world's
largest democracy. Interes-

tingly, "when the term
communism is being aban-
doned everywhere, it is gain-

ing popularity in India with the
third consecutive assumption
of power by veteran politician
Jyoti Basu in West Bengal, the
comeback of the Left-front in
Tripura and spread of the the-

ory in Kercla and other areas.

munists or the socialists of
Bangladesh have 'a difllerent
story to tell. Many of them
tried to establish socialism in
this poorest nation themselves
adhered to a posh way of living
and addressing the have-nots
to act. Some of them often cast
their allegiance o dollars and
petro-dollars. When some,
right from the Pakistani days,
remained close to the military
dictators, and some even did
not hesitate to promotc those
who opposed country's inde-
pendence.

F i

There must be various vital
reasons behind such a stun-
ning defeat of Congress (I) in
Tripura. Many Congress lcad-
ers, including the provincial
chief Radhika Ranjan Gupta,
demanded of the party high-
command to initiate an early
investigation into the catastro-
phe. Ms Mamata Banerjce, the
much-publiciscd name in West
Bengal's Congress leadership,
has alrcady termed the dcleat
as Lhe "victory ol the party
high-command”. Such contro-
versies apart, the defeat of the
Congress (I) came at a time
when its position was im-
proved in the north-cast re-

gion with the restoration of
power in the Nagaland and
Meghalaya. The poll results
have also shown that the tribal
ally of Congress (I}, the TUJS,
have suflered a deadly blow,
while the ally of CPM, the Hill
People's Party, did better.

One of the vital Bignill-
cances of the Tripura elections
may be that, the fundamental-
ist BJP, for the first time, filed
nominations for 39 seats in the
state assembly. This s of
course a major breakthrough of
the party, that it had suc-
cceded in nominating 39 can-

. didates this time “Where | they
But, undoubtedly, the com- |

had no base. The BJP failed to
bag a single seat, nor its nomi-
nees succeeded in polling sufl-
ficient votes to prove (its
strength, the party's success
in the next elections would
largely depend on the overall
developments in the national
level. The BJP has already sur-
vived a major blow with the
favourable verdict of the court
against centre's decision to
dissolve BJP-ruled state gov-
ernments following Babri
Mosque demolition. Everything
would now depend on how
Prime Minister P V Narasimha
Rao acts in the centre or how
clfective can the unofficial
anli-fundamentalist combine
involving Congress, CPM,
Janata Dal and others works.
The ugly hands of commu-
nalism struck Calcutta for the
first time after 'the 1964
communal incidents. It has
claimed innocent lives and de-
stroyed properties in other
parts of India. Unfortunately,
communalism is such a seed of
demon-tree which grows al-
most uncared for in this soil
But Tripura, which was major
border area of Bangladesh's
liberation war, fortunately kept
itself away from such ugly inci-

dents, even though some fanat-

fcs committed the same
crimes against humanity in
parts of Bangladesh in the
aftermath of Babri Mosque in-
cidents.
Communalism cannot be
checked by a government or a
alone, neither it can be
countered effectively without
total political commitments of
the leaders of this re . The
growing menace should be en-
countered with united endeav-
ours of all progressive and sec-
ular democratic forces. Reli-
gion is an fssue to be pursued
by the individual. Whenever it

, 780eq )" the handw o/ the

lificians, it unfortunately
comes weapon to kill and’
destroy.

Well-known left Ilcader
Dasarath Dev has become the
8th Chiel Minister of Tripura
succeeding Samir Ranjan
Barman. As reported, his elec-
tions to the highest political
office of the state has been
welcome by all concerned sec-
tions.

Dev, who was born in a
tribal peasant's family in Khoai,
had no formal education till
the age of 14. Later, he joined
the left politics while a student
in the Habigonj College in
Bangladesh. He got his degrees
from the Calcutta University,
took part in anti-British
movement and succeeded in
clecting himselfl consecutive
for several terms to the Lo
Sava and also served as ty
Chief Minister of Tripura dur-
ing CPM's previous rule under
Chief Minister Nripen
Chakrabarti. Dev has -
edly included eight new laces
in his 14-member cabinet with
a view to in a new dy-
namism in the fresh Left-front
governance. "

I laroon Habib is a joumalist-

author and column contributor.
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earth. Before coming down to impregnate the
earth, was the sky playing the King of the Dark
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Chamber? Did he want to bide from us all his
union with his darling? Well, he instead rather
swamped us all through that 99mm raining spell.
It is not for nothing that there are more songs
celebrating the elementally lugubrious rains than
anything else save love in Bengali. Rains cause the
most suffering in this deltaic doab of the Ganges
and the Brahamputra. And yet its poets have al-
ways sung in praise of the calm sense of satiation,
the indolent stints of introspection shot with
pangs of separation.

Such a grand raining as Sunday's fills the soul
of those who are well-protected against the more
mundane bulletings of the same. A sizably big part
of this city's 8-million-plus population have no
shelters that can protest against pourings from
above and [lowing waters underneath. They always
have a bad time when it rains. One cannot even
imagine the kind of plight they were thrown into
in Sunday’s big rain.

The government and the city corporation in
particular seem to prefer to be more poetically
inclined about this rain thing than be responsive
to the practical needs of the city and its populace
when under siege laid by the rains. Nothing has
so far been effectively done to remedy
the flooding of even the main throughfares of
the city. It's a shame that New Market and city
joints of equal importance go under water
every time there is a big drizzle. Poetry goes out

of the life of those that are affected. When will

the people in charge give up readin
Kalidasa as soon as the sky is overcast an
get down to work to stop the rains flooding the

city?

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

Water talks and
India

Sir, The water talks be-
tween Bangladesh and India
(31-3-93) ended in Dhaka
without a result. As described
in the news item "Dhaka ex-
presses great d ntment!”
in The Daily Et::?ﬂ-ﬂﬂ]. the
Indian delegation refused to
visit the ma. The fact that
the respected foreign dele-

tes did not disclose this in-

rent views or explanation to
the newsmen is thought pro-

voking. | don't like to term it
"unfortunate”, nor I am
tempted to use the term

‘regrettable’. Because they may
take our journalists as childish
(since they ask questions in
spite of the dissatisfaction of
guests!), unqualified (what
would be the qualification of
the newsmen of an LDC?) or
insincere (since t don't al-

ways speak highly of Indial).

llowever, our guests did a
gross mistake. The avoidance

of talk with the newsmen itselfl
is a news and thjswanhmad_—l
cast from both national and in-

ternational media including Lo

BBC.,

We know India is the
la.r&;ut democracy in the
world. And a democratic state
is expected to be democratic
in the world at large. The
Ganges s an international
river. But building Farakka
Barrage on it was not demo-
cratic. And the inadequate
supply of water to Bangladesh
is an injustice and every injus-
tice is a gross mistake.
According to humanism
(which is the common philos-
ophy of every doctrine) wellare
of human beings of the world
should be considered, not

only of one's countrymen.

Being a student and teacher
of Biology, | would like to pro-
ceed further. All the living be-
ings should be considered and
in doing welfare to all the
creaters, proper care should

o s

be taken of the entirec nature
(including the physical one).
In this sense India lagged for
behind. They blocked not only
the natural flow of water, but

also that of newsl!

Avoiding the newsmen ex-
pressed India's weakness that
has rather blared its image.
That is why this act was India's
foolishness. We love India as
our neighbour and co-fighter
during the War of Liberation.
We respeet it as Lhe largest
democraey. Therclore India
should do justice so that the
ncighbours may live worthily,
and deserve honour instead of
hatred.

Md. Abdus Sattar Molla®

Deptt. of Science and Math.
Edn

IER, DU.

Weather Report on
BTV

Sir, Weather report on BTV
scems not really appreciable,
and obviously doubtful. In most
of the evening in rainy season
BTV telecasts that rain or
thunder-shower is likely to oc-
cur in one or two places of two
divisions and a few places of
the other three divisions or
vice versa. Possibly such a gen-
eralised report does not bear

any sense to anybody. In rainy
scason weather report is very
important and BTV is the best
possible media to keep every-
body well informed. As such its
report ought to be particularly
informative.

So far | know, our
Meteorological Department is
quite well equipped with mod-
ern facilities, if not the latest.
So it is expected that they will
pay more attention to make

their report meaningful to all..

Motius Samad Chowdhury
Assistant Manager,
Phultola Tea Estate, Sylhet

Mistakes in school
books

Sir, It is a matter of greal
regret to find mistakes in
school books. Recently my
daughter got admitted to a KG
school and all of her books
were bought as per the school
authority's recommendation. It
really astonished me to find
mistake in her ABC book! How
could it be peossible to find
mistake in a book for little
kids of KG level? It is a very
shameful matter. If we fail to
give right books and teaching
to our children of today, how
can we expect them to be a
worthy citizens of tomorrow?

I would, therefore, like to

suggest that before recom-
mending school boeks, all
should be [irst read carefully
and justified by the school au-
thority and thereafter another
authority should make final~
recommendation whether the

books are of acceptable stan-
dard or not.

Motius Samad Chowdhury
Assistani Manager,
Phultola Tea Estate, Sylhet

Card telephone

Sir, The recently intro-
duced card telephone system
in Dhaka and elsewhere in the
country has encou me to
write a few lines on the above

subject.

Recently a number of let-
ters have been published in
the local dailies complaining
against ‘ghost’ telephone bills.
It is true that the majority of
the T & T penrllc are honest
but all of them had to bear the
bad name for a few dishonest
among them,

To remove the stigma of
dishonesty and to check pil-
ferage Iin the T & T
Department, the intro-
duced card telephone seems
lo be a solution to this prob-
lem. New sets may be in-

stalled by removing the pre-

sent conventional telephone
sCLs.

If card telephones are
widely introduced the tele-
phone subscribers will be ben-
cfitted in many ways: First,
they will buy cards such num-
bers of calls as they want to
make; secondly, the present
tendency of using others tele-
phone, sometimes without
consent and knowledge of the
subscriber, will be totally elim-
inated: thirdly, the cards will
be kept with the proper per-
son and as such there will be
no misuse of telephone either
at home or in the office.

On the other hand, the T &
T will also be benefitted: First,
they will earn the revenue in
advance selling the cards;
sccondly, they will not have to
maintain such a long system of
accountancy, and the banks
will be relieved of their enor-
mous task of collecting tele-
phone bills, and the last but

' not the least, nobody will deny

anyone [rom using one's tele-
phone set if one has a tele-

phone card.

I will appeal to the con-
cerned authority to consider

my proposal effectively.

M Saleem Ullah, Advocale
Motifheel C/A, Dhaka \



