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Blacks kill
5 whites

EAST LONDON, South
Africa, May 2: Five whitcmen
were shot dead and seven

ir were wounded late

y when black gunmen

ﬂﬂ: with automatic ri-

fles in a hotel bar in this costal

South Alrican city, police said,
reports AFP.

Police spokesman Lieu-
tenant Colonel Christo Louw
said a handgrenade and a lear
gas canister were also thrown
inlo a snooker room adjacent
to the bar at the Highgate
Hotel by the three balaclava-
clad gunmen.

A witness told the South
Alrican Press Association thu
kilings had been “in cold

hb&l;mcl Louw said four men
were killed gunfire while
the fifth d in the blast.

3 Serbians held in US: us ederal agents

- arrested three Serbian refugees and five US citizens allegedly

to smu

from Washington
Federal
that spans t

Trunk of a car driven
US dollars each to get

survey ship collided with a

Sunday morning and thmr. Chinese crewmen are missing,
Japanese maritime official said, reports AP from Tokyo.

Norihisa Seko of the Maritime Salfety %J-pm s coast
guard, said the Chinese ship sank after ing with the
%L‘-wmmmmumﬁu:mm west of
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gele them into the United States from Canada,
United Press International reported Saturday, says Xinhua

ts made the arrests at the Ambassador Bridge
Detroit river from Detroit to Windsor, Canada,
and a downtown hotel in Detroit.

| ts found the three Serbians from Macedonia in the
by fellow countryman legally living in
Canada at the immigration checkpoint at the Ambassador

Bﬂgﬁ' Serbians told immigra

to New York, where
teed jobs. Agents also seized 39,000 US dollars in cash.

3 Chinese crew missing: a chinese

COLOMBO, May 2: The assassination of Shri
Lanka's strong-man, President Ranasinghe
Premadasa, has left an unprecedented power
vacuum that could plu the country into a
"political Lebanon,” analysts here said today.

Premadasa was blown up by a suspected sui-
cide bomber as he led his United National
Fl.rlp (UNP) in a t eight 5

nmr;lfl’m:mm?mmﬂ
Lalith

difficult,”

rhrll lm:l opposition leader

Athulathmudali,
“The two assassinations so close to each
other were aimed at destabilising the entire

would remain in a state of confusion
of direction at least in the short term.

“It is going to be the most dillicult trans-
| formation for the UNP since independence

from Britain in 1948. | am not loo pessimistic,
but this is going to be a very very serious calas-
trophe for the country.

The assassination "has leflt a vacuum that is
hard to fill. With Premadasa you
the country was heading They might be able to
keep up the reforms, but it is going to be very
Amaratunga said.

Cabinet spokesman and industries minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe said he was too shocked
to comment on the immediate political after-
math of the assassination.

Shri Lanka's political] lightweight Prime

knew where

political fabric of the country and weaken Minister Dingiri Banda Wi took over as
in a very dramatic . Liberal the acting President before ni. elects
leader Chanaka Amara told A7P, and MP as the new head of state within one
He said the a nationally month.
figure to over the hicr:hh:rlmf Thereafter, the new president could con-
Ac

tinue for the remaining time of Premadasa's

term which was to expire in December 1004,
Wijetunga, who comes from an upper class

elite family, had been a politician with a re-

International

Lanka may become ‘political Lebanon’

laxed, low profile approach which has at-

tracted many

Although he was state minister for defence
uru:ltr Premadasa as commander in chief of the

armed forces and police, Wi

factionalism which In

jetunga himselfl
had admitted that his job was ornamental.
Non-controversial Wijctunga was seen by po

litical analysts as a compromise candidate as
clecting a more dynamic minister could lead to

1991

sadd. -
A Tamil

"This is

led

to muﬂtl?

Athulathmudali leaving the UNP to form a rival  politician D

ﬁt.hulathmudnll'u
dissidents f[afled to {

Democratic United
National Front (DUNF) was formed after UNP
mpeach the President in
August 1991 and their raison detre was the
~opposition to Premadasa.

"Now ‘that Premadasa 1s no more there
could be reconciliation between the DUNF and
the UNP. Otherwise it would be to the advan-
tﬂgc of 4:&1;1 parties,” a spokesman for a radi-

Shri Lanka's
disarray without a
peated electoral
Athulathmudali was seen as a man who could
have given direction to the fragmented anti-
governmemt forces.

The assassination has also raised doubts
about the staging of crucial
elections that were schedu

Post

tion agents they had paid 8,000

they were guaran-

tanker in the East China Sca

The island is between Okinawa and the southern
most main J island of Kyushu.

Scko said communications with the tanker were poor and
no further detafls were available. ) KARACHI, May 2: Gunmen
Indonesian boat capsizes: eghcn fﬁ;ﬁﬁt‘&'ﬁtﬂﬁ“ﬁﬁﬁm
people are missing from a small with 356 Indonesians and woumdied

aboard that

litical grou
mﬂ wife m'ly Blturday police
said, reports AP,

are scarching for the ‘No one immediately clai-

said the spokesman, who refused to his name. )
The capsized boat was on its way from | fa's Bintan ﬂ“mmg? r:: t!'_;g:f.
Island, ]u.t;[juuthofm to Johore in Malaysia, a few | . = = . oliee said they
capsized eight kilometres (five miles) east of Singapore | “"" W8 1% P}::“"“]nr’ 'thc”"'“.m_
Frldnyntght 17 Indonesians were rescued bylpuslng ing. gunmen fired from
lua:d-;ltml boat Saturday morning, the Marine rooflops at_thousands of mo-
I)ep-rtrmnt , urners marching toward
Tarigs house, according (o

Iranian army hits Kurdish base: | 77> house according
The Immanian has p-uund-tl Iranian Hurd;:h bases in At least a dozen people

northern Iraq Iranian troops enterad that border region,

an lraqi Kurdish source said Saturday by telephone [rom

were wounded, but it was not
known how many were seri-
ously hurt, said Anwar Casim,

The shelling killed and wounded several civilians in the of Edhi Welfare Trust. a na.
regions of Khala-Diza, Ranfya and Penjwin, the source said but :
gave no figures for the casualties and did not say when the “"T"i ‘d'; ‘“*“‘l'““"-'ﬂ o l“-"-‘-
atlack occurred. : ast % am rt; ances
He said most of the villagers had been evacuated to other | W€ #€n! lo Tarigs lortress:

ports AFP.

He said In a press state-
ment he would travel
Moscow to sign the pact,
which is aimed at “streng-
thening Kuwait's ability to
confront any threal to its

agreemenl was dis-

R Uslnd allied coalition
drove | troops outl of the
Emirate a bricf land bat-

the in February 1991,

Kuwaitl subsequently signed
defence agreements with the
United States, Brilain and

1

Ruling party
wins Yemen's
elccuons

style residence in a middle-

class neighbourhood in the

centre of Karachi, Qasim said.
It was not known who was

Azim Ahmad Tariq for a burial ceremony from his residence Saturday.

Top MQM leader shot dead

behind the shooting, but Qasim
said the gunfire broke out as
the moumners passed the home
of Altal Hussein, Tarig’s main
political rival.

Tariq, 45 led a breakaway
faction of the Mohajir Qaund
Movement, (MOM] or People's
Refugee Movement, which
represents Indians who went
to Pakistan lollowing indepen-
dence of the subcontinent.

He was said to be a moder-
ate among leaders of the im-
migranl. moyement, consid-
ered Pakistan's most militant
political organization.

it has been demanding
recognition as a fifth ethnic
group in Pakistan after Punj-

abis, Baluchis, Sindhis and
Pathans.
The immigrant group,

which split last year into three
factions, has been accused of
kidnapping, murder and run-
ning torture cells.

The factions are vying for
control of the cities in Pakis-

left:leaning Pakistan

KARACHI Suppnrtars cd' ethmc Mohajlr QatIml Movement {HQ'\M tnke away the body of

~~AFP/UNB photo

tan's southern Sindh province,
including Karachi, the indu-
strial heart of the country with
9 million people.

Last June, the rmment
ordered the army into Sindh
to curb increasing ethnic vio-
lence, mostly between the
immigrant movement and
Sindhi nationalists demanding
greater indepgndence.

The immigrant up hll
also clashed with
me minister Benazir Bhuth:
People’'s
Party, considered the stron
gest political party in Sindh

nce.

Police officials. speaking on
condition of anonymitly, said
they feared an outbreak of re-
taliatory violence from Tariq
supporters.

Most of the businesscs in
Karachi closed flollowing the
shooting and maost peopie
sltayed at home, local residents
sad.
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Deportees end

sit-1n

MARJ AL-ZOHOUR, Leba-
non, May 2: Palestinian depor-
tees in southeast Lebanon
trudged back to their tent
camp in the rain Sunday,
ending a weeklong outdoor sit-
in to protest resumption of
Arab-lsraeli peace talks fin

Washi reports AP,

o, Rantisi, spokes-
man for the nearly 400 exiles,
said strong winds and heavy
rains overnight made’ ft
impossible to continue the
protest.

"We spent a sleepless m‘lu
in stormy weather, trying
without success to light fires

and stay dry,” Rantisi said.

| We're nnwlt.i;mkhgufnm
escalation”.

Isracli in raincoats

fanned across the hills over-
looking the sit-in site and
watched the .l"l.'.‘tIEIt through
binoculars.

Hussein unique
survivor of ME

- tempests

AMMAN, May 2: King Hu-
ssein, the Arab world's lon-
gest-serving ruler, marks his
40th year on the Hashemite
throne Sunday, a unique
survivor of Middle East te-
mpests, reports AP, :

The 57-year-old monarch's

longevity in the cutthroat poli-
tics of the r:ghn is remark-
able. Whm was crowned

., 1953, th:buykmgof

an hed desert s
few _he would last k

in the Middle Eastern eaul-
dron.

He has survived countless
assassination atlempts, a
Palestinian attempt to oust
him, Arab-Israeli wars and po-
litical confrontations.

When Hussein returned last
September from the United
States after surgery for cancer,
more than 1 million people.
ked Amman's streets in an
ecsiatic welcome.

that instability
blow to finding

in Colombo would be a further
a solution to the island's
drawn ethnic conflict which claims a
death toll in the northern and eastern regions.
going to be mess. We are not inter-
ested in a single party, but if there is instability
in the government that will affect the entire
. It could lead to total anarchy,” Tamil

ponement of local elections may com-

pound theunmtat_nty. analysts said. -

Off the

friend and foe alike in

fts border with

I o loil nfiltrattons.
“There will be a trench
three meters deep and
five meters and the wall

g

liary experts
will not be

L

s ol h;'ﬁf..'. ,..':L "
But Kuwaiti authorities say A

tions. d‘“

the tragic dillppclrlnct of

Pierre Beregovoy ™
“He was a man of great courage

who sought over many yecars

l the head
hours later while bein
airiified to a hospital,

youth throws a stone towards Russian militia as
the May Day march in Moscow turned violent Satur-

—AFP/UNB photo

‘'were demolished

150 hurt 1n Moscow
May Day clashes

MOSCOW, May 2 Some 150
people were hurt Saturday,
some scriously, as riot police
used water cannons and trun-
cheons to fend off an assault
here by around 100 stone-
throwing communist
pmmuu nurl:ing the May

J'h nun Lr of

lruthi
at least
two of them set on fire by the
demonstrators as a pitched
street battle that lasted about
half an hour left a scene of
devastation on a main boule-
vard near Moscow's Gagarin

An Interfor Minisiry
spokesman said 77 riot police,
or omon, were hurt in the
clashes. MostL were treated by
medics on the scene but 11

"4-
that te 70
were also injured In
the clashes and several of
them were seen by AFP re-
porters being dragged away
from the scene of the violence
urllh thetr faces covered with

ported

However, he said one riot
policeman who was crushed
between two trucks was In
“very, very serious condition.”

The clashes were the most
violent in years in Moscow be-
tween security forces and
demonstrators and secemed
certain to a fresh rally-
ing cause for the political op-
position to president Boris
Yeltsin.

Several of the accused
plotters behind the aborted
1991 Soviet coup attended the
demonstration, including
Anatoly Lukyanov, the former
Speaker of the Supreme
Soviet, and Cennadl! Yanayev,
:ci‘khnll Gorbachev's vice-pres-

nt.

Former Soviet KGB chief
Viadimir Kyyuchkov, who also
attend, said Yeltsin's decision
1o close the center of the city
to the the hardline protesters
was an “irrational act that
proves the authorities are ner-
vous.” Interfax news agency
reported.

Alh-.tln,m’-ophml

reports AP. to serve the interests of our

Beregovoy died shortly after 10 country as best he could.”
pm (2000 GMT) in a heli- Ralladur sad.

copler en route from his  political iiidd Pere-

of govoy had depressed

by the Socialists’ landslide

defeat. They said he also

was dismuyed by the

disciosure in February that
he reecived an interest-free
180,000 dollars joan in
1986 from a businesaman
later jailed on corruption

Authorities said Beregovoy shot
himselfl Muwrdlymt-::g
with his body » -
gun while walking =

canal near Nevers
said he asked his driver and

bodyguard to let him walk
alone, then shot himself

with the gun, which
Beregovoy apparently had
taken unnoticed,
He was rushed to a hospital in
Nevers.: Mitterrand's office
inﬂhll reported Beregovoy
led before reaching
lhlt hospital, but officials
later llld he was alive,
though in critical condition.
Nevers, where Beregovoy
was mayor since 1983, em
ployees cried at City Hall
afier learning he had shot

himself.
Earlier in the day

govoy h[ﬁ'
conferred with local unton

holiday, l'l-rrt

lcaders and prestded at the
start of an amateur bicycle
e .

In

Beregovoy, a loyal colleague of
Mitterrand’s, served almost
exactly one year as premgler
after replacing controversial
Edith Cresson. Earlter, he
scrved two widely praised
stints as finance minister

Colleagues said he held himsell

sible for the Soctalist
defeat and was depressed
that doubts about his hon-
esty had surfaced despite
his insistence he had done
nothing wrong in accepting
the interest-free loan. :

“He became the target of many
unjust, personal attacks.”
said Pierre Mauroy, another
former Socialist premier.
"As a man of honour, he suf.
fered & great deal.

Beregovoy "didn't recover psy-
chologically” lrom the allc:
gations of impropriety con-

' Socialists won only 12 per
spokesman cent of the seats in parlia.
mentary elections.
S ——

said they were concerned

daty

Sidhathan said.
position has been in total
per leader since re-
ts since 1977, and

council

for May 17.

The Baily Star §

China to buy
40 commerc¢ial
. aircraft a year

BEWING, May 2: China will
import at least 40 commercial
aircrafl a year to keep up with
its rapidly growing air trans-
port needs, an official newspa-
per reported Sunday, says AP,

Domestic passenger and
freight air trapsport is ex-
pectied to increase 20 per cent
annually In coming years, the
China Daly said.

“Therefore China has to buy
at least 40 aircrafl each year,”
primarily passenger jets that
can scat more than 150
each, Ye Yigan, president of
the China Aviation Supplics
Corporation told the newspa-
per.

Ye's group controls China's
vast commercial aircraft im-

| port business,

Record

It's my job to do more

'WASHINGTON: President Clinton humorously

summed up

his first 100 days in office Saturday right, telling reporiers
that if he stumbies it's because he wanis to do far more than

just run in place, reports AP.
"It is my job to do more
than enjoy the honour of
being President of the United
States,” he said.
Clinton had barbs for

remarks that closed the 79th
annual dinner of the White
House Correspondents
Association. .

But at the end he turned
mostly serfous, saying that
cnmpllg:d chiefl James
Carville leaned across the
head table to share some
Southern folk wisdom.

"He told me, 'If you never

want to stumble, stand still,”
Clinton said.

And then addressing
himself to the reporters who
cover his administration, he-

said: “You tell them when | stumbie. Bu.tl-hnyutcﬂthem!m

not still.”
Clinton had a

jocular verbal elbow for many of his

associates, including Budget Director Leon Panetta, whe was

widely quoted last week in a startlingly

gloomy assessment of the

3 :R:E:Hmthdmmnttﬁlm"

candid and very
fate of Clinton's legisiative

tﬂllll;lndlﬂﬂthﬂtlmﬂl:

m%mwm-hmmwmuum
Bunny, Santa Claus or even the tooth fairy,” the president

said.

"l said, 'Did you learn all this at your fancy new school?”
"She said, ‘No, | had a long talk with Leon Panetta.”

"It was just a joke .

DES MOINES: A high

school student was arrested for

trespassing Saturday nﬂhtwhcntti}medup al his prom
dressed as a woman, reporis AP.

Brett Martin, 18, said he
ires
the red,

was charged with criminal

when he arrived at Knoxville High School wearing

., spaghetti-strapped dress his sister,
Jennifer Leslie, had worn to her

prom the year before. His

sister also loaned him a wig and helped him with his makeup,

"Everybody knew

it was just
Officer Sam Nichols the
confirmed charges were filed,
matter further.

a " e added.
noxville Police Department
but declined o discuss the

Calls to ‘school superintendent Randy Flack were not

immediately returned.
Martin said he and a friend,

to the prom as a couple after

Monday. The formal dance is one of the bigges

Terry Massick, decided to go
Massick's date backed out on
t events of the

year in Knoxville, a city of 8,100, said Martin's father, Rodney

Martin.

Brett Martin said school officials learned of the plan Friday.

asked me, "'Why do you

really 't see anything wrong

want to do this? ‘I said |
with it. People are going to

enjoy it Ilm‘trnllyﬂnthgﬂldul They never said,

"‘Don't do this,™ Martin said.

Condom for soldiers

BANGKOK: US and Thai soldiers taking

part in joint

maneuvers in northern Thailand have been issued 20,000

condoms in a bid to protect

them against the AIDS killer

discase, according to a senior officials in the Thai health

ministry, reports AFP.
Health Ministry
quoted on Sunday by the

condoms, distributed by health

Hn:u-mt Secretary Phaichit Pavbutr was

Post as saying that the
authorities in the Thai

provinces where the war games are taking place, are of high

standard.

Last month the Thai Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
warned that one in 20 condoms available in Thailand was

liable to malfunction and
standards.
The condoms. both locally
risk quality because ol poor
. This year marks the
Thai-US military

did not meet international

made and imported, could be
storage conditions, the FDA

resumption of the annus! joint

mancuvers. The exercise, codenamed Cobra

Gold were cut short in 1991 because of a military coup in

Thailand in

of that year

and not held last year as a

protest by Washington aganinst the military takeover.
At least 10,000 Thai and 8 500 US soldiers are 1o take

part in this year's Cobra Gold. The full maneuvers are

scheduled for May

already begun late last moth.

Socialists’ defeat made mat-
ters worse, though "he al-
ready was very depressed
The Socialists’ defeat in March

had been forecast months |

before.

e e
er nz

w

former culture min-
-time cabil-

Beregovoy,
Saturday at

ﬂum-nnthrhrmrr.

premier before the election.

“At no time In these recend
months was a word spoken

said in a television inter-
view. “He's a man of honour

and mr*'.'

20-25, but preliminary exercises had

DPRK to deploy
new misstle,

believes Japan

TOKYO, May 2 Japan's de-

| fence authorities believe North

Korea will deploy later this
new  Intermediate-
tic missiles that may

Mﬂvzmupuﬂﬂﬁ
h 20 alter the

capable of carrying nuchear

warheads, the newspaper
Yomiuri reported Saturday, re-
ports AP

The longesi: circulation
newspaper in Japan 1-“
unnamed Defence Agency
sources as the  1,/000-
kilometre (625 H"tl
missile, "Rodong-1."

ﬂt'dlnll rﬁ‘d‘dmﬂ

Their deployment would
pose a serious threat not only
to Japan, but also to the secu-
rity of Asia and the Pacific,



