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36,000 Iranian troops
take part in military
exercise in Gulf

TEHRAN, Apr 30: Some
36,000 Iranian troops took

tions and said they were part
of an annual exercise to

1

_ International
US Defence Deptt split over efficacy of air strike

Clinton weighing a two-track s
approach to end Bosnian war

Chiefs chairman, said Clinton

part on Thursday in a massive “preserve the security of the WASHINGTON,; Apr 30: FEuropean capitals, starting in {oin Muslims and- Croats i

naval, airforce and nd ex- Persian Gulfl against aggressive | President Clinton is driving London and including a stop in  peace talks Saturday anR spent two hours with the mitli-

ercise in the Gulf, official foreign forces”. toward a [inal decision by Moscow, Sunday in Athens. tary leaders in "a Mull discus-

Tehran Radio said, reports , Saturday for tougher action to Clinton must confront a ‘Let's see how serious they  sion of a wide-range of military

AFP. This year's manocuvres | .nd the war {n Bosnia, Congress torn between the are,” he said. "They've said  options as well as considera-
The maneeuvres code- were unprl:m:dcntcd for Iran Llnl“ﬁd the sudden will- threat of another Vietnam-like thingﬁ before and not meant tion of the current dip]nl‘l‘lﬂlh‘

named Victory-4 were carried

since the end of the war with

ingness of Serbs to participate

quagmire and the horror of

it."

situation.”
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out by revolutionary guards and Iraq in 1988 for the number of | |, international peace talks, ecthnic cleansing of Muslims Privately, administration of-, "We haven't ruled anything
regular troops over a 50,000 troops, the size of the area reports AP. and Croats by Serbs. ficials said the Serbs were ©ff the table,” other than the
square kilometres (20,000 covered and the scale of the Administration officials said The Defence De nt is  stalling in the hope of averting ~ use of American ground forces,

square miles) area of the
northern Gull.

operations.
At the beginning of the ex-

Clinton was considering a two-
track approach, combining air

split over the effectiveness of
air strtkes, And allies are re-

military strikes.
"If they mean it now, so

1 ?
He said the chiels talked
with Clinton about “the proper

They were aimed at-main- ¢€rcise on Monday, the Navy | .o against Bosnian Serbs  luctant to take the tougher ac- much the better,” the presi- : G e h
fensive. readineps the radio  Shamkhant I nat the | 0t ! M 2 sy war dhd & Backiaeh agatinit: By et deeds. it theh political objectives and policy WASHINGTON: US President Bill Clinton and his wife
said. ' massive” presence of foreign Clinton intends to make up British, French and other words,” “bjecmﬁf'd 4 Hillary acknowledge the applause of members of the

Thc operation included he- forces in the Guif. | his mind by Saturday, Secr- forces taking part in UN relief Christopher said Clinton . e d{ o nﬁe? e President's Health Care Task Force Thursday during a
licopter troop movements and el Vel % " tary of State Warren Christo-  operations. would not delay. "m]::‘ ‘"h;;l“h“f‘*m or air farewell ceremony on the White House South Lawn.
firing of air-to-sea and sea-to- . a dispute pher said Thursday. All of the "Five hundred and thirty- "It does not change our ;mw:t:bc milsldirr:;?m i — AFP/UNB photo

air missiles at imaginary ene-

with the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) over the three Gulf is-

mies.

The Victory-4 manoeuvre
began Monday with commando
and submarine operations at
Busheher, with in-port emer-
gency rescue operations and
communication exercises.

The radio stressed the de-
fensive nature of the opera-

(Buckingham Palace to be
opened to public

Brooke told parliament up to

lands of Abu Musa, grcaler
Tunb and lesser Tunb.

President Alf Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani warned
earlier this year that other
countries would have to ‘cross
a sca of blood" to get to the is-

» lands.

LONDON, Apr 30 : Bucki:

foot most of the bill, estimated
at between 30 and 40 million
pounds (47 to 62 million dol-
lar). '

The Longon palace, first
buflt in 1703 and remodelled
in 1913, 1s one of the city's
main tourist attractions.

Pictures of newlywed royal
couples, including Prince

Charles and Princes Diana,

wecks every summer to help
cover the cost of the repairs at
Windsor Castle, another royal
residence west of London rav-

aged by fire last year.

.The decision was seen as a
further response to public dis-
quict over the lavish lifestyle of
the royal [amily, whose pres-
tige has been eroded by the
marital fatlures of heir to the

President's national security
and foreign policy advisers
have been summoned to a
meeting that day.

It's not clear when Clinton
will publicly announce his de-
cision. Christopher is expected
to first outline the decision to
European leaders next week.

five members of Congress have
almost 535 different ideas of
what should be done because it
is that frustrating and that
complex,” Sen. Patrick Leahy
said after conferring over
lunch with Christopher,
Clinton was quick to ex-
press skepticism at Bosnian
Serbs’ abrupt willingness to

plans at all,” he said.

To demonstrate US resolve
for pressing ahead, the White
House choreographed back-to-
back appearances by the mili-
tary Joint Chiel of Stalf and
then by Christopher before re-
porters and cameras in the
White House driveway.

Gen. Colin Powell. the Joint

"There is always a risk as-
sociated with it," he said.
"Whether they have the ellect
that some of the more strident
advocates hope they would
have is a question to be an-

swered.
However, Powell said the
out

military was ready to carry
any orders from the president.

He's expected to visit several
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| Afghan leaders

may meet soon

KABUL, Apr 30: Leaders of
most of Afghanistan’'s nine
main political factions were

expected to gather in the

all the participants had ar-
rived, a government source
said Thursday.

"Some of the Mujahcdeen
leaders are still in Pakistan,”
the source said.

The leaders must break the
deadlock over the issue of a
cabinet if there is to be a
chance for peace in

tan.
Babbani has refuscd Lo ac-

Hekmatyar,

Police record plane

crash as road mishap

NEW DELHI: An airplane crash that just killed 56 people
in Western India is being described in police records as a
lr;fﬁr: accident, an Indian newspaper reported Friday. says
AP

The Beeing 737-200 crashed onto its belly, broke into
three and caught fire soon after taking off Monday
from the city of Aurangabad, 680 miles (1,094 kms) south-
west of New Delhi. :

Police there have registered the plane crash as a road

 mishap because the accident began when the jet collided

with a truck
Times of India said.
The daily quoted unidentified Indian Airlines sources as
saying that since the truck was on a street outside the airport
boundary, police insist on recording it as a road accident.

ng cotton bales near the runway, The

ngham Palace, Queen Eliza- 70 per cﬂi::d of the ﬂiﬂt ?‘: provincial city of Jalalabad this _

beth's main residence in rﬂltﬂﬂm w sor Cas wou i week for more talks on resolv- ’ ’ r
e B et e ey ontsy tharees far e e Clothes don't make the man

the Royal [amily, is to be tours of the state rooms and sis, reports 3 LISBON: A cross-dressing woman who took a bride and
opened to the public for the picture gallery in Buckingham | | . == = = & & SSEEEEEEE S || Bhit President Durkanisddin ;ﬂﬂltﬂ?ﬂhﬁﬂ;ﬂm Wb\?i:tr:dbyrmf 1 :md"fh :-nj as L}-ngh!y
i, e e T e Rabbani, one of the leading | ienced to three years in prison. reports AP.
paying gviaitnrs would be al-, Earlier it had been an- E:: i;;:t“'tnhafhtpu:;};c:ﬁg Tettenia Oemns, oy e T 2p heaitinguished
lowed into the palace for eight nounced the yer would provincial capital because not Ex;tmm“ h”-l.utrmrdw;dv;wr:;rﬂ;: m“nm“qh:iﬂndmt P,:jdxm

Gomes, dressed in a conservative tie and a double-breasted
pinstriped suit,’had one comment for a crowd gathered at the
courtroom door: "Clothes don't make the man.”

She then strode from the courthouse to the accompani-
ment of a John Philip Sousa march blaring from a music store
across the street.

Gomes, .a 52-year-old former secretary, sald during the
trial that she left home on the Portuguese island of Madeira
in 1974 and resurfaced a year later in Lisbon dressed as an

army captain.

Diana's first female

brother Prince Andrew. been transmitted around the BOSNIA: A Muslim family stands in their backynrd Thursday as sniper fire still continues | ccpt the proposals of Prime
k Heritage Secretary Peter world. Thousands of tourists /| pbetween Muslims and Croats. . —AFP/UNB ‘photo | Minister-designate Gulbuddin babgua:d

ERIEFRY

e A r : , | ‘other bddyguards who piard
. SAN . App80 : A group i Court takeover by a group "1 asked for a soctal sceurity Diana 24 hours a day,
. of five gunmen by a former Instead, there was shootout  which called itsell the death pension, but they turned me London newspapers re-
® & Sk policeman trying to raise and the five surrendered to commando and initially was down for being too young,® ported.
Itallan mlnlster reai S Environment | Money for a liver transplant police, he said. There were no reported to be linked to Fallas wrote. I filed a special Quirk, 36, is reportedly
Minister Francesco Rutelli of the Greer announced his freed all 23 hostages at Costa casualties, Colombian drug traffickers. appeal with the constitutional proficient in judo and like
resignation Thursday after parliament refused to Mft former ] Rica’s Supreme Court only 1o A Costa Rican commando Their leader, Guillermo court, and it was rejected 0o.” others protecting royal family
premier Bettino Craxi’s parlfamentary immunity so he can be be captured in an airport team reportedly was hiding in  Fallas, sent a letter to a local He insisted in the letter members, was trained at the
tried on corruption charges, reports AFP from Rome. shootout, reports AFP. two old aircraft on the runway  television station explaining that the groups threats to kill elite Special Air Service
Rutelli was the first member of the Green Party to assume They got them, they got and captured the hostage-tak- that he suffered cirrhosis of some of the justices, and to commando school in
an Italfan cabinet post. The new government of Prime them, shouted President crs as they headed for a twin- the liver and had taken blow up the court were just Hereford, England.
Rafael Calderon on the e¢ngine plane parked nearby. hostages to raise money for a the result to psychological Quirk, who is unmarried,

Minister Carlo Azeglio Clampi was sworn earlfer Thursday.

US forces’ chief in ROK named:

The United States has named General Gary Luck as
Commander of the U.S forces based in South Korea, the U S
military said in a statement Friday, reports Reuter from Seoul.

Luck, promoted from Lieutenant-General, will also head

"Ho

news the five had been cap-
tured, ending an ordeal in
which 18 Supreme Court jus-
tices were held hostage for
three days.

Calderon said the gunmen

stages in C

The brief exchange of fire
occurred when the five gun-
men tried to shoot their way
out of the trap, the reports
said.

Calderon said he was happy

liver transplant abroad. Sour-
ces close to Fallas said he had
only a few months to live,
Fallas, who was joined in his
dramatic attack by his brother
Gilberto: said tn the lorter 1hat

osta Rica freed

pressure, and that the gunmen
had no intention ol harming
their hostages.

The three other members
of the group have not been
identified,

LONDON: Princess Diana has chosen a female bodyguard
for the first time, reports AP.
Police Sgt. Carol Quirk will
accompany the princess on
her travels, joining three

had been on a two-month
trial- with Princess Diana "to
see if they got on" and
impresse Diana with her "tact
and ready smile,” the Daily
Mirror reported,

the United Nations command. a multinational force which were taken at the international and satisfied with the out- he was sorry for betraying his The gunmen had received Britain's sensdtion-seeking tabloid newspapers have de
¢ polices the uneasy armistice between South Korea and the airport, where the five have come, countrv, but that he had no 150,000 dollars, according to scribed Quirk as "Carol the crackshot” and as riding “shotgun
communist North, it said. been led to believe they would With their arrest, new de: choice, since no goveriment a government spokeswoman, to Diana. Actually, she will carry a 38-caliber Smith and
Luck succeeds General Robert Riscassi. who has served as | ¢atch a flight to freedom in an  talls began to emerge about the official would agree 1o help in exchange for the release of Wesson revolver.
Commander since June 1990 motives behind the Supreme  him. the justices.

The 55-year-old General from Alma, Michigan, served as
commander of U.S army 2nd infantry division stationed in
South Korea from 1985 to 1986.

DPRK wants ties with Israel: v

unidentified South American

Arab world may
have 300m

Croats, Muslims agree to
exchange prisoners

Korea is secking unofficial relations with Israel for the first

time, Israel television Thursd
reported ay night, reports AP

people by 2,000 |

ABU DHABI, Apr 30: The

SARAJEVO, Apr 30: Warring and General Milivoj Petkovic of
Croats and Muslims in central the Croat forces, have ordered
Bosnia-Herzegovina have their local commanders to co-

to the report, an Isracli Foreign Ministry official

visited North Korea six months ago. -
The television said North Korean government officials are
mainly interested in economic and trade relations but did not

what kind

Lif,

¥

i?

Gadhafi accuses |

West of using
threats of
o1l embargo

CALRO, Apr 30: Libyan
leader Moammar Gadhafi ac
cused the West of using threats
of an oifl embargo 1o terrorise
the North African country and
said he will stop selling ofl
rather than take such punish-
ment, reports AP.

"We will turn off our ofl, and
we will lve without ofl for
5.000 years,” a deflant Gadhalfl
said in a speech o students
Thursday

*This is terrorism when
they go on about ofl,” he said.
Gadhalis speech al Jadu
University southwest of Tripoll

was iclevised and mormfiored In

London.

gunships that hovered over Ein el-Hilweh
fired at lcast one misstle into the .

links the shantytown with the Mieh Mich camp, police

projectile exploded at the tunnel's entrance. which
ned by guertllas of Ahmed Jibril's Popular Front for
ation of Palestine General Command, police re-

tunne]

US policy toward S Asia to focus on regional

Alfairs Subcommittee on Asta

SAN JOSE: Justice Jose Luis Arce Saenz (C), one of t

Ty o o

he 19 justices taken hostage at the Costa

Rican Supreme Court, leaves the court with his wife Thursday after being released

tant secretary for South Asia
"sometime in the near future.”

The Clinton administration,
he said, believes that the real
fzation of 1ts key goals
"requires that we pursue an
evenhanded approach,” par-
ticularly with regard to India
and Pakistan. .US officlals
;mt the concept of a tilt in

direction,” he said.

Asked whether the admin-
istration will support the
Pressler amendment, under
which US aid to Pakistan was
L3N . Malott re
that there has been “no dis-
cussion” at the department
about changing the poliey.
‘And as long as it is the law of
the land, we will pursue it." he
waawd

He sald the Clinton admin-
istration was not considering

restrictions on ald (o India,
that assistance is targeted to
some of the "poorest of the
poor,” and "we shouldn't
punish them.” Malott said.
Reports of human rights
abuses on the part of the
Indian government has pro-
duced “serious concerns” in
Washington, Malott said. But
he made clear that US officials
are disinclined to link, India's
human rights record to assis-
tance or trade.

Regarding Kashmir, Malott
reflerated the US view that
"any solution must take into
account the views of the
Kashmiri people themselves ”
He stressed that this position
should not be seen as either

supporting or rejecting the

possibility of a plebiscite in the
disputed state.

_AFP/UNB photo |

Arab world is
almost 300 million people by
the year 2000, an official re-
port said, according to AFP.

“The Arab population will
grow by three per cent annu-
ally until the year 200 and this

rate is high compared with a

world growth rate of 1.7 per
cent.,” said the annual report
distributed by the Abu Dhabi-
based Arab Monetary Fund.

By the turmn of the century,
the population of the Arab
Ltl.{:.ll‘."l 21 members will
reach 299 million, it said. Its
population was at 229 million
in 198] and estimated at 241
millfon last year,

“Such and increase in the
Arab population could be ex-
ploited, Il prepared through
training and education, in ex-
panding economic activity.

to have

|

agreed to an exchange of civil-
ian prisoners, due to be re-

leased by midday(1000 GMT)
today wunder a reinforced
ceaselire
Radio reported, reports AFP.

The ceasefire agréement
was signed Thursday evening
by the commanders of the
mainly Muslim Bosnian army
and the Roman Catholic Croat
forces after nearly two wecks
of fighting between the two
previously allied groups.

The latest exchange agree-
ment also said that both
groups had agreed to the re-
turn of those killed in the
fighting — estimated at least
200 — with bodies to be col-
lected from streets and houses
at 4:00 pm and handed back to
relatives.

The two coemmanders,
Scfer Halilovic of Bosnian army

ment, Sarajevo ’

operate with UN agencies, in-
cluding the UN Protection
Force, and with the Internat-
fonal Committee of the
Redcross, Sarajevo Radio said.

The area has seen savage
fighting since April 15 which
has continued despite three
ceascfires, with atrocities re-
poried on both sides.

Populations have been flee-
ing burning villages as UN per-
sonnel report multiple rape
and point-blank executions of
women and children.

Another report says: Serb
troops shelled the Sarajevo
neighbourhood of Stup — de-
veid of civillans throughout the
night, Sarajevo Radio reported
this moming. Stup, situated on
a strategic crossroads between
the city and the airport, con-
trols the western gateway to
the capital.

il - —

Although the panel had
hoped 1o discuss the adminis-
tration’s foreign aid plans for
South Asia, George Laudato of
the Agency for International
Development noted that no

st was ready for submis-
sion. He said one would be
submitied “shortly™

Following is the text of
Majott's written slatement, as
submitied to the panel:

Cha rman. members of the
subcornmittee, | am very
pleasec to be able to appear
before you loday to discuss the
Clinton administration’s policy
towards South Asia. On behall
of the Department of State's
New Bureau of South Astan
Aflairs, | look forward to a
close and cooperative relation-
ship with you, Chairman, and
the members and stall of this

subcommittee, as we work to-
gether to achieve the inter-
ests of the United States in a
region of the world that en-
compasses one-fourth of hu-
manity.

South Asia — an area of 1.3
billlon people, half of whom
live in poverty, but most of
whom ltve under democracy

is undergoing profound trans-
formation. The Soviet collapse

has altered significantly
America’s relations with the
key players in the region,
Pakistan and India. Since
1990, has been re-
stored in Nepal and
Bangladesh, and aflirmed

througy elections in India,
failure of socialism has

prompted governments to ini-
tiate market based economic

stability

reforms and liberalize foreign
investment. The fall of com

munist rule in Alghanistan has
brought political instability
and major humanitarian needs
than now spread into central
Asia

South Asia is a patchwork of
technological advance and
economic growth next door to

poverty. It is the seat ol
political turmoil, insurgency,
and war, and of national ethnic
and religious tensions. It Is
also a possible nuclear flash-
point.

In dealing with South Asia
we confront, In one place, Lhe
key post-cold war fore pol-
lv:r concerns set out the
Clinton administration. The
situation there offers us great
challenges and great opportu-
nities.

L1 Peng under
treatment

BEWING, Apr 30: Chinese
Prime Minister Li Peng, suffer-
ing from a bad cold. is under
treatment and is resting. an
official said here Thursday. re-
ports AFP

‘Li Peng has caught a bad
cold, "Foreign Ministry spoke-
sman Wu Jianmin teld a

weekly briefing.

He is now receiving treatl

ment and laking rest. When he
is well again, we will discuss

once again the arrangements
for his visit te four central
Asian countries and Mongolia,”
he :mid.., '

The spokesman gave no
other details nor did he indé

cate whetMer the Premier was
being treated in hospital or
nol. .



