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Aid with an Agenda

In a rare show of support for a developing
country in the international climate markeg by
aid fatigue, (he Bangladesh assistance group,
meeting in Paris, has pledged more than what
Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman had asked for
and. indeed, what had been predicted by well-
placed sources here even a week ago. One's im-
mediate reaction to the move by the aid consor-
ttum to oller a packag; of $ 2.15 billion to this
country in place of $ 2.03 billion sought by the
Bangladesh team should be one of gratilication, as
an endorsement of Dhaka's macro-economic re-
forms now set in motion by the government,
However, we suggesl, the mood here should not
be one ol undue jubilation, marked by an exagger-
ated notion ol success of the administration in
the economic [ield. Instead, the government, es-

pecially the Ministry of Finance, should look at
the scenario with a quiet but a dogged determi-
nation to meet the challenges whicl{ lie ahead. A

departure [rom such a mood would be self-defeat-
ing. perhaps even dangerous.
ost ol these challe have been already ap-
parent in a series of policy directions outlined
the government. partly under its own volition a
partly under pressure of donor nations and aid
agencies. They range [rom de-regulation of the
economy, paving the way for an accelerated grow-
th of the private sector to trade liberalisation and
fiscal discipline. On all these tssues, the objec-
tives of the government are clear enough to earn
due recognition from outside, as they did in Pa-
ris. However, there is little doubt that the admi-
nistration has [allen behind in their implemen-
tation due to bureaucratic bunglings, work sto-
ppages and lack ol consensus among major goll-
tical parties on the country's economic agenda.
Judging by press reports, the deliberation in
Paris has focused on these problems, while it has
also reaflired the position of donors on various
elements of the economic prescription for what
the US Ambassador William Milam has described
as the “aid dependent country.” In fact, the im-
pression is that the donors’ insistence this year
on the country's performance seems more direct
than in the past, more clear-cut in specific terms
than what Finance Minister Rahman had ex-
ected [rom the meeting. For one thing, the call
or increased public seclor investment what this
paper pleaded for in a recent editorial together
with accelerated participation from the private
sector should be treated as a serious condition
laid down by the donors. Similarly, the opposition
o the implementation of the Wages and
Productivity Commission awards or (0 any move,
political or otherwise, that widens the gar be-
tween earmming and outpul in any industrial ven-
ture cannot be treated lightly. Furthermore, it has
been suggesied that Lo enhance the competitive-

ness ol our exports, the government should con-

tinue with its “flexible exchange rate policy” — a
hint for further depreciation of our currency —
would be ‘|ust as important as accelerated trade
liberalisation both within the region and with the

oulside world.
In the implementation of this agenda, the most

important component will still be the efficient,
speedy and corruption-free utilisation of aid,
based on eflective preparation of viable projects.
On all these issues, there are still unanswered
guestions aboul our performance during the past
fiscal year. In order to take the public into confi-
dence. the government should indeed publish a
white paper and place it before the forthcomin

session ol the Jatiya Sangsad quantifying an

evaluating our performance. However, this job
would be incomplete unless the opposition comes
prepared {o participate in or even initiate a sub-
stantive debate on the subject. After all, all the
parties concerned should realise that the manner
of our utilisation of the aid pledged in Paris could
very well decide what we can expect next year as
external assistance. In this sense, we have been
pul on test.

A Black Wednesday

Very rarely can a situation be as bad as it was
on Wednesday at Block E, Section 12 of Mirpur.
Police acting on a Housing and Settlement di-
rection were demolishing from daybreak more
than a thousand thatched cott
mates running helter-skelter to save whatever
they can. Enter the mastans who try to obstruct
and flailing they set the whole slum to fire and
fight the rushing in fire service people. In the
meantime. before the [ire had lapped up every
cubic inch ol housing or possession, looters did
their job of scavenging the area clean. A scenario
befitting only an inferno.

There were as such many parties contributing
to the inhumanity of the situation: the police rep-
resenting the government, the mastan arsonists
representing the moneyed bullies who rented out
shanties raised on government land and the sud-
denly-become looters. The barbarity of all three
weighed down on the miserably poor 12 hundred
families who now are left with nothing. If the ille-
gal landlords are quite mindless in their act of
setting lire to the bustee, the government cannot
either be supposed to have thought any more
kindly about the inmates of slum. The slumlords'’
cruelly can be explained, the government's
thoughtless indifference to what will happen to
people, cannotl.

If one tries to imagine the distress of that
Mirpur slum inmates on that wet day with bull-
dozers razing their all on one side and fire mak-
ing a feast on the other — looters snatching
things away on’'yel another side, the picture
wouldn't be one of where there civilisation and
society and governance. The black Wednesday
will very much be a black spot on the democratic
face of Lthe government.

It is incomprehensible that administration
would not know who are holding government
property [orcibly and illegally. The slumlords and
not the slum-dwellers were at fault. Couldn’t
something be done to take to task the culprits
and let the inmates move out once they were,
courtesy the government, out of the clutches of
the slumlords?

Wednesday's incidents were, to say the least,
deplorable. Would the government prepare more
thoroughly to meet the eventualities of such a sit-
uation keeping always in mind that people, spe-

flaiijly? the working and suffering ones, are their
or

ages, with the in-

N a country like Bangla-

desh where complaints

are innumerable and
redress is slow or absent,
Ombudsman has a great and
important role to play. Article
77 of the Constitution of the
Republic of Bangladesh
provides for the establishment
of an office of Ombudsman. In
1980 Bangladesh Parliament
passed the Ombudsman Act
(Act XV of 1980], making
Bangladesh the pioneer In
South Asia lo pass such a
beneficial Act.

In my article "Ombudsman
for Bangladesh” published iIn
1988, | discussed the legal
provisions of Act XV of 1980 —
the law relating to
Ombudsman, which has 18
Sections. In Seclion 1 (2) of
the Act, it was provided that
the office of Ombudsman “shall
come jnto force on such date
as the government may, by no-
tification in the official gazette,
appoint.” This provision gave
government the discretion to
decide when the law would
come into force. As there was
no notification of the date in
the official gazette, the law did
not come into force, though a
period of more than a decadc
has passed since the passing ol
Act XV of 1980.

In a country with
widespread corruption and
official harassment the
Ombudsman can play a great
role by investigating into
complaints of fraud and cor-
ruption, and can dispense jus-
tice at the doorstep of the ag-
grieved. This was perceived by
Pakistan, and she became the
first country in Asia to estab-
lish*an office of Ombudsman
through the Walaqi Mohassib
(Ombudsman) Order, 1983
promulgated by the President

VER the past scveral
months we have hcard
much about the so-
called sick industrics. On one
hand, we have come across
numerous siructures [rom the
governmenl machinery and, on

the other, loud words
challenges thrown at the
government, purported to

contest its conclusions, have
been [requently, heard on seen
in the press. An honourable
cabinet ministcr, while talking
to the participants ol a semi-
nar in August last, would not
accept the industries to be
qualified (or disqualified?] by
an adjective Ilike ’'sick’. He
would rather, prefer such at-
tribution for the pcople who
have been at the helm of aflairs
of those industries. Though
apparently, the minister's re-
marks
they did not sound totally un-
tenable.

Obviously, thcse remarks
bctook an honest effort to put
special stress upon the twin
aspects of management and
training. It could again be a
pointed reference to the
thumb-rule practices and
jaigirdari’ type ol management
that brought about the ruin of
the industrics listed now as
‘'sick industries’. It could even
be a tacit or implicit argument
that demanded the custodians
bf these ‘sick industries' to
shake off their noslalgia over a
'zamindari style’ of manage-
ment and their wily indifTer-

ence to modern management

practices.

An expert in management
consultancy and training re-
cently alluded to an American
phenomenon which has been
an almost compelling factor for
the owners of industries and
big business houscs to abdicate
themsclves [rom actual man-
agement. They would rather
confine themsclves to the area
of investment only. The hired
but trained managers arc the
main group of people who
lake the full responsibility to
run the entire show, to réap
good dividends ensuring opti-
mum utilisation of the in-
vestors money.

On the contrary, cxcepting
the numerous industrics and
business houscs in the public
sector, majority of those in the
private sector arc limping or

. otherwise

of Pakistan on January 24,
1983 Thus, although
Rangladesh was the pioneer in
Asia to pass the Ombudsman
Act in 1980, Pakistan was the
first country to establish the
Ombudsman office in Asia in
|983. The first Ombudsman of
Pakistan served a four-year
tenure durtng which about

one lakh complaints were re-
cetved

The role of the office of
Ombudsman is recognised in
many countries of the world.
In Israel. the post of
Ombudsman is held by the
State Comptroller. In the
province of Ontarto in Canada
the post of Ombudsman is held
by the Provincial Auditer. In
the United States, the mosl
publicised activity of the
General Accounting Office
IGAO) Task Fraud is a toll-free
“hot line” which permits peo-
plc 1o eall GAO and report in-

stances of Iraud or wasle in
programmes which are run b
Fedueral Agencies or  usi
Federal Funds. The "hot Hiw
began in mid-January. 1979
and received 14,000 calls in
the first year. There woie
aboutl 7,500 allegations oul ol
which 580 were subsianlive
enough for further invostiga
tion.

Cancer of Corruption

There arc many rcasons lor
the delay in enforcing Act XV
of 1980 in Bangladesh. Aboult
decade of autocratic, rule ol
lowing March, 1982 witnesscd
concentration  of enormous
power in the executive and the
scope for highhandedncss o
bureaucracy It was a pcriod ol
greal political confusion and
corruption was pcrvasive. ||
becanw an fssue of public de
bate alter the fall of the auto-
cratic regime in 1990, In the

by Osman Ghani Khan

Economist dated Octlober |18
1986 #t was slated Well
travelled diplomals say cor

ruption in Bangladesh is worse
than anywhere they can think

" i— tronage system has
destroyed Bangladesh's credit
system.... the loans have gone

to people whose support the
government needs, so gov
ernment has done nothing 1o
encourage repayment.”

With the passing ol the
Twelfth Amendment Bl of the
Constitution, Presidential lorm
of government ccased and
Parllamentary fprm of govern-
ment was introduced from
September 18, 199]. The rul
ing party has been making cl-
forts to eliminate or at lcast
minimise public corruption. Ii

is time to bring the
Ombudsman Act of 1980 intao
opecration, so that thc

Ombudsman can render valu-
able service by invesligaling
into complaints relating to ae-
tivities of different ministry,
government officials, au
tonomous bodies and activitics
of state functionartes. The
establishment of the
Ombudsman's oflice may also
perhaps save expenditure in-
curred on the Bureau of Anti-
corruption in full or in part.
The President of
Bangladesh at the inaugural
session of a seminar held al a
local hotel on the B5ih
Februa 1993 said, °It is
essential to start discussion on
expert level whether creation
of Ombudsman was essential
for making a corruption-frec
and accountable administration
in the country.” At the sanw
scminar in his keynotc papcer
on "Ombudsman and
Democracy”, Justice Badrul

lHalder Chowdhury, a former
Chiel Justice of badosh
stated It s |m“?.h‘:‘in|'i-
am nling the act enactment.
adding, "It will reduee unnec-
cesary ltigation. ™ He said
“corruption had constituted a
heavy burden on beoth the
ecomomy and administrative
efficiency. Some of these bur-
dens could be countered
through am Ombudsman
Office.”

According 1o Section 3 of
the Ombudsman Act of 1980,
Ombudsman shall be appointed
by the President on the rec-
ommendation of parlfament.
The parllament “shall recom-
mend for appointment as
Ombudsman a persen of
known legal or administrative
ability and conspicuous in-
tegrity.” It should be noted
that emphasis is laid on con-

spicuous integrity in sclecting
the Ombudsman

The present government is
now an accountable onec.
According te Article 7 of the
Constitution, all powers belong
to the people and their exer-
cise on behall of the people
shall be effected only under,
and by the authority of, the
Constitution which, as the
solecmn expreasion of the will
ol the IPcogk is the supreme
law of the Republic. The
sovereignty of the people will
generally be exercisable
through their elected repre-
sentatives f.e. the members of
parliament. Under Article 48
of the Constitution, the
President is elected by the
parllament and Article 56 (3)
requires the President to ap-
poinl a Prime Minister, from
among the members ol parlia-
menk, who commands the
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suppoert of the majorily mem-
bers of parliament. The
Cabinet s the executive in-
strument of the parliament
According te Article 556 [3) of
the Constitution, the Cabinet
shall be collectively responsi

ble to Parllament.” Thus the
parliament is sovereign and
the executive is accountable 1o
the parifament. The
Ombudsman will be an officer
of the parliament and his an-
nual report concerning dis-

charge of his flunctions shall be
land the parliament.
Twin Pillars of
Institutional
Acoountability

The functions and activities
of the office of Ombudsman
and that of the Comptrolier
and Auditor General can be
complementary. | would sug-
gest that if the Auditor Genera
of Hangladesh be placed under
the parliament, then the
Ombudsman and the Auditor
Gencral together can beiter
serve the cause of accountabil-
ity of the executive 1o the par-
ltament. The office of the
Comptroller and Auditor
General of Bangladesh was
established under Articles 127
to 132 in Part VIl of the
Constitution. According to
Article 132 of the Constitution
“the reports of the Auditor
General relating to the public
accounts of the Republic shall
be submitted to the President,
who shall cause them to be laid
before Parliament.” The Public
Accounis Committee — a
standing committee of the
parlifament appointed under
Article 76 (1) (a) of the
Constitution — examines the
reports of the Auditor General
who acts as a [riend of the
Commitiee. Rules 233 and 234

Industries : The Sickness Syndrome

by Kazi Alauddin Ahmed

arc rendered totally immobile
due 1o unforeseen resource
constraints. There have been
ample instances where [inan-
cial plarning and managcment
have been unfortunate casual-
tics of tnept handling. There
arc even instances of wanton
disrcgard of normal [inancial
discipline, which, it followcd
meticulously, could pcrhaps
save such strarige patrons [rom
the agonising cffect of ever-
[aiiing endcavours.

Lack of Foresightedness

It is, however, partially truc
that, leaving aside a fow adven-
turcrs in the industral arena,

a bi' Whchadlabls ™ Bjerity of entreprencers have »

been trapped In the raée be-
causc of their inexpcrience
and lack of farsightedness.

Morc often than not they are
misled by many a flowery pic-
ture of the unpredictable [u-
turc. Added to the unlorceseen
dcbacle are the incongruities,
or rather, the inconsistencics
in the project-linancing regu-
lations. Consequcntly, even an
honest en-
trepreneur has to start in con-
fusion and eventually end up in
confusion. And between the
two extremes the ‘hydra-
headed virus' makes its joyful

urn from the bottom on to
the head. Thus the sickncss.

From management point of
views, much of the crisis could
be attributed to lack of man-
agerial efficiency. But a sub-
stantial part of the sickness
can be :raced in the area in-
fcsted by allegedly corrupt of-
ficials of the financing institu-
tions. Some of these pcople
rcspons ble for disbursement
of fund ncriodically in terms of
the agreement, are reported to
have been cooperative with the
client-sponsor only, when the
latter agrecd to spare a part of
such fund as ‘salami’. Such
clandes ine deals invariably
add to 'he cosl escalation of
the projest. Eventually, such
burden makes the liability of
the borrower more stigmatic
and unbearable.

There is yet another quceer
element in the environment of
investment that very oflten

' capacity

gocs unnoliced. An indepth
study of the backstage of the
sick industries will that
many ol them were established
on eecrie [easibility studics.
Potential entreprencurs, but
without any past experience in
industrics and/or having no
fdea about modern manage-
ment use, fall casy victim to
group ol so-called cxperts’
baiting the former with their
stereotype feasibility studies.

These ‘experts’, as alleged,

have such feasibility studics
always in ‘ready stock’ to meet
the requirements of any indus-
try under the sun.

Feasibility Study :

Important Factors

Evidently, many of such feca-
sibility studics do not appear
to have taken into considera-
tion some very important fac-
tors like : a) Number of exist-
ing units and their production
vis-a-vis actual pro-
duction; b) Marketability ol the
products and their competi-
liveness against similar im-
ported items; ¢} Actual re-
quirement based on rational
assessment; d) Availability of
raw materials round the year
and their compctitive sources;
¢} Availability of technical
know-how within the country:
f) Clcar projection un the level
ol Management and training to
be ensured, ctc,

Statistical data and other
information which comprise
the major input of feasibility
studies are often hypothetical.
The viability of an industrial
project, when run in full or
near-full capacity, is again
based on imaginary
consumption figures. Often
suggestions [or import
substitution are given on the
assumption that protection
from the government would
be availablc. In practice, how-
ever, such protection does
scldom come bécause of politi-
cal and other considerations.
Importers’ formidable lobying
with the administration and
the vested interests behind
the seene very oflen fail any ef-
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fort in that direction.
‘Sickness actually starts
long belore the actual imple-
mentation of the project has
commenced. Afler the project
is sanctioned by the financing
institution, the s r gets
himself busy in the machinery
procurement process. llectic
ncgotiation follows with po-
tential suppliers and their lo-
cal agents. Hcre, the quality-
make, price-competitiveness
are often sacrificed at the altar
of personal gains. Sometimes
shady deals are execuled kecp-
ing provisions for extra com-
missions under theseamoullage
8/ over inveoicing. The en-
hanced, or rather the -manipu-
lated, prices of machinery
eventually sets in the proccss
of cost escalation. The sponsor
appears to have been totall
forgetful of the disaster whic
he himsclf unknowingly has
patronized.
Borrowing from public ex-
chequer has often been a
favourite practice with many
investors. | call it a 'favourite
ractice’ because 1 are
Lund.tn treat such of
fund in the same manner as
they would with unearned in-
come. Thus a Hability for a set
of time turns into a li-

ability in perpetuity.

In Defence of Proponents
The ts of the fea-
sibility studies too have some-
thing to -ﬂ' in their defense.
They would grudge the very
small fees that en-
treprencurs/sponsors are
often unwilling or hesitant to
mﬁn. thcy would not labour
to produce down to earth
feasibility studies. Rather, they
would go for only stereo-type
ones based on elusive data and
consequently, misleading in-
formation. Here, they have,
seemingly, a point to be con-
sidered. They argue that any
hensive feasibility study
demand consistent en-
dcavour on the part of a feasi-
bility tcam requiring the ser
vices of civil and architectural
engincers, cconomists, finan-

cial analysts, social and envi-
ronmental scientists, data pro-
cessors and computer opera-
tors etc. The team jointly and
severally collect, complile,
analyse, all the rele-
vant information/data; deter-
mine economic viability and
work-out both short and -
term projection ete. It's rea

not an easy job. That is how
such teams in western world
or in some of the rapidly de-
veloping countries of Asia are
offered 0.5 to 5% of the pro-
ject cost for feasibility studies.
On the contrary, the sponsors
here insist on getting such
studies on say, a paltry 5-6
thousand Taka that too
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These are some’ of the

" mostly unseen factors which

cause unimaginable damage
beyond retrieval. On the visible
side, bad financial .ndr:l?duc
tion and ove mis-
mm;gemn::t!ndd to the mis-
fortune of the investor.
Managers are scarcely
uipped with the knowledge
;?mod:m management tech-
niques, let alone of the techno-
logical advances in the world
around. Thus, T:it: often they
face crises which they are un-
able to handle properly. They
live in islands away [rom
workforece. The latter is sel-
dom taken into confidence and
consigned to. ecrie thinking
whie invariably breeds
misgiving between the two
entities. The essence of
participative man ment,
meantime, fades into thin air.

it is very common in our
country to blame one another,
rightly or wrongly. But very
scidom do we pul our time to
constructive thinking that
would heal much of our

wounds more quickly than
the ss of sickness. We
must have the genuine will to

do it now or never. It is true
that the government has initi-

aled some measures to rchabil-
itate the so-called sick indus-
iries but it does not provide
adequate safety valves o avert
repctition of the crisis. To
forestall such a situation, the

of the Rules of Procedure of
Parliament regulate the pro-
and number of mem-
bers of the Commitltee
Mention may be made here of
the Comptroller and Auditor
General's office in the United
Kingdom. In the United
Kingdom, the Audit Act of
1983 placed the Comptrelier
and Auditor General under the
Partiament. This office was also
under the Parllament accord-
ing to the Exchequer and
Audit Act of 1866. In the
United States, the Comptroller
CGeneral's Office (GAO) Is a
congressional agency.

In the case of Ombudsman.
Article 77 (3) of the
Constitution states that “the
Ombudsman shall prepare an
annual report concerning the
discharge of his functions, and
such report shall be laid before
Parllament.” While the Auditor
General's report will enable a
review of the accounts and fi-
nancial administration, the
Ombudsman's report will ex-
pose other matiers like cor-
ruption, harassment by actions
of ministry. offictals. and
others. The two reports to-

ther will ensure better en-

reement ol accountability of
the executive to the parlia-
ment. The Ombudsman's of-
fice and the office of the
Comptroller and Auditor
General may thus act as twin
pillars of institutional ac-
countability under the pariia-
ment.

The author is a Member of
Parliament, a [former Minister
of State for Establishment,
Defence Secretary and
Comptroller and Auditor
General of Bangladesh. He is
also a former Chairman of the
UN Board of Auditors. -

government should : 1) Make

thorough reshuflle of the man-
agcment of the industrics

turned sick so as to induct at

least one capable and knowl-
cdgeable person who can take
the lead. i} Provide in-scrvice
skill-development training to
those workers who are consid-

ered vital for production. {if)

Institute full-length participa-

tive managcment of all the

workers. employees and offi-
cers. iv) Compose the Board of
Management of each enter-

prise with all departmental
managers and one officer from
the financial institution provid-
ing working capital and export
finance etc. v] Introduce new
incentive scheme for the
workers. vi) Complelcly free
trade unions from politicalisa-
tion and party -!I'lﬂ:uon vif)
Curlail upnecessary Nscs. |
vifi) Channelise all sales,
through the bank providing
working capital and other fi-
nancial support.

Other preventive measurcs,
as may be considercd ncces-
sary, should be taken. Some of
these can be; a) Containing
over-employment by undertak-
ing expansion programme; b)
ensuring optimum utilisation
of all the work foree for bring-
ing about cost-effectiveness in
production;: ¢) undertaking
skill-development programme
for ultimately enhancing pro-
ductivity; d]) ensuring regu-
lar/periodical maintenance of
miawhinery on priority basis: e}
crealing a congenial atmo-
sphere so that production fis
not hampered on any pretext
The workers be motivated to
realise that more production
would mean more earning for
them.

I hope that all our eflorts to
address the problems of sick
industries do not turn oul to
be an excrecize in futility. | am
firmly convinced that much of
our miseries have been our
own crealion, It is again we
and we alone who can do the
rcbuilding if we can promise {o
be one hundred per cent hon-
est in our renewed endcavour
and il the government policies

. are also [ree from any political

or personal consideration

whatsoever,

The writer (s a managemernt
consilrant,

address.
Mistrust

Sir, Congratulation to Sylvia
Saleem for the write-up "If you
want some one else's man”
published in The Daily Star on
March 28, 1993. However,
some of the observations are as
under:

To a married man, every
woman of the same age more
or less s a queen except his
wile. To a married woman, ev-
ery man of the same age more
or less is a king except her
husband. This psychological
position of the mind of a mar-
ried man/woman creates the
scopes for the lust in the mind
of the man/woman and the lust
crecates the scopes for the man
o mistrust his wile and the
woman slarts to mistrust her
husband. This is the beginning
for a man when he starts to
want some one eclse's woman
wife) and the woman starts to

Letters for publication in these columns should be
| addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed’
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
| Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

wint some one clse's man
(husband) and thus the ren-
dezvous of the tragedy sels in.
There are many more fac-
tors for the tragedy to sel in
through the wrong door, and

consequently such per-
son/persons usually do not
follow the legal or the correct
method lo attain the goal. Of
course, about 20 per cent of
the people are usually faithful
to their way of life while nearly
50 per cent usually do not have
thec means to go beyond the
normal boundary of the social
norms; nearly 15 per cent of
the people usually are obliged
to the question of dignity and
status and nearly 10 per cent
usually do not have time. Thus
only 5 per cent lor even less
than 5%) of the people usually
arc the problems when the
question of moral and legal
points are involved and the
laws are formulated for this 5

Sylvia Salecm seems to have

writlen on the five percent

and hence in spite of her many
good points contained in the
write-up, she had overlooked
the points of adultery, haxury
of the lust and the other moral
values described in the scrip-
lures. Certainly such write-ups
arc very important at times
provided the write-ups cover
the whole subject the re-
lated aspects.

Andrew D'Costa

I lemendra Das Road, Dhaka.

Bureaucracy

Sir, Your ftem ‘Non-partisan
experts left out in the cold
The Daily Star (8-4-93) is
lound to be an excellent piece
of journalism. However, on the
last two paragraphs of the said
article, I wish to convey my
poor opinfon. You mentioned
about the people-bureaucrats —
in the PM’s secretariat as 'too
shy' 'too scared'. | take both
the words to mean the same,
while the words 'to think care-
fully’ are altogether a different
aspect, What | presume is that,
the PM, for example in a day's
itinerary (The Daily Star, 8-4-
93) was found attending the
opening ceremony of the fac-

Complex in CU Chit £
also I:"llilll'll few nlhcruﬂe_t
in Chit then to ham
o atl a public meeting and
lastly to CMH Dhaka Cantt. By
the time she is ushered in for
an audience with the
Sﬂ‘:ﬂ:t:%. in the PM's secre-
tariat she have any energy
to give a second to any
file? | for one much doubt.
Quite naturally she may get rid
of every file in peed — this

is my very hu opinion.

But then, when you go
through The Day Star of April
07. 1993, the news captlioned
'Irregularities in 30 Hare Road
mansion’ pertaining to the
Hannan commission, belween
the lines it speaks volumes of
how callously and conveniently
bureaucrals can flaunt and fool
with impunity. Even a Minister
who has spent years in the
Lincoln's Inn was fooled for
years together by more than
doubling the expenses ol the
said mansion.

What | would much apprc-
ciate is the fact that BDC s
South Asia Correspondem
Mark Tully, based in India, has
recently written a book titled
‘No Gull Stops in India . | shall
much appreciate {f you will

per from time to lime.
However, when you say about
enquiring from a Minister for
writers to defend the
Government's policy, which
has been recently drubbed,
and you receiving a vague reply
with the impression that no
writers exist, the question
arises, similarly, do even good
‘'readers exist?

What about the repatriation
of the stranded Pakistanis?
This time the Bangladesh
Government should make such
agreements like the one they
have managed with Burma i.e.
with a framework mentioning
the logistical provisions, repa-
triation cell strictly monitoring
daily progress and or other-
wise, reflugee coordina-
tors/officers, transit camps,
also Biman going to pick-up
Bangladeshi Hajis will go
empty from Dhaka which can
be put to use etc.. |, etc...

Salahuddin Jamal
Firozshah, Chittagong

Accountability
Sir, The Steel and Engi
ncering Corporation sustained
loss of Tk 106 crore in 91-92
against loss of Tk B2 crore In

stood at Tk 390 crore on 30th
June '92 against Tk 335 crorc
on 30.6.91. Total current
assets on 30.6.92 was Tk 636
crore against Tk B40 crore
liabilities on 30.6.92. Total sale
volume of some of the
enterprises under BSEC was
less than bank interest and
compensation to employecs.
Some enterprises are failing
regularly to ﬂy monthly
wages, salaries, benefits ctc.
Under the above circum-
stances, it is quite normal to
reduce interests on bank de-
posits. The situation is more or
less similar in most of the cor-
porations except those who
are enjoying monopoly and
protection. Poor employecs
who failed miserably te grab
assets during service and who
are not entitled to pension, are
in great distress. They arc o
survive at old age through in-
terests on bank deposits and
savings certificates In the

above backdrop who are rcall
accountable in setting up Sk

indusiries leading 1o roeular
reduction of bank i(ntcruests?
Certainly not the poor doposi
tors

Sﬂdtq Al
Moghbasar Dhaka



