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Dhaka, Thursday, Apirl 29, 1993

‘Rebukes from Al

To start with the positive side of the report ol
the Ammnesty International (Al) on Bangladesh,
released yesterday. it is good to know that the au-
thorities here have made a commitment that
"various cases (of torture and death in custody)
cited by the London-based organtsation will be in-
vestigated and necessary preventive and correc-
tive actions are expected to follow.” The Al
statement concludes on a cautious note when it
says, "The government of Bangladesh had shown a
ﬂi"l?ngncss to tackle the problems. Now, let's see
these good intentions translated into action —
and an end to the torture, kﬂllngs and illegal im-
prisonment we have documented for too long.

While we welcome the spirit of co-operation
displayed by the administration towards Al, when
a general tendency in many countries is 1o dis-
miss any accusation of violation of human rights.
we must take serious note of various charges,
made against the authorities here by Al. They are
very seriqus iIndeed, ranging from detention
without trial (obviously under the Special Powers
Act) to several reports of possible extrajudicial
executions, including “politically-motivated
killings.” In support of these charges, the Al has
pravided a few specific examples, but they do fall
short of what one might call "documentary evi-
dence” which may stand the test of {ludtcial
scrutiny. We do not question the credibility of an
organisation that once won the Noble Peace
Prize. but we do believe that in its modalities, it
must move away from generalisations or avoid
such a sweeping statement as "appalling human
rights violations are continuing in Bangladesh.'

Notwithstanding some gaps in the Al report,
there is little doubt that the present democrati-
cally elected government in Bangladesh is
nowhere near earning any plaudits for its human
rights records. The Al report mentions "at least
17 deaths in 1992" caused by torture, including
rape, in police custody. We assume that the
London-based organisation knows where these
deaths occurred., They should certainly be inves-
tigated, with assistance of the Al. People who are
able to help with the probe must indeed come
forward and thus put the openness of the gov-
ernment to a test.

There are other areas where the administra-
tion's commitment to human rights — and in-
deed, to the Rule of Law — should be tested un-
der the highest possible standards. Here, we de-

lore the continued existence of the Special

owers Act [SPA). For all practical purposes, its
abolition or drastic modifications have ceased to
be a matter of concern even to opposition parties.
What's worse, the application of SPA, which, in
the most recent case, led to the arrest of Anwar
Hossain, an opposition Member of the Parliament
who is also a newspaper owner and his detention
without trial raises serious doubts about the ad-
ministration's bonafides. This is the kind of ex-
ample that is taken up by human rights bodies as
"appalling” cases of violations of indtvidual free-
dom in Bangladesh. Again, executive decisions
which often seem arbitrary banning public rallies
on such and such day or at such and such place
do not add to the credit of the government.

There is indeed a lot to be done to improve the
record of Bangladesh in human rights. However,
this won't happen unless the opposition parties,
inside and outside the Jatiya Sangsad, play the

role of a watchdog. instead of leaving it to a
London-based body to jell Dhaka where it has

gone wrong.

Let the People Judge
Ekatturer Jishu

The nation's leading writers and intellectuals
have for the last few days been denouncing the
Film Censor Board's refusal to release Ekatturer
Jishu for screening. We feel that the censors have
been wrong on point of principle and grossly so.
Over the vears the worst that has.been done to
our culture causing a dangerous warping of the
national psyche has all come through the courtesy
of the Bangladesh Film Censor Board. Take a look
at the film ads on some national daily, you'll know
we do not need this board — without even taking
the pain of seeing the real thing and undergoing
the harrowing torture of it. In fact, the fare they
approve for public viewing — as guardians of the
people’s taste and morals couldn't be worse for
their absence. This unending parade of the ob-
noxious is argument enough against there beirlg
such a board.

The very idea that a small group of handpicked
people should preside over what the people of an
independent polity should and shouldn't see and
bear, is nauseating. And, as John Milton had ar-
gued, no person of taste and discrimination
would ever consent to be a censor, leaving thus
the job for the truly woolly brained ones to embrace.

The Bangladeshi censors are of course, a com-
pletely diflerent story, far more diabolical in their
grasp of responsibility and its discharge. No,
morals and taste and culture are not their look-
out. Stinkingly vulgar exhibitionism cannot affect
them, ugly and damned foul visual construction of
kindlessly silly concoctions of the eternal 'chase'
formula do not disturb them. They know full well
they have been honoured by a membership of this
august body purely politically to ensure that
nothing politically 'wrong' goes on the big screen.
This is as the records say and no mere conjecture
or outburst of the outraged. The film censors in
the present case, as in all past cases, have not ac-
quitted them any better than the hidebound po-
lice conscience would deign to do.

How has Ekatturer Jishu committed a political
Jaux pas. It is a picture about the Liberation War
and the tremendous stress people underwent
then. People who were not directly involved in it
have very many angles on the Liberation War.
Those that care for the sanctity of the war that
gave birth to Bangladesh wouldn't ever trifle with
the War in the manner the Censor Board has
done — and their distance from that just war of
survival and freedom has helped them do so.

This is a [ilm by a freedom-fighter who had
been up to his neck into the thing. And on cellu-
loid he quests for a clinching truth that can sub-
limate whole bloody saga of suflering. The Censor
Board would be well-advised to release the film
for national screening without exposing them,
indeed the government itself, to grave dangers of

being suspected on the most important issue of
the Liberation War.

eth century, technology

N most of the SAARC

member countries there

are nl:lfu- and ethnfe
minoritics, like the Hindus,
Christians and Ahmadias in
Pakistan; Hindus, Buddhists,
Christians and '‘Bthart Muslims’
in Bangladesh, Tamils and
Muslims in Shri Lanka;
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs and
Buddists in India.

The right of the member
countries te deal fairly with
their minorities in the light of
their own Constitution, laws,
policics and programmes can-
not be questioned. Any critical
obscrvation and suggestion by
the government and the public
leaders of one of Lthe countrics
on the fatc and condition of
minorities in another country
is, therelore, understandably
resented as interference in its
intcrnal aflairs especially dur-
ing conflict/crisis condition.

In the wake of demolition of
the Babri Masjid in Ayodhya
and subsequent destruction of
places of wnr:r‘g: of minorities
in Pakistan Bangladesh,
cach of thc three countries,
however, lodged offlicial
protests against happenings in
the other country and spumed
criticism about themsclves as
unwarranted interference in
their internal allairs. In des-
peration some organisations of
the minorities in India and
Bangladesh even approached
the UN for intervention. The
UN Gencral Assembly had to
take cognizance of the dese-
cration and damage to places
ol worship in the subcentinent.

The events in the three
countries caused two post-
ponements of the SAARC
summit.

The pattern of South Asian
interstate behaviour that would
emerge [rom an analysis of the
Toat 45 ycars would reveal the

ol

h-:w!nﬁscnnﬂicung strands of
cy assumptions on minori-

po
ties:

- SAARC Minority Rights Commission

Need of the Hour

by Igbal A Ansari
The problems of constitutional-legal disabilities of minorities in each state, and

factors causing their

alienation and powerlessness in general and specific issues that are likely to cause in-
conflict in each country and the region can be studied in a more rational humanist perspective by a

creasing

supranational independent body....

— The theory of sovercign ¢+ — Human rights and minor
domestic jur‘llglﬂlun of ity rights being a worldwidc

state on minorities within its
borders

— Legitimisation ol concern
for coreligionists left behind as
minoritics in the neighbouring
countries alter partition;

— Viewing the minority
problem in the context of in-
terstate adversarial relation-
ship and using the ill-treat-
ment of minorities in the
other country to embarrass,
cven harass, it in international
forums and mectings:

— Clamouring for intcrven-
tion of UN and other interna-

tional bodics.
— Trecating the minority in

cach country as a hostage
against a fair deal for onc's
coreligionists in the olhcr
country, relying on the as-
sumption of balance of ferror.

first three assumptions
have generally gulded policics
and actions of South Asian
Stales, wherecas the fourth is
the worst case scenario byt not
hypothetical. It has been and is
being tacitly assumed or advo-
cafed by chauvinist groups in
each country.

While conceding the
sovereign jurisdiction of the
member states over their mi-
norities, concern of the pco-
ples and the governments in
the region about cach other's
minoritics cannot be dis-
misscd as wholly fllegitimate
on the following grounds

concern, nalion states cannol
seck protection under the um-
brella of non-interference,

thereby shutting out all means

of dialogue and discussion on
the fate of the minorities. This
universal concern for minority

ts has now taken the shape

of UN Declaration on minori-
tics tn December 1992,

— The inter-group cultural-
religious pattern oblaining in
most SAARC states singly and
in the region as a whole is so
complex and their demo-
graphic distribution so varied,

that each country cannot singly

tackle the problem on its own.

— Historical and contempo-
rary realitics of the South
Asian situation are such that
pcople in one country cannot
remain unconcerned with the
fate of those in the neighbour-
ing countrics with whom they
have had long and deecp his-
torical ties. Some ol the mi-
nority groups in one country,
for example, have blood rela-
tions In Lhe other country,
with whom their contact is
still not lost,

— The feclings of anxiety
about real and imagined ill
treatment of 'cousins’ across
the border nurtured durin
normal times, get unleashe
during crisis situations dis-
rupling domestic inter-group
peace and contributling to in-

terstale war psychosis.

Men of reason and goodwill
in the countries of the region
inspired by humanism and
even those pragmatists who
would not like drift of events
to overtake them so as to con
linuc to cause miscry to mi

. norities in each countiry and

threaten peace across bordors,

hould, therefgre, realise that
1.t ci‘il fmptraﬁ\rt {n rr.'pllnf?t

primordialism and antediluvian
vicews of domestic jurisdiction
by supranational regional in-
struments and institutions for
protection and promotion of
minority rights separately in
cach country and jointly in the
region. Such regional instru-
menis do exist in Europe,
America and Africa. The
Europcan Commu can -
clally provide a good model for
the South Asian region.

The only interstate instru-
ment on minorities that was
adopted in the wake of parti-
fion is the Nchru-Liaquat
Agreement of April 1950,
which is almost a dead letter
now, The agreement, apart

from aflirming the principle of
ensuring complete equality of

rights to minorities in the
then two states, bore the im-
prints of the specific problems
that arose in the wake of par-
tition, especially in the north-
casicrn region. Its revival has
been lately dtscussed in some
sections of Pakistan. It is well
that the Agreement is dead. It
is not worl

of revival for two

rcasons: first because it will
tend to perpetually make mi-
norities look up to the Govl
across the border as (ts
saviour; sccondly being inter-
slate agreement, its function-
ing will always on subjected to
the vagaries of the inter-gov-
ernmental political weather.
Moreover, nation-stales being
ncever guided by alterutsm, can
casily ditch thetr 'Clienta’ in
the pursuit of their own na-
tional interest.

The best course will be to
constilute a SAARC Minority
Rights Commission under re-
gional South Asian instruments
on lluman Rights to be
adopted by the SAARC and
ratified by each member state.
This supranational regional
body with adequate represen-
tation ol each Govt., the mi-
norities and NGOs, will be
vesied with powers to moni-
tor, investigate, study and re-
port on the state of minorities
and suggest measures for en-
suring realisation of equal
rights by minorities of all
countries in the light of UN in-
struments on minority rights.

As each SAARC member
statc has ratified most of the
relevant UN instruments,and
has indicated” acceptance of
the December 1992 UN
Declaration on minoritics as
charter of the SAARC's pream-
ble provides desire of promot-
ing peace, stability, amity and

progress in the region
of the bases for es

the Assoctation, it should neot
any insurmountabie prob-
m (o constitute this
Minorities Commisston. The
very first objective of the
SAARC Charter envisages pro-
motion of the wellare of the
peopies of South Asta and im-
provement Iin their quality of
itfe. It ts well that the Dhaka
Declaration of 1985 that ae-
companiced the Charter recog-
niscd that peace and securfty
was an essential pre-requisite
for the realisation of this ob-
jective’. Steps, therefore, need
to be taken to evolve the re-
quired regional instrumenis
and to establish the
Commission o ensure peace
and stability.

The problems of constitu-
tional-legal disabilities of mi-
noritics in each stale, and [ac-
tors causing varying degrees of
their marginalisation-alien-
ation and powerlessness iIn
ral and specific problems

those of the Bihari
Muslims, the Chakma
Buddists, places of worship,
the migrants, the stranded and
refugees and other similar is-
sucs that are likely to cause in-
creasing conflict In each
country and the region can be
studied in a more rational hu-
manist perspective by such a
supranational independent
body than can be expected
from Govis. and politiclans In
each country. Such a measure
will not only be reassuring to
minorities but alsoe help In
promoting mutual trust and
confidence between countrics
and their majorities, so badly
needed in the region.

ike

The author is a Professor of
English at Aligarh Muslim
University, and is a member of
Minorities Council of India. He
seni us this article by mail

" Elimination of Poverty must Take Centre Stage in World Affairs"

by Prof Muhammad Yunus

T is a long way from the
I huts ol the poor in Bang-

ladesh to the court of the
King of Belgium. The chances
of anybody from those huts
ever covering this distance is
as remote as those of travelling
from earth to the furthest star.
But, His Majesty, has let us
cross this distance. Thanks
for making this happen.
Thanks for recognising us for
the work we do, and the
dream we hold in our hearts.
We are delighted to be recog-
nised because through this it

| has been signaled to the world

thiat His Majesty tao shares our
d‘l'l:ap'l.lr (IR A R

At the close of the twenti-
and
information breakthroughs are
taking mankind to ever ncw
frontiers of possibilities at ev-
ery passing moment. But un-
less we decide very quickly
where we want to go, we may
regret having missed certain
opportunities or having gone
the wrong way altogether.

To me it is gquite a mystery
why more than a billion people
around the world continue to
live a life of hunger, malnutri-
tion, disease, and hopeless-
ness; why their number keeps
on increasing, instead of de-
clining very fast. It remains an
even bigger mystery why dur-
ing an age when we are learn-

ing to pay attention to the
state of the environment we
remain indifferent to the state
of the living conditions for a
vast multitude of human be-
ings. Why is it that when we
are confronted with the issue
of poverty and hunger, we
cannot think of any better so-
lution than giving hand outs
and relief. Could it be that our
knowledge is expanding with
an unprecented speed in some
areas while at the same time
remaining paralysed in others,
such as, in designing new
concepts and institutions to
cope with human issues like
alleviation of poverty and
hunger and ensuring human
dignity for all members of the
human race.

The prime responsibility of
the human civilization should
be ensuring human dignity for
each and member of so-
ciety. But looking at the condi-
tion of the poor around the
world we cannot say that we
have accepted this responsi-

‘bility with any serfousness.

Even on the of hu-
man rights we have failed in
carrying out our responsibili-
ties, The poor are denied all
human rights, not one. We
don't seem to be too worried
about it.

Instead, we use the best
part of our ingenuity and our

most valuabl® resources in
preparigg our natlons g kill
and destroy each other in thc
name of peace for the victors
The twentieth century is
coming to a closc¢ with the c¢x-
citing news of the end of the
cold war era. This gives us an
excellent opportunity to make
it the last century when
poverty and hunger existed in

human history, but only if wc

decide to turn our talents to
this task. We must convince
the world to make this com-
mitment and get into serious
action.

First we must recognize
that poverty is neither created
nor sustained by the poor. The
roots of poverty can be found
in our institutidns, concepts
and theoretical frameworks.

Grameen Bank questioned
the basic principle of one such
institution — the institution of
banking. Financial institulions
are based on the axiom thal
banking can only be done on
the basis of collateral. This one
principle immediately rejects
a very large segment of world
population [rom access to
credit, and thus prevents them
from taking control ol their
own fate.

In Grameen, we considcer

collateral as a wall which de-
nics a large mass of able, will
ing, and hard working poor
people the opportunity to
work out of poverty. Gramecen
Bank has demonstrated that
banking can be done without
collateral, with the poorest of
the poor, and in a cost-¢llec-
tive way. Starting as a tiny onc-
man project in 1976, today we
serve 1.5 million borrowers in
32,000 villages in Bangladesh.
Ninety-three per cent of our
bo rs are womert. 'Grani-
cen lends out over twenty
million US dellars’ worth of
Bangladeshi currency each
month. Grameen's recovery
rate is 97 per cent.

Grameen has demonstrated
that offering credit to the poor
is a betler strategy than offer-
ing them handouts. Develop
ment of infra-structural facili-
ties in the name of long-term
economic growth does nol
help the poor much when they
have to survive only by selling
their labour. Benefits to the
poor women through such
actions may even be negative.
Availability of credit frees poor
women and men to make usc
of their talents in businesses
and other productive activities
to change their economic

situation. During the past
sevenicen years Grameen's
r borrowers have demon-
sirated to the satisfaction of
every critical analysis that thoey
indecd are creditworthy. Now
the real question 1s whether
the conventional banks are
ptople-worthy. The poor have
shown that they can move out
ol poverty il the polictes and
institutions cease to be biased
against them. Alleviation of
poverty is more a question of
removing barriers than offe-
ring special favour to the poor.
Recognising credit as a basic
haman right will remove one
lormidable barrier. |

Recognizing credit as a hu-
man right is not, after all, that
far-fetched. In just the past
few years the international
communily has given unprece-
dented urgency to rewversing
cenvironmental degradation,
cstablishing democracy and
stabilizing population growth.

In our cxperience, the only
wa) (o sustainably address
these three issues is to [irst
lackle poverty. Indeed, if we
look for places in the world
where the environment or
democracy are threatened, or

. where overpopulation is ram-

pant, my guess is that we shall
ind poverty in the same pro-
portion. Moreover, il we look

al places where these other is-
sucs are being resolved,
poverly will also be found to be
on Lhe decline.

If the environment, democ-
racy and population can take
centre stage in world affafrs, it
is only sensible that poverty
join them there. And establish-
ing credit as a human right
will allow for effectively ad-
dressing poverty, and the
many intractable problems it
causes.

By awarding us the presti-
gious King Baudouin Develop-
ment Prize 1992, His Majesty
and his Foundation have
a rare honour to our institution’
and cnormous credibility to
our cayse. On behalf of Gram-
cen's 1.5 million borrower-
mem-bers, we, Ms Manzecra
Khatun, Ms Nurjahan Begum
and mysell, accept this great
honour with all humility.

let this great occasion help
the world accept the fact that
the climination of is a
doable proposition, and let this
occasion be an expression of
our resolve to remove hunger
and poverty from the surface of
the earth.

Extracted from the author's
acceplance speech of King
Baudouin Development Prize,
1992, which was delivered in
Brussels on 22 April '93.

"Share Economy" : A New Concept toward Economic Em

ARTIN Weitzman, a
Professor of economics
at the Massachusetts
nstitute of Technology, USA,
ho authored a book titled
Share Economy” has received
nternational ovation for His
roposal (Share Economy) as
best economic idea since
he theories of Keynes, Pro-
ssor Weitzman's new theory
rgues, that inflation and
yment both can be
tabilized by "making workers'

In his c:plm:mt:lun of his
ew idea, Weitzman justifies

Sir, Of late it is observed
t hotels/restaurants are us-
ng colour in their food items,
rhaps more than before, to
ke them attractive to the
ustomers. Not only in hotels
n the houses too we use
lour while preparing special
ood items on [estive occa-
jons.

Food industries too are
sing colour in preparing pro-
sions and soft drinks. The
hemical ingredients there in
the foad colour are often criti-
sed as are injurious to health.

reover the colours that are
ing sold in ordinary open
r for use in food items do
appear to have been
sted. | therefore request the
inowledgeable persons to ed-
cate the people about the use
[ colour in food items.

There should be wide pub-
licity regarding safe use of
‘olour in food items. The con-
erned government depart-
nt should also examine the

lems — unemployment and in-
flation — exclusively by sledge-
hammer like manipulation of
money supply, tax rates, the
size of the budget, etec, we
should attack the problems at
the source by making workers’
pay more flexible. He further
defends his theory by saying
that this could be made possi-
ble by keeping the workers'
pay as it is but a substantial
part of the pay be linked di-
rectly to profitability per em-
ployee. He advocates for work-
ers' pay to be divided into two
parts — one, a base pay; the
other, a part that would de-
pend upon the fortunes of the

by Vincent G. Jaydee

company. This would be an in--

centive to employer who wants

. to expand production during
good times and to resists lay- .

offs during bad times. He trics
to elaborate further, that in the
current wage system, the
company wants to hire work-
ers up to the point where what
the worker is contributing is at
least equal to the amount that
the worker is being paid. In
case of profit sharing, the rev-
cnue income is effectively di-
vided into two parts : one fixed
fraction is going to labour, the

by the management for paying
ofl capital, stockholders and
the rest. According to this
theory, the fractional division
will be in man nts' inter-
est to make the fraction as big
as possible. He further quanti-
fies, that under the present
wage system a limit is set as to
how many workers the em-
ployer wants to recruit and
how big he wants the fractions
R i some portion of
en no
the fraction is 'beinr: paid to

labour — no matter how many

other fixed fraction is retained Wworkers there are — the em-
P — — o — =
e = : —

e i

genuineness of food colours
being sold in the market and
cnsurc safety of general con-
sumers.

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury
Sonali Bank, HO, Dhaka

TA rules

Sir, As per existing Rules,
officers in the scale of Tk.

6300 and above can travel by

airconditioned class and other
Class | officers by 1st class of
the Railway. But there are air-
conditioned and first class
berths in a number of trains,
fares of which are higher than
normal airconditioned and
first class. In the absence of
clear instruction authorising
officers to travel by such
berths, some audit o are

 refusing to pass TA bills for

these.

The first category of officers
mentioned above are entitled
lo travel even by air. Hence
there is no reason why they
should not be allowed to travel
by airconditioned berth.

1 therefore wurge the
Ministry of Finance to issue

necessary amendment/ clarifi-
cation to the travelling al-
lowance rules so that audit of-
fices may not become unnec-
essarily fussy in passing the TA
bills.

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Cantt, Dhaka

The Middle East

Sir, Thanks to The Daily
Star for the news item "Arabs
want peace as soon as possible”
(8-4-93) on Hosni Mubarak
and Bill Clinton's White House
meet. The rdle of Israel after
grabbing a substantial portion
of the Middle East territory
has been so much fold that it
even tends to flout thosc
mighty powers at whose wcll
wishes it was born 44 years
ago. It is a tragedy that the
Palestinians are refugces in
their own land.

The Muslims of Middlc East
must realise that it is their
folly that has brought endlcss
miseries to the people ol the
ME countries. Had they been
wise enough (o remain united,
they would not have been sub-
jected to so much suffering

and humilialion.

Suddenly | remember
Pakistan's founder and [irst
Governor Cencral saying, "the
weak and the defenceless in-

~ vite aggression from ethers”

and he urged his follow-men to

be united and strong enough -

so that enemies did not dare
entertain any aggression de-
sign. '

Since Lthe cessation of hos-
tilities of the Gull War, the
world people have abundant
occasions to see the futile and
abortive steps taken by the
UNO and some nations which
give. enough impression that
they have no sincere will to re-
solve the Palestine and other
aching issues. It is perhaps
necessary for the Muslim na-
tions to change the strategy
and withdraw from participat
ing at the time killing pro
cesses and try to unite the
Muslim powers of the Middle
East even on a minimum issue
so0 that ‘enemies may mend
their ways to provide a work-
able solution

Hussain lbne Ahmed
Passey, Dhaka

ployer retains the other [rac-
tion. The employers naturally
want to make the portion as’
big as possible.

In the even of recession,
Weitzman contends. that wor-
kers' pay remaining within
profit sharing base linc, the
recessionary shocks would not
contact employment but main-
tain ecmployment level,

Now, il we take into ac
count the present global ceo-
nomic situations, we would
come to the conclusion that
therc are hardly any country
which could deny the fact thai
the inflationary situations and
unemployment are not its
biggest hurdles in developing
its economic conditions. Al
though Weitzman's thcory
directs his ideas to private in-
dustrics, but there are no rea-
son why this could not be ap-
plicd in the public industrics.
Because, in most of the devel-
oped and underdeveloped
countries, public industrics
and enterprises are facing
these serious economic prob-
lems. More so, situations aris:
ing out of these problems are
more acute and maligned in
the developing countics
where most of the production
industries are governmeenl
owned and where a large sci
tion of the employees are con
centrating in these industrics

In the present times, maosl
of the developing countries arc
exerting their full mights to
raisc the production of thct
country in order to control fn-
flationary situations and uncm-
ployment problems. Howcever
the statistics reveal that in
most of these countries pro
duction is not rising in propor-
tion to the rising of the rapid
unemployment and inflation
The i{dea which Professor
Weitzman propounds, does not
necessarily be of use to the de
veloped country only, rathey i
has its utility in the developing

ancipation

country as well, where the sit-
uations are more grave and pa-
thetic than what is prevailing
in the developed country. The
profit sharing system as pro-
posed does have some basis as
far as the raising ol production
is concerned. In developing
countrics, where labour sur-
plus is predominant, this the-
ory would work as an incentive
to the workers and as well as
to the employer. The present
wage system, as is being de-
scribed by Prolessor Weitzman,
does not provide any incentive
to workers which would en-
courage more production. Fur-
thermore, in the present wage
system, during recession,

" production is curtailed, work-

ers arc laid off and the price
level is maintained. With
Prolessor Weitzman's system of
“Share Economy” workers take
a pay cut as revenue fraction
becomes smaller, cost are re-
duced, but nobody is laid off,
productiog levels are main-
Lained ant; rices arc adjusted
lo revive sales. This would ul-
timately stabilize the inflation
but unemployment remains
unpredictable. I profit sharing
system 18 introduced, this
would check all the adverse
growth rates, which the coun-
lry seems to encounler in {ts
everyday administrative plan-
ning.

However, this would re:
quire a thorough evaluation
and investigation of the "Share
Economy” theory which Pro-
fessor Weitzman attempted to
arguc and defend. As [ar as the
present inflationary trend and
the unemployment crisis are
prevadling in the country, it is
high time that our economic
planners and business com-
munities came out with some-
thing concrete in the light of
the concept developed by
Profcssor Weitzman and thus
save the country from the
verge of economic collapse.



