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Athulathmudali

supporters rough
up govt officials

COLOMBO, Apr 26 : Thous-
ands of angry mourners
roughed up government [ig-
ures who tried to pay respects
to assassinated opposition
leader Lalith Athulathmudali
amid charges that the ruling
party was behind the slayi

Crowds booed senior police
and defence officials as well as
lower rung government politi-
cians who (tried to enter
Athulathmudali's residence
here, witnesses said today.

"There is a limit to how we
can protect these government
people because the erowds are
very restless. They believe the
government is responsible for
the assassination,” a family
member told AFP.

She said Defence Secretary

L1 Peng
hospitalized

BEWING, Apr 26: Chinese
Premier Li Peng has been hos-
pitalized with a cold and can-
celled a Monday afternoon
meeting with visiting Phi-
lippine President Fidel Ramos,
a spo said, reports AP.

Foreign Ministry spok-
esman Wu Jianmin refused to
give any other information.

"There's no point in making
a variety of speculations about
it," Wu said. "He's just got a
cold. That's very common.”

The Philippine undersecre-
tary for foreign aflairs, Rodollo
Severino, said the delegation
was informed of the cancella-
tion Monday morning, just be-
fore Ramos met with Jiang
Zemin, the Communist Party
generals secretary and presi-
dent.

Severino said they were
told that L1, 64, was hospital-
ized, but did not know when.

ERIEFLY

Cyril Ranatunga, who visited
the family before Athulathmu-
dali's was brought home,
was booed and jeered and had
to be escorted to salety
through a back door of the
politician's home to flower
terrace.

A Buddhist monk who was
closely associated with Presi-
cnt Ranasinghe Premadasa was
roughed up as he was leaving
after signing a condolence
book as were at least two
ruling party provincial council
candidates.

Senior policemen too were
shut out but security force per-
sonnel from the Army, Navy
and the Air Force had special
access to pay respects to
Athulathmudali who was na-
tional security minister from
1984 to 1989.

"There is a steady flow of
people from the time the body
was brought home on Saturday
afternoon. There are lot of

armed services men coming

because Lalith was loved by
them," the relative said.
Coverage of the funeral was

also banned for the state-run
media, a family member said
adding that it was donc to pre:
vent angry mourners from at-
tacking them and creating vio-
lence.

The bereaved family has
denied a request for Prema-
dasa to pay his respects to
Athulathmudali, who in August
1991 led a failed campaign to
impeach the president,

Former President Junius
Jayewardene, who is also a
relative of Athulathmudali,
asked if he could bring Prema-
dasa along but the cst was
turned down, fearing it could
lead to an angry reaction, the
family member said.

Tamil Ti H

gucrrlllu ambus
military said today, reports

Gunmen from the Liberation

(LTTE), fired at the

ers Kill five: e

a group of
Lanka, killing four constables
AFP from Colombo.

n in eastern Shri
a woman bystander, the

Tigers of Tamil Eelam

policemen who were on a routine patrol

at Wellkanda Sunday, killing the four men instantly, the

spokesman said.

“A woman who was walking

down the road

was hit by LTTE fire and died instantly,” the spokesman said.

The LTTE are leading a long-drawn
establish an independent Tamil home

errilla campaign to
in the island’s

northern and eastern regions where the two million Tamil

minority is concentrated.

Hizbollah rebels rocket Israel:

Guerillas fired four Matyusha rockets at northern lsrael on
Sunday, security sources in the Jewish state’s south Lebanon

“security zone” said, re

Reuter from Lebanon.

They said the rockets were launched from an area just
north of the security zone where guerrillas of the pro-lranian
Hirbollah (Party of God) are active.

Isracli and allied South Lebanon Army fun
165-mm shells at Yater, a village
near Zibgine from where the Ka

ners responded by fring

(SLA) militia
were launched.

There was no immediate word on casualties in the rocket
assault or the retaliatory shelling,

lshﬂedinlanknnbunig%ia

crowded bus

southern Shri Lanka today, killing
injuring several more, police sald, AFP

Colombo.”

The bus hit a bridge and fell

at least 15 passengers and
reports f[rom

into the the river at

Wellithenna in the district of Kalutara, police said, addi

that rescue workers recovered 15 bodies so far and a
was still on for several more
in a similar accident Sunday,

search

six passengers were killed in

missing passengers.

northern Shri Lanka when their mini bus plunged into a river
while they were returning afler paying respects to a slain op-

position leader here.

Yemen holds assemblz polls:
Yemen today holds its first full legislative e , taking
another step toward democracy since unification of the

reports AFP from Sanna.
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BIJELJINA, Bosnia, Apr 26:
The Bosnian Serb parliament
ignored the pleas of Belgrade
leaders and unanimously re-
fected a UN peace plan today,
triggering tough new sanctions
against Serb-led Yugoslavia,
reports Reuter,

Defiant legislators cast
their votes minutes alter the
expiry of a 6 am (0400 GMT)
deadline set by peace envoy
David Owen for acceptance of
his plan to end the year-long
civil war. The plan would df
vide Bosnia into 10 Muslim,
Serb and Croal cantons.

Reinforced sanctions now
threaten the Yugoslav republics
of Serbia and Montenegro with
economic catastrophe. Lord
Owen said he believed they
would automatically take effect
within 24 hours.

Owen said as he left
Belgrade to fly to Geneva that
the decision meant “confro-
ntation with Europe is now
inevitable.”

He added that he could not
rule out the use of military
force within the framework of
the United Nations charter to
maintain pen-ce

i ot

International
Serb parliament rejects
international peace plan

Radovan Karadzic, Presi-
dent of the self-proclaimed
Serb republic, told reporters
“parliament could not accept
the plan and decided to hold a
referendum. The people will
decide.”

Legislators brushed aside a
joint. letter from !Serbian
President Slobodan Milosevic
and the Presidents of Yugo-
slavia and Montenegro urgin
them to endorse cantunj
maps drawn by Owen and co-

mediator Cyrus Vance.
"This is not a time to com-
pete in patriotism — it is a

¢ S

tinh UNPROFOR die recmer the body of a Muslim from the ruins of a bombed house
Sunday. The European Community agreed for the first time in a Foreign Ministers meeting
in Denmark to consider eventual military action against Serb forces in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

— AFP/UNB photo

time for a carefully deliber-
ated, flr-li‘htl‘.‘d and coura-
geous decision,” the I:ttcr
stated, "An unnece

can I:rIng nothing but evil imd
su

Hiluncﬂc. who exerted
strong pressure throughout
the weekend on the Bosnian
Serbs and suflfered an extraor-
dinary public defeat, sent
Yugoslav Foreign Minister
Vladislav Jovanovic as a per-
sonal emissary to the
Parliament session.

"We demand that you sign
the maps,” Jovanovic was
heard telling the tumultuous
closed door session.

"These are probably the
most difficult words of my life
but I would not have uttered
them if 1 were not convinced
they were for the benefit of the
Serb people. We hope we can
achieve our goals through dif-
ferent means.”

Despite the drama of the
rejection, which brings closer
the risk of air strikes in Bosnia

the west, legislators were
elated by the outcome.

Bosnian Serb Foreign
Minister Alexander Buha told
reporters: "Why should such a
decision come as a surprise?
the Parliament of a sovereign
nation has the right to decide
on its own fate.”

Information Minister
Miroslav Toholj said the refer-
endum would held on May
15 and 16 and added "We
made it clear that we reject
the plan and the maps but we
also want the people to en-
dorse {t."

Karadzic claimed accep-
tance of the plan would have
forced 500,000 Serbs to flee
Cantons controlled by Muslims
and Croats.

ME peace talks resume today

NICOSIA, Apr 26: The Arabs
and Israelis will begin the
ninth round of peace talks in
Washington tomorrow, aided
by a new US administration
determined to play a more ac-
tive role in the process, re-
ports AFP.

The last round ended
December 17, the day I[srael
expelled 415 Palestinians to
south Lebanon and triggered
the longest rupture since the
peace negotiations opened in
Madrid in October 1991].

It took four months of bar-
gaining to lure the Palestinians
back to the peace table even
though Israel did not take back

all the d:purtl:c:ﬁ and end re-
pression in the occupied terri-

tories, sealed for almost a
month.
But Israel to repatri-

ate all the deportees by the
end of the year, take back
others expelled previously, and
allowed Faisal Husseini to join
thc negotiating team even
though is resident ol east
Jerusalem.

Israelf Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin also said two
wecks ago in Ismailia, Egypt,
that UN Security Council
Resclution 242 will apply to
the Palestinians when negotia-
tions begin for the final status

of the occupied territories.
The Arabs received from the
new US administration a reaf-
firmation of the principles on
which former US Secretary of
State James Baker launched
the peace process in 1991.
His successor Warren
Christopher repeated that the
negotiations are based omn
Resolution 242, which calls for
[srael to return some or all of
the territories it occupied in
1967 in exchange for peace.
Christopher also said the

political rights of the
Palestinians must be respected
and that everyone sho live

in security in the Middle East.

We are willing
to compromise,

says Rabin

JERUSALEM, Apr 26: Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin said on
Sunday Isracl was w

and take risks fnl’
peace but the Arabs had to
compromise as well, reports
Reuter.

"We from our side are ready,
ready to take risks, ready to
make compromises, but the
compromises must be mutual,”
Rabin told Israel Television.
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kept thetr faith despite brutal repression by the late dictator
Enver Hoxha, who declared the country an atheist state in

Spﬂkmghttrlnﬂm'lp-chud&:uﬂcrhqﬁqm he
for an end v “intolerant and nattonalism
that today mows down its victims and fans the flames of fero-

cious hate™— an t relerence o Albania's northern
neighbour, Yugoslavia

Dutch drug
trafficker
to die in

Singapore

SINGAPORE, Apr 26

Singapore's High Court sen-
tenced a Dutch engineer lo
death today, for heroin traf-
ficking — the first Caucastan
receive the sentence under
the island-state's striet drug

laws, a police s pohurrnn:.nd

transporting
9.4 pounds) of heroin
on a trip from

Bangkok to Athens

China for reunification with

SINGAPORE, Apr 26: China
is offering peaceful reunifica-
tion with Taiwan, the chief
Chinese negotiator to this
week's historic talks between
the two sides said on Sunday,
reports Reuter.

“We stand for ful re-
unification,” said Wang Dachan,
Chairman of Beijfing's Asso-
ciation for Relations Across the

Taiwan Straits [(ARATS) at a
news conference shortly after
arriving in Singapore

“As both sides IhlI'l.' the
wish to develop cross-straits
relations and realise peaceful
reunification, there is nothing
that we cannot sit down and
talk about,” said Wang, a high-
;Ink!ng communist party offi-

Wang is in Singapore to
meet his Talwanese counter-
part, Koo Chen-Fu, who heads
the Straits Exchange
Foundation (SEF), for two days
of talks from April 27-28.

The meeting will be the
highest-level contact between
China and Talwan since the
Chinese civil war in 1948.

ARATS and SEF are both

i l

KARACHI Pn.h:t.ln A plrnmﬂlt.nry .old:nr ready with his gun, stands guard nutmde thu
Islamic foreign ministers conference hall on the occasion of the 21st Islamic Conference of

Fnrtlgn Ministers which began here Sunday.

— AFP/UNB phato
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Taiwan

semi-official sations, set
up in 1991 by the Beijing and
Taipei governments to handie
relations between the two
countries. Taipei had previ-
ously refused to deal with
Befjing after China's commu-
nist government drove the na-
tionalists to the island from
the mainland.

The talks have been seen as
the start of possible break-
through in reunification.

“The talks, though of an
unofficial, economic, business
and functional nature, mark an

important step in relations

across the straits,” Wang said.

Both and Bd,]ln‘ -y'
Tatwan onc day be
united with

.
but each insists that -

tion must take place on its
own terms.

China has refused to re-
nounce the use of military
force to unite Taiwan to the
mainland, while Taiwan has
said that China must also im-
plement democratic reforms
before reunification talks.

Senior delegates from SEF
and ARATS met in
last week to hammer out de-
tails of a joint document that
Wang and Koo will sign and is-
sues for discussion, including
Tatwanese investment prolec-
tion, intellectual property
rights and legal and economie
cooperation between China
and Tatwan.
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Off the Record

He has sometimes spread
himself too thin

BOSTON: President Clinton,

the 100-day mark in

his presidency, ludﬂulﬁlyhthqmu:unn nprcad himull

too thin and needs to focus
on a few big issues at the
time, reports AP.

In an interview with The
Boston Globe aboard Air
Force One, the president
acknowledged that he has
had his problems in the
White House, partly because
he was accustomed to do-
ing things differently when
he was governor of
Arkansas.

"I do think that I ma
have overextended mysell,
and we've got to focus on
big things,” Clinton said.

"I'm used to a legislative
environment where, as
governor, | worked up all
these initiatives, | put them

into the

legislature,” he said.

In the three months of his
said he has learned that "my
focus of the American

as
people on the
stake and to make sure they're

pot and then we worked them through the

ncy, however, Clinton
nt is to keep the
issues that are at
the focus of the

Congress on that so that we don't get into the kind of political
game-playing we had in the last week.”

Poverty forces father
to sell kids

BEWING: An unemployed man in rural southwestern
China who sold his two baby sons was sentenced to four years

in prison, a police

gazette reported, reports Reuter.
Al Bingsheng of Sichuang Province

soon after the

birth of his first son to sell the child through a middleman.
When his wife, a deaf-mute, gave birth again, Al promptly

sold the infant off, the April

24 edition of China Procuratorate

news said. He made a total of 6,200 yuan (dollar 1,000).

The sale of boys in a growing scourge in the Chinese
countryside, where a high premium in placed on male heirs.
Many of the children sold are kidnapped from their homes.

Imelda pleads not guilty
to graft charges

MANILA Apr 26: Imelda
Marcos pleaded not gullty
Monday to char she used
public funds to a pri-
vate co ation while she
served in the Cabinet of her
husband, the late President

Ferdinand Marcos, AP,
71 deény” all the allegations,”
Mrs. Marcos said after a clerk
read the charges d lr—

raignment at the
bayan anti-graft court.

Her co-accused in the case,
former deputy minister of hu-
man settlements, Conrado
Benitez, was not present

Government prosecutors
said that in 1977, Mrs Marcos,
then minister of human set-
tlements, and Benitez used
dirs 800,000 of coconut levy
funds to establish the
Technology Resource Center
Foundation, Inc, a

money was originally
intended for a scholarship
programme for children of co-
conut farmers, they said.
Prosecutors said Mrs

laws on the use of funds
and a ban on public officials
engaging in private business.

a separate crimi-
nal fraud suit against the two
with a trial court.

The suit is one of 14
crimi cases against Mrs.
'Marces ‘n the | ;

She [aces 32 civil sufts in the
same court and 47 other crim-
inal cases in other courts

Marcos and Benitez violated

Ramos seeks OIC support
for peace accord with MNLF

MANILA, Apr 26
Fmtd:ntFH:lHnmhull
ing on Islamic nations to sup-
port his efforts to negotiate a
peace secttiement with Musiim
separatists in the south of the
country, the Presidential

Palace said today, reports AFP.
Ramos has written to World

Huﬂlm m r:tlry

to undnnt Manila's lnltlnt!n:
at the annual meeting
of the organisation of the
islamic Conference (OIC) In
Karachi, a palace statement
said.

Exiled More National
Liberation Front (MNLF)
founder Nur Misurai, who led
an unsuccessfiul secessionist
revoit in the 1970s on the
southern island of Mindanao,
held preliminary talks with
Philippine government repre-
sentatives in Jakarta earlier

Cambodians want to rid country of Vietnamese

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia,
Apr 26: Thousands of ethnic
Vietnamese have fled after
massacres blamed on Khmer
Rouge guerillas, but Cambodian
politicians dc not condemn
the killings. Instead. they urge
all Vietnamese to leave, re-
ports AP

Although the rhetoric s
part of the campaign for next
month's elections, it reflects a
historic animosity among
Cambodians for thetr dominant
neighibour

"l am happy to see these
Vietnamese people go back” 1o
thetr own country, sald Kao
Kong 56, a driver. "l hate

| Vietnamese people.”

Centuries of territorial con-
flict, including the loss to
Vietnam of the fertile Mekong
Delta 200 years ago, are at the
root of the bitterness.

During 11 years of occupa-
tion that began with an inva-
sion In December 1878,
Cambodians hated the
Vietnamese woldiers even

though they overthrew a
Khmer Rouge that had
slaughtered hundreds of thou-
sands of

The Khmer Rouge fought
the Vietnamese-installed gov-
ernment untll the

agreement in 19094

attracted thousands of
Vietnamese immigrants. Most
Cambodians seem to resent
the ts more than they
do the tens of thousands ol
ethnic Vietnamese who have
lived here for generations.
Vietnam's embassy esti-
mates 150,000 ethnic Vietna-
mese live in Cambodia, among
p;;.::tlun of about 9 millon.
the UN peacekeeping
mission began a year ago, more
than 80 Vietnamese have been
shot, stabbed with axes and
spears or killed in grenade at-
lacks.
Hall of the killings occurred

in the past month, prompting
17,000 Vietnamese to flee the

country, many in convoys ol
rickety houseboats down the
Tonle Sap River, which flows
past Lhe capital.

Cambodia s 20 political par-
ties have used the Vietnamese
issue in their campaign against
nt for the May 23-28

being organized by
ckeepers.

tm main parties tried

to conceal their delight at the

exodus of Vietnamese, but

nonetheless urged those re-

maining to flee for their own

elections
UN

"Nobody actually ecan pro-
tect the Viethamese residents
in Cambodia,” said Sam Rainsy,
a senjor officials the party that

ports Prince Norodom
Sihnmuh who once ruled
Cambodia and is now head of
slate.

If elected, the politicians
say, they will "Invite" any
Vietnamese who entered the
country after the invasion to
leave, thtn expel any who
refuse to go. Only those with
immigration papers would be
allowed to return.

"Now, there are no con-
trols,” said leng Mouly, a
leader of the Buddhist ral
Democratic Party, the other

-umr.‘ ﬂnnﬂ!:tu hosg "

the country. Thlcrnh-ﬁ'ul
tration.”

"If the Khmer Rouge did

t kill the Vietnamese peo-
pllt, they would never go back
to their country,” said Maly
Neath, 23, whose f[ather was
killed by the Khmer Rouge
regime. "1 hate the Vietnamese

mhum they want

ethnic Vietnamese,

Th:u‘ Van Linh, said he feared

a return to anti-Vietnamese

of the 1970s. Hias

which had lived here for

three generations, fled

Cambodia in 1975, then re-
turned.

"l am alraid thal, one day,

the Khmer Rouge will shoot

my family,” he said.

this month. :

The two sides have agreed
to hold formal peace negolia-
tions in June, but Misurai, who
is attending the OIC conler-
ence as an observer, told AFP
in Karachi on Sunday he would
not come here for peace talks
because he [eared assassina-
tion.

“It is difficult to cope with
the problem ‘of dissidence in

without the under-
standing and sympathy of
friends in the Muslim world.™
Ramos told the world Muslim
League leader, according to
the statement.

“It would be a tremendous
help to bringing about endur-
ing peace and development in
the southern part of the

Philippines if the OIC could
see its way to su the
position of the gov -

ermnment,” Ramos

Iraqi agents
held in Kuwait

KUWAIT, Apar 26: Kuwail
said . it had arrested a

group of lragqli agents who
o carry outl what it

called terrorist acts “aimed at

tity of arms and explosives had
been confiscated.
Dakhil said Defence

Minister Sheikh Al Sabah Al
Salem Al-Sabah had made a

rt on the incident to a
meeting of the cabinet late or,r

Sunday evening.



