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For a World Conference
on Bosnia |

Countries Foreign Ministers
Conference, now being held in the port city of
Pakistan, should immediately call for a World
Conference to put an end to the war and geno-
cide in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Bangladesh should
take the initiative in moving for such a resolution

There are many reasons lor taking such a step.
The war to wipe out the Muslims in former Yugo-
slavia has long ceased to be a Balkan, or an Euro-
pean. affair. It has become even larger than a Uni-
ted Nations affair It has. in fact, become a world
affatr. The reason we say that it has become more
than what the UN can handle, is because the
Charter, the rules of procedure and the bureau-
¢ of the world bodl; are not adequate to han-
dle the crisis of the magnitude presented by the
present situation in the Balkans. We need a World
Conference to being in the type of consensus
necessary for collective action, including military,
that is required to save the Muslims of Bosnia-
Herzegovina. The repeated and continuous defi-
ance Serbia and its Bosnian allies. of the Uni-
ted Nations resolutions, have proved, if proof was
ever necessary. that diplomacy and negotiated
settlement will not work in the case of the mur-
derous regimes like that of Slobodan Milosevic.

After dragging their feet on direct military ac-
tion in thcaglkans for the past few months or so,
both the US and its European allies now appear
to be ready for a more direct course of action. If
the latest attempt by David Owen does not bear
any fruit, the Western powers will be more re-
ceptive about the idea of a World Conference on
this issue. Only last week the United Nations
Security Council issued tight economic embargo.
But so far such moves have had practically no im-
pact on the regimes of Serbia and Montenegro,
the two states that now make up Yugoslavia. We
strongly feel that given the record of relentless
brutality and the known policy of genocide, which
{s now known by the world at large, economic
embargo and other such measures are most inap-
propriate. Their effectiveness, in cases like South
Africa, Iran and Iraq is at best questionable. The
time span over which such measures were app-
lied, is 11111151 not available in the case of the Balkan
crisis ousands have been killed, hundreds of
thousand are suffering due to in{ury. lack of food,
shelter and medical care. A deliberate policy of
raping Bosnian women and then forcing them to
bear the child with a view to ethnically cleanse
the population of Bosnia-Herzegovina are crimes that
hardly can be corrected by economic sanctions.

The Bosnian foreign minister, Haris Silajdzic,
attending the ICFM conference in Karachi has
asked for the lifting of the western arms embargo
against his country. His statement that "We do not
want humanitarian aid, we want weapons ' is a cry
of frustration, resulting from months of ineffec-
tual moves that brought them global sympath
and support, but little else. The OIC's role itself
has been far from satlsfactmzl.nExccpt for passin
strong resolutions, and making pleas here an
there, the OIC cannot be credited to have taken
any concrete action either to take effective
diplomatic initiative or-to work towards a milfiary
option, even i -it were to be confined within the
Muslim states.

We strongly suggest that a world conference
should be convened now, because it will b to-
gether the type of coalition that is necessary lor a
serious military action. The US and the European
powers, now that the Russian referendum is out
of the way, are likely to be more open to using
force. Their fear that military involvement may
trigger adverse domestic reaction can be coun-
tered through the process of a global conference.

There is still time for Bangladesh to take such
an initiative, both in the current conference and
later, through bilateral contacts with other OIC
members. What is happen in Bosnia-Herze-
govina is counter to all the values and norms our
civilization represents. To counter it, the whole
world must stand as one. The conference that we
propose will help to forge such a unity against a
force that can easily be termed as the enemy of
whatever mankind now represents.

A Well-earned Award

Professor Muhammad Yunus of Grameen Bank
was on April 22 awarded the Ktn% Boudouin
International Development Prize of 1922 at the
Royal Palace in Brussels. In honouring Professor
Yunus the Belgian royalty, government and people
have indeed recognised elimination of poverty as
one of the foremost tasks of our time. And it
comes also as a mark of appreciation for some
exceptional work done in that direction in
Bangladesh, largely through the visionary innova-
tions of Professor Yunus who chose to go out of
the idyllic gardens of Akademe and into the
painful yet rewarding world of the landless multi-
tude. While we rejoice at his recognition, we con-

ratulate the miserably poor clientele of the
%‘urameen Bank but for whose strength of charac-
ter the Professor would hardly have
ful with his radical ideas.

The King Boudouin Foundation, the sponsor of
the prize, in their citation specially recognised
"the role of women in the development process
and the originality of a credit system which con-
tributes to the improvement of living conditions
for women and their families in rural conditions”.
We hope the real value of Professor Yunus's work
was recognised at home on the same lines and
meaningful efforts made to engage that main key
to development and social reconstruction — wo-
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men — with any amount of sincerity of purpose.
The Grameen Bank has done wonderfu ly as a
bank or a credit and investment set up. It was

not its mission to do so but it was necessary that
it does so for its mission to be fulfilled. The
Professor and his bank have surely made inroads
into the citadel of poverty but only marginalg up
to now. And perhaps it is not up to a bank, how-
ever wise and benign, to eliminate that hydra-
headed viciousness — poverty. Still one feels they
would go a long way in devising means and
mounting attacks to take the worst fangs out of
the faws of that monster. We know they would in
no time be involved in plugging holes in agricul-
tural production — from ensuring the inputs to
helping the grower to a just and paying market.
an we, while Professor Yunus goes on winning

new ground in his quests for a poverty-free
Eang,ladesh. expect other initiatives directed to-
wards the same goal to spawn in the wake of
Grameen Bank's international recognition?

We, on our part, take the occasion to congratu-
late the Professor.

HE historical antipathy
between the Armenians
and their neighbour
has once
into armed :
According to reports reaching
here, Armenians have taken
the offensive and occupied not
only large tracts of the enclave
rno-Karabakh, situated
within Azerbaijan, but have
penetrated into ter-
ritory as well. The result is a
full blown crisis involvin
Russia, Turkey and lran and,
course, the two adversaries.

Since the outbreak of the
recent hostility, it is fron{ page
news here. The collapse ol the
Soviet Union and consequent
emergence of the newly inde-
pendent states in Central Asia
and the Caucasus, has cata-
pulted Turkey from the pe-
riphery of Europe into a vast
world populated by her kith
and kin. It is a kind of family
reunion after 70 years.

Turkey has wasted no time
to seize the opportunity and
has forged and is daily Lr;lng
new ties with these states. In

Crisis in the Caucasus : Turkey

is for a Negotiated Solution

Arshad-uz Zaman writes from Istanbul

Arzerbaijan has a special place.
Of the Turkish speaking re-

lics, Azeris are the closest.

rkey was the first to recog-
nize the independent republic
of Azerbaijan and establish am-
bassadorial level representa-
tion. Delegations are ex-
changed almost daily.
President Ebulfeyz Elchibey,
who assumed power a year
ago, has a special place ol af-
fection among the Turks and
he reciprocates in kind by
lauding Ataturk and his re-
forms to the skies. Turkish
media speak [requently about
the Turkish model for the
Turkic republics. Azerbatjan
has wholeheartedly embraced
the Turkish model including
the Latin scrip introduced by
Ataturk in the twenties replac-

ing Arabic. In the economic
sphere, Turkey has adopted
market economy abandoning
state enterprises introduced as
a l?;rt of Ataturk's sweeping
reforms in all spheres of
Turkish life.

The rapid advance of the
Armenian forces was followed
by frantic appeals by Elchibey
for help. Government of
Prime Minister Suleyman
Demirel has so far limited its
action in the diplomatic fleld.
It took the question of
Armenian attack on Azerbaijan
to the Security Council which
simply put out a statement
calling on the to cease
hostilities. Turkey has made
some menacing noises and late
President Turgut Ozal, who
completed an visit to all

the Turkic republics, outdid
everybody clse making such
statements as ‘'what does |t
matter {f we drop a few bombs
in Armenia . In fact President
Ozal made quite a reputation
by making similar statements
from time o time and attrac!
ing caustic comments from
columnists who delighted in
pouncing upon all his state
merits.

In his search [for help
President Elchibey has sent
emissary to Iran. President
Rafsanjani who also has taken a
somewhat neutral stance,
stated that should hostilities
not cease, [ran would be com
pelled to move more forcefully
It should be noted that
whereas Turkey does not share
a border with Azerbaijan, Iran

does. The secular stance of
President Elchibey is not
viewed with favour {n Iran. The
Azeris are Shias unlike most
of the Turks and there are
more Azeris in Shia [ran than
in Azerbaijan.

Russia, undoubtedly has the
highest stake in a peacelul
settlement in the conflict in-
volving two members of the
Commonwealth o f
Independent States [CIS]
There is an unified command
led by the Russian general
Grachev. Although the Sovietl
Union has eollapsed, Russian
troops are stationed in virtually
all the CIS states. President
Boris is Yeltsin has taken upon
himself the role of a mediator
and has been attemnpting lo
bring the adversaries to the

negotiating table There has al-
ready been one meeting at the
Black Sea resort town of Sochi
and an announcement of cease
fire was made, although it
turned out to be premature.
The members of the CIS led by
Russtia are becoming increas-
ingly concerned at the con-
tinuation of hostilities, which
they are strenuously attempt-
ing to bring to an end. In fact,
everybody is determined to
find a negotiated solution.

The mood here is watch-
fulness and let Russtan dipilo-
macy find a sohution. Turkey
has no intention o act alone
and this was  stated by
Premier Demirel. This senti-
ment was echoed by Russia
through her ambassador in
Ankara, victor Chernishev.
Although the emeotions are
overwhelmingly in favour of
their Azeri brothers, Turkey
appears determined to facili-
tate a negotiated solution. She
really has no interest in mak-
ing a long time enemy of any of
the newly independent states,
with whom she is forging very
profitable economic ties

her scheme of things,

T was on the 27th April,
I thirty-one ago that
the faithful mariner of
the Bengali Nation set sail
towards the Great unknown
and reached the shore from
which no traveller returns. It
was on this fateful day in 1962
that the apple of Bengal's eye
Sher-e-Bangla A K Fazlul Huq
breathed his last and plunged
Bengal, nay the whole of this
sub-continent, into an ocean of
grief.
It has almost become a
commonplace, when a promi-
nent person passes away, lo
claim that he is irreplaceable,
that his final departure has
created a void which cannot be
filled. To some extent that is
often true, but it was absolutely

and lite true in regard to
the grur:]inuu of the Tiger

of Bengal. It is not that no
great man will be born in
Bangladesh in future. We have
had many a great man and we
shall have great men, but that
special and peculiar type of
greatness that Fazlul Huq rep-
resented is not likely to be re-
produced in this sub-continent
or an re else. -

It is perhaps not necessary

| to refer to his many qualities

which we all know — his deep
learning, his scholarship, his
courage and conviction, and
his great oratory. He was a
great educationist, a great
champion of truth and justice,
a great social reformer, and he
was great in many other ways.
But there were other scholars,
there were other orators,
there were other reformers
and champions of truth and
justice. There was in Sher-e-
Bangla a mmhinuthn“;lt; the
greatpess of the past the
greatness of fhr:P:.rtacﬁt. He
represented’ and always re:
minded one of what we have

Recalling Sher-e-Bangla
The Roar that Made Thrones Tremble

by Syed Ashraf Ali

--------

read in history about the great
men of several hundred years
ago — men of intellect, men of
action, men of vision, men
with golden qualities of head
and heart. He also reminded us
of what might be called the
great qualities of olden days —
graciousness chieflly. There
were many bad quall in the
old days, of course, but there
was a certain graciousness, a
certain courtesy, a certain tol-
erance, a ceriain patience
which we sadly seek in the
world today. No wonder, we
have made tremendous and
fantastic achievements in sci-
entific and technical ways —
we have reached the Moon, we
have harnessed the hitherto
unknown strength of nuclear
fission and fusion, we seek to
reach Mars and penetrate
deep into the limitless space;
but we do it with a lack of gra-
ciousness, with a lack of toler-
ance, with a lack of something

)

which have made life worth-
while since life began. It was
the strange and unique mix:
ture of the good qualities ol
the past — the jousness,
the deep learning and toler
ance, with the urges of today
that made Sher-e-Bangla what
he was.

Providence often distribules
its gifts to different persons in
diverse measure. To somc il
gives physical strength and to
others, intellectual eminence,
to some it gives aflluence and
to others [ame and recogni-
tion. It {s rarely that all these
gifts are showered upon the
same individual. Sher-e-Bangla
A K Fazlul Huq was one of the
fortunate few to whom Allah,
in His infinite Mercy, gave in
full measure all the things
which human beings desire,
and yet with a contrariety
which is beyond human under-
standing, combined all these
gifts with a sensitiveness and
sympathy for human sufferings
which sometimes turned’his
personal achievements into an
agony at the sight of so much
futility and so such hatred all
around.

Sher-e-Bangla's was a ca-
reer of outstanding service, of
great achievement and of ded-
fcation to a cause. The flame of
his faith in freedom and in na-
tionalism did not flicker at any
timé. Neither his rful pen

nor his enviable gift of oratory
in three different languages

was ever used for any but the

highest purposes.

Great as a statesman great
as an orator of the [irst water,
great as a philanthropist, great
as an administrator, great as an
educationist, Sher-e Bangla
was undoubtedly a giant among
men, almost an institution by
himself. A rare combination of
human qualities, he had a
heart that suffered for the poor
and the people around him
His extreme kindness im:
parted a goodly grace to a per
sonality that was even of
otherwise lovable. Courteous,
shrewd, witty and kindly, he

out of his mature judge-
ment snd ripe experience
couns which was often
sought and ever valued. His ar-
dent patriotism, his deep
scholarship and his robust
thinking have always been dis-
tinct assets in the political
evolution of the sub-continent.

Single-minded in his devo-
tion to the national movement,
broad-minded in his approach
to the varied international
problems, national, regional
and sectional, Sher-e-Bangla
had always been revered and
adored as a keen intellectual,
eloquent speaker, sober

- politician and above all, a lov-

ablc man.
Entirely selfless, free from
all narrowness, truthful in

thought, fearless in action,

meek as a lamb, but a Hon in
spirit as he was, Fazlul Huq

never faifled to rise to the o€~ |
casfon and respond to the call |

and urges of the country and
its peoplc. His foresightedness

was indeed amazing, and in a
letter written to the then
Governor of Bengal, Sir John
Herbert, on the 2nd August,
1942 he had the courage and
conviction to demand a sepa-
rate Bengall Army. and wrote:
"l want you to consent to the
formation of a Bengali Army
consisting of a hundred thou-
sand young Bangalis consisting
of Hindu and Muslim youths on
a fifty-fifty basis. There is an
insistent demand far such a
step being taken at once, and
the people of Bengal will not
be satisfied with any excuses.
It s a national demand which
must be immediately con-
ceded * He also pointed out in
the same letter,
‘Administrative measures must
be sulted to the genius and
traditions of the people and
not fashioned according to the
whims and caprices of hard-
cned bureaucrats o many of
whom autocratic ideas are
bound up with the very breath
of their lives.”

A great man ol dauntless
spirit as he was., he never
cared a button for his persenal
sccurity and safety nor hesi-
tated an inch to bring a person
to book whatever might be the
rank and status of the person
concerned. Even the Governor
of Bengal was warned in writ-
ing by this fearless representa-
tive of the people.

In February, 1943, he made
a statement in the capacity of

Chiel Minister of Bengal on the

floor of the Bengal Legislative
Assembly regarding the then
government's policy on

Midnapore Affairs. Sir John A
Herbert, the Governor of
Bengal, could not relish the
statement and in a letter writ-
ten to the Sher-¢-Bangla on
the 15th February, 1943, he
demanded : '] shall expect an
explanation from you at your
interview tomorrow morning
of your conduct in failing to
consult me before announcing
what purports to be the deci-
sion of the Government.”

This indecent letter very
naturally found Sher-c-Bangla
in fume, and in a befitting re-
ply sent on the 16th February,
the Tiger roared:

‘Dear Sir John,

Iin reply to your letter of the
15th February, 1943, | write to
say that | owe you no
explanation whatever in re-
spect of my conduct in failing
to consult you before announc-
ing what according to you is
the decision of the
Government, but [ certainly
owe you a duty to administer a
mild warning that indecorous

such as has been used
in your letter under reply
should, in future, be in
any correspondence between
the Governor and his Chief
Minister.”

This was indeed the roar of

a tiger which in his own
words, “reverberates from
across the seven seas to

the homes of the British
Nation”, not the roar of a tiger
"who is as docile as a tiger in a
circus show”. It was a roar
which "makes thrones trem-
ble”, not the roar of one who
"knows how to crouch beneath

the throne and the tail in
approbation of rnment
I ].'- ! l
. The au is Director,
National Bro ting author-
ity. Dhaka

Polls Promise Happiness to “Happy Arabia’

- Michael Jansen writes from Nicosia

HE election in Yemen
I is a milestone on the
slow, painful road to
democ trod by the Arab
world and the people of newly
united country. If democracy is
indeed established in Yemen
through the electoral process
the achievement will promote
democratisation in other Arab
countries, discouraged by
recent failures in Algeria and
Kuwait.

This election is the first on
the basis of universal suffrage
to be held in the Arabian
peninsula and could serve as
spur to citizens of the un-
democratic princely state of
the peninsula who do not vote.

The poll today, April 27, is
the first multi-party general
election for Yemenis. Unf-
ortunately, they have not risen
to the occasion. Only 2.7
million of 14 million have reg-
istered to vote. Their votes will
not only produce a parliament,
but also a president who will

be elected by the new legisla-
ture, the mgjlis as-shoura.

At stake are 301 seats in
the majlis, contested by 2,000
candidates, representing or
supported by 40 political par-

Yemen holds its first multi-party elections
today, April 27. At stake are 301 seats in the
‘mayjlis’, contested by 2,000 candidates from
40 parties. This is the first election on the
basis of universal suffrage in the Arabian
peninsula and could spur citizens of the re-
gions undemocratic princely states. The
major issue is the economy, yet to recover

from the effects of the 1990 Gulf crisis. As
Yemenis prepare to vote, Geminis News

Service reports on the impact of democracy

in the Arab world.

ties. The largest party is the
General People's Congress
(GPC), headed by President Ali
Abdullah Salih, which ruled
North Yemen before unifica-
tion in 1990 and continues to
govern in coalition with Yemen

Socialist P (YSP).
The Republic was founded

on May 22, 1990 by the unifi-
cation of North and South
Yemen. The President of North
Yemen became President of
the new republic and the head

of state of Marxist South
Yemen, which until 1967 was
the British colony of Aden. be-
came prime minister. '

Until riots erupted last
December, when 15 people
were killed and 100 injured,
the GPC, the most popular
party, was expected to secure
the largest number of seals in
the majlis. This is no longer
certain.

To do so the GPC will have
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The
system ol examining the law
students takes, rather kills,
almost five to six years in giv-
ing them law degree.

Supreme Court Bar Asso-

Sir, resent delatory

ciation's proposal {n Article
21 (1) (a) [c) dated 10.3.93
neglected to consider the
above difficulty (time-con-
suming) of the law students
and young lawyers and placed
the same for approval. In the
proposal, a law-graduate shall
have to remain under training
for two years as clerk and then
to face Bar Council examina-
tions to get enrolled as an ad-
vocate. After that, on finishing
five years regular practice as
an advocate, he can sit for the
test to become a member of
the High Ceurt Bar. many
years, much of which ually
unutilised! This cannot yfeld
very good for a poor country
like Bangladesh.

The quality advocates may
kindly be allowed to sit for the
membership test after finish-
ing two years practice in the

lower court which s still ex-
isting and the fresh proposal
for five years duration of prac-
tice may well be rejected as it
has got no sound grounds and
reasons.

FMA Mauatin
Mirpur, Dhaka
Highway plantation

Sir, Rainy scason i{s about lo
scl in. It is the appropriale
time to start tree plantation on
a massive scale allover the
couniry. Government should
supply saplings to thc pcople
al a nominal cost even il it in-
volves some subsidy in the in-
lerest of conservalion of envi-
ronmenl and various olher
benclits.

The plantation along the
highways is, howcver, the re-
sponsibility of the Government.

And It is not impossible Lo
plant along the highways in
onc season Il the governmoent
mcans business. Resource
constraint, howcver, may be
cited as an impediment.

Forest Department has got

necessary experience and ex-
criise in Lthe [licld. So il the
ighways arc planted by this
Department, cost of plantation
will be only a fraction of what
it would bc il plantation is
made by the Roads & Highways

Department. Forest Dcepart-
mcnt may be lacking in
neecssary lund and manpower
lo go on a massive scale to
complete it in onc yecar. IL is
suggested that if Ansar and

VDI personnel arc placed at
their disposal for onc scason,
manual cost for this purposc
will be very negligible, only su-
pervision and supply of
saplings will be nceded by the
Forcst Department. In thal
case¢, it will be possible Lo
cover all the llighways in onc
ycar.

It is also suggested that
tall fast-growing lreces like
raintrece, krisnachura etc.
should be planted on the
highways, Will the Ministry of
Forest and Environment pon:
der over it?

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka

" of unification,

Yemen

Until iste 15th Century Yemen was part of Ottoman Empire.

South Yemen was a British
s 5

b

s e

Civil wlr DaTwesn royeiists and republicans
1867 Civil war snds with republican viciory.
Peopie's Republic of South Yemen lounded

1962 North Yemen deciared Arab Republic of Yemen  1371-T2 War betwesn Morth and South Yemen

1w

1983 Joint Yemen Council sstablished
1990  North and South Yemen unite

All Abduliah Saleh coMmes 10 pOwed iIn North

tor meel the challenge
mounted by YSP, led by Vice-
President Ali Salem al-Baidh,
which formerly ruled South
Yemen. Unpopular at the time
the YSP has
since increased its appeal by
dropping its Marxist ideology
and using its position in gov-
ernment to secure popular
political concessions from the
president.

The third main contender
is the Al-Islah party (the
Gathering for Reform), an un-
easy union of tribal and
Islamist elements held to-
gether by the powerlul Lribal
leader, Shaikh Abdullah Ibn
Hussein al Ahmar and the
charismatic preacher Abdul
Majid al-Zindani. Al-Islah ap-
peals to conservative rural vot-
ers and to the discontented
urban proletariat.

Ol the 40 parties formed al-
ter the merger, only 14 have
ficlded candidates of their own
while the majority support one
or other of the 1,000 inde-
pendents, ‘Prominent among
the lesser parties are the
National Conference, a coalf-
tion of small parties, and the
pan-Arab groupings, the
Yemeni Baath Party and the
Unionist Popular Nasscrite
Party.

The opposition parties have
made a minor electoral issue
out of the March 31st Political
Action Pact, signed by the GPC
and the YSP. The object was to
rcgulate the campaign and
poll, According to the Pact,
political parties should adhere
to Islam and (ts teachings and
eschew secular and theological
lotalitarian ideologies.

Parties subordinate to for-
cign countries are banned, al
though the Pack did not deny
Yemeni parties the right to ac-

cept donations from abroad, a
concession to Al-Islah, which
receives [unds from Saudi
Arabia, Yemen's powerful
neighbour,

The major issue {is the
economy, which sulfered a
stunning blow only a few
months after unification when
Saudi Arabia expelled a million
Yemeni workers and busi-
nessmen because of Yemen's
criticism of the Saudi alliance
with the United States against
Iraq following its invasion of
Kuwait. The Saudis also cut

$800,000 in aid to Yemen and
prevenled foreign firms from
prospecting for oil in disputed
territory near the Saudi fron-
Lier.

On November 28, 1990
Yemen, together with Cuba,
voled in the Security Council
against the critical UN
Resolution 678 on Kuwait.

As a result of the influx of
expatriate Yemenis from Saudi

- Arabia and Kuwait, unemploy-

ment has risen to 36 per cent
and the value of the Yemeni
riyal has fallen by 2000 per
cent.: To make matters worse,
Yemenis discovered that their
government was both ineffi-
cient and corrupt.

Rivalry and squabbling be-
tween the GPC and YSP pre-
vented the government from
dealing with the mounting
economic crisis and its own

failings, The December riots
compelled Prime Minister
Haidar Abu Bakr a-Attas to

force the ruling parties to co
operate with the National Pact
and to institute a reform pack-
age which focused on reducing
conspicuous state spending.
Yemen will have lo pass
through lean years before it
can realise the prosperily
promised by unification. Ofil

production, currently at
187,500 barrels a day and ex-
pected to rise to 300,000 bar-
rels a day by September
(bringing in $1.25 billion a
year), cannol meet the de-
mands for foreign currency to
pay for both development pro-
jects and consumption pur-
poses. Although on-going ex-
ploration by foreign concerns
may result in the discovery of
new ficlds, these will not begin
producing for three to five
years.

Democratisaion does not
ensure political stability.
Indeed, democratisation could
destabilise the country.
Competition between the GPC
and YSP, seeking to secure ad-
vantage in the election cam-
paign, caused the postpone-
ment of the election for six
months. '

If these two parties and the
others which gain seats in the
maijlis do not act according to
the rules of democracy after
the election and continue their
unproductive squahhlinr. they
could impede the implemen-
tation of political and eco-
nomic reforms. This would
lead to popular disaffection
and instability.

Yemen's large, interferd
neighbour, Saudi Arabia, cou
continue to block oil explo-
ration in disputed territory
while using its Islamist ally,
the Al-Islah party, and some of
the smaller opposition group-
ings hard up for cash, to un-
dermine the government,

Saudi Arabia is unhappy
with Yemen's experiment in
popular democracy, fearful that
its success could increasc de-
mand in the kingdom for
democratisation, Because ol
opposition from both secular
liberals and Islamists demand-
ing democratisation in Saud{
Arabia King Fahd has nol been
gble to constitute and ap-
pointed consultative council,
his minor concession to
democracy. Traditionally the
Saudis have been suspicious of
even the form of democracy
practiced in Kuwait, where a
restricted all-male electorate
votes for an assembly with lim-
ited power.

Democracy does not guaran
tee that Yemen, known as
"Arabia Felix® or “Happy
Arabia” will achieve the happi-
ness |1 seeks,

Michael Jansen was borm in
the US, lives (n Cyprus, and
has covered the Middle Easi

for many years.



