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Two killed in Pak train misha

high-speed pa

southern vi!lngt

o train jumped the tracks nuL-E.
Sunday, killing two people and injuring
27 others, health wnrkcrl said, reports

A’ [rom Karachi.

Rescuers [locked to the crash site in Jang Shahi, about 70

kiflometres {42 miles) (rom the
The express train was he
provincial capital of Peshawar, about 1,736

west frontier

city of Karachi.
ing toward Pakistan’'s north-

kilometres (1,076 miles) away, when it tumbled off the

tracks.

Late last ycar, a

passcnger express rammed a [reight train

near the Pun}nh village of Rehtt, killing 70 people and injur-

ing scores more.

Investigators chided the government after that accident,
saying the milway sysicm was old and poorly maintained.

9 drug traffickers held in Iran:

iranian security forces have smashed an International drug

trafficking

nctwork, scizing 2,500 kilograms (5,510 pounds)

of morphine and arrcsting nine smugglers, the Islamic
Republic News Agency reported Saturday, reports AP from

Nicosia.

The agency, monitored in Nicosia, said the bust occurroed
in a desert region near the central Iranian city of Yazd, but

did not say when.

it quoted an unidentilied official as saying thatl in the past
r:t _;E!.I‘l. authoritics have scized 11,325 kilograms
pounds) of narcotics in the Yazd region and smashced
thru !ntcmntlnnal drug trafficking gangs.
Iran is a major transit route for drugs going to Europc
from Asia. The trade flourished while authorities were preoc:-
cupied with 1880-88 war with Iraq.

Ramos in Beijing: ehiippine president pide

Ramos arrived Sunday

or a visit expected to focus on

decpening economic and trade ties with China, recports AP

from Beijing

Ramos was grected at the airport by Agriculture Minister

Liu Jiang, who is chairman of the Chinesc

rmment reccp-

tion committec. No official mectings were scheduled until

Monday, when he was to mect

president Jiang Zemin, who

also is head of China's 52-million-member Communist Party.
Ramos will ask China to build power gencrators in the

Philippines to help solve the nation's

power shortage. lle also

will raise the two nation’s conflicting claims to the Sprally is-
lands in the South China Sca and Filipino workers' welfare in
Hong Kong offictals from hh office said.

Filipino mayor shot dead: A ww-

mayor was shot decad by
northern Philip

Im:u on Sunday,

a gunman inside a church in the

the government-run

Philippine News Agcrmy (PNA) said, Reuter from Manila says.
Jose Peralia was hearing mass when the assassin shot him
twice on the head from behind at a catholic church In

Balungao town in Pangasinan

, 150 km (90 milés)

north of Manila, PNA, quoting a military spokesman said.
The gunman and an accomplice fled on a motorcycle, it

said.

10 killed, 50 injured as
tornado hits US

TULSA, Okla. Apr 25: A tor
nade blew cars and trucks ofl a
busy - interstate h and
dl dozens of homes

evening, killing 10

ﬁ hzu ndrn:ltih;:nfl:::d

mﬂmﬂhl said. reports AP.
"This was mt a storm that
stayed down and then went
back up. It stayed down Jor
several minutes and totaled
the arca.” said Jerry Griflin. an

of metal were around
whatever  poles were left
standing. Familics who esc-

aped from thetr vehicles at one
truck stop walked around
dazed, clinging to pillows,
blankets and other posses-

:

Tornado sirens in Tulsa
off at 6:45 pm.
The tornado a few minutes
later, overturning mobile
homes at a dealership, collaps-
ing the roofl of a church in
Tulsa, and downing powe:
lines.

Togn Foureborn, the staie's
dircclor of civil emergency
ma ment, confirmed 10
deaths. Griffin said at cast 50

people were injured and hun-
dreds were left homeless.

E

were closed becausc of the
tornado damage, A television
reporter following the storms
sakd al lcast 30 to 40 houscs
were damaged. The roof of a
school in Catoosa was torn ofl,
I:Id- Police Chief Ron Palmer

Nightlall hampered search
ris.

Andrus said three Lo four
bodics had been pulled out of
wreckage along a highway cast
of Tulsa. A seven-mile (11-
kilometer) streteh of the
highway was closed for about
an hour because of the wreck-

Like other tuckers
Stern of Lake Minncsola,
Minn, said the tormado camc

too quickly to hide.

“There was nowhere to go.
No way." said Stern

4 ;c Indian
MPs involved

In crimes

NEW DELHI, Apr 25: At
lcast four per cent of clected
representatives in india today
arc cstimatled to be connected
or involved with crime and

criminals, and this is only the
tip of the icecberg. reports 1M1

Politicians have becon one ol
the first lo admit that crimi-
nals have enicred politics, but
how much political will would
they muster to do away with
this malaise?

Al a recent seminar in Lhe
capital on ‘criminalisation ol
politics,” participants, who in-
chuded ., economisis,
inteflectuals, writers and jour-
nalists, agreed almost all polit-
ical partics and groups loday
resorted in varying degrees W
such nwihods and lactics

The participants at the
seminar organised by Lhe von-
tre for new pe tives called

for a natiomal debalce

KARACHI, Apr 25: Bosnia is
ncgotiating with Muslim coun-
irics to obtain arms for iis
conflict with Serbia, Foreign
Minister Haris Silajdzic said
today, reports Reuter.

He criticised the interna-
tional community, especially
Britain, for what he called iIn-
aclion and fatlure to lift the
arms embargo on Bosnian
Muslims.

Stlajdzic said he was hold-
ing talks with countries at-
tending the 21st Islamic con-
ference of Foreign Ministers in
Karachi to try to win military
and economic aid.

He did not name the coun-
iries he had talked with but
sald none had yet
supply arms to Bosnia's
Muslims. 1

"We expect military aid,
diplomatic aid and financial

aid.” Silajdzic said in an inter-

view.
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pledged to
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"We are having discussions,
W are h-ving consultations
right now, and | think the
resolution [of the conference)
will reflect just that.”

Fore Ministers from
most of 51 members of the
Organisation of | Confe-
rence (OIC) are holding a five-
day meeting in Karachi. -

Silajdzic, an observer at the
conference, said he wanted
Islamic nations to rally to
Bosnia's defence.

The conference has sched-
uled a special session to dis-
cuss Bosnia and many dele-
gates have already privately
expressed solidarity with
Bosnia's Muslims.

In an opening cldress,
Pakistan's caretakcr’ P'rime

inister Balkh Sher Mazari
said "this conference musi act
boldly to save the Bosnian
Muslims [rom genocide to
which they are being sub-

International

Bosnia negotiating with
OIC states for arms

jected.”
He demanded lifting ol the

arms embargo on Bosnian |

Muslims and called for Scrbian
heavy weapons to be placed
under UN control, and end to
arms supplics to Serbia and an
effective no-fly zone in Bosnia.
Silajdzic said Britain was
the major stumbling block to
ending the arms embargo. He
hoped to meet British Foreign
Secretary Douglas Hurd soon.
"We, don't want Great
Britain to act, we want them to
abstain, to give us our right (to
self-defence), that's all,” he
said. "By imposing the arms
embargo on us they are actually
acting on the side of the ag-
gressor. We have to stop it.”
Silajdzic said that under the
United Nations charter Bosnia

had the right to sell-defence,

‘adding that Bosnian Muslims

[aced genocide if they could
not defend themselves,

He praised the United

Stiates ﬁ:w hardening its posi-
tion over the t fl.-ur days.
US Pres t Bill Clinton

has said he bopes to announce
a new on Bosnia in a few
days and hopes for European
support for the policy, which
may include air strikes against

Bosnian Serb positions.

The United* States, France
and Britain are expected to
hold talks next week on
whether military force should
be used in Tnnderq with sanc-
tions.

"We wanted Europe to act
en this because this is a
European 'affair, but Europe
did not act,” Silajdzic said.

"We would like this confer-
cnce to encourage moves by
the United States of America.
That is a noble act to try and
save humanity.”
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LAHORE (Pakistan): Asif Ali Zardari, husband of former Primne Mini-ter Benazir Bhutto

and a new minister in the caretaker government of Prime Minister Balkh Sher Mazari wave
_to crowds upon arrival here Saturdny

—AFP/UNB photo

Benazir's bid for power may

lead to ML if it misfires

ISLAMABAD, Apr 25: Aller
three years on the sidelines,
former Prime Minister [ienazir
Bhutto is making another bid
for r, reporis AP.

Iin the aftermath of
President Ghulam Ishag Khan's
sudden call for eclections in
July, Ms. Bhutto is dictating
terms, ng for advantage
and placing her people in piv-
otal roles.

Some see it as a risky game
that could lead to martial law if
it misfires. But if she succeeds,
her return to office would be
cheered by the United States,
an ally of Pakistan estranged by
this country’'s nuclear policy
and alleged support for ants-
Indian terrorism.

Ms. Bhutto, the first woman
to lcad a modern Muslim na-
tion, was dismissed as prime

minhtﬂ' Ishaq ﬁhnn :In
1990 after mmtlh- in office.
Although she was accused of

corruption and mismanage-
ment, the underlying reasons
were her political clashes with
the t and army gener-
als.

Earlier this month, Ishaqg
Khan ousted her successor,
Nawaz Sharif, on similar cor-
ruption charges and for about
the same real reasons. Sharif
had threatened legislation to
remove some of the presi-
dent's constitutional

itis a turnaround
lor Bhutto, who had accused
Ishaq Khan of committing a
“constitutional coup” when he
dismissed her, but supporticed
his ouster of Sharif's
month-old government.

Commentlators say the

Mrlrc Ll‘lﬁiiﬂg for fut-
ther discredits the political
system as democracy feels its
way free of military dictator-
ship.

iIshaq Khan appointed a
transition government drawn
from all major parties, and has
scheduled elections for July
14. ‘
One of the new ministers is
Ms. thutto's husband, Asil Ali
Zardari, who was fjailed for two
years pending irial on charges
of illcgal profiteering during
his wile's tenure. lie was ac-
quitted on nine counts, bul
still 1s charged with kidnap
ping and extortion.

Ms. Bhutto is under indfet-
ment on seven counts ol cor
ruption, which arc widely per-
cetved as being politically
spired.
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Securitymen
at Delhi
Airport

suspended

NEW DELHI, Apr 25: The
cntire team of murlty per-

. snnnelﬂndutyﬁtﬂdlyntlhc
1 | Delhi Afr s been sus-

pended pcnding a high-level
cnquiry inte the security

lapses even as the security
network at the in the
country was further tightened,
reports PTIL.

This was stated by the
Minister of State for Internal
Security, Rajesh Pilot, while
lalking to reporters at Delhi
Airport this morning.

He said that the iﬂcuﬂl}“
has been stre fn an
cffort to rebuild the shaken
confidence of the air passen-
gers in view of four incidents
of hijacking recently.

China-Taiwan
talks begin
tomorrow

BEIJING, Apr 25: This
week's historic talks between
China and Taiwan will lcave a
fundamental question unan-
swered: is a peaceful unifica-
tion of ‘the socialist mainland

and the cag&thl isldnd pos-
sible? reports AFP. o

The largely symbolic taiks,
scheduled to begin Tuesday,
will focus on , Mon-po-
litical issues — there will be no
negotiations on the future of
the island.

The rival governments in
Taipei and Beijing both claim
to be the sole legitimate gov-
ernment of all China.

But instead of a debate on
that difficult issue, the talks
are expected to be presented
as a warm reunion ol brothers
separated by enemy lines, and
China is likely to use the occa-
sion as a chance to present a
conciliatory image amid its
rancorous discussions with
Britain over the future of |ong

Kong.

LTTE denies killing
Athulathmudali

COLOMBO, Apr 25: Tamil
Tigers on Sunday denied gov-
ernment accusations that they
assassinated opposition leadcr
Lalith Athulathumudali at an
clection rally two days ago, re-
ports AP,

A statement faxed to
Colombo-based news agencics
by the London office of the
Tigers said the Shri Lankan
government’'s accusation was
"unwarranted.”

“This is obvious (o the peo-
plc who has masterminded
this murder of his political op-
ponent,” it said.

A man whose bullet-riddled
body was found near the site of
atiack had died of poi-
soning. Medical LBL
de Alwis told a court Saturday.

In the past, Tamil Tigers
arc known (o have killed

| themscives by biting into

cyanide when
corncred by police.

I'olice identified the gun
man as Balakrishnan, «
Tamil from the rebel-con

trolicd Jafina

Wit Mntﬂ!.hn
man standing near the siage

lled a revolver from bencath

capsules

_his black T-shirt and opencd

Alier hi Athulathmudali
three (imes, gunman shot
and wounded a who

fircd at him, shot three more
bullets and fled the scene, they

Eppﬂliuon parties blamcd
Lthe government for the assas
sination, but a senjor govern
ment minister said the insinu
ations are foul and bascless.

Athulathmudaltl's position as
a one-time sccourity adviser

raised suspicions against | umil
Tiger rebels,
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COLOMBO iShn Lanka) Srimani, the widow of assassi-

nated opposition leader Lalith Athulathmudali
flowers over his body watched by his da
other mourners at Athulathmudali's resi

places
ter ﬂlruln and
nce Saturday.

— AFP/UNB photo

6 killed in Lankan
bus plunge

COLOMBO, Apr 25: A mi-
crobus plunged inioc a river in
northwestern Shri Lanka today

killing six passengers who
were reiurning home aflter

paying respects to slain
opposition leader Alalith
Athulathmudali polier said, re-
s AFP.
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Deaths of Tambo,

JOIIANNESBURG, Apr 25:
Oliver Tambo, who helped
found the African National

tion in the ANC afier he re-
turned to South Africa in 1990
following a stroke that left him
. a Communist Party

Hani serious blow to ANC:

scrvices rather than any signif-

jeant recent contribution.
Political talks resume this

week, and the ANC had been

pushing for mb:lprznuun
un‘ a date for Sou

first elections open to the

m-;my

is not on our side
mthnmmhtm
" Mandela told a news

Hani was one of the ANC's

most popular and militant
violence

lash by
widespre or severe as
feared.

Although Mandela came to
symbolize South Alrica’s anti-

apartheid movement during

his 27-year imprisonment,
Tambo s widely regarded as
the man who brought the ANC
through its toughest times as a
struggling ltheration move

ment.

"He was my pariner, my
comrade, my friend and my
colleague,” Mandela said
lombe . "He wsucceeded in

this organisation o
h-:rnm: ITR strongest political
foree in the country.”

Tambo returned to South
Africa as president of the ANC
in December 1090, 10 months
after the group had been legal
lzed and 30 years after he left.

in 19891, the ANC chose
Mandela, Tambo's former Law
pariner, to replace him as
president and created the post
of nattonal chairman for the

afling activisl

T-.mbn strongly supported
the ANC's armed struggle
against apartheid when it be-
gan in 1961, and organized
training for ANC fighters in
foreign countries,

But he later was instrumen-
tal In drafting the Harare
Declaration of 1089, which
paved the way for negotiations
with the ment.

"He held his organisation
together during a very difficult
period, in exile,” Anglican
Archbishop Desmond Tutu said

President FW de Klerk
praised Tambo for supporting
negotiations and a peaceful
scitlement of South Alrica's
political conflict.

UN Secretary-Genecral Bou-

Arafat looks forward to i
free Palestine in 2 yrs

LONDON, Apr 25: PLO
Chairman Yasser Arafat called
or Israel to make progress at
Washington this Week and said
he looked forward to living in
an independent Palestinian
state within the next two

years, reports Reuter.

Arafat told the British
Broadcasting Corporation he
wanted Israel to "follow up the
basis ol the peace process” in-
cluding the exchange of land
for peace, withdrawal from the
occupied territories and
"security for all of us in the re-
gion.” ;

He said in a television in-
terview, taped at the PLO’s
headquarters in Tunis last
weck and broadcast today that
there could be "no peace with-
out the Palestinians .... no sta-
bility without the Palestinians.”

Asked by interviewer David
Frost whether he would live to
and {independent

Fllntinhn state, m 63,
mplil-d "I will invite you to

come to visit me there:h
than between one and a. half

On Saturday,
Palestinian negotiator
Abdel-Shafi said the ninth
round of Arab-Isracli talks, due
to start in Washington on
Tuesday, might end without
P unless Israel and the
United States "Innate
Palestinian rights.”

Palestinian leaders, under
heavy pressure from Arab

states, agreed last Wednesday
to return to ﬁnm talks
which had been since
Isracl expelled 415 Palesti-

nians to South Labanon on
Decemiber 17.

Referendum a waste

"TOKYO, Apr 25: Former
Soviet Prﬂidl:nl Mikhail Gorb-
achev called today's Russian
referendum a waste of time,
saying the country needed
early Presidential and Parlia-
mentary elections to.ohoose

new democratic leaders,
reports Reuter.

In an eve-of-poll interview
with Yomiuri Shimbun, Japan's
‘top-selling daily, Gorbachev
also cautioned US govern-
ment against t Ameri

can’'s full weight behind
embattled reformist President
Boris Yeltsin.

"There is no direct relation
between reform and Yeltsin®,
the visiting former Kremlin
leader said in Tokyo.

Gorbachev said the week-
end plebiscite on Yeltsin's
cconomic reforms could only
exaccrbate the Russian crisis.

"The sooner we have clec-
tions, the better our results

| oftime : Gorbachev

will be,” he went on.
“The problem is that Yeltsin
cannot decide on any (ecen-

omic measures). He 48 a
destroyer rather than a
builder”.

Poverty puts
democracy at

risk in S Ama

KATHMANDU, Apr
Nearly 440 million people Ii'hl't.
in "absolute in South
Asia at present, reports FT1.

"It is simply too: large a
number for any seciety to
carry. It puts democracy at

risk.” said a report of the
Independent South Asian
Commission on FPoverty

'iﬁ cn;nmh:hn as scl up

by SAARC nations Under the
Chatrmanship of former

Nepalese Prime Minister
Krishna Prasad Bhattrai.

Oft the Record
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LONDON : A man who booed Queen Elizabeth during a
ruyalinurwfnn:charﬁlundﬂﬂﬂlﬂnlhtﬂtﬂﬂlﬂ'm

British tabloid
Mark

Reuter.

reported, says
, 589, shocked onlookers when he booed and

jcemdthemchn.hcdrmpnﬂlndmwup-

ook siatements from witnesses have sent a report

crown
should face ¢

Haywood, who works in an

town of Wells in southwestern

"1 never

be tarred and feathered or hung, drawn and

expected this reaction. It sounds as if | am

tion service who will decide whether he

shop in the cathedral
, told the Daily Mirror
going to
ﬂ‘-

quarte
But he said he hoped he would be charged so that he could

air his grievance in court.

Kamsluggage

MOSCOW : The ha

Kasparov has been ransacked at a Moscow Airport and some

of his belongings stolen, Itar-Tass news agency said Sunday,

reporls Reuter,

It quoted a police officer at Sheremetyevo Alrport as saying
Kasparov's mother had reporied the loss of a pair of her son’'s
training shoes, a pullover, two tracksuits and a shirt.

She was meeting Kas
where his wifc Maria gave

to improve p
thief.

from a flight from Helsinki,

rth to a baby girl.
Luggage theft is common at Sheremetyevo where security

inpnorinlpﬂ:ufnttmpubyahmmmuﬂ police

rocedures. Tass said police were hunting the

Ordeal of comfort woman

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian women have emerged to give
the first accounts of their ordeal as sex slaves for Japanese
soldiers during Japan's occupation of Malaysia in World War

T'wo, Reuter.

"Captured, beaten and forced to have sex with ten to 20
Japanese soldiers a day — this was the ordeal of the then
young Malayan Chinese comfort woman in the hands of the
Japancse invaders,” the Sunday Mail newspaper said in a

front-page report.

It said the woman, now 67 years old, is one of the first
few Malaysians to come forward to relate their ordeal.
The newspaper, quoting the woman's letter to the youth

of the ruling

United Malays National Organisation

U ) , said village girls were rounded up and
party young

forced to sex for J

apancse )

*1 was in the kitchen cooking and could not escape,” the
woman said. "When | tried to resist one of the soldiers kicked
me on the head with his boot, causing a wound.”

Mandela|

tlros Boutros-Ghali said
Saturday in a message lo
Tambo's widow, Adelaide, jhat
Tambo "not only championed
the struggle inst apartheid
bul .also ¢ a significant
contribution toward the cstab-
lishment of a democratic, non
racial and united South Africa.”

Tambo, Mandela, Walter
Sisulu and others founded the
ANC Youth League in 1944
preaching civil disobedicnce
and mass action. They eveniu-
ally took over leadership of the
ANC and launched the armed
struggiec,

Tambe was appointed
President of the ANC in 1967,
scven ycars aller South Alrica
banned the group and he fled
the country.

F

Relatives of US
Gulf war victims

to visit Kuwait

KUWAIT, Apr 25: Relatives
of American military
killed in the Gulf War arrive
Sunday to visit the oil-rich
desert emirate where their
loved ones died forcing out the
Iragi occupiers two years age.
reports AP.

Organizers said 193
members from 37 states
arrive Sunday night en the
woeck-long visit, dubbed Desert
Peace.

The visitors, whose ages
range between 6 and 74, are
immediate relatives of 98
Americans who died In
Operation Desert Stoerm,
which ended Iraq's seven-
month occupation of Kuwait on

| February 26, 1991,



