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NEWS BRIEFS

C & F agents call
off strike

By Staff Correspondent

Cusioms Clearing and
Forwarding (C & F) agents at
the Zia International Airport
(ZIA) ended their stirike fol-
lowing an agreement with the
authorities yesterday. Accor
ding to the agreement. the
Civil Aviation authoritiea
refixed Lthe rent of the new
compiex for the office of Dhaka
Cusioms Agents Assocliation at
Tk 7.500. "It was an agree-
ment for one year’ saild a

source related to the agree
micnit
Biswas inaugurates
L3

Haji camp

The temporary Hajl camp
established at Uttara, Sector
No 68, Dhaka will be formally
inaugurated at 5.30 pm today
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas is expecied to attend
the function as chiel guest 1o
inaugurate the camp, reports

130 teachers to
boycott RUTA

RAJSHAHIL. Apr 25 Some
130 teachers of Rajshahi
University today (Sunday) de
cided 1o boycott activities of
the Teachers Associstion of
the University which, they
sald were creating obstacles
to reopen the campus UNB

300 hurt in clashes with police

About 300 demonstrators
were injured in pitched battles
with armed police in the capi-
tal yesterday as a deflant Gha-
tak Dalal Nirmul Samannaya
Committee with the Awami
League-led 11 opposition
parties supporting it defied a
government order banning
public gatherings and staged a
sit-in around the Secretariat.

The demonstrators also
brought out processions and
held rallies in the restricted

By Staff Correspondent

area in the presence of heavy
contingents of armed and riot
policemen. Members of the
BDR were also deployed at all
the seven points leading to the
Secretariat,

The government banned
rallics, processions and public
gatherings of any kind around
the Secretariat after the
Samannaya Committee had an-
nounced a programme to stage
a sit-in in front of the
Secretariat to press the gov-
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A police officer in riot-gear kneels before the Nirmul
Committee Convenor, Jahanara Imam at Fulbaria yester-
day afternoon, requesting her not to proceed any further

with the

ion. In an unusual show of courtesy, the

officer was reportedly overheard to have said, 1 will lie
down here to prevent you from going ahead. If you still

want to go, you will have to walk over me'.

—Star photo
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Demonstrators stage
sit-in defying ban

ernment to implement the
four-point demand including
the execution of the death sen-
tence, as delivered by a
People’s Court, on 'war crimi-
nal’ Golam Azam.

Police fired rubber bullets
and lobbed tear gas shells to
disperse the protestors who
hurled crackers and pelted
stones at them at five out of
scven points to the Seccre-

tariat, witnesses said.
See Page 12 Col 3

Opposition calls
half-day
hartal May 13

* By Staff Correspondent

Eleven opposition parties
including the Awami League
(AL) will observe a half-day
hartal May 13 to protest
‘government repression on
opposition activists’ and press
their demand for the trial of
Jamaat chief Golam Azam as a
war criminal.

The announcement of the
hartal came last evening from
AL chiefl Sheikh Hasina follow-
ing a joint meeting of the lead-
ers of the AL, Five Party
Alliance, Patriotic Democratic
Front (PDF) and Gonotantri
Party (GP) at the official resi-
dence of the Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament.

The 11-party-called hartal,

See Page 12 Col 1

Nirmul holds
another
sit-in May 9

By Staff Correspondent

The Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Samannaya Commitiee will
hold another sit-in programme
around the Jatiya Sangsad next
month.

The programme has been
fixed for May 9. However, no
time has yet been announced.

The committee will also ob-
serve a country-wide demon-
stration Tuesday in support of
all the programmes chalked
out by the all opposition par-
ties to force the government
execute the death sentence on
Golam Azam for his 1971 war
crimes and withdrawal of cases

filed against the 24 leaders of
the March 26, 1992 Peopies
See Page 12 Col |

HC verdict on Azam

SC to hear govt
application
for stay Apr 27

The Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court will hear
on April 27 the application
secking stay of operation of the
judgement and order, passed
by the High Court Division on
the writ petition of Prof Golam

Azam's citizenship, reports
BSS.
The government yesterday

moved the civil miscellaneous
petition along with an applica-
tion for stay of operation of the
verdict of the High Court
Division before Justice ATM
Alzal of the Appellate Division.
Justice ATM. Afzal fixed the
date for hearting of the appli-
cation on April 27.
See Page 12 Col 2

PPP man takes over as Governor

Punjab'’s pro-Sharif

LAHORE, Apr 25: Deposed
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
lost a critical confidence vote
on his home turf Sunday, when
the Punjab provincial assembly
voted to unseat his ally and
Chiefl Minister Ghulam Haider
Wyne, reports AP. :

The Punjab provincial as-
sembly voted 157-20 to oust
Wyne, Sharif's strongest con-
federate in his bid to retum to
power-

The powerfiul Punjab
province is home to 60 per
cent of Pakistan's 120 million
people and the centre of
Sharif's power base.

On Saturday Sharif rallied
tens of thousands of support-
ers in the southemn port city of
Karachi.

Hcm.'ﬂ;.r armed police and

M unseated

army soldiers teargassed mobs -

of pro-Sharif demonstrators
who clogged Karachi streets
and showered the ousted
premier with rose petals and
shouts of "Long Live Sharif.”

But
feared that Sunday's no-confi-
dence vote against Wyne
would deal his comeback cam-
paign a serious blow.

Wyne's successor is ex-

See Page 12 Col 2

Sharif's supporters ‘!

Spiiatiin

Police action during Nirmul Committee's sit-in programme in city yesterday. —Star photo

Roadblock demanding quick

repatriation of Rohingyas

COX'S BAZAR. Apr 25 All
vehicies bound lor the Rohin-
gya refugee camps. mostly for
relief supplies, were barrica:
ded on the Cox's Bazar-Teknal
highway for six hours Sunday
by local people demanding
immediate repatriation of the
Myanmar Muslims, reports
UNB.

The All-party Rohingya
Hepatriation Action Commitiee
organised the road blockade.

Supporters of the commit-
tee, with banners reading “Ek
Dofe Ek Dabi, Rohingyars Kabe
Jabi®, put trees, benches and
other blocks at Desuapalong
potrit tn Ramu thana at 6 am

Witnesses said at least 12
trucks, loaded with loodsiufl

clothes and other rebiel malte
rials. 10 UNHCR cars and
jeeps and other vehicles of dif
ferent NGOs working for the
refugees were stranded at the
poini

Convenor ol the commitiee
Mahmudul Huq Choudhury,
talking to newsmen, called
upon the government and
aother agencies involved iIn
repatriation activity, to send
the refugees back to their
home land without delay

The agitators, however, al
lowed public transport to pass
through the roadimpasse

Our Correspondent adds. A
lolal of 148 Rohingya refugees
of 28 lamilies were sent back
o Myanmar Sunday from

Nayapara and Rongikhali tran-
sil camps.

With the new batch the o-
tal number of returnees stands
at 22760

Sunday's batch was the 40th
batch ol returnees and they
were received by Myanmar
authorities at Kaningchang
Reception Centre

The UNHCR and other offi-
cials were present on the bank
of Nal River during their repa-
irjation

Mecanwhile, the 14th round
of talks between Bangladesh
and Myanmar officials on the
Rohingya refugee supervision
jssue will be held at Mandow
lown in Arakan on April 30.

Prime Minister Begu

m Khaleda Zia addressing a meeting in Raipur L M High School

ground, Lakshmipur yesterday.

PM calls Opposition ‘anti-people’

LAXMIPUR, Apr 25: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
today accused the opposition
of hindering the goverrfinent's
welfare programmes that are
aimed at  soclo-economic
emancipation of the common-
man, reports UNB.

"The Opposition is not only
anti-government, today it is
also anti-people” she alleged
without naming any party in
particular.

The Prime Minister was
addressing a public meeting at
Raipur t Memorial Pilot
High School ground here this
morning.

She said that the opposition
were nol friends of the people
adding. "They do not have any
development programme ol
their own and they are hinder-
ing the development process
initiated by the present gov-

ernment.” -
"They will call hartal and

then demand national devel-
opment...'ft's not poasible,” she

said stressing the need for’

maintaining peace in national
life to implement uplift pro-
grammes and ensure progress.

Presided over by thana BNP
President Monirul Islam
Howladar, the meeting was
also addressed by Energy
Minister Dr Khandokar
Mosharraf Hossain, State
Minister for Textile Maj (Retd)
Abdul Mannan, Whip Mahbubul
Alam Tara, members of par-
liament including Halima
Khatun, Mahmudullah, Ziaul
Huq Zia, Barkatullah Bulu,

Advocate Khairul Anam and

other local leaders.

Begum Zia reminded that
the opposition were In power
in the past when they did not

—PID photo

do any good of the people, but
when the people’'s sufferings
only compounded.

Mantioning the ‘=8 at
tained by dilferent countries,
the Prime Minister pointed
out that there were no hartals

on trifling issues in those
countries.
The Prime Minister laid

importance on setting up of
small and cot industries in
the rural areas by utilising the
measures to provide loans
which, she said, would help
create self-employment.

She mentioned the facilities
of loans and subsidies provided
by the government in setting
up of dairy farms and poultries.
"Dairy farms will reduce the
dependency on imported
powdcred milk," she said
adding that it would save

See Page 12 Col 5

29 Pabna PDB
employees
dismissed

PABNA, Apr 25: Twenty-

nine empl including 6 of-
ficials of the Power Develop-
ment Board in the districl

were dismissed from their
services Sunday on charges of
corruption and other irregu-
larities, reports UNB

The dismissal notices were
served on six officials, two me
tre inspectors, 11 ledger
keepers, three office assistants
and seven metre readers of the

Commercial section of the
bosrd.

The officials are: Assistant
Drector Mazder Hossain, five
Assistant Engineers— Badrul
Alam, Mosharral Hossain, Sha
hidul Alam. M Hamiduzzaman
and Talibuddin Biswas

They were suspended in
September last year

Mcanwhile, the employees
said that the dismissal notices
served on them were undemo
cratic and they will appeal

against the punishment given
by the Board.

Annual border
confce with
India today

Annual border coordination
conference between Bangla-
desh Rifles and Indian Border
Security Force will be held al
the BDR headquarters today.
reports UNB.

An 1] -member Indian dele
gation led by T Ananthachari
IS, Director General ol BSF,
arrived here yesterday after
noon to attend the meeting

Director General ol BDR
Major General Mohammad
Anwar Hossain will lead a 19

L member homeside in the con

ference

ICFEM confce opens in Karachi

Bosnia’s call to lift
arms embargo

KARACHI, Apr 25: Bosnia's
Foreign Minister launched an
emotional appeal for interna-
tional help here today, saying
Muslims in his Balkan nation
needed weapons to stop the
ongoing genocide of their
community, reports AFP.

"We don't want humanitar-
jan aid, we want weapons,”
Haris Silajdzic told journalists
mobbing him at the Karachi
hotel where a meeting of
Foreign Ministcrs of the
Organization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) got under

Silajdzic called for the MNft-
ing of the arms embargo on
Bosnian Muslims, saying it was
both illegal and immoral.’

Earlier, the conference was

inaugurated this morning by
the care-taker Prime Minister
of Pakistan Mir Balakh Sher
Mazari.

Mazari, in his inaugural ad-
dress, dwelt at length on vari-
ous important issues belore
the conference and referred
o important developments in
Palestine and Middle East,
Bosnija-Herzegovina, Somalia,
Afghanistan, Azerbijan eic. He
also offered prayers and fateha
for late President Turgut Ozal
of Turkey.

Bangladesh Foreign Minis-
ter ASM Mostafizur Rahman
was called upon to offer the
vote of thanks on behalf of the
Asian group. In his vete of
thanks, he recalled Pakistan's

Sce Page 12 Col 5

High turnout shows
support for Yeltsin

MOSCOW, Apr 25: As tens of
millions of Russians voted 1o
day in an historic poll on
President Boris Yeltsin's lead-
ership and reforms, early signs
of a high turnout indicated
strong support for the presi-
dent nationwide, reports AFF.

Although the first official in-
dications on the vote were not
expected until early Monday,
there were unofficial signs re-
ported by Russian news media
of strong support for Yeitsin in
many parts ol the country.

The Russian electoral com
mission sald more than 53
million people, hall the 106
millon registered volers, had
cast their ballots by 6.00 pm
(1400 GMT), guarantecing the

validity of the plebiscite result.

ltadio Russia, citing an in
formal exit poll of some 3,600
voters conducted by US tele-
vision network ABC and Rus-
stan television in 20 Russian
towns, said conflidence in
Yeltsin was running high.

MOSCOW, Apr 25: A Russian

televisiqn exit poll forecast an
overwhelming among
city dwellers for Yelt-
sin in today’s referendum. The
poll of 3,400 people in 16 cities
across Russia showed Yeltsin
winning 75 per cent support in a
vote of confidence. The presi-
dent’s support is knewn to be

weaker i the countryside.

Prof Yunus
takes King
Baudouin
Prize

Al an impressive ceremony
in the Royal Palace of Brussels,
King Baudouin International
Development Prize 1992 was
formally presented to
Professor Muhammad Yunus of
Grameen Bank on April 22, ac-
cording to an official message
received in Dhaka yesterday,
reports BSS,

The ceremony was attended
by the King and the Queen of
Belgium Boutros-Boutros Ghali,
UN Secretary General, Jacqbes
Delors, EC Commission
President, Mrs Danielle

Mitterrand, wife of the French
See Page 12 Col 2

Textiles Ministry
to waive duties
on raw materials,
impose VAT

Ministry of Textiles has pro-
posed wailving of duties and
taxes on import of all raw ma-
terials for the textile sector,
saying the measure would re-
lieve the ailing sector and con-
tribute to its growth, reports
UNB.

Instead, the Ministry sug-
gested imposition of Value
Added Tax (VAT) in the pro-
duction stage of different sub-

sectors of textile and said it

would tziple the revenue col-
lection from the sector within
next three years.

The Ministry projected that
if VAT is imposed even at the
rate of 3 per cent, revenue
collection from the textile

Scc Page 12 Col 6

Arrest of Anwar
Hossain Manju
challenged

A High Court Division Bench
yesterday issued rule upen the
Secretary, Ministry of Home
Affairs and two others to show
cause within two weecks as to
why the detention order on
April 22 against Anwar Hossain
Manju should not be declared
illegal, reports BSS.

The bench comprised Jus-
tice Anwarul Hug Chowdhury
and Justice K M Hasan.

Manju was arrested on April
21 under Special Powers Act,
1974.

Tasmina Hossain wile of
Anwar Hossain filed a writ pe-
tition challenging the deten-
tion order against her husband

Barrister Moudud Ahmed
with Advocate Azizul Huq and
Advocate Mohammad Afsar

Hossain appeared for the pett-
tioner.

Commandos kill
hijacker, free
all 140 unhurt

AMRITSAR;, Apr 125:
Paramilitary commandos
stormed a hijacked Indian air-
liner on Sunday, killing the
lone Kashmiri Musiim gunman
and freeing all other 140 peo-
ple aboard unhurt, officials
said, reports Reuter.

Senior police officer KPS
Gill said the hijacker was shot
dead in the cockpit when
commandos of the elite
National Security Guard
stormed the plane at
Amritsar's Rajasansi Airport
about an hour after midnight.

But several said
the man was taken off the
plane alive. and that they then
heard shots on the tarmac.

The Demestic Indian
Atrlines Flight was hijacked
soon after it took off from
Delht for the northem city of
Srinagar, in insurgency-torn
Kashmir, on Saturday after-

Sce Page 12 Col 8

UN sanctions
on Yugoslavia
from today

UNDATED: The United

Nations on April 17 imposed
new sanctions, effective
Monday. against the remnants
of Yugoslavia, now composed of
Serbia and Montenegro, in an
attempt to pressure Bosnian
Serbs 1o sign a peace plan, re-
ports AP,

An initial UN embargo, im-
posed May 30, 1992, has al-
ready shattered the Y h';r
economy, leaving more
million people out of work and
driving monthly inflation to
more that 300 per cent. There
are serious shortages of gaso-
line and medicine, but lood
and most other goods are still

available.



