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EC asks Pak political

parties to support
democratic process

BRUSSELS., Apr 24: The
Europcan Community called on
all parties in Pakistan here
Friday to support the dcmo-
cratic process and urged that
forthcoming elections there
should be fair and free, reports
AFP.

The EC said in a statemoent
that it was hoping lor a quick
and clcar legal decision [rom
Pakistan's Supreme Court on
whether the dismissal of
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharil
and his government was legal.

President Ghulam Ishag
Khan dismissed the govern-
ment on Sunday for alleged

IBIQIEFB’

corruption and ineffic lency,
and dissolved the national as-
scmbly.

The EC noted that this was
the third time since 1988 that
a Pakistani Prime Minister had
been dismissed and the as-
sembly dissolved before the
end of its term.

"The European Communily
and its member states urge all
concerned in Pakistan to dis-
play full support for the demo-
cratic process and cxpress the
hope that any [r¢sh elections

will b Tan free.” Lthe
statoment saicd

aived

Thatcher cancels visit to Za

Former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatc u_r as
cancelled a visit to Zagreb to receive an honorary degrec

because of “horrific™

her spokesman said Frid
Thatcher was shocke ?

altacks by Croats on Muslims in Bosnia.
reports AFP from London.
by pictures broadcast on British

television showing charred corpses of a Muslim family in a
village near Vitez in central Bosnia, the spokesman said.
“Lady Thatcher will not now be going to Zagreb University

lo reecive an honorary doclorate as previously
plans in view of the horrific attacks made by

has changed her

arranged. She

Croals on Muslims in central Bosnia,” he said

The visit was to have taken

place in the first haif of July.

although no specific date had been fixed, the spokesman said.

Storms claim 18 in China: sighien

pcople were killed in heavy thunderstorms and hailstorms in

southern China’'s Guangxi

province during
official rcport said Saturday, reports AP from Hong Kong.

the

past week, an

Six were dircctly hit by haflstones as heavy as 110 pounds
(50 kilograms) and as wide as 12 inches (30 centimetres).

Onc worker was killed

by lightning. More than 300 others

were injured, the China News Service said.
The storms, which lashed the area from April 17 to 21,

caused more than dirs 6.14 million in damage by destroying
20 bridges, 593 houses and 214 acres (87 hectares) of farm-
kind in 18 counties.

Al ils peak, the storm dumped up to 1.6 inches {40 mil-
limciers) of rain per hour, the report said.

The same storm also killed 15
Guantehome proviner,  twa [eljing,

poricd carlier this woeck.

One killed, 60 hurt in Gaza clash:

Israch soldicrs !riday shot dead a Palestinian teenage and
woundcd B0 other people during clashes in the occupied
Gaza Strip, Arah sources said, reports AFT? from Gaza.

Anwar Fuiedl Abu Kallub, 18, was shol in the head whin
soldiers opened lire on demonstrators near the Shifa hospi-
tal, they said, adding that 60 others were wounded in the in-
cidents.

- Ils death brought to 1.052 the numbcer of Palestinians
killoe! by Isrin i lorces since the start of uprising in the terri-
tories i Degcaber PORZ, aceording to an AFP loll from
Pidestinian sonmnees.

The Luest outbreak ol violenge comes as Palestinian dele-
gnlis o the Middle East peace talks were setl to return to the

rcgutiating table on April 27 in Wﬂﬁhinﬂtnn.

Ruling sweeps ROK by-

ple in ncighbourning
un d:d ACWSPAPCTS. Te-

Aidcd hﬂrr Pre Hidl nt Kim Young-sam's growing popularity, the

govierning party scorcd *sweeping viclorics Saturday fn by-
clections to scleel three national Jegislalors, reports AP from
Scotl.

After Frday's voles wore ¢counted. all three candidates
from the governing Democratic Liberal Party won by comiort
able: margins: over candtdates from the main  opposition
Democranc Party

The swecping victories are widely seen as showing strong
public conlidenee in Kim's  two month-old government,
wirch is pushing miajor palittcal and soctal reforms.

Fhe parly now controls |56 scals in the 299 -moember
Natwnal Assombly

Kim. the it endlian prosident in 32 years, has launched
serivs ol antl corruption reforms sinee taking offfce in

February, A recont poll sows more than 7 per cenl of Korcans
sUn'Cyed stuppartod him

Gorbachev gets honorary degree:

Former Sowvict Prest Mikhafl Gorbachev was given a
honorablc doctorate in a ecremony here yeslerday by Japan's
Soka University lor his contribution to world peace, reports
AFT™roni Tokvo

The degree wis handded 1o Gorbachoy by Karzuo Takmuitsu,
Rector of the universily lounded by the influential Buddhist
group Soka-G.ikkid belore some 7,000 allendants

Takanuiisu satd that Gorbachev had- also contributed to
casl wost doteate and global erwironmental protection.

Gonbinwchov arrived here a week 10 assume the presidency
of 1w buicrnational Green Cross (1IGC), a non-governmenial
et wng lormed recently by the UN-backed global forum
o holp reduec covirormmenial disasters eaused by man

12 militants killed in Turkey: .

ve suspeciod left-wing militants were killed in a recent clash
with scourity [orees in the cast of the country, the Anatolia
news ago iy sakd Friday, reports AFT from Ankara.

The dead, said Lo be members of the Dev-Sol organization
(Devrimed, Sol. rovolutionary left), were killed Sunday near
Tuncch 10 the region of Anatola, the agency said.

The doeaths vecurred aflter milftanis launched a rocket al
Lack on o police stalton in Akcapinar, ncar Tuncell. The po
e cavght up with and cngaged the militants some  kilonx
tres (mihes) away kitling 12 of them, the agency said.

[Dew -5l which sporializes in urban guerlla warfarc, was
scverch woakenod in March in two sceurity operations in
Istanbu! durtne which cight members died, iIncluding the

|

International s

More officers join strike protesting death of a constable

Armed policemen march

thru' Srinagar streets

SRINAGAR, india. Apr 24: A
protest by Kashmiri policcmen
snowballed today as more offi-
cers joined a state-wide strike,
called following the killing of a
Muslim conslable by Indian
border guards, wilnesses said
here, reports AFD.

Some 8,000 Muslim po-
leemen armed with automatic
weapons walked through cily
streels today to demand the
arrest of K Rajend-Ran Kumar,
a scnior police officer, for his
controversial role in the death
of constable Riaz Ahmad.

Ahmad was arrested by
paramilitary Border Sccurily
Force [BSF) troops on
Wedncesday, according to po-
lice sources, and killed in
their custody aflter Kumar, a
mcember of the Federal Police
Scrvice, had reportedly told
them to teach Ahmad a lesson.,

Scores of policemen werc
prolesting inside the city po-
lice control room. ncrve-cen-
ire of a government drive
against Muslim sccessjonists in
Srinagar, witncsscs said.

Official said policemen from
other parts of the Muslim-
dominatled statc were pouring
into the city to join the offices
here despite attempts by the
border guards to seal olf
Srinagar, a former tourist re-
sort.

There have been no clashes
so far Between the tens of
thousands of Indian army and
BSF 1troops dcployed in
Kashmir and member of the
predominantly Muslim

Kashmir police force, much of”

which is sympathelic to de-

“:nHINﬂxG India: A iceman brandishes his wwpnn

during demﬁnstratmn inside the Police Control Room
(PCR) Friday to protest the death of a colleague after he
was allegedly killed while being taken into custody by the

Indian security troops.

- AFP!'UNB photo

mands for independence.

On Friday thousands of
Kashmiri policemen left their
posts to reach an UN complex
here Friday ta protest the
killing of a constablc by Indian
guards, as authoritics ordered
a probe into the death.

The policemen drove down
the strects of Srinagar defying

a government ban on protests
by men in uniform to meect
with United Nations observers
posted here Lo monitor cross-
border militancy in this di-
vided Himalayan state,

Witnesses said the
prolcsters were demanding
action against a top Hindu po-
licemen for his alleged role in
the controversial death of a
Muslim constable in the hands
of India’'s Border Security
Force (BSF) personnel.

The Muslim officers drove
past Srinagar's downtown Lal
Chowk area in a convoy of
cight vehicles shouting "we
want justice” before converg-
ing on the UN complex near
the scenic Dal Lake. BSF
guards dotting the [ormer
tourist city did not try to stop
the angry officers who foo had
taken to the streets ca
their service rifles and pistols,
wilnesses added.

Srinagar residents cheered
as cries of "we want freedom”
were heard from the officers,
many of whom are sympathetic
to Kashmiri Muslim demands
for independence from India.

They also took over the
main police station of Srinagar
Ruban hub of the Muslim se-
cessionist drive.

Lankan opposition blames govt

COLOMBO, Apr 24: An op-
position parly blamed the gov-
¢crnment on Saturday for the
assassination of its leader, who'
was gunned down al an clec-
tion rally in view of 1,500 peo-
ple, reports AP.

But President Ranasinghe
Premadasa mourned the death
of his "opponent, Lalith
Athulathmudali and ordered
authorities to find out who
planned and carried out the
killing.

No one has claimed re-
sponsibility for the shooting,
which occurred Friday evening
when a lone gunman opencd
[ire on Athulathmudali at a
rainy outdoor rally.

Athulathmudali, 56, had
scrved as Premadasa’'s national
sccurity minister, in charge of
the military s cffort to defeat
Tamil guerillas Aghting for in-
dependence in the north and
casi.

He later turned against
Premadasa, sponsored an un-
successful impcachment cam-
paign in 199] in parliament,
and crcated the opposition
Democratic Unfted Liberation
Fronl,

"Lalith Athulathmudali was a
victim of violence launched by
the killer squad of the
Premadasa government,” said
Gamini Dissanayake, vice pres-
ident of the Democratic
United Liberation Front and a
close colleague of the victim.

“ThHe assassination will
"underifne more clearly to the
public the brutality of the sys-
tem we were (rying to
change,” he said at a news
conlfcrence.

Athulathmudali's position as
a onc-time security adviser
also raised suspicions against
Tamil Tiger rebels, who have
murdered other Sri Lankan
political and military leaders.
The civil war has gone on
since 1983,

In a condolence message,
Premadasa condemned the
‘cowardly and gruesome act”
and directed authorities to
track down the assailant. The
siaic-owned radio said the
government will seek Scotland
Yard s help.

The lh PVOCT
emorged as
lenger lor the May 17 prasip
ctal eleenois 'l"lL ot DR PR TR

[revnl has
([0S 1 I"L'-I'T

scen as a test of p-::-puldnty lo
Premadasa, who faces a prosi-
dential clegtion in 1994.

Pcople who saw the killing
told the news confercnce that
a tall. lean man standing ncar
the stage where Athula
thmudalt was speaking losscd
away his cigarctte, pullcd 3
revolver from bencath his
black T-shirt and opened fire.

After hitting Athulathmudali
three times, the gunman shot
and wounded a bodyguard who
fired at him, shot three miore
bullets, fell down, gotl up, and
fled the seene, the wilnesses
said.

"Our information is that the
person who shot Lalith also
was shot and injured,” said
Wickrema Wecerasuriya, a party
officials.

The rally in Kirulapone, a
suburb of Colombo, was
Athulathmudali's last campaign
stop ol the day, and he began
by saying he ‘would cut the

speech short because {1 was
raining.
N was then that the atlack

came Lalith shouted in
Sinhalese “Mother. Hhove been
shot ol he fell down,” Upul

for killing of Athulathmudali

Dhamika, the organizer of ‘the
rally, said at the news confer-

?ﬁil‘rai medical evidencoe
indicates that one lethal bullet
passed through his lungs and
heart.

AFP adds: Shri Lankan
President. Ranasinghe  Pre-
madasa has called on Scotland
Yard to help investigate the
assassinalion ol opposition
leader Lalith Athulathmudali,
officials here said Saturday.

Premadasa directed the
Defence Ministry "to call in the
services of Scotland Yard” to
investigate Athulathmudalt's
slaying in Kirulapone area herc
Friday, an official statement
said.

Premadasa also directed the
Foreign Ministry to arrange for
the arrival of the Scotland Yard
team at the "very carlest” to
work jointly with Shri Lankan

police
Earlier; the Shri Lankan

leader condemned Athula-
thmudall's assassination and
said thalt the government
would usc "all the resources al

s command” to track down
the culprits.

:r_._...i'.

AJI ¢ de rij. l' ritrean is one nf thousands who went Friday to the polls in [J+ ke m h Ire. 1“ h.m
(25 miles) southwest of Asmara, in a referendum on Eritrean independence from Ethiopia

‘Pakistan to free
prisoners for
kidnapped
diplomats

QUETTA (Pakistan), Apr 24:
’akistan agrced Saturday to
release two convicted gunrun-
ners in exchange for three
European diplomats held host-
age in southwestern Afgha-
nistan, officials said, reports
Al

The kidnap victims — Jack
PDodds of Britain, Stefan Chalt
of Germany and Gert Piening

of liolland — are anti-narcotics

Jents with their embassices.

Mohammed Nabi Noorzai, a

renegade rebel commander,
kidnapped the three at gun-
point and demanded the re
lcase of his twe brothers ar-
rested by Pakistani authorities
scveral weeks ago on gunrun-

~ lor raping a men

Off the Record

Soccer teammates jailed for
raping retarded girl

- NEW YORK: Three former high school football teammtea
were sentenced Friday to up to 15 years in youth detention

retarded teen-ager, reports AP.

A fourth defendant was sentenced to prubauun and com-
munity service.

They were convicted as adults, but Superior Court Judge R
Benjamin Cohen cited their ages and the likelihood that they
could be rehabilitated in sentencing three of them to youth
detention.

A 15-year adult sentence normally would I.':ﬂ.!'l'j" a 4-ycar
minimum, but the sentence to a youth facility means the
three could be released earlier if deemed rehabilitated.

Clinton to addressgay
marchers via letter

WASHINGTON: President Clinton will address-a Bundﬂjr;
homosexual rights demonstration via a letter, reporis AP,

Clinton's letter — yet to be drafted — will be read 0o a
scheduled rally of gays and leshbians and their supporters by
Democeratic Congresswonkin Nancy Pelosi, said While Housce
press sceretary Dec Dec Myers.

The president himsell will be out of town for the weekend
at Wilkamsburg, Va, Camp David, Md, and Boston.

Myecrs denicd to reporters that Clinton was lecaving
Washington to avoid addressing the marchers in person.

after spy novels

HONOLULU: The most distant reaches ol thc solar system
are home to rock-and-ice objects named alter characters in
British spy novels, reports AP,

The objeects — "Smiley™ and "Karla™ — were discovered in
the area beyond Pluto, the farthest planet from the Sun, with
the University of llawaii's 88-inch (225 centimeters) tcle-
scope alop Mauna Kea on Hawail Island, universily as-
tronomer David Jewitt said Thursday.

Jewitt and University of California astronomer Janc. Luu
found the first object in late August, 4 billion miles (6.5 bil-

lion kilometers) from the Sun. By comparison, Earth is a
merc 93 million miles {150 million kilometers) from the Sun.

Altered gene increases
risk of overian cancer
LONDON: An altered gene dramaticallv increases the risk a
woman will suffer from ovarian or breast cancer, according to

a worldwide analysis
previous smaller studies,

presented Monday that confirms
reports AP.

Scientists from 13 centers contributed data from 214

families that had a strong history

of breast or overian cancer.

The results confirm that women with ar. altered gene on the
17th chromosome have a 59 per cent chance of getting

breast or ovarian cancer by age 50.
The study is published in the April issue of the American

Journal of Human Genetics.

Film Itﬂl‘l Tnn Ltung (L) and Hagg'it Cheung cradle
their Hong Knng film awards for best actor in "92

Legendary La Rose
"Centerstage” Friday.

Noire”

and best actress in
— AFP/UNB phato

UN body urges China to
combat torture in Tibet

GENEVA, Apr 24: The UN
commitiece on torlure has
called on Chinese authoritics
to combat torture, espécially in
Tibet, to curb detention with-
out trial and to publish statis-
tics on capital punishment in
China, reports AFP.

China, along with the 71
other signatories to the UN
convention against torture and
degrading treatment, is regu-
larly asked to reply te qucs-
tfons from the committee's 10
independent experts.

Following two days of dc
batc the committee sald Friday
it was concerned over "The
usc of detention without trial
and cases of torture deplored
by various non- mcntal
organisations, particularly in
Tibet” and asked Betjing o do
more to prevent torture and

punish perpelralors.

Alexis Dipanda Mouclle ol
Camcroon, speaking for the
commitiee, saitd he wus
pleased wilh DBeijings coop
eration but called for the scpa
ralion of the judiciary from the
police and asked for detainces
to be given rapid acecess to

their lawyers and familiés.

He also asked Beijing to Hh
its objcctions on ratifying the
convention, which are
proventing any fact-Bading
fnguiry by the UN commitice.

In a report submiticd in
January, the Chincse govom
ment said the "Notion of polit
iwal crime does npol cxist i1
China”~ but acknowlodivd
4.239 “perpetralors ol
counter-revelutionary crimes”
were in detention.

ﬁﬂ*{l'l‘* ;Hlln o

after a 30-year old war. AFPUNB phato | ning charges.

Russians protest ' Belgium now

Yeltsin’s reforms

reforms on Friday, two days
before a referendum that could
scal the Prestdent's political
fate. reports Reuter.

alisi demonstrators marched
down Moscow's central Tver

Kremiltn Walls 1o the odd com-
munist party headguariers

MOSCOW. Apr 24: More BOMBAY, Apr 24: The ar

than 10,000 Russian holding | rest of a top Indtan actor and a
red banners and white -yellow police probe into links be-
black fMag protesied against lween [ndian movie - makers
Boris Yclisin and his market | and the gangsters blamed for

last monih's deadly bombings
here have unnerved Bombay s
busiling film industry, reporis
AT

The arrest Monday of
Sunjay Dutt for illkcgally pos-
scsaing an AK-56 rifle pur
chased from conspirators in

The communist and nation-

sireet, surging past a police | (he March 12 blasts which
line and parked lorries In- | killed necarly 300 people has
iended 1o block the approach forced the industry to disasso-
w the Kremibin ciate itsell from the actor.

But there was no scrious The arrest of Dutt, son of
clash veleran actor Sunil Dult, an

The procession. past the

I} Party, stalled the relcase ol

I MFP [rom the ruling Congress
scveral mega-buck productions

which had carncd him hun-
droeds of thousands of dollars

Producers cstimate that
losscs stemming from his ar
rest could be around 23 mil-
Hon dollars, they said 15 films
in producuon had been halted
although the actor had been
paid tn advance for 20 Hlns.

“Why should we be held o
ransom for the acis of indis
cretion. or  terrorism by
artistes?” said an [ndian
Motjon DPicture Producers
Association spokesman.

The statement came as po-
lice began looking for actress
Mandakini for alleged links
with Dubai-based Indian Mafia
Don Dawood [brahim, consid-
ered a key figure behind the
Bombay blasts along with the

Muslimi Mecmon brothers

Up to 40 Hindil languagc
il s starrdng Dutt; considered
India s Sylverstcr Stallonc;
have run into bad weathor in
the ecountry where militant
Ilisidus have ordered thealre
owWners: o "-ll.l'll FlRacrr™ s st
g

Billboards ol 1l s
hhave been garlandod
shocs and posters lorn down
since his arrest along with wo
film producers who sold (he

assauli riflce to ot
Mosl afllovied i the indus

try is Sulzhash Ghai, owho o
reccd VI, o maalo ool
Hon dolliar ftlm in o which Dt
p|.|.}|i {1 Lithe rode ol O torrotr
isl, & crine lor which ha
now boeen beeoked by e
Bombay police

[ilnis

wild

hasus

Vil an™ had anly three davs
of shodring el and was <shed
for release on May 14 1 o
shocked, " satd Ghai.
ladta s most talented prodi
Ors

Police ordercd a widoe
probe as interrogations of Dut
and the arrested producors

exine end

Sameer Hingora and lantl
Kadawala, led to the belicl that
they were linked 1o [brakim
and the Memons, who MNod 10

Dubai afler the atiacks

Police say the blast conspir
ad'y wis hatched in a restauarand
owned by Hantl and thal th
|_-ru-ht‘ has l‘ll.pl."lm‘d the hnks
botween the movic mdnsiey
and the eripw  syndic.n s
which run viee, oxtortion uwl
smuggling rackets her

Arrest of Sunjay Dutt unnerves Bombay's film

Film indusiry souices sawl
that over the past several yoars
underworld dons entered 1
industry to laundcr moncy aid
cxpand their opcrations

Lavish premiercs bocanu
the fashion In an indusirn in
which nearly 90 per conl ol
new films bomb at the box «l
fice every year: Indias
“Hollywood”™ produces morc
films annually than any other
country

“There used to be a dozen
premicres cvery wook, bul
now Lthere Is hardly one or
iweo, said A A Khan, lormer
chicl ef the Bombay police de-
e tive eell.

The Film Makers Combine
(FMC), a body of Hlm produc-
ers, decided Thursday lo take

industry

acLion,

‘It has been decided to sus-
pend the memboership of in-
dusiry persons arrested or
charged with anti-India activi-
ties: It has also been agrood
nod 10 hire any artist arresied
or charged with anti national
awls,” the group sald.

Omprakash, on¢ of India's
top producers, pleaded for
those who had sunk millions of
dollars inte wventures belore
there was any inkling of the al-
leged involvement of Dull or
others In the bombing con-
spiracy.

"It is wrong to disrupt
screcning of any fflm. We are
creative people and such acts
harm the entire industry,” he
aclded.

federal state

BRUSSELS, Apr 24. The
liclgtan parlfament Priday
compleied amendments to the
lielgian constitution aimod
turning the unitary statc inie a
three-part federation, reports
AFP.

The Chamber ol Deputivs
approved the inal two changes
of a constitutional reform
package hammered out by the
coalition government with po-
litical allics.

The c s will formally
make Belgium a foderal stale
comprising Dutch-spcaking -
anders, French-speaking Wall-
onia and the Brussels region,

The three regions will he
Elven new aulonomy



