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Nation must Heed NGO
Experience in Education

We write this to congratulate the UCEP on the
completion of their 20 years of founding. Through
these years the organisation has imparted educa-
tion to at least thousand boys and girls and
found jobs for many of them. Theirs iS a success
story that brings to light many failures ol the na-
tional education approach. _

The organisation has dedicated itsell (o the
welfare ol under-privileged children by way ol
making them educated and self-supporting. Pat
comes to mind the guestion who is not under-
privileged among the tens of millions ol our
children? It is a vast world and UCEP has
touched only a very small part of its surface. Bul
their experience is sure to beneflit the national
management of education, particularly at the ba-
sic level. Primary education, as managed and con-
trolled throughout the nation by the ﬁm’t'rnmem
slitters on in its old sluggish way without taking
into account that an nverwhehning]kr big part o
its charge is constituted hydpu ils Irom families
who are miserably poor. And also that the as-
tounding dropout rate that vitiates primary and
early secondary levels of education is caused
mostly by the fact that the families need their
children to do something gainfully which clashes
with their school requirements. The initiatives of
UCEP, BRAC and others in the field of “basic ed-
ucation to broad masses”™ have, on the other
hand, proved very effective with very small
figures of dropout.

Through the experience of organisations like
UCEP we should be able to strike a shorter and
surer route to literacy— something that would
lend to universal application throughout the na-
tion. As the good work done by UCEP is all con-
centrated in the cities, they have gone for teach-
ing the children industrial skills after they
had absorbed their 3Rs. What would the village
children graduate into after they have lapped
up basic language and counting skills if they
cannot make it to the end of the 10-year schoo-
ling?

We are sure when a monitoring has been done
on the work of the UCEP and other organisations,
certain conclusions would emerge very clearly.
The amount of education that is imparted in the
five-year primaries, can be done in much less
time, And if we are not going to be falsely high-
minded about it, we can cut out the frilly things
in this first dose of education.

We would request these philanthropic organi-
sations not to cook a different albeit effective
kind of educational dish for the underprivileged
while the primaries managed by government offer
another dish, heavy and rather ineflfective, to a
bigger group of the same set. The job at hand is
to give one sure-fire recipe of education which
would in a very short time make a literate society
of Bangladesh through a quick imbibing of lan-
guage and counting skills upto an agreed level by
all the children in the land. Education in Bangla-
desh is fundamentally flawed here and it is most
of all at this stage that the problem should be

% e cannot help m
death of the Pathshala sy

I{ was doing
British times, offering through the GT— guru tra-
ining— passed non-matric teachers far more
effective education than the primaries ever wo-
uld, The Pathshala student got a far better gro-
unding in both language and counting why and
how ? We lament the Iz;ass'mﬁr of those gurus for it
was they who made the dillerence. The present
educational approach, no matter whether govern-
mental or private or some that the NGOs have de-
vised. doesn't seem (o emphasize the little man
or woman who will do the teaching and is indeed
dgreater than the whole system in so [ar as it is
not thHe sysiem that teaches. The presence of a
trueteacher is education enough at whalever
level.
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No Logging, Please!

A relatively less known conference on world
timber trade ended in Geneva recently without an
agreement on a new pact on the issue. Sponsored
by the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD), the conference has
deferred the contentious subject for taking up at
its next butl previously scheduled session from
June 25. Although the issue has so far been able
to draw little attention from people the world
over, ils importance cannot be overemphasised.
It is a subject that has by now generated enough
heat in the US and even President Bill Clinton
has been dragged into the [ray.

Timber merchants, loggers and Lhose depen-
dent on the logging industry find their interests
in direct clash with the Greens who are jealously
advocating for the need for protection of the
world forests. The loggers argue for a planned
exploitation of forest resources so that the coun-
tries in the business continue to earn foreign ex-
changes and the large number of people engaged
in the industry are not driven out of job. They also
make the point that people building new houses
must be supplied with wood for building materi-
als and new furniture without which the living
sltandard in a couniry cannot improve,

All this is true but only upto a point, the
Greens promptly put forward counter-arguments,
The fact that construction technology has radi-
cally changed for the better, has already reduced
to a substantial extent the demand for certain ty-
pes of logs and other furniture wood. The re-
placement, moreover, is proving to be quitle
effective. As for the people in the logging profe-
ssion, the easy solution is to teach them skills in
forest conservation or similar other jobs. In parts
of America, the technique is working well. So the
point made by the Greens for leaving the forests
undisturbed is gaining further ground.

This, however, will not be easy for developing
countries depending largely on export of timbers.
M&anmar illustrates the point better than most
other countries. Despite world pressure for trade
and economic sanction on that country, its
neighbours receiving timber supplies from it has
never reall'{) showed any readiness to co-operate.
Evidently, both political motive and bare necessi-
tes of people are responsible for overlooking the
slowly-perceived destruction of the global ecosys-
tem. e Greens' campaign in the developed
countries is winning the day for them, but not in
the poor countries. Yet there is only one world to
share by the human race along with other crea-
tures. So there is no time to lose for waging a war

against destruction of forests across the conti-
nents.
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just fine till the very fag end of the ,

T last, aller two aboru
ve atlempls, Lthe Seven-
th SAAIRC Summil was

held. Given the turmodl in the
internal politics of Pakistan
and India as wcll as the
current elimate of bilateral
rclattons In the region it was
no mean achicvement to bring
the Soulh Astan leaders o
Dhaka for the summit meeting.
The organizers can lake some
salisfaction from the smooth
and wcll planned manner in
which the programme was im-
plemented, The asscembled
lcaders obviously wanted Lo put
up a good show and so they all
said the kind of things thal cv-
crybody wanted to hear.
Inspiring, brave and wisc
words filled the pages of our
newspapers for two days. This
siriflc-torn and poverly-
siricken region would have
been a much saler and nicer
place to live in if even a bit of
what they sald was rceally
mcant. Coopceralion, 1 am
alraid, cannot be built on dis-
trust, suspicion and hatred.
This basic problem, | regret to
nolc, was not on the sumnut
agenda,

Stalements made by some
of the leaders did refer Lo the
scourge of [anaticism and in-
tolecrance. Nawaz Sharil
touched on this issuc in his
specech al the opening scssion
when he said, "We must
counter the menace of reli-
gious lanaticism and intoler-
ance and seck to cstablish Lthe
suprcmacy of the rule of law
and the prineiples of justice.”
Given Pakistan's record L was
a refreshing remark. Maumoon
Abdul Gayoom of Maldives put

~ his finger on the core problem

when he said,.. “The reeent in-
crcasc in ¢thnie and commu-
nal violenee in our region has
become a major cause for con-
cern for many governments.
The escalalion of communal
strife, il unstopped, could lead
to the disruptlion of develop-
menl  programmes  and
threaten the political slabilily
of the ‘countries concernced.
The possible spill-over effcets
ol such aclts of violence in onc
country to ncighbouring coun-
tries could jeopardize rcgional
stability and sccurily as wcll.”

While calling for the dilfusion
ol cthnie lensions he ultered
the most perecpliive remark of
the sunimit mecting when he
said, "Communal hatred must
be defeated.” Other leaders,
rcgretiably, skirted the fssuc.
Re-estnblishment of mutual
trust ought to have been the
most important ftem on the
regional agenda. Regional co-
opcration has no future in Lhe
sub-econtinent Il Lthe monster of
communalism cannot bc re-

sirained. 1 have scen no refer
cned o this baste fssue in any
document that has cmoergeorl
from the summit. The

Declaration has 63 parngriaphs
which deal with practically oy
cry subjoct under the sun but
therd was no mwention of 1
destabilising impact of the
communal conMicts vitiating
the Soutlh Asian cnvironment
This, | am afraid, is the most
scrious [ajlure of the summil
which may continue to hanni
the region and the oporalions
of SAARC for years 1o come,

Poverty Alleviation

Pove riy alleviation was diven
a lot of publicity. This is in-
deed a priority goal for 1he
SAARC counirics in Lheir do
meslic agenda but {1 was not
cxplained how regional coop
craltion could make a contribu
lion 1o this programme. The
Declaralion conlains slate
monls of intent on the part ol
the leaders to pursue Lhe polf
cics in their respective na
tional development  pro-
grammes. Somce  cxecllent
ideas on  ‘poverty eradication
have been identificd. Apart
from the articulation of these
policics, no joinl action s pro-
poscd. Unless implemented al

the national level in rigly
carncst these arce Httle more
than pious hopes and populist
slogans. The decision 1o on
dorse, “on an ad hoc basie”™ the
proposal for cstablishing »a
Soulh Asfan Development Fund
is a posilive development. The

seiling up ol the inler-gov-
crnmental group lo work on
the slruclure, resources aned
opcrational modalitics of the
Fund is an cssenlial slep in a

. projeet of this nature. What the

member  governments il

have 1o cnsare is that the Fund
lends to the mobilization of ad-
dittonal resources. Shcing »
share out of the existing eake
is not going lo contribule
much (o our development. In
my view, therefore,
“addittonality” should bc¢ the
kecy word for those who will
work in the ICG. The western
donor couniries, | am alraid,
may bc reluctant, at least ing-
tally, to suppert the setting up
of a new [und. Thetr priority
these days is Russia and the
East European countrics. DBut
we must conlinue our ¢ffort to
convince them that South Asia
nceds and deserves their sup-

port.
SAPTA

The most signilican! dcci-
sion ol the summit was Lhe
agrcement on SAARC
Prelerential Trading

by ShabAMSKibria___

Arrangement (SAITA). For the
first time SAARC is enloring
inlo a corc arca ol ccononric
cooperation. Admittedly there
arc not many binding clements
in ft. It is cssentially an ox-
pression of desire of the mem-
her governments o exchange
concessions. The agreement
stipulales that the countries
will negotiate, siep by step, In
order Lo offer tardll and non-
larilf concessfons to cach
other on a proeduct-by-product
basis. We have lo reserve our
judgement on the matter until
the time when the lst of
products will be cxchanged
and conccssions ncgotiated.
Once can take SAPFTA as a se-
rious altcmpl to increase In-
lra-regional trade only when
agreements will be reached on
actual reduction of tarifllf and
non-tarill barrters on [re-
quently traded items, It is too
carly lo rejofee about it but the
agreement s without doubt a
positive development. Though
a modest beginning it has im-
metise possibilities.

Article 10 provides for a

scrics of special measures In
favour of the Least Developed
Countics. However the impact
of the paragraph has boen di-
minished, 1o some cxtent, by
the use of the qualifying phrase
‘wherever possible’. Non-re-
ciprocily, in my view, should
be the key for trade between
cennomically unequal eoun-
irics like India and
Bangladesh. Unless this prin-
ciplc 18 agreed upon at the
very oulsct trade between the
LDC and non-LDC countries
cannol be organized on a
sound basis. While article 10
falls short of the actual necds,
| do recognize that -the article
is csscntially an enabling
clausc which kecps the option
open for granting certain spe-
cial concessions, on a nen-re-
ciprbecal basis, to these spe-
chilly disadvantaged countrics.
Taking into account the com-

plex and sensilive nature of
the subjeet 1| would say that
parngraph 10 is a positive sicp
in the right direction.

The Declaration touched on
i wide variely of subjects of in-
lerest and concern to the
member countrics. [ssucs such
as cnvironment, population,
shelter, children, youth, dis-
abled persons, women in de-
vclopment, science and tech-
nology. Drug trafficking and
drug abuse arc matters of high
priority in the national devel-
opment plans of all the coun-
irics. It is not clear, however,
what is the precisc purpose of
pulling thesc {ssucs in the
Declaration because no plan of
aclion on a rcgional basis has
been proposcd. Perhaps this
was done primarily to empha-
siz¢ the high priority attached
to these questions by the lead-
crs. One particular question on
which much can be done on a
regional basis but was touched

on only marginally is the arca
of Inter-regional {nvesiment.
The Declaration underlined
the critical Importance of

- Seventh SAARC Summiit : An Evaluation

promoting inlra-reglonal co-
opcration tn the arca of manu-
factures but did not go f(ar
cnough in stressing the noed
for frce Now of investment
funds within the region.
Perhaps this is an area which
will recetve grealer atlentien
from SAARC leaders in Lhe
years ahcad.

Suppression of Terrorism

The paragraph on terrorism
deserves special mention.
Looking at the tcxt on Lhe sur-
face onc can be deceived into
belicving that the region is
making some headway in curb-
ing this menace. Unfortunaicly
the real situation s just the
opposite. The passage ol the
SAARC Regional Conven'ion on
Suppression of Terrorism has
nol led o any improvement in
the sttuation. We can of course
indulge in make-belicve and
hid our heads, ostrich-like,
under cloquent and reassuring
spceches. But mutual trust will
not be cstablished by side-
tracking thc basic question of
rcligious discord and hatred
that s vittating the atmo-
sphere, Aller the recent explo-
sions in Bombay there were in-
stanl rcaclions in Ihdia by
many responsible sOns ac-
cusing Pakistan the crime.
No onc wailed for an enquiry.
Undcr these circumslances it
can be lackled only i the lcad-
crs agree to lake a hard and
honest look atl the root cause
of the problem and take con-
cerned aclion,

A paragraph Lhal allracls
me most is on Lthe subjeet of
‘prople-lo-people’ contact, The
ormalion of rcgional apex
bodics will ecrtainly be a step
in the right dircetion bul we
must widen Lhe scope of the
process by making it for NGOs
lo establish direet contact with
cach olher on the basis of
common interesl in a parlicu-
lar Nicld. Tourism within the
region must be a major thrust
arca, After all [rMendship is
madc at the level of individu-
als. This can become an impor-
Lavnt of the process of con-
lidenee — building which is so
badly nceded in the region.
There are a number ol other

paragraphs including onc on
the sccurity of statcs.
Apart from highlighting the
concerns of the small siaics
this type of gencral remarks
do not enhance their scourity.
Crealing an ecnwironment of
gcnuine goodwill, trust and
coopcration is far more impor-
tant than these words of assur-
anccs which carry no | and
very Mitic political sign nee.

To sum up. onc may say that

Lthe outcome of the 7th suminil
has boen posittve. Despite the

mood ol pcssimism gencraled

Eztlhc escalation of tension in

the reglon. SAARC has been

kcpt alive by the leaders. [

was widcly belicved that

Pakistan was shifting its atlon-

tion in the direction of central

Asta and focussing morc on

ECO than on SAARC. FECO, i

may be mentioned, Is the ox-

panded and relurbished ver-

sion of old RCD. While Pakisian
may benelit from coeporation
wilh these newly indcependent
rcpublics, her future is incx-
tricably linked with that of
South Asia. Geogrmphy, history,
culture and heritage will cxcrt:
morc cnduring influenec than
cialculations ol cconomic ad-
vanlage. Indian vicew of SAARC

ts somewhat different from
that of the smaller SAARC
counirics bul inspitc of those
dilfcrenees in perceplion as
well as the current mood of
distrust, India and Pakistan
acled wiscly in joining the
summit. While the leaders ook
a number of important deci-
sions in crealing opportunilics
for coopcralion in core cco-
nomic arcas, Lthey failed 1o ad-
dress the fundamental ques-

tion of lack of mutual trust and
goodwill. Unresolved bilateral
problecms together with the
growing power and influence
of communal forcces are all
ncgalive [actors which will finm-
pede progress in regional co-

operation. SAARC will not be
ablc to [ulfil its polentials and
make any significant impact on
the cconomic lifc of the region
unicss it can break the barriers
being erecled by fanatics and
bigots. :

Do We Really Have Faith in Our People?

by Dr M Ashraf Ali

ANY ycars ago whoen |

was a student in the
United States, one

thing which I found mani-
fested in the ideas presented
in the books as well as in the
bchaviour of the Americans
was an abiding faith in, the
_ c. This [aith
permcated so deeply in all

spheres of civic and political .

life that it was very common to
think that at times of crisis the
entire nation would rise as one
man, to face the challenges
that may confront the nation.
The question is, upon what
was foundcd such a strong
faith in the pcople that thcy
can do no wrong? The answer
may be many, such as, it is a
free country where fundamen-
tal t ol an individual citizen
is held in high estcem: where
the democratic rights of the
pcople are respected by the
state; where [reedom of the
press is suprcme and so on

EACE has finally come

to this tiny Latin Amer-

fcan country, but the
soldiers and guerrillas who
[ought in the ten-year civil war
may be up against tLheir
loughest baltle yet.

Now that the war is over,
former fighters for both the
army and the Farabundo Marti
National Liberation Front
(FMLN) guerrilla group are
plagued by a sense of selitude
and inaction, or ‘peace syn-
drome’. . -

These soldicrs, who just a
short time ago were consid-
cred heroces and whose ex-
ploits were legend, find them-
sclves in a country struggling
to return to normalcy and put
behind it the horrors of a war
that left over 75,000 dead.

Doctors, psychologists and
social workers have been
wnrkinﬁ to investigate and deal

with the eflects ol post-war
trauma.
Agustin Fernandcz, a

Spanish psychologist working
out of the University of Central
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and so f[orth. These are all
true, no doubt, but above all,
the most crucial thing that
makes all these lundamental
rights opcrational and [unc-
tional is the awarcncess of the

‘commonman about his own

pawer which ultimately can
make any nalion a great one.
Where cveryone is educated
and litcracy is nearly 100 per
cent, this s possible.

But do we have any faith in
the pcople of our country? Do
the pcople here matter at all
in the crucial decisions that
are taken by the state? A look
al our recentl past would indi-
cate the answer to be in the
ncgative. We do not scem to
bhave any [laith in the power of
our pcople. Not that we seem
to willully ncglect the com-
monman, but the commonman
docs not have the awarcncss
aboul the unlimited potentials
that he possesses in changing
the face of the country. Why

El Salvador: Shocked by Peace

America (UCA) in San
Salvador, conducted a study of
former FMLN guerrillas who
ranged between eight and 18
ycars of age. |

Fernandez found that one of
the major obstacles facing the
former fighters "is replacing
the feeling of camaraderie
created during the war.”

Some of the former fightcrs
who first laid down thecir arms
to rejoin civilan life have re-
turned to the old war zones,
after failing to adapt to the
new situation.

For many, who have lived
since early youth or adoles-
ccnce amidst battles and un-
der heavy bombing, guerrilla
war is their "natural environ-
ment”,

In interviews with investi-
gators, former fighters said the
ycars of war "had not aflceted
our mental health”. But the re-

Jaith in the

this is s0? As an cducationist,
my answer would be the
widcspread lack of education
among the people is the main
causc.

A country which has an {l-
Hicracy rate. .ol over 70 per
cent, cannot be expected to
move very far with such a
hcavy burden on its shoulder.
Where almost 70 million peo-
ple out of a total of 120 million
are, in reality, totally inellec-
tive in lerms of making any
significant contribution to the
nation due to their lack of
awareness and nonchalance, it
becomes quite difficult fore
the country to make a break-
through in any sector of na-
tional development.

It is, therefore, imperative
on our part to have an abiding
power of the peo-

the face of the
this [aith must be

ple to chan
country.

refllected in the programmes
we undertake for t fit of
the commonman. Our authori-
ties scem to be lacking in this
faith. Although it descrved top
priprity, education appeared to

be a ted seetor
from the of our [irst
independence in "1947. It

needs hardly to be emphasized
that if proper importance was
given ucation and eflorts
and investments were made to
universalize the primary ecdu-
cation, simultaneously making
adequate provision for adult
education, it is obvious that by
now there would be no illiter-
ate people in the country and
the country would surely be a
different one than what we
find it today. Allocations from
education sector used to be cut
as a general practice and used
for other secctors, little realiz-
ing the adverse eflects it could

The return of peace to El Salvador after ten
years of brutal civil war leaves both gov-
ernment soldiers and former guerrillas
disoriented and unable to adjust. Pablo
Cerna of IPS reports, from San Salvador.

sults in blind tests were diller-
ent, Fernandez told IPS.

During the armed conllict,
lighters on both sides were
forced to suppress their [ear,
and only talk about the suc-
cesses, not the failures. In the
case of the FMLN, fighters
were also constantly rein-
forced with the idea Lthey were
"triumphant heroes”.

The currcnt reality is quite
diffcrent, and as they sink into
anonymity and their exploits

no longer thrill eager audi-
cnces, the former fighters find
themselves fighting a psycho-

logical battle that may be their
toughest yet.

"An iccology, no matter how
strong or justilied, cannot
cover the traumatic effects of
sccing your {riends and [ami-
lies, die,” Fernandez said.

The psychologist told of
cases where rebel fighters and
their families, hiding in un-
derground shelters, were
forced to asphyxiate newborn
babies to prevent them from
crying and revealing the
group's location.

Currently, the UCA psycho-
logical clinic {s aticnding to

have on the educational devel-
opment of the country in the
long run. The same practice
continues even now aller
nearly 60 years of groping in
the dark which makes the
country languish under tLhe
cursc ol rty caused mainly
due to widespread {Hiteracy

and lack of education among
the people.
So it is a question of faith in

the power of an educated
people. When former
President Julius Nyerere of
Tanzania took over power in
his country, he publicly an-
nounced, "We have chosen lo
remain poor for the next 20
ycars. Why? Because we are
going to invest 50 per cent of
our national income for the
education of our pcople "This
is undoubtedly an expression

of faith and conviction that'

upholds the idea that a nation
can be developed only by de-
veloping its people and no

128 former fighters suflcring
from some form of post-war
trauma, according to social
worker Carmen Martinez, who
works in the programme.

Martinez said insomnia,
anxiety, nightmares, flashbacks
and feelings of extreme loneli-
ness and persccution are all
symploms allecting the former
fighters.

A doctor [rom the Pan- .

American llcalth Organisation
visiting a camp for former
FMLN fighters discovered 38
cascs of severe mental prob-
lems. One of the former gucr-
rillas committed suicide and
two others were on the verge
of doing so. |
Alcoholism and drug abuse
have also begun aflecting the
demobilised fighters. Antonio
Argueta, a 30-ycar-old FMLN
guerrilla who lost his left arm
during the war, left the agri-
cultural training courses at a

doubt education can play a very
crucial role in this endecavor.
Spoon-feeding approach, such
as we find in our programmes,
can never lead a country to the
road to sell-reliance.

It appears that we have al-
ready wasted precious time byl
ags’ that did not dc-,

liver the goods. Now it is time
for serious re-thinking and
building-up an abiding and un-

' finching faith in the power of

the pcople. Needless to men-
tion that such a can ma-
terfalize only when all of our
citizens are properly educated.
It is upto the authorities now
to move in the proper direc-
tion and take ap mea-
sures and make untiring ef-
forts to implement the pro-
grammes undertaken in the
education sector. iy
The writer is Professor

IER, DU

camp for demobilized guerril-
las an emigrated to the capital
to finish his primary education.

Instead, he became an alco-
holic and spends most of his
time on the street.

During the war. the FMLN
maintained strict prohibitions
against alcohol and drug con-
sumption. Said Martinez: "The
fighters see this as a vice,
while the lecaders view it as an
ideological breech. But it is an
escape [rom the current situa-
tion.”

But Fernandez said many of
the former [lighters, cspecially
the wounded, are facing the [u-
ture with relative optimism,

"During the war they
learned to live collectively, to
cooperate with the commu-
nity, and from this point of
vicw these values are the hope
for their future,” he said,
adding that the former fighters
can use such experiences to
better their lives.

- Nevertheless, they distrust
the promises because “"they
have always becen lied to”,
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‘Roadside plantation
Sir, The roadside tree plan-
tation programme nceds to be
highly appreciated. If we can
gradually cover both the road
sides in the whole of our coun-
try within a decade or two, we
shall certainly be naturally
richer and ecologically more
balanced. Needless to mention
here that indiscriminate
felling of trees has already de-

nuded the eountry of forest re-
SOUTNCCes.

Being a tca planter | would
like to raise two points which
| feel the concerned authority
would pay due importance to.
First, plantation of a few vari-
ety like Acacia Moniliformis
should preferably be discon-
tinucd on roadsides because
they usually cannot with stand
strong wind ae often [all bro-
ken which hampers smooth
plying of transports. Sccondly,

plantation programme should
prefcrably be carried out be-
tween May and July. It has
been obscrved that plantation
programmes are continued
ecven in the months of
Scptember and October which
I feel is too late. Untimely
lantation ultimately results in
ess survival percentage,

1 hope the concerned au-
thority will kindly attach duc
importance to the malter.

Motius Samad Chowdhury
Assislant Manager,

Phultola Tea Estate, Sylhet

Viva voce

Sir, It 18 a common practice
to hold viva voce for sclection,
promotion and recruftment in
Bangladesh. Apparently, thore
is nothing wrong in it il it is
conducted [fairly and impar-

tially. But more oflen than
not, it is misused allegedly, in
a cool and calculated manncr
and simply used as a coverage,

As a rcsult, viva voce in Bang--

ladesh has to an extent, beco-
me a synonym of nepotism,
favouritism elc. Allcgations are
always there that selection
committecs, simply sclect
their own or the rccommen-
ded candidates of higherups
and other influcntial people.

This is allcgedly happening in
the casc of admission intlo
Mcdical Colleges or recrui-
tment in Govt, Scmi-Govt and
Corporation oflices cxcept of
course Public Service Comm-
isston where there has not
been any major allegation of
string pulling so far.

Hence in the interest of jus-
tice and f[airplay, viva voce
should be abolished for re-
cruitment and promotion in

Govt, Semi-Govt and Corpo-
ration offices as wcll as for
admission to Medical Colleges.

There should only be a wrilten
test and to ensure [airness in
that too, method and system

practised by BUET should be
followed because that has

been found to be [ool proof so
far. Otherwise, injustice as
well as corruption will conti-
nue to pervade our national
life. Will the Parliamentary
Committee on service matters
look into {17?

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka

Let us rebuild

Sir, Our centuries-old good
carth has tlotally changed.

Today we are living in a new
world of human rights, free-

dom, democracy and market
cconomy, scicnce and tech-
nology, cooperation and co-ex-
{stence.

While we look at and envy
the way of life, standard of liv-
ing, rcnce and prosperity of
pcople of many countries on
this planet, we wonder why
arc we lagging so far behind
them? “The reason why birds
can [ly and we can't is simply
that they have perfect [aith,
for 1o have faith is to have
wings,” says J M Barrie,

The communist world has
collapsed, its economy disin-
tegrated, public sector trade,
commerce, agriculture and in-
dustry, mills and factories
have become bankrupt.

China's, Russia's, former
East Germany's, lungary's,
Poland's and Czechoslovakia's
private sector thrives, individ-
ual and private enterprises are

booming. They ask for foreign
investment, partnership and
coopceration. are all en-
gaged in nation  building
works, economic development
and wcllare of the people.

Why don't we take lesson
from them? Can't we move
with the time and can't we re-
build Bangladesh in the light of
ncw socio-economic and polit-
ical situatfon of the world?
Can't we work and work more
and give up hartal and strike?
Il we don't work who would
give us food? Given our mulu-
farious Emhlcml and growth
ol population, we must take
care.of oursclves, seriously.

Let our public leaders, .

ernment servants and public
sccior corporation :mpgq'rﬂ
kindly take note of it.

O Il Kabtr
Dhaka- ] 203.



