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Peres expects accord
on Palestinian

LRRIEELY

Bush mourns Ozal's death: rome
President George Bush and the US doctors who treated the
late Turkish President Turgut Ozal mourned his death in a
ceremony on Thursday at the hospital where he underwent
surgery, Reuter reports from Houston.

“It was a wonderful relationship,” Bush told about 200
people who attended the ceremony at methodist hospital,
‘Persoral diplomacy did mean something between us. | will
miss him very much.”

Ozal, whose pro-western policies helped modernise
Turkey and gave Bush's US-led coalition a strategic ally during
the Gull War, died on April 17 of heart problcms. He was 66.

Ozal had been in frail health in recent years after undergo-
ing scveral operations at the world-renowned hospital.

Bilderberg meeting begins: o100

heads of states, political leaders and prominent businessmen
from North. America and Western Europe gathered here to
attend the three-day 41st Bilderberg meeting opened here
yesterday behind closed doors, Xinhua reports from  Athens,

According to news rclease, high up in the ml::ttn%'.n
agenda includes the issues of "what kind of Europe will the
US have to deal with?" "Cost of indifference toward the for-
mer Sovict Unfon". US Foreign Policy, "US domestic policy
concerns” the outiook for Japan's economy” and "prospects
for global trade.”

Queen Beatrice of the Netherlands, Greck Premier
Constantine Mitsotakis, Swedish Prime Minister Carl Bildt
attended the meeting.

The mecting takes its name from the Bilderberg hotel in
Oosterbeck of Holland where the first meeting took place in

May 1954.
of

UN blasts killings peacekeefers:

The UN Security Council Thursday condemned the k of
two UN peacckepers and demanded an immediate halt to
attacks on UN personnel, AFP reports from United Nations.

The Sccurity Council issued its statement in New York
shortly aftcr a Croatian was killed in an artillery shelling In
southern Croatia. A Ukrainian was killed in Sarajevo on April
16 after he was struck by artillery {ragments. .

Their deaths bring to 39 the number of UN peacekeepers
who have been killed as part of the UN Protection Forces. On
April 19, a Bulgarian soldicr was killed in Cambodia by Khmer
Rougce. |
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Eritreans start VOtlIlF: Eritreans began
voting today in a referendum on independence from Ethiopia,
the prize of Alrica’s longest secessionist war, reports Reuter
from Asmara Ethiopia.

Isayas Afewerki, leader of Eritrea’s provisional government
and De Facto Presfdent, was onc of the first to vote at a
polling station in the capital Asmara.

Watched by a small group of supporters, he was applauded
as he placed a blue “Yes" piece of paper into the ballot box.

Under the UN-monitored vote 1.2 million registered vot-
ers will cast blue slips for "yes” and "red” for no during the
next three days,

7 charred bodies found in Bosnia:

British troops have found seven charred bodies in a deserted
and devastated Muslim village in central Bosnia where flerce
fighting has raged between Croats and Muslims, a military
spokesman said on Thursday, Reuter reports from Bosnia.
Major Martin Waters, spokesman for British troops at-
tached to the UN Protection Force (UNPROFOR) in the town
Vitez. said the bodics appeared to be member of a family and

were found in a house.

39 Palestinians shot at in Gaza :

Israeli soldicrs shot and wounded at least 39 Palestinians on
Thursday in a second day of clashes with demonstrators in
the occupied Gaza Strip, hospitals said, Reuter. reporis from
Gam

Palestinians sald soldiers opened fire on demonstrators
who hurled stoncs and erected burning-tyre barricades in

o

Gaza city, Shati and the Nusscirat refugee camps.
The army said it knew of 16 wounded of whom [our were

still in hospital.

On Wedncsday. Palestinians said soldicrs shot dead two
Garans and wounded 69 in the fiercest clashes in the Strip
since Isracl scaled off the occupled territorics three wecks

ago.

Tigers ambush army
vehicle, kill two

COLOMBO, Apr 23. Tamil
gucrillas ambushed an army
vchicle in northwestern Shri
Lanka, killing two soldicrs and
wounding two more, the mili-
tary said today, rcporis AFP.

Snipers from the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eclam (LTTE)
fired at the army tractor in the
coaslal region of Mannar

Famine claims
40 in Bihar

NEW DELHI, Apr 23: Nearly
40 pcopic have died in a se-
vere famine sweeping Eastern
India. ruling party oflicials said
Thursday, as Prime Minister I
V Narasimha Rao announced
federal rcliel for drought-hit
arcas, rcports AFP,

Between 35 and 40 villagers
have died of starvation in Lhe
state of Bihar, a threc-member
Congress {I) team said here af
ter visiting the region. and ac-
cuscd local authorities of not
doing enough to tackic grow
ing hunger

The situation in Bihar's
Palamu and Garhwa districts
with a population of 2.5 mi!
lion, was * grim, distress
ing and alarming " the delega
tion said in a report s uhmit tod
to the Prime Minislcr

Thursday as thc soldicrs were
on a routine operation, a mili-
tary spokesman said.

He said the authorities had
noticed stepped up LTTE at-
tack in the Mannar region
where the government Iis
planning to resettle thousands
of civilians who fled the area
fearing they would get caught
up in the cross fire.

Security forces have also
declared curfews in Mannar
from time lo time lo carry oul
cordon and search operations
against LTTE activists belicved
to have infiltrated military de-
fences.

"We can have tighter secu-
rily measurecs Lo prevent
Tigers slipping into our area,
llut that would discourage
refugecs who may want to re-
turn. So we have to strike a
balance,” the spokesman said.

He said the situation in
Mannar was being closcly mon-
ftored and hinled that the au-
thorities were likely to launch
lushing out operaljons in sufr-
rounding junglc arcas.

The LTTE is lkcading a vio
lent campaign o establish an
independent homeland in the
island's northcast where Lhe
two milllon Tamil minorily is
concentrated, Thousands have
died in bitter fighting

'Western diplomacy a failure

US State Department experts
for use of force against Serbs

NEW YORK, Apr 23: The US
State Departmenl s top ex-
peris on the Balkans sent
Secrctary of State Warren
Christopher a lctter calling
western diplomacy a faflure
and rccommending military
action against the Serbs, the
New York Times reported in
Friday editions, rcports
Reuter.

The catcer diplomats based
in Washington told Chris-
topher the United States had
a moral obligation to save the
Muslims from “genocide” at
the hands of Scrbian nation-
alist forces in Bosnia, the pa-
per reported.

The letter, signed by 12
State Department specialists,
said: "We are only attempting
to end the genocide through
political and econemic pres-
surcs such as sanctions and
intense diplomatic engage-

ment in effect the result of
this course has been western
capitulation to Serbian aggres-
sion.”

The New York Times also
reported that Madeline
Albright, US representative to
the United Nations, had sent
President Clinton a memoran-
dum urging air strikes to
orotest the predominantly
Muslim towns and cities un-
der siege in Bosnia.

Albright said the United
States should act on its own
under United Nations author-
ity. |

One State Department offi-
cial, who was not among the
12 who signed the petition,
safd "it means the frustration
level is high enough for them
to undertake the somewhat
risky tack of going around the
normal hierarchy and stating
their dissent,” the paper re-

ported.
The dralter of the petition
rcportedly was Marshall

Harris, the Bosnia desk officer.
Other signers included desk
officers for Serbia and
Montenegro, Albania, Romania,
Bulgaria, Macedonia, Croatia
and Slovenia.

AFP adds: Bosnian Serb
leader Radovan Karadzic on
Thursday dismissed the
Vance-Owen Peace plan for
Bosnia-Herzegovina as f{rrele-
vant given the Serbs' military
supremacy.,

Karadizic's Yuggslav ally,
President Dobrica Cosic,
meanwhile said the rump
Yugoslavia favored conditibnal
acceptance of the plan.

Specaking to the DBosnian
Serb News Agency SRNA,
Karadzic said he would meet
Lord Owen here Friday, de-
spite an earlier relusal to

spcak to the EC negotator.
But he added that the peace
plan drawn up by Owen and
Former UN special envoy Cyrus
Vance "is obviously insignifi-
cant... what counts is the situa-

“ tion on the ground” where

Bosnian-Serb forces have
scized control of more than 70
per cent of Bosnian-
Herzegovina,

For his part, Cosic said
"Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro) will do absolutely
cverything in its power and
within the limits of its national
intcrest ... to get the Vance-
Owen plan accepted (by the
Bosnian-Serbs) on condition of
essential modifications.”

The coming days maybc
“fateful” for the Baltics if all the
warring parties” "reject politi-
cal reason and the spirit of tol-
crance,” Cosic said.
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Islamic m

lit.ant.: hold up the Koran during the trial of 49

.
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extremists by an Egyptian military court in Cairo
Thursday. Eight men were sentenced to death for attacks

on foreign tourists, and the defendants reacted to

the

sentences with the cries of "Allah Akhbar.”

— AFP/UNB photo

Mandela urges,youth§

to join ANC army

JOHANNESBURG, Apr 21:
In a bid for support from mili-
tant youths, Nelson Mandela
visited the site of a township
massacre Thursday and urged
thousands of young blacks to
become soldiers in the ANC's
army, reports AP.

"If you want to be part of an
army of liberation, come to
join Umkhonto we Sizwe,”
Mandcla told a roaring crowd,

‘referring to the ANC military

wing also known as spear of
the Nation. At the same time,
Mandela urged youths not to
become vigilantes, saying the

only way to fight the white-led

rnment was as of a
disciplined and trained mili-
tary unit.

"We arc not going to give
guns to individuals. We are go-
ing to give guns to an army,”
Mandcla told a packed soccer
stadium in the black township
of Sebokeng, south of Johan-
nesburg,

The speech reflected
Mandela's attempt to assuage
the anger of the ANC's militant
youth since the slaying April
10 of Chris Hani, who was
hcad of the Communist Party
and one of the Alrican National
Congress’ most popular and
radical lcadcrs.

Hani dirccted the military
wing's armed struggle against
the government for several
years and was a hecro to many
youhg blacks who consider
Mandcla and other ANC clders
too modcrate and yielding to
President F W de Klerk's

white-led government.

While Spear of the Nation
announced the suspension of
armed activities against the
government in 1991, it con-
tinues to recruit and train sol-
diers. The ANC says they
should become part of a new
national defense force after the
end of white-minority rule.

Mandcla was in Sebokeng to
visit survivors of a massacre
Sunday that killed 19 people.
The ANC says somc witnesses
claim police did not answer
their calls for help and that
police wvchicles were secn
escorting the killers into the
the township.

Police denied the allega-
tions. No arrests have been
made. "We arc angry and upsct
that 19 lives have been lost
and no one has ben able to give
us any answers,” Mandela said.

Also Wednesday, police re-
leased one of four whites who
had been held for questioning
in Hani's murder. Journalist
Arthur Kemp was [reed after
two days of questioning,.

A right-wing extremist has
been charged in the slaying,
which prompted the ANC to
announee several weeks of
strikes and protests to pres-
surc the government to set an
clection date.

De Klerk has condemned
the protests, saying they will
add to the volatile situdtion
across the country. In a speech
to Parlfament on Wednesday
night, hc reiterated his vow to
hold multiracial elcctions

ROK students
stage anti-US
protests

SEQOUL, Apr 23: About BOO
students staged anti-US
protesis Friday demanding an
end to joint military exerciscs
by US and South Korcan
troops, a press report said, re-
ports AP

Yonhap, South Korca's na-
tional news agency, said police
blocked protesters from
marching into the US cultural
center in the southern city of
Kwangu.

Soulh Korea's radical stu-
dents contend the annual
“Team Spirit” excreises have
increased tension on the
Korean peninsula. About
36,000 US soldicrs are sta-
tloned in South Korca under a
muiual defense pact.

The protesicrs also urged a
dealh penalty lor an American
soldier convicted of killing a
South Korean women, Yonhap
sad.

Pvt Kenneth L Markle Il
was senienced to life in prison
last week on charges of killing
Yun Kum-l, a 26-year-old bar
hosticss, outside his camp in

Tongduchon, 30 miles north of

Seoul, last October.

In Seoul, about 500 workers
marched pecacefully in the
streets, urging the government
o release all workers jafled for
violent labor disputcs.

Benazir has reaped a sweet
revenge on Ishaq, Sharif

ISLAMABAD, Apr 23: Aflter
threg years of sharp opposition
and numerous snubs, former
Pakistan Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto's political star
appears to be arising ancw, re-
ports AFP.

Bhutto now has lve of her
supporticrs in Lhe new cabinet,
including her husband Asil
Zardari, relcascd {rom prison
fust months ago.

Apparently without trying,
Bhutto has rcaped a swect re-
venge on two men who most
fiercely opposed her. Pakistan
President Ghulam Ishag Khan,
78, dismissed her in 1990 for
corruption, nepotism and in-
compeience.

Prime Minisicr Nawaz
Sharil repealcdly denounced
her until Ishaq Khan sacked
him Sunday under the same
circumsiances i

Of the new government's 17
ministers, members of
Bhutio's lefl-of-centre Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) were se:
lected to [ill five posts, only
narrowly surpassed by eight
appointments from Sharils
conservative PMakistan Muslim
Leaguc (PML). The remainder
went o minorily partics, rc-
glonal rcprescntatives or inde-
pendcnt politictans.

The [undamentalist Jam-

mat-c-Islami party, Pakistan’s
leading religious political

organisation is so far notably
absent from the line-up.

The new government, with
fts PPP ministcrs, now sports a
more liberal and progressive

L 0
image, opporiunc f:';: ncig
bouring Makistan which has
been accused ol propagating
Islamic [undamentalism and
threatencd by Washington of
inchusion on a damning list of
terrorist countrics with lran,
Iraq, Libya. Syria, Cuba and
North Korca.

The governmenl's true face
will not be apparent until more

ministerial portielios have
been distributed

Only three have so lar been
assigned, Bhutto's right-hamd
man Farroq Ahmed Leghari has
been named Finance Minister.

Maulana Kausar Niazi, a
former minister in the gov-
ernment of Bhutto's father,
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, has becn
named Information Minister.

Hamid Nasir Chattha, who
led rebellion within the PML
against Sharif, is the new
Minister of Planning,

Bhutto is said to have
pushed husband Zardar into a
leading government role,
forcing the President to bring
into his government a man he
has pursued for murder, fraud,
terrorism, extortion and kid-
napping.

Zardari, an avid polo player
who drives a Mrcedes-Benz
coupe, is known for his flam-
boyance. Earlicr this year he
was recicased on bail alter two
year's in prison. Al the same

time Bhutto began her
reemergence into Pakistan
politics,

Most ol the charges against
Zardar{, a businessman from
the southern Sindh district,
have been dropped. He never
stopped declaring his inno-
cence, claiming himsell a vic-
tim of political adversaries and
their machinations.
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Chavan's statement
false: Pindi

ISLAMABAD, Apr 23: Pakis
tan yesterday accused Lhe
Indian Home Minister S5 I
Chavan of making "incorrect
and mischievous™ charges Lhat
"a conspiracy appcars to have
been hatched Pakistan™ in
conjunction with some Indian

nationals for the March 12
bomb blasts, reports PTL

Refuting Chavan's statemoernt
in Parllament on April 21, a
foreign office spokesman said
the contradictory statements
by Indian Ministers on the
subject indicated that some
members of the government
had “opicd io persist in voic-
ing prepostcrous aliegations ir,
order o malign Pakistan

SRINAGAR (India). April 23:
Four years alier Kashmiri
Muslims picked up the gun lo
precss demands 1o secede from
india their goal remains as
clusive as ever.

But the Muslim militants
icading the secessionist cam-
paign vehemently rcject any
suggestion that they may be

running out of steam

‘We are in a commanding
position,” insists Javed Mir,
Acting President of the Jammu
and Kashmir Liberation Front
UKLF), one of the largest and
mos! moderate groups in the
faction-ridden Kashmir{

We are heading for

Musiim secessionist move-
me it
"We are heading for a

democratic and independent
Kashmir.” the bearded, 29-
ycar-old former guerilla fighter
told AFP in an interview here.
"We are not going to retreat
now,” echoed Sa Mir, the
26-year-old chie commander
of another group, the move-
ment of the militants, which
has recently staged a number
of deadly attacks against Indian

t,rﬂ-u—Fl.
he masses are like a
mountain,” said Sajed Mir, no
relation to the JKLF chiel
“They cannot be moved and
are encouraging us to fight ir-
respective of the brutality of
the Indian forces.’

Sajed Mir, whose Islamic
fundamentalist group supports

merging predominantl

Mus-
lim Kashmir with Pakistan,
said his organisation was now
capable of carrying out strikes
against Indian interests oul:
side of Kashmir

Indian officials dismiss the
asseriions of the militant lead-
ers and claim Kashmiris arc
growing weary ol the bloodict
1ing in the once-tranauil state,

“The public s disen-
chanted. The public is diafliu-
stoned * said Balvinder Singh
Bedi, the Director-General of
the Jammu and Kashmir police
and the man coordinating the
fight against the militants.

“The public is coming o
remlize that this militancy Is
disastrous for them.,” said

Singh, who took up his pre-
sent post in January 1991 after
his predecessor was injured in
a bomb blast in his office.

He ecited rivalry between
the milftant groups, excesscs
by their members and the
growing dominance of the
movement by Islamie funda-
mentalists as some of the rea-
sons behind the drop in public

support.

Scveral thousand people
have died since the militancy
began and thousands meore
have fled the state. The once-
thriving tourist industry has
collapscd.

“We can't say the situation is
fully under control but it's not

self—ru.ae

JERUSALEM, Apr 23:
Isracli Foreign Minister
Shimon Peres said in an inter-
view published today he ex-
pecls broad agrecement on
Palestinian sclf-rule when
Middle cast pcace talks re-

sume next week, reports
Reuter.
Asked by the Jerusalem

Post whal would be rcalistic Lo
altain in this round, Pércs said:

"to conclude an agrcement on
the autonomy.” Asked i he
thought the basic outlines ol
autonomy would be agreed, he
said: "Yes".

Palestinian leaders, under
heavy pressure from Arab
slates and Washington, agrecd
on Wednesday to return to the
talks which had been frozen
since Isracl's December 17
expulsion of 415 Palestinians
to South Lebanon.

U S officlals, diplomats and
Palestinians said last weck that
Isracl would be offering un-

| specificd new proposals for

limited self-rule once the 18-
month-old US-brokered talks
resumecd in Washington. The
talks are due to open on

Tuesday.
“Expectations are not high.”

Nabil Kassis, deputy head of
the Palestinfans team, said on
Thursday. But he added “we
hope that our expectations will
prove wrong.”

Floods destroy
7,000 houses
in Sudan

KHARTOUM, Apr 23: More
than 7,000 nhouscs were de-
stroyed by torrential rains and
floods in eastern Sudan and
more than 75,000 people were
allected, the Sudancse News
Agency reported yesterday,

Xinhua.

Suna said that 7,392 houses
were swept away in the Red
Sea port of Port Sudan and

_ncarby arcas.

Off the Record

Joke turns

into a flaming wreck
NUREMBERG [Germany): A practical joke played on a pair
of newlyweds turned their apartment into a flaming wreck,

put them in a state of shock and obliged them to begin mar-

ried life by moving in with their in-laws,
The couple returned from honey moon

AFP.
to find that the

wedding guests had stuffed their bathroom with pieces of pa-
per and tissue, with the pile crammed right up to the ceiling,

Nuremberg police said yesterday.

The bridegroom turned on the light, and the heat from the

bulb set fire to the pa

per. The resulting blaze engu

ifed their

home, causing damage of 70,000 marks (4,000 dollars).

Long toilet queue
takes his life

ACCRA: The Inability to wait in a toilet

queuve ended the

life of a 23-ycar old Ghanaian, witnesses said Thursday, re-

ports AFP.
The Ophilus Kwane Kagpo

joining the long

and two others went to a public
convenience in an Accra suburb on Wed

quecue to visit the toilet, they decided to use

but instead of

the manhole behind the main toflet.
They removed the slabs and squatted at the edge of the

manhole to relieve themselves.
rains the previous day, the slabs had

But because of heavy

become slippery and Gakpo slipped to his death.
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Stop baby's crying or

[ﬂHl’iDN: A ynﬁng mother in E-nnn:k..noﬂhem Enlhnd.

has been warned by the city to stop

her teething baby's crying

or face a 5,000 pound (7,600 dollar) fine, reporis AFP.

The city

council, after receiving numerous complaints that

Jackie Whitehouse's eight-month-old daughter Zoe was wak-
ing her neighbours carly in the morning, told the woman she

would have to silence the child.
sted with my neighbours for reporting me like

I'm disgu

this and with the council,” said Whitehouse, 24, who has one

other child. "1 try to do

my best to soothe Zoe, but any mum

will tell you it's the hardest job in the world.”

Ncigh

bours complain that Zoe has been waking them with

her erying at 5 am for several months.
A city council spokesman, asked about the warning, said
the council was performing its "duty” in investigating

"nuisance” complaints.

Wife

keep marriage toget

blackmailed Collor to

her

SAO PAULO: The wife of former Brazilian President
'Fernando Collor de Mello threatened to expose his alleged
use of cocaine suppositories to preserve their marriage,

Collor's brother said Thursday,

reports AFP.

Rosane Malta blackmailed her husband to keep their mar-

riage together after he

with a government official, according to an excerp

discovered she was having an affair

t published

Thursday from an upcoming book by Pedro Collor, the dis-

graced President’s brother.

The book, "Coming Clean -— The Story of a Fraud”, recounts
the private and public seap opera-like story that ended when
Collor was forced from office in October on cerruption

charges, after two and a half years as president.

According

to Pedro Collor, the former

president's wife

threatened to reveal his alleged drug use'and also employed
12 armed guards "in case Collor de Mello did not back ofl and
decided to take sterner measures against his wife”.

He used his dog
to kill wife

CLEVELAND: A man was indicted on a murder charge for
allegedly ordering his pit bull to attack his common-law wife,

in a casc investigated by a homicide detective and an animal

expert, reports AP,

Authorities say Jelfrey Mann,
named Mack, to repeatedly attack Angela
after the couple argued September 2.

Mann said the attack was unprovoked,

(32 kilograms) dog,
Kaplan
Although

36, ordered the 70-pound

de-

tective Michaclene Taliano said she was suspicious. Of the

more than 100 wounds the 28-year

-old woman sulffered, none

were to her neek or throat, which are usually a dog's favorite

targets, she said.
"We believe the dog

was instigated and reinstigated and

reinstigated to attack,” said animal behaviorist Karen Arnofl,
who put the animal through a series of tests.

independent Kashmir, says KLF leader

as dillicult ds it once was,” said
Singh, a burly Sikh police offi-
cer.

Singh's claims of public dis-
enchantment arc certainly ox-
aggerated, but the tremendous
costs in ‘terms of lives and
property and the bleak
prospeets for the future are

beginning to tell on the gen-
chpu;.ltlhn.

The desire of Kashmiri
Muslims to leave India appears
to be unshaken, but the eupho-
ria of the early days of the mili-
tancy has worn off and he
strain of living under virtual
occupation by Indian forces
has taken a heavy toll.

Israel to allow

30 deportees
to back home

JERUSALEM, Apr 23: lsrael
will allow 30 Palestinians de-

rted years age to relurn
;mt next week following the
resumption of the Middle East
peace talks on Tuesday, a
Palestinian spokeswoman said,
reports AFP.

Hanan Ashrawi, who warned
of a Palestinian boycott {f their
demands are net met during
the negotiations in Washing-
ton, said the men were among
the hundreds thrown out
bétween the 1967 Arab lsrach
war and the start of the
intifada eor wuprising iIn

| December 1987.



