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Making assets out of urchins

By Raffat Binte Rashid

Kalam is en years old. He sells newspapers
in the busy ecity streets: For him, going o
schools or working for a good pay is some-
thing nexl w impossible. 1is days are dull and

he leels a strong rejection to centinue  his
work, every day, under the scorching sun,

ke lives in a city slum and he is the sccond
son of his family, which consists ol six mcm-
bers. His [alher's poor health prevents him
Irom hard work and his occasional jobs allow
them no luxury at all.

These urban slumis where Kalam and many
like him live are always undersersed in terms
ol all basic lacilitics, like education and hcalth.
And these slum children are the most neglect-
ed and deprived scetion of our pocple. Most of
them are engaged in physical labour to sup-
port themsclves and thelr familics.

When, once day an unknown social worker
approached him with an opportunity to study
and later become a skilled labourcr, Kalam
thought he was dreaming. The soclal worker is
from UCEDP (Undcr-privilcged Children Educa-
tional Pro-

beeomes the teacher’s duty to find out the rea-
son, e or she has o go Lo their houses or
working plices andd try o solve the problem.
These things are carclully taken care of
through a chain monitoring system; At
prescent attendance rate s 87 per cent while
dropout rate in cach stssion is 8 per cent
only.

Alter completing the regular four ycars
crash schooling, studcnls arce scleeted, ac-
cording to their merit, lor technical training.
These trainings in UCED are specially adapted
to the market needs of skilled and semi-
skilled labour. Thus training is given according
lo the modules of employable skills. There are
itwo such technical schools of UCEP in Dhaka
and Chittagong.

Dhaka technical school allows training to
658 such studcenls al present. It offers courses
in the lollowing subjects automobile, me-
chanics, spinning, weaving, garments, tailor-
ing, knitling, prinling, carpueniry, welding, cl-
cetronics, ge-neral fitting, c¢leetrical,

' relrigerator

Erammes).
The only re-
ason for Kal-
am (o join a
UCEY! school
is that along
with his stu-
dics he can
conlinuc
with his
waork which
is of utmosl
importance
im, and
UCED allows

this.

UCERPR was established in the post-liberation
wir situation of 1972 when there was an enor-
mous increasce in the number of destitute chil-
dren because of large-scale migration of the
rural poor familics to the urban arcas.

"And now UCEP is wry successiul and pro-
vides schooling Lo approximately 12,000 such
working students in citics like Dhaka, Chilla-
gong and Khulna. Within 1996 we intend Lo go
for more cxpansion,” said Khan Mojlish, the
Programme Olficer of UCEP.

“The goal of UCEP is to improve the stan-
dard as social and cconomic life of the work-
ing children,” he said,

"Every tcacher in UCEP is [i-st a social
workcer, Their job is lo go Lo ncarby slums or
arcas where such children live and molivate
them, their parenis, and also their neighbour-
hood people, 1o send these ehildren to nearby
UCED schools. It is our strategy to have school
unils close lo arcas where such working chil-
dren are concentrated,” he said.

"The schools vperate in three shiflts a day,
cach shiflt giving only three lessors for a grade.
A child can allend a shill convenient o him
without aflceting his employment so that the
cconomic loss §s not regarded by his family as
a prohibitive one,” he informed,

"UCEP runs two acadcmic scsafons ol 135
school days in one calendar yecar. Awehild com-
plctes two grades in onc year and within four

ycars they are able to complete the cighth |

grade. The schools follow text books by the
National Curriculum and Text Book Board, bul
fnan abridged or condensed form.”

It is the main objective of UCFP weachers o
kecp the atienglance rate high, to ke:p the
dropout rate as closc¢ W zcro as possible. Il any
student §s absent for three consecultive days, it

Training course

and air condi-
lfoning, gar-
ments finish-
ing and com-
puler com-
posc. And in
Chittagong
240 siludents
altend elee-
trical, machi-
ne shop and
garments
COUTrses.

"Nol a sin-
ple student
frou our
iehnical
There is o 100 per
‘clal liai-

schools is uncmployed,
cent absorption rate. We maintain spe
son with the business and commerceial world.
It is our main goal, that these kids do not el
frustrated that tho newly carned skill is
properly used.” '

For this' we have job placement officers

whose duly is to maintain link wilh the em-
ploycrs. They chalk ouvt list of possible job
scekers, passced oul fromm UCEP's general or
technical schools. They go to different facto-
rics or industrics or oflices, with these stu-
dents. Usually they are recruited on the spot,
or their namces arc keptl in the waiting lists,
and are called later.

"We have an cniployers’ day. On this day dil-
ferent employers wue invited to the school, to
sce for themselves the kind of training and
cducation they get. And ol course in these or-
ientalion prograniines jobs are assured. Al
present 25 per cent of the students from
general school are employed and 95 per cent
ol lechnical schools are with stable jobs,” said
Khan Mojlish.

All these children are special, they are our
future and for the last 20 years UCEP is work-
ing as a modcl as o how to tcach working
children. They are al ihcir best as “child la-
bourcrs” and al worst as “street urchins” and
UCEPis definitely 1aking the dest out of the
besl, ¥

"Eéonomie growth in our country is not
possible without child labourers but at least let
us all work 1w nuike them  educated.  said
Khan Mojlish,

This ycar UCEP s colchrating its 20th year
and on this occasion they need the best of
coopuration from all the sections of the socte-

ty.

Education for mothers stressed

of Bangladesh
Bank ends

The three-month long trad-
ning course of the Bangladesh
Bank Training Academy con-
cluded here yesterday, reports
[3SS.

Bangladesh Bank Governor
Khorshed Alam was the chief
gucst on the occasion and gave
away the certilicates 1o the
successiul participants.

State Minister for Civil
Aviation and Tourism Abdul
Mannan urged the members of
the philanthropic organisa-
tions Lo comec forward to cre-
ale mass awarcness among Lhe
villagc women aboul the child
health and nulrition, reports
[3SS.

Spcaking as chicl guest at a
scminar on ‘Mother's  health
and nutrition’ al village Gacha
under Caxipur district yester-

day, the ministcr stressed the
need for educalion of mothers
for bettér care of children and
their health,

lle laid cmphasis on gearing
up family planning programme
for the greater intcrest of the
country.

The scminar was also par-

ticipaled by parlfament mem-
ber Begum Sclina Rahman and
Prol Rowshan Ara Rahman.
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ESTABLISHMENT, WELFARE & DSR DIVISION
34, DILKUSHA COMMERCIAL AREA,
DHAKA— 1000

TENDER FOR IMPORT OF SECURITY CHEQUE PAPER

Sealed Tenders are invited from the Manufactuers of security papers and their Local

Microprinted "RUPALI BANK LTD " in
colour, with the Bank's

must be Pink.

paper One side Litho'ed to the extent

ﬂ‘i.lT“ﬁy!m.C.;:L ﬂ:hlluwlng specif-ication and terms and
wwn of Cheqgue p-ptr: Security Cheqgue

Papaer one side Litho'ed
Script with Water Fugitive Ink, in pink

Watermark in
2. Size: 457 CM X 58.4 CM (Approx) (18"X237)-85 GSM 500

in a ream. Colour

3. 500 Sheet should contain in each ream duly counted & it should be mentioned in

§ Invoice & Packing List.
4. Price: a) C & F Rate should be gquoted

o,

should clearly
and the name of the country of origin.

clearly both in
b) Cost of Watermark Dandy Roll (if any) should

mentain the period within which the shipment will be

g

and in words.
quoted seperately.

Bank Lid. Head Office, Dhaka" from any
order /Bank Drafl should accompany the |}

be strong and unbreakable till reaching Hud'ﬂ'mcc Godown

10. Tender forms with full. particulars will be available at Estt. (DSR) Division of Rupali
Bank Lid Head office, 34, Dilkusha C/A. Dhaka- 1000 upto 16th May, 1993,

11. Sealed gquotations/indents should be addressed 1o the undersigned and deposited

34, Dilkusha C/ 1000 Latest by 2
should be prominently with red ink
PAPER".

12. Tender will be opened at 3-00 P. M. on

I ff any. in the aforesaid Division of the Bank.
i assigning any reason what soever.

__________.___E:____ _____...__,__
:
g
g
2
g
§
:
|
i
!

in the 7th floor of Estt. Division, Rupali Bank Lid. Head office,
P. M. on
INDENT FOR IMPORT OF SECUNITY CHEQUE

17th May,. 1993 The envelope

I7th May, 1993 in presence of ilenderers

right to accepl or reject any or all tenders without

M.l CHOUDHURY
DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER

Metropolitan

US Ambassador William B Milam inaugurating the art exhibition by Mary Czechan Coldren

at Hotel Sonargaon in the city yesterday.
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Silver jubilee of Itihas Parishad begins

Uphold true history to give
nation proper guideline

A threce-day [unction
Bangladesh Ilihﬂs E‘drlshnd
marking its silver jubilce was
inauguraled here yesterday
with a call for upholding true
history to give the nalion a
proper guideline in the light of
past success, faflure and cxpe-
ricnce, reports [3SS.

Spcakers al the inaugural
function paid tribute to the
memory ol parishad’s founder
and eminent historian late
Professor Abu Mohamed
liobibullah saying he and his
associates had [irst took the
initiative to study and culture
history in Bengali to make the
nation awarce of ils chronologi-
cal past.

National Profcssor Abdur
Razzacque atlended the func-
tion as the chicl guest while
Vice-Chanccellor of Dhaka
Universily Professor Emajudd-
fin Ahmad f{naugurated Lhe
function.

With the Parishad Chairman
Professor Sulia Ahmad in the
chair, the inaugural Munction
held at the ICMA auditorium at
Nilkhct was also addressed by
its Gencral Sccrclary Abdul
Matin Sarker, Treasurcr Dr
Habiba Khatun and Convenor of
the Organising Commitltee
Professor Abul Kalam
Mohammad Abdul Alim.

Profl Abdur Razzaquc said
Prof Abu Mohamed lobibullah
and other historian had dedi-
cated themsélves to a sacred
atm of culturing history in the

Memornial session
on Satyajit Ray
begins in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Apr 23; A
two-day memorial session on
eclebrated film maker Satyajit
Ray becgan at the Allance
Francaise audilorium here to-
day, rcports BSS.

Held in obscervance of the
first dealh anniversary of
Satyajit Ray, the memorial scs-
sion was jointly organtscd by
Chittagong Film Ccntre and lo-
cal Alliance Francaisc.

Today's memorial scssion
included discussion and [ilm
show on lifle and works of
Salyajit Ray.

Dr Anupom Scn prescented a
paper on “Salyafit Ray in the
Eyc of Social Secience” while
journalist Arun Das Gupta read
out a papcr on “ Movernent of
Film Organisations and Satyaiil
Ray™ respectively in the dis-
cussion which was chaired by
Dircctor of Allanee Francaise,
Gerad Oppe.

ECGD training
course ends
in Chittagong

A two day training coursc
on Export Credit Guarantce
Scheme concluded Tucsday al
the confcrenece hall of the
Chittagong Chamber of
Commcree and Industry, sayvs a
prcss relcase,

The course was organised
by the Export Devclopment
‘roject of USAID in collabora-
tion with the Export Credilt
Guarantec Department (ECGID)
of Sadharan Bima Corpoaration
The objerctive of the course
was lo increase understanding
among lhe bankcrs, exporters
and custom offlicials
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mother tonguc to help the fu-
ture gencrations knnw the age
old history of the nation.

With the same objeclives,
he said, Dr Muhammad
Shahidullah and othcr con-
temporarics uphceld the impor-
tance of Bengali language to
the people which later helped
the lcarners a lot in knowing
about the mother tongue. The
octogenarian academician
called upon the present re-
scarchcrs, lecachers and learn-
ers to follow the path of those
immortal persons and enrich
the country’s history, cullure
and language by thcir clforts
for the benelits of the luture
gencerations.

Profl Emajuddin Ahmad
congratulated the Parishad for
awarding [ive historians who
had documented the history ol
the Liberation War of
Tinngladcsh ,

"1 hopc Bangladesh Itihas
Parishad would perform an-
other great duty by sponsoring
the compilation of the rcak
history of Bangladesh's
Independence War,” he said.

Profl Emajuddin Ahmad said
the proper guidclines aimed at
the prosperity could only be
delivered through proper
knowledge in history while a
nation being oblivious of its
own history coulfl be dispelicd
[rom {ts own idenlity.

"History docs nol mercly
deal with monarchs, kings or
wars but it is a combined doe-

ument of the activitfes of
whole mankind which extends
through gencrations,” he said.
The Vice-Chancellor as-
surcd ol best possible coopera-
tion from Dhaka Universily lo-
wards thc Parishad's any luture
basic rescarch projeet on his-
tory.
The thee-day function will
be featured by discussions and
scminars on 22 years of coun-
try's independence, culture

» and literature, history, cduca-

tion system, f[ilm and drama,
music, archaeology, cconomy
and politics, architecture and
arl, philosophy and modern
history and education,

Five get Itihas
Samity awards

Five prominent persons of
the country yesterday reccived
Bangladesh Itihas Samity
awards al the inaugural cere-
mony ol its silver jubilee fune-
tion at the ICMA auditorium
here, reports BSS.,

The awards were given for
their works on the history of
«the country’s Liberation War,
Parishad's gecneral secretary

Abdul Matin Sarker said while,

announcing their names,

The recipicnts arc: Basanti
Guha Thakurta, Maj (retd)
Rafliqul Islam (Biruttam), Maj (
rctd) Abu Osman Chowdhury
Montu Khan ' and Mahbnnh

Alam.
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Opinion survey on Mayor
candidates soon

A public opinion survey will
be conducted soon on possible
Mayor candidates contesting
the coming City Corporation
clection, reports UNB.

This was disclosed at a
press  conference by the
Bangladesh Graduates Associ-
ation at the Jatiya Press Club
Thursday evening. It will also
conduct a survey on civic
problems.

Leaders of the association
said the questionnaire for clic-
iting opinion will be prepared
after discussfon with dl erent
political Icaders. The copics of
questlionnaire will be dis-
:;ﬂhutcd later among the pub-
ic

ASM Moqtar Kabir Khan,
General Seccretary of the
Association, said they would
inform the newly elected
Mayor of the civic problems
and try to advise him to solve
the problems through
discussion on expert level.

They sought cooperation of
city pcople to point out major
problems such as mosquito
menace, irregularities {n
clecaring city garbage, black
smoke of cars, parking prob-
lem, irrcgular power supply,
communication problem and
pressure of slum dwellers in

2 waithm

the city.

On. the basis of qucstion-
naire, thcy will make a report:
and copies of the report will
be sent to City Mayors, LGRD
Minister, T&T and WASA and
Jatlya Sangsad Speaker.

President of the association
Ashral Ali and f{ts Vice
President M Serajul Islam

were present at Lthe press con-
ference,

Bank rate
reduced

The government has de-
cided to reduce the bank rate
from seven per cent to 6.5 per
cent with effect from today, a
Bangladcsh Bank press release
said yesterday, reports BSS.

Minimum flow ratc on fixced
deposits of the banks has been
reduced from 6.5 per cent to
six per cent.

These measures will help
banks to bring down lhcir
lending rate to encourage do-
mestic investment activity, the
prcss rclecase said. However,
for the benefit of small in-
vestors, the interest rales on

“warfous saving instruments of

the government have been

kept unchanged.
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Rain with gusty wind likely

By Staff Correspondent

Weather forecast for the next 24 hours commencing 6 am
loday (Saturday) says, rain or thunder shower accompanied
by temporary gusty or squally wind is likely to occur at a few

places over Rajshahi, Dhaka and Chit
places over Khulna and Barisal divisions with

onc or two

moderatcly heavy falls.

ta.gong divisions and at

‘The Mct office forecasts, day temperature is likely to rise
by onc to two degree Celsfus over the country.

The maximum temperature ol the country recorded
terday (Friday) of 35.4 degree Celsius was reported g;am
Chuadanga and thc minimum of 21.4 degree wu reported

from Srimangal.

Chiefl amounts of rainfall in 12 hours from 6 am to 6 pm
ycsterday were: Comilla-94 mm, Sylhet -42 mm and Dhafa

2Fmm.

The sun sets today at 6.24 pm and rises tomorrow at 5.29

am.

The maximunr and the mmimﬁrn temperature and humid-

ity recorded in some of the major cities and towns of the

country yesterday were:

Citics/ Towns Temperature in Humidity in
degree Celstus percentage
Max Min 9am 6 pm
Dhaka 32.4 26.0 77 94
Chittagang 31.0 255 87 76
Rajshahi 33.9 23.3 71 77
Khulna 32.8 26.0 78 73
Barigal 32.2 25.0 85 92
Sylhet 26.5 33.3 88 91
Dinajpur 32.7 23.6 70 73
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