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-
Indian FM
hospitalised
NEW DELIH, Apr 23: Indian
Foreign Minister Dinesh Singh
was hospitlalized hcre today
suffcring fTrom exhaustions a
government spokesman said.
The 67-ycar-old Singh was
admitltdy to the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
where doclors said he was
fecling beller. Singh was ap
poinicd forcign mindster in a
cabinct reshuflled by Prime
Minisicr PV Narasimha Rao in
January, rcports AFP.

3 missing as boat

izes in Jamuna
T?.MGH."M Apr 23: Threo
p-r:ﬂplr were missing aller a
cargo boal capsized in the
rivcr Jamuna during a storm
today - (Friday). Aneother four
pecople swam ashore aller Lhe
boat sank in mid-Jamuna at
Godarbagh in Kazipur thana in
the allernioon, according to lo-
cal sources. The Sirajgani
bound boal from Jagannathgani
Ghat was carrying two lons of
fertilzcr, reports UND

Demirel nominated
to succeed Ozal

ANKARA, Apr 23: Premicr
Sulcyman Demirel was nomi-
naled by his party Friday to
sucreed President Turgut Ozal,
whose death last werk louched
ofl a scramblc to fill the lcad-
ership vacuum. Demire] tndi-
cated he would acccpt the
nominalion when it s an-
nounced offlictally Tucsday at
the start of the Marliament’s
succession proocss reports AP

3 cops killed in

Amritsar blast

AMRITSAR (Indial, Apr 23
Three police oflicers were
killed and a scrior civil scrvant
was infured loday when a bomb
cxploded In the northern
Indian statc of Punjab,
Amritsar Police Chicl ifardeep
Dhillon sadd. A station house
officcr and two sperial police
oflicers died in the blast which
oceurred in the district of
Bhatinda, some 400 kms (240
milcs] north of New Delbt, he
sald. reports AFT.
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enazir asks army to

conduct elections

ISLAMADIIAD, Apr 23: For-
mer Pakistant Prime Minisler
Renazir BDhutto has ealled on
the army to conduct upcoming

clections, saying it was the
only institution that could
cnsure a clean oulcome,

reports AFP.

Finance Minisicer Farooq
Leghari, a key [gure in
Bhutto's party who was
brought into the cabinct afller

| the government was dissolved

Sunday, said the army had an
"honourable stance ol neutral-
ity and has not dclved in poli-
tics.”

The army could conduct the
polls under the authority of the
clection -commission, Leghari
said at a ncws conflerence,
stressing the new interim gov-
¢crnment was determined to
ensurc [air clections.

P

The call by Bhutto, whose
Pakistan People’'s Parly siands
lcNt of center, represented yet
another step in her rap-
prochcment with the armed
[orces that overthrew her fa-
ther Zullikar Ali Bhutto's gov-
ernment in a coup in 1977,

Balkh Sher Mazari, the
Interim Primec Ministcr ap-
pointed on Sunday when
President Ghulam Ishaq Khan
dissolved the National
Asscmbly and dismissed the
government, has agreced in
principle to Bhutto's proposal,
officials in her party said.

Mazari however said a final
decision would be taken by the
cabinet, which Bhutto's hus-
band Asif Ali Zardari joincd
latc Thursday when 17 new
cabinet-level olficials were
added to the government.

Ishaq Khan ealled for clee-
tions on July 14 alter sacking
the government o Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharil for al-
leged corruption and inefli-
cicney, capping a three-month
power struggle between the
two men.

"We want the cleetion to be
scen as fair and free and its

outcome to be acceptcd by
both winners and, losers. and

the army 'is the only institution
thal can cnsurc this, "Bhutlo’s
political aide - Shafqat
Mahmood said by telephone.
Another PPP official said
Bhutto felt the army was
"neutral”
that the clectoral process
could not be subverted.
Bhutto's call may conllict
with Sharil's stated desire for
the army to stay out of politics,

and would cnsurc °

though Sharil, attending Friday
prayers in his homelown of
LLahore, could not be recached
for comment immediately.

Bhutlto was quolcd in ncws-
papers as saying that the clee-
lions of 1970, run by the army
and won by her father's parly
in what was then West
Pakistan, were the cleanest in
the history of Pakisian.

But potential cracks in the
new government have begun to
show, Leghari said the dissola-
tion of Pakistan's four provin-
cial assemblics was impcerative,
somcthing Ishag Khan has not
yct done.

Leghari said that govern-
ments of national conscnsus
must be formed in the
provinces — Punjab, Sindh,
North West Frontier Province
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Foreign firms allowed
to borrow taka from
banks without limit

The government has de-
cided to do away with a num-
ber of exchange control re-
sirictions {0 make the econ-
omy more outward looking,
maintain an unfcticred trade
and investment environment
and to further cncourage in-
vestment, both local and for-
cign in thec country, reports
[355. | |

The decision was taken at a
high level meeting held yes-
terday at Bangladesh Bank with
Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman in the chair, accord-

ing to a Bangladesh Bank press

rcleasc.

The mecling revicwed the
effccts of the liberalisation pol-
fcy pursucd by the government
during the last two years,

The meeling attended by
the Governor of Bangladesh
Bank, Finance Sccrelary and
high officials of the bank ex-

prcsscd satisfaction that the
liberalisation policy of the gov-
ernment has alrcady started
bearing results and the econ-
omy {is gaining momentous and
banks arc receiving more and
more investment proposals,
Banks are sanctioning projccts
which will gencrate consider-
able job opportunitics, the
press release added.

Under the decision, forcign
and foreign controlled com-

ics operating in Bangladesh
shall now be allowed to borrow
local currency from the do-
mestic banks without any limit
Prior permission of Bangladesh
Bank will also no longer be re-
quired for such firms to take
short tcrm forcign currency
loans from thcir head offices
abroad.

Hundred per cent foreign
owned as well as joint venture
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'DMP bans rallies, processions

Opposition to go ahead
with Apr 25 sit-in

By Staff Correspondent

A joint meeting of Awamt
League and its allics last night
warncd against any atlempt by
the government to obstruct
the slaging of April 25 planncd
sit-in in front of . the
Scerclarial.

"Any such move by lhc gov-

crnment would be deemed as
an act of curbing the pcople's
democeratic right and would be
dealt with Appropriately, the
meeting, chaired by AL Chicl
and. Lcader of the Opposition
Sheikh Tlasina resolved,

The Ekatlurer Ghatlak Dalal

carlicr announced the sit-in
programme as parl of its on-
going movemenl against ‘war
criminal’ Golam Azam and his
Jamaat-¢-Islami Party. The
rogramme was supporicd by
the Al-led opposition partics.

Mcanwhile, the government
last night announced ban on
holding of rallics, proccasions
and other public gatherings
around the Scerctariat arca for
24 hours beginning midnight,
lo night.

The joinl mecting was held
to discuss the Samannaya
Commillee's preparations and
the political partics’ support to
the sit-in.

“The demand of the entire

nation is to try Golam Azam
conslitutionally by a Spcceial
Tribunal - under the
International Crimes Act of
1973, the mecting said in its
resolution,

It said pcople have been
waging movement for last onc
ycar to implement the verdict
of Gano Adalat. At onc stage of
the movement, the BNP gov-
ernment accepted the respon-
sibility of the demand and
signed a 4-point agrcement
with the opposition in parlia-
ment

The.mecting demanded
implementation of the Gano
Adalat verdict,

The mecting noted wilh
concern that the ruling BNDP is
patronising anti-libcration
Jamaat-Shibir-Juba Command
in a planmcd way to mislcad
the people. They arc involved
in anti-nation activitics under
the cover of communal poli-
tics, it obscrved,

Wilhout holding trial of
Golam Azam as a war criminal
the government has brought
the question of his citizenship
to the forcfront, said a resolu-
tion of the mecting.

It safd those highlighling
the tssue of the citizenship of
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‘x.nrnul Enmnnnﬂy Committee brought out a tmch
procession in city yesterday to mooilise support for
trial of Golam Azam and its Apr 25 sit-in progra:
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Raﬁqul on Azam issue

BNP ready to implement
accord with opposition

Works Minister Barrister
Rafiqul Islam Mia yeslcrday
said the government is rcady
to rcsolve all problems relating
to Jamaat leader Golam Azam
as per constitutional provisions
and law of the land.

“We arc ready to imple-
ment the salient [eatures of
the 4-point agreemcent™ the
ruling party and the opposition
in parliament singed on June
30 last year, BNP Jeint
Sccretary General Barrister
Rafique told UND last night.

The agreement stipulates,
among olher things, the trial
ol Golam Azam under the law

and withdrawal of the case

agninst 24 sponsors of Gano

Adalat.

The Works Minister said
cerlain groups, including the
Nirmul Commiltee, are ob-
structing implementation of
the accord through sponsoring
pcople’s court or pcople’s en-
quiry commission which are
contrary to constitutional pro-
visions and cxistling laws, and
such olher activilics.

Referring to the High
Court’s wverdict restoring citi-
zenship of Golam Azam,
Raflque said the government
has alrcady decided to ge to
the Appcllate Division to con-

test the judgement.

To a question on the dc-
mand  for holding trial of
Golam Azam as “"war crimi-
nals”, the minister said {f
there is any specilic allegation
against him (Azam), anybody
can go to court to lodge com-
plaint inst him as there is
no lcgal bar in this respect.

Replying to anothcr ques-
tion, hc said the International
War Crimes Tribunal Act of
1973 was [ramed by the Awami
Leaguc government which
later turned the Act ™ inopera-
tive and_ineffective” thrnqgh

ol the land and constitullon, =~ its activitics and conduects.

in support ol his con-
tention, Barrister Rafique said
the AL government had ap-
pointed a Chicf Presccutor to
conduct trials under the Act,
but the post was later abol-
ished by that government and
no body was prosccuted under
that Act.

*“ BNP rnment s com-
mitted to implementation of
the spirit and objectives of the
country’'s liberation war.,” he
said, adding it is now thc time
to fight unitedly against
hunger, poverty, discases and
illitecracy to materialise the
drcams ol the martyrs of the
libcration war.

Release Azam
immediately :

Jamaat
By Staff Correspondent

Scveral thousand support-
ers of Jamaat-c-Islami Friday
attended a rally and thanka
giving prayers in the down-
town capilal as part of their
countrywide programmes to
cclebrate the restoration of
Golam Azam's citizenship.

Jamaal's Acting Amir Abbas
Al Khan, who conducted the
munajal, addressed supporters
at the post-Jumma rally necar
Bnitul Mukarram Mosque say-
ing "it is a victory of Islam and
truth, not only a victory of
Golam Azam alone.”

"We have Jost our voice to
express gratitude to Almighty
Allah,” the Jamaat leader said
demanding immediate release
of Azam from jail.

He said that the
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Jamaat workers nffenng Shuk‘rnna tthnnk: uwmg prayer at the north g
Mukarram Mosque in city yesterday.
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German environment law
threatens jute exports

By Nazmul Ashraf

The German Packaging
Legislation for Environmental
Protection has scriously thre-
atencd the country's prospect
of jute and jute goods in the
Europcan markct, a highly
placed source in the Ministry
of Jute said yestcrday.

According to the source, all
the 12 member countries of
the Europcan Community (EC)
arc now contemplating cnact-
ing laws in line with the
German legislation with a view
to protecting the environment.

Il the EC countrics enact
such laws providing for the re-
striction on the use of jute and
jute goods, the country's cx-
port earning is fcared to dec-
clinc by 25 per cent, a top ol-
ficial of the ministry revealed.

The European Commission
is cxpected to {ssuc a directive
in this regard, he said.

In view of the situation, the
government has launched ex-
tensive lubl:?dng with the gov-
ernments the EC countrics
to cooperate actively in fts ef-
fort sceking an excmption of
jute from the ambit of the
packaging legislation, official
sources said.

The country’'s missions in
the EC countrics have already
been instructed to explain to
the buyers that jute is an envi-
ronment friendly substance
and it should not fall victim to
the packaging law or any such
law to be cffected In future,
sburces added.
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Yeltsin offers new constitution on
the eve of referendum

MOSCOW, Apr 23: Prcsi-
dent [Joris Yeltsin sought the
high ground in an increasingly
nasty campaign Friday, rcicas-
ing portions of a ncw constitu-
tion he has promiscd to put
forward Hf he wins a vble of
conflidecnce Sunday, rcports AP,

The president's press olfice
also said he had taped a na-
tionwide teloviston address lo
be Wroadcast Friday or
Saturday. The Interfax ncws
agency satd #t would air Friday

Defense Minister Pavel
Grachev, mecanwhile. dcnicd
enrruption allegations -leveled
by the prosceutor gencral
ahcad of the cructal rcfcren-
dum on the President and his
painful connomic rciorma

Grachey calicd the charges
"a political action aimcd at dis-

crediting the government, the
Defense Ministry leadership
and the defense minister him-
scil on the eve of the referen-
dum.’

The prosceutor's office said
Viece President Alexander
Hulskol, a Yeltsin rival, was the
source of the information on

which the allegations were
bascd.

Rulskoi, and Alghan war
hero, has led the charge of

corruption allcgationa central
to the opposition referendum
CAmpign

In addition to voles of con
fidence In Yeltsin and his re-
[orms, volers will be asked o
constder carly eleetions for
president and  parliament,
which 18 now dominaled by
[ormer Communists clected

during the Sovict cra.

Ycltsin has said a victory for
him Sunday will mcan a ncw
constitution replacing parlia-
ment with a bicameral legisla-
ture, something that would
likcly put many of his critics
out of office.

It {s a prospect that would
meet with  wide public ap-
proval, at keast tn Moscow, ac-
cording te a poll rcleased
Friday.

Just marc than 67 per ecnl
of the respondenta‘sald they
would vote lo cleel a new par-
linment. Whilc 60.1 per cont
said they would give Yeltsin a
vole ol conflidenee Sunday.

The poll, by the respected
the Russtan publie opinion
firm Mcenenie, surveydd 1 063
Muscovites by telephone on

Tucsday, Wednesday and
Thursday. It had a margin of
crror of lcss than 3 pre cont

The Kremlin pruss scrviee
on Friday released execrpls
from Yeltsins propoacd consti
tution.

Yelisin originally sought a
referendum that would  give
volors a chance o approve the
oullincs of a now national char
ter to replace Russia s Soviel-

cera constitution. Instead, the
Congress loaded the ballot
with the questinn on economic
reforms, which have boeen

painful for mosl [Russians,

iy Noating portions of the
dral constitution, Yolisin was
clearly secking higher ground
in a campaign that has grown
more bitter by the day

'Coastal embankment

project goes slow

By Inam Ahmed

The progress of the Priority
Works Programme of the
coastal embankment rehabili-
tation project has been found
to be ‘very poor though hall of
the time-frame has already
clapsed.

According to an evaluation
report of the Bangladesh Water
Development Board BWDB val-
ues of works carried out vary
from about 1.3 per cent to
10,7 per cent against planned
values varying from 18.3 per
cent to 38.8 per cent.

The report identified lack
of proper planning of activities
and experienced key person-
nel, too slow mobilisation of
construction ipment and
non-availability of land due to
local people’s resistance as the
main reasons lor delay in

works.
The Priority Works Prog-
ramme s scheduled [or

implementation in fiscal 1992
93 and comprises rchabilita-
tion and construction of em-
bankments on coasl be-
tween Sitakundu and Cox's
Bazar, including Sandwip.

The works comprise recon-
struction of some 79 kilome-
tres of coastal embankments
and construction ol about
44km of newly retired em-
bankments, |7 new hydraulie
siructures, repair of 21 hy-
draulic structures and con
struction of -.lh-nd protection
works.

It was found in the evalua-
tion report that equipment
eould not be mobilised at the
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Utilise popularity
of BNP, Khaleda
asks partymen

Prime Minister DBegum
Khalcda Zia last night asked
her party stalwarts to utilise
the popularity of I3INP properly
in the smooth implementation
of the ongoing devclopment
programmes ol the govern-
ment, rcports [3SS.

She was addressing the
leadlers of Munshigonj district
BNP, Chhatra Dal and Jubo Dal
who called on her at Sugandha
in thé evening. The newl
clected office-bearcrs of dil-
ferent college student unions
of Munshigon| district were
also present.

The Prime Minister asked
the parly workcers lo sprcad
the organisation at the grass
root level by holding rallies
and public mectings at villages,
unions and'thanas and projcct
the current socio-economic
development activities of the
government Lo the people. "We
musl strengthcn our organisa-
tion”, she told the leaders and
said there was no alternalive in
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Athulathmudali
assassinated

COLOMBO, Apr 23 : A I'*":,
gunman assassinaled kcy S!
Lankan opposition leadcr
Lalith Athulathmudali at an
clection mecting here today, a
parly source said, rcports AFT.

Athulathmudali, 56, was
shot in the chest at as he at-
tended a public rally to drum
up support for his candidature
as Chicl Minister of the impor-
tant Western Provincial
Council.

Amnesty allowed

to visit Bombay

NEW DELHI, Apr 23: For
the first time, India has agreed
to allow Amncsty International
officials to visit the country to
investigate human rights viola

tions, the government said
Frday, reports AP,

A team of Amncsly re
scarchers will travel 1o

Bombay, where the London-
based organization has re-
quested permission to investi-
gate rcports that police fafled
lo protcet Muslims during ri-
ois.

Many of the 1,200 people
who were killed during the ri-
ots in December and January
were Muslims, and some
licemen reportedly refused to
rescue Muslim victims despite
repeated requests.

"We have permitted them to
go o Bombay,™ said S P Tancja,
a spokesman for India's Home
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C&F agents ready
to shift office

on conditions

By Staff Correspondent

Federation of Bangladesh
Customs Clearing and Forwa-
rding [C&F) Agcnts Associa-
tions Friday placed fresh
proposals expressing readinecss
to shilt the office at the ncw
building complex under
certain conditions, federation
sourccs said.

A mocting between the au
thoritics and the federation
lcaders would be held today
(Saturday) to resolve the wook:
long stalcmate in cargo han-
dling at the Zia International
Afrport.

At a press bricling at the
Natlonal Press Club foderation
Sccrctary General M Salim
Ullah said that they wore reacdy
to go to the new romplex pay-
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Delhi urged to
lift import
duty for 5 yrs

CALCUTTA, Apr 23: Bang-
ladesh Deputy High Commi-
ssioner Syed Noor Hoassain
proposed India to lft import
duty on all items from
Bangladesh for the next five
years, reports BSS,

It will create an enormous
fond of goodwill in Bangladesh
and may lead to greater eco-
nomic cooperation between
the two countries, he noted.

Addressing members of the
Merchants' C ber of Comm-
erce here yesterday, Hossain

said the Dangladesh economy
would not be able to absorb the
continued trade deficit with
India.

Giving a list of cxporiables
from Dangladesh, he saild, im-
port ol these flems by Indian
imporicrs would in no way
hamper the marketing of stmi-
lar local products since
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