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JU Hons admission

tests timings

By JU Correspondent

Admission tests (o the first
ycar Honours classes of
Jahangir r University un-
der four different units for
1992-93 acadcmic scssion be-
gin tomorrow (Saturday).

Examinations will be taken
in two shiflts: Morning shil
from 10 am to | pm and day
shift from 2 pm to 5 pm.

On the first day, examina-
tlons of the Gha' unit (Life
Science)] will be held.
Applicants bearing
bers from 32001 to 35007 will
appear in the morning shift
while scrial numbers from
35008 to 38900 will appear in
the day shilt tests.

Applicants of the 'Ka' unit
(Scicnee Faculty) bearing roll
numbers from | to 3779 will
appear in Lthe morning shift
while roll numbers 3780 1o
9975 in the day shifl examina-
tions on April 25,

In the 'Ga’ unit (Arts and
[Humanitics Faculty] tests roll
numbers 2400] to 27015 will
appear in the morning shilt
whilc the rest in the day shilt
on April 26.

Tests of the ‘Kha' unit will
be taken in two days. On April
27 applicants of the Social
Science Faculty bearing roll
numbers from 12001 to 15162

JUCSU GS

manhandled

By JU Correspondent

The Gencral Sccretary of
Jahangirnagar University
Central Students’ Union
(JUCSU), Shamsul Tabriz
Mithu was assaulted by
unidentified youngmen in
Savar Court premiscs ycster-

He was later rescucd by the
police on duty.

Mithu went therc to attend
a court summon. His motorcy-
cle was also damaged.

The attack on him was re-
poricdly a sequel to an internal
feud between the local and

non-local activists of Jatiya-
tabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) JU
unit.

Following the incident, a
scctfon of agitated JCD work-
ers of the university blocked
the Dhaka-Aricha highway
from 6 pm to 7 pm.

Speaker visits

Bashanti Guha

Speaker Shaikh Razzaque
Ali yesterday cvening visited a
privale clinic here to sce afling
Bashanti Guha Thakurta, who
is in coma since yesterday al-
ternoon. Besides the Speaker,
a large number of well-wishers
came 1o the hospital to see her
who is sullering from serious
liver complications. Her condi-
tion remained unchanged till
g pm yestcrday, reports

Medical college
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leased after 14 hours Thursday
aflternoon.

The leaders and workers of
the BCL brought out proces-
sions in the co compound
and kept the main gate of the
college under lock and key.

However, there was no re-
port of violent incidents dur-
ing the strike hours.

Juba Dal, JCD
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scvere wounds in his head and
hands.

The agitated activists of JCD
and Juba Dal damaged eight
buses, two private ¢ars and
scveral scooters at the
Narayanganj bus terminal to
protest the police action, cye-
witnesses said.

At lcast 15 transport work-
ers were injured when they
tried to obstruct them from

damaging the vehicles.

Shortly after, the angr
trnnuportywnrkcr- r:nl'nrcuﬁ ]:1
five-hour halt to the movement
of vehicular traflic between
Narayanganj and Dhaka. The
traflic however, resumed at
5:30 pm.

Four ol the injurr.d trans-

port workers were given first
aid at the Narayangan
Hospital. They were chuﬂej
as: Golam Hossain,
- Shahjahan,

Chhatra League and the
Transport Owners Association
lodged two separate cases with
Na

police in connec-

rayangan
tion with the incidents.

Meanwhile, the local unit of
Awami League and the
Transport Owners' Association
in their statements strongly
condemned thg attack on
Shambhu and damaging of ve-
hicles and demanded punitsh-
ﬂt for the persons respon-

scrial num-

will appcar in the morning
shifl while roll numbers 15163
to 18364 in the day shifl test.

AEHennu bearing roll
numbers from 18365 to 22000
of ‘Kha' unit will appear in the
day shift of April 28,

Meanwhile, authoritics have
asked the concerned to en-
quire about the scating ar-
rangements prior o the ad-
mission tests.

Bodies of two

girls found

By DMCH Correspondent

Police late Wednesday night
and Thursday recovered bodics
of two tecnaged girls from
Sayedabad and Gulshan arcas
in the city.

Demra police recovered
the body of an unidentified
girl from a suitcasc lying at
Saycdabad [Dus Terminal
Thursday morning.

A police sergeant on duty
saw a big suitcasc lclt at the
south-cast corner of the bus
terminal and on suspicion he
informed Dcmra police who,
subsequently recovered the
body of the girl from the suit-
casc.
Police suspected that it was
a case of murder and an unnat-
ural decath case was lodged
with Demra Police Station.

In another incident, Gul-
shan police recovered the
body of Anwara Begum, 17,
from a canal in Gulshan late
Wednesday night.

Anwara was idcntified as
the daughter of onc Shawkat
Ali. But no detail about her
death was available until last

night.
An unnatural dcath (UD)
casc was lodged with Gulshan

Policc.
C & F agents urged

to end strike

The authorities have urged
the Customs Clearing and
Forwarding (C and F) agents to
come to terms for bringing an
cnd to their present work
stoppage at Zia Intcrnational
Airport in the greater interest
of the nation, reports BSS.

Although the wecck-long
strike could not allect the ex-
port-import activilics very
much but it (strike) should
end for the betterment of all
concernced, Secrctary, Ministry
of Civil Aviation and Tourism,
Managing Director ol Bangla-
dcsh Biman and Chairman,
Civil Aviation Authority of
Bangladesh (CAAB) stated
yesterday at a joint press
bricling held at ZIA.

Habibur Rahman, Secretary,
Ministry of Civil Aviation and
Tourism said “we arc rcady to
listecn and reach an under-
standing with the C and F
agents.” Despite our all out
sincere cfforts they seemed
not to be “intcrested to have
dialogue,” he added.

The CAAB Chairman said
the authoritics are ready to ac-
cept Taka 18 thousand as of-
fice rent per month from the C
and F agents instead of Taka
27 thousand, the rate earlier
fixed by the government. *"We
are ready to negotiate, but they
(C and F) seemed to stay in the
cargo complex cither frec or
pay very little,” he added.

Movement
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continuc pressing the govern-
ment to fulfil its prior com-
mitment relating to the Jamaat
chicl's trial®.

Suranjit Sengupla of the
Gonotantri Party told this cor-
respondent that dcspite the
Iligh Court's decision to re-
store Golam Azam's citizen-
ship, the cause of the struggle
K trying him as a war erimi-

| emained unchanged.

"A political problem cannot
be resolved in the Court of
law", Suranjit observed saying
"the Indian Supreme Court's
order could not protect demo-
litfon of the historic Babri
Mosque in Ayoddha”.

Barrister Moudud Ahmed
MP of the Jatiya Parly (JP)
while commenting on the legal
aspect of the High Court o
said, "the judgement was a
correct one which was deliv-
ered within the purview of the
existing laws of the land”.

The JP lcader also observed
that the judgement would be
noted as historical, "because {t
relates to a very important
fundamental right of the citi-
zen ol the country”,

Moudud obscrved that the
judgement would also help re-
solve a political {ssue centering
around Golam Azam. He said,
"Il the judgement was other-
wise, it would have made
Golam Azam a stateless person
resulting fn more complication
in the political arena of the
country.”
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Crippled ATP
plane reaches
Dhaka safely

Star Report

One of the engines of an
ATP Aircraft Flight (No 406)
went out of order 15 minutes
alter it took ofl from Sylhet A
G Osmani Afrport at 4.30 pm
Thursday.

The [light, however,
reached salely the Zia Inier
national Airport, Dhaka with all

fts passcngers including
Rashed Khan Mcnon MD of the
Workers Party.

"It was possible because of
the captain's skillful piloting”,
commented Menon who re-
turned to the capital aller at-
tending party programmcs in
Sylhet.

Tribal student
shot dead

KHAGRACHIIARI, Apr 22: A
tribal college student was shot
dead when he along with oth
crs allegedly tried to snatch
away a rifle from an on-duty
Ansar at Mohalchhar thana on
Monday, rcports UNB.

The dead was identified as
Nishith Chakma [I1B). a [irst
year studcnt of Rangunia
College in Mohalchhari thana,
police sources said.

Power Development Board
sources said a group of agitated
youths gheraoed the sub-sta-
tion and assaulted the
Resident Engincer Ananla
Singh Chakma following a load-
shedding in the arca.

The agitators altempted to
snatch away a rifle from the
Ansar while he was rushing to
rescue the Engincer. During
the tussle, an agitated youth
was shot dead when an Ansar
opened fire to disperse the
mob, PDB sources added.

Immediately with the
spread of the ncws a proces-
sion was brought out to protest
the killing,

Politicians failed
to do anything
for people : Kamal

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Apr 22: Convenor.
ol Democratic Forum Dr Kamal
Hossain stressed the nced for
unity of all pro-liberation and
democratic forces to formulate
a ncw formula in order to
change the lot of .the common
man of the country.

Dr Kamal was addressing a
discussion meeting at a local
cincma hall hcre this evening
as part of his country-wide
tour before the much talked
about grand national confer-
ence where he was likely to
float a ncw party,

Dr Kamal said that the ide-
als of the Libcration War wduld
not be fulfiled until the com-
monman saw chances in their
cconomic conditions.

Criticising the politicians,
he said that they could not give
anything to the cleven crore
people in 22 ycars alter
Liberation War which cost an
ocean of blood. People did not
get anything in two ycars cven
after the fall of the autocratic
regime, he added.

Organised by the city and
district units of Democratic
Forum, the discussion meeting
was also addressed, among
others, by Shcikh Abdul Aziz,
Barrister Aminul Islam, AU
Ahmed, Nurjahan Morshed and
Kazi Abdus Salam. Advocate
Enayct Ali presided over the
mecting.

Injunction on
Sonargaon

Hotel stayed
By Staff Correspondent

. The temporary injunction
on the Sonargaon Hotel
authorities as appcaled by
Charuta (Pvt) Ltd has been
stayed by the District Judge
Court Sunday until further
orders,

The injunction prevented
the hotel authoritics from issu-
ing any work order for the ho-
tel's interior decoration to any

[firm save the Charuta (Pvt) Ltd.

Charuta filed the aforesaid
suit claiming that being the
lowest bidder thcy were enti-
tled to get Lthe contract for the
renovation work of Sonargaon
Hotel. It also sought for an or-
der permancntly restraining
Sonargaon llotel and Hotcls
International Ltd from award-
ing the contract to anyone
other than the plaintifl.

The contract for the said
job was however, awarded to
Nasreen Zamir & Associates.

It was submitted on behall
of Sonargaon llotel that
Charuta (Pvt) Ltd was the scc-
ond lowest bidder whereas,
Nasrcen Zamir & Associatcs
was the lowest bidder and
made a technically superior of-
fer which was accordingly ac-
cepted by the Board of
Directors of the Hotels
International Ltd, the owning
company of Sonargaon Hotcl,

Besides, there was no legal
obligations to accept even the
lowest offer particularly 1 (it
was nol) otherwise found suit-
able or compctent.

Barrister Rafliqul lluq and
Barrister Akhtar Imam ap-
peared for the appellants,
Sonargaon llotel and Ilotels

! Internalional Lid.

———
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Provisions] Ordcr (PO-149 ol
1672). that is on March 26.
1971 by fulfilling all three
condfitions required by Article
2 of the said order: e was
born in Bangladesh, was a
pcrmanent resident on March
25, 1971 and on March 26
continued to be so resident.

The Court obscrved thal the
principles ol natural justice
were applicable In all adminis-
tralive procecdings and that
belore condemning a pcrson
he must be hcard and that
even God gave a hearing to
Adam.

As Golam Azam had nol
been asked to explain his post-
tion, Justice Choudhury said,
the impugne government noti-
fication was void from the be
ginning for non-compliance
with the principles of natural
Justice.

*The disqualification notifi-
cation as issucd by the gov.
ernment is declared to be bad
in law, in violation of the prin
ciples of natural justice and
passcd on irrclevant consider-
ations notl within the scopec of
Article 2° of the Temporary
Order, he added

Regarding the contentions
of the Attorney General that
the pctitioner was a collabora-
tor the Court held that collab-
oration was not macde a
ground for disqualification to
be a citizen of Bangladesh un-
der Article 2 of the Order.

As such, Justice Choudhury
said, the matter of collabora-
tion could not come in this
regard as correctly held by the
previous two Judges, who had
held that Golam Azam was not
guilty ol being a collaborator.

Earlier, in August last year,
the writ was heard by a
Division Bench of the High
Court which gave a split ver-
dict.

On that occasion Justice
[smail Uddin Sarkar upheld
the government notification
disqualilying the petitioner
from being a citizen of Bang-

The Daily Star
'HC verdict on Golam Azam |8yl nsails

Italian PM resigns

ladesh while Justice DBadrul
Islam Choudhury held that the
impugne  notification was
illcgal.

On the matter of conduct,
Justice Choudhury held that
subsequent amendment with
retrospective eflect to a law
could not reopen decided
cases, while noting that con-
duct was incorporated into
the Temporary Order by
Article 2(b) 35 days after the
issuance of the impugne noti-
fication, June 22, 173

He also referred to Article
356 of the Constitution which
indicates that penal law eannot
be made with retrospective
eflect.

On the finality clause of
Article 3 of the Temporary
Order, which allows for the
government to remove doubt
in respect to Article 2 and
which decision shall be final,
the Court held that the finality
clause mcans final as to facts
not as to law.

The Court has the power to
cxamine whether the gov-
crnment derision was made in
accordance with law, Justice
Choudhury satd, and this has
been the scttled position of
law in England, India and
Makistan,

With regard to delay in [il-
ing the writ, the Court held
that the delay had been rca-
sonably and sufficiently ex-
plnlm:cr by the petitioner and
as such there was no delay.

"I found that the petitioner
has rcasonably explained Lhe
delay in filing the writ before
this Court apd therefore it
could not be said it sulfers
from inordinate delay,” Justice
Choudhury added.

In view of the Indings, the
Court sct aside the impugne
government notification and
the show cause notice issucd
under the Foreigners' Act and
held that these were void, ille-
gal and {ssued without lawful
authorily.

The court noted that the
second impugne order passcd

‘Bumper tobacco
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and 123,000 this year.

An ecstimated 50,000 tons
ol tobacco was cxpected to be
produced this ycar comparcd
to 33,000 tons in 1991. This is
he highest production since
1984, he said,

The importcrs werc re-
portedly considering the
Indian market more profitable
for them after the change of
the cconomie pelicy and dollar
devaluation there.

"The Indians arc offering a
lower price so the buyers are
preferring their market,” onc
ollicial of the BTC said adding
that “the Bangladeshi compa-
nies were still hoping for some
contracts’, -

Another [armer who culti-
vated tobacco on [ive acrcs
during the scason, said that he
would reduce his tobacco land
next year il he did not get BTC

bacco

enrollment.

I+e said that the BTC he
its cnlisted farmers with [ree

sceds and fertilizer as loan and
also gave them ficld-level assis-
tance for better quality of to-

He mentioned that Bang-
ladesh Leafl Tobacco and Dhaka
Tobacco had been two other
major buyers in the region last
ycar but their representatives
were not in the market yet
this season.

He could not mention the
causes bechind their absence
while company officials were
unavailable for comment.

The BTC officials forecast
that the situation in the cur-
rent scason may cause an
"ominous impact” in the mar-
kct in coming ycars.

Rangpur, ﬁttlagnng and
Manikganj are the main to-
bacco growing arcas in the
country.

Protesters teargassed

* From Page 1 Col 6

The activists came out on
the strect soon aflicr a single-
judge Iligh Court bench pro-
nounced its verdict in favour of
the detained Jamaat lcader
who was stripped of citizen-
ship after liberation for his
anti-liberation role in 1971.

lluge conlingents of law en-
forcing agencies were de-
ployed in and around the uni-
versity campus to fend off any
unioward incident while police
lorrics were seen patrolling

| the city.

The pro Awami League

- Chhatra League (M-1) at a rally

at the TSC Crossing urged all
the student organisations to be
united for a greater movement
against the Jamaat Shibir and
anti libcration forces.

The BCL(M-I) rally was ad-
dresscd among others by its
leaders Pankaj Nath, K H M
Lizu, Igbal llossain Apu with its
President Moinuddin Hasan
Chowdhury in the chair.

The BCL lecaders said that
they would sit with leaders of
other student organisations to
chalk out programmes to
clim{nate the anti liberation
forces from the country,

The BCL will announce its
fresh movement programme
this (Friday) morning, sources
said.
Ganotlantrik Chhatra Oikyo,
a unity of eight left-lcaning
student organisations, brought
out a scparate procession in
TSC arca demanding immedi-
ate trial of Golam Azam in a
special tribunal for his anti-lib-
eration role during the
Liberation War.

It held a rally in front of the
Jatiya DPress Club in the
evening, which was addressed
by Roknuzzaman Rokon, Abu

Bakr, Mustaq Alam Tulu, Aslam
Khan and Khairu! Alam Rupom.

They blamed the govern-
ment for “patronising the lib-
cration war criminals” and
demanded capital punishment
of Golam Azam for his role in
1971 ..

Besides, different DU-based
cultural organisations under

the banner of Sammilita
Sangskritik Jote also demon-
strated on the identical de-
mand. The cultural activis(s
paraded the campus and city
strcets in a procession.

All the organisations
chanted slogans against
Jamaat-Shibir and demandcd
death penalty of Golam Azam.

Meanwhile, the
Samajtantrik Chhatra Front
(SCF) President Bclal Chow-
dhury and Gencral Secretary
Razckuzzaman Ratan in a
statecmcnt called upon the
student community for a
greater movement to exccute
the peoples verdict against
Golam Azam,

Our JU Correspondent
adds, The activists of Ekattarer
Ghatak Dalal Nirmul commit-
tee and Jatiya Samannay
commitiece on hearing the
High Court verdict Thursday
barricaded the Dhaka—Aricha
Highway for one hour begin-
ning [rom 7 pm.

During the barricade, about
20 night coaches and trucks
became stranded on the high-

Wiy

2 killed 1n city
road mishaps

By DMCH Correspondent

Two persons were killed in
separate road accidents at
Shyamoli and Jatrabari in the
city yeslerday.

A pedestrian Fazlur Rah-
man, 45, died as a spceding
bus ran over him ncar the
Suhrawardy Hospital at around
11 am.

[Falally injured Rahman was
rushed to the Pangu Hospital
where he succumbed to his in-
juries immediately alter ad-
mission.

In another road accident at
Jatrabari an unidentified man
was killed on the spot as a
bus ran over him at around
12:30 pm.

Both the bodies were scnt
lo the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCIH) morgue.

under the Forcigners' Act, un
der which the pclitioncr was
being detained atl the Central
Jail, stated that Azam being a
forcign naMonal had been ar-

rcsted for the security of
Bangladesh.
llowever, Justice Chou-

dhury added that this matter
was not argucd in the Court
and was pending in another
Court.

"This Court will not pass
any order as to the legality of
the detention”™ of the peti-
tioner as the matter is pending
before another Court, the
lcarned Judge said.

Golam Azam.was arrcsied
under Foreigners' Act on
March 24 last year. His deten-
tion was exicnded four times
on April 21, Secptember 12 last
year, January 16 and April 15
Lhis year.

Azam leflt Bangladesh on
November 22, 1971 during the
Libcration War and went to
Pakistan, Saudi Arabla and
England till he ecame back to
Dhaka on July 11, 1978 with a
Pakistani passport to sce his
afling mother.

lie Mled an application for
restoration of his citizenship
in prescribed form to the
Ministry of llome Affairs on
November 8, 1978,

The writ petition was filed
on behalfl of Prof Golam Azam
by his son Abdullahil Momen
Azmi challenging the notifica-
tion of April 18, 1973 that had
disqualificd Golam Azam as a
citizen of Bangladcsh on
charges of collaboration with
the Pakistan occupation army
during the nation’'s Liberation

War in 1871.

After the split judgement
ot the writ by a Iigh Court
Division the Chiel Justice,
Shahabuddin Ahmed consti-
tuted a Single Judge Bench for
disposal of the writ,

Atltorncy Gencral Aminul
ITuq appcared on behalfl of the
stale.

Rules for jobs
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asscriced.

The State Minister said, the
forcign employment can help
opcn various avenucs in focus-
ing and representing Bang-
ladesh in the outside world.
Taking this into consideration,
the present government
introduced a simplificd and
time-beflitting policy for
foreign employment, he said.

According to the ncw policy
any person can compele di-
rectly for any post in any for-
cign or internalional organiza-
tion except forcign missions in
Bangladesh and NGOs for
which prior permission from
the government would be nec-
cssary. Selected persons can
normally L{:n the service by in-
forming government.

The meeting was informed
that the rnment servants

gove
could also avail the simplified -

approach of the new policy by
keeping lien of his scrvice for
five years.

"~ The meeling was attended
by Mohiuddin Ahmed MP (AL),
Dr T | M Fazle Rabbi MP [JP),
Sycda Begum Sajeda Chow-
dhury MP (AL), and Md

. Shamsudohha MP (CPB).

SSC exams
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candidatcs and 18 invigilators
were expelled. The number of
cxpulsions under the board are
as follows: Gafbandha — 108
examinees and 8 invigilators,
Dinajpur — 90 ecxaminecs and
one invigilator, Naogaon — 19
cxaminces and 9 invigilators,
Rangpur — 52 examinces,
Sirajgan] — 28, Thakurgaon —
21, and the rest from six other
districts, The Rajshahi Board
oflicials were, however, not in-
formed about the situation in
four other districts under the
board.

~ Under Lthe Comilla Board a
total of 362 cxaminces werce
expelled and three invigilators
suspended.

The number of expulsions
under the Comilla Board are as
follows: Chittagong — 113 ex-
aminecs and three invigilators
(suspended), Comilla — 104
cxaminees, Chandpur — 30,
Maulavibazar — 27, Brahman-
baria — 25 and the rest [rom
five other districts.

In 15 districts out of 17
under the Dhaka Board a total
of 257 examinecs were ex-
pelled. The number of expul-
sions are as follows: Mymen-
singh — 46 cxaminces, Tangail
— 33, Netrakona — 31,
Sariatpur — 22 and the rest
from 11 other districts.

In 16 districts under the
Jessore Board, a total of 101
examineces were cxpelled and
one invigilator was expelled.
The number of expulsions are:

Jessore — 24 examinces,
Barisal — 15 examineces and
one invigilators, Kushtia — 14

examinces and the rest from
other districts.

In the last two days of SSC
examinations a (otal ol more
than 1500 examinees and 16
invigilators were expelled
across the country.

A total of 679,010 candi
dates arc appearing al the SSC
cxamination this year from
611 centres.
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ROME. Apr 22: Itallan Prime Minister Giullano Amato an-
nounced his resignation today at a session of the Chamber of
Deputies. His resignation follows a national referendum which
voted overwhelmingly for reform of the [talian political sys-
tern and comes amid an ever-widening corruption scandal
which has undermined the governing lour-party coalition, re-

ports AFP

Pakistan rejects Indian
charge of Bombay blasts

ISLAMARBAD, Apr 22: Pakistan today rejected as “incorreet

and mischievous™ Indian charge that it had appare

ntly con-

spired in last month's bombings in Bombay that killed 250
pecople. Iindian Interior Minister Shankarrao Chavan told par-

Hament in New Delhi on Wednesday

that a econspiracy ap-

prarcd to have been hatched by Pakistan in conjunction with
an alleged NDubai-based Bombay underworld boss, Dawood

Ibrahim. reports Reuter,

Treurnicht dead

CAI’E TOWN, Apr 22: Andries Treurnicht, the founder and

lcadcer of the pro-a
tion to reform

parthcid Conservative Party whose opposi-
carned him the nickname “ Dr. No,” died
Thursday, the party said. lie was 72. The pa

rty’'s chief whip,

Frank l¢ Roux, said Trcurnicht died in a Cape Town hospital
scveral days after undergoing heart bypass surgery He gave no

nther details, reporta AP
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April 1991 cyclone 1s a com-
mendable achicvement for
which credit is due to the gov-
ernment’'s economic policy-
makers and its political lead-
ership.”

Macro-economic stability
provides the basis for accel-
erating the implementation of
much necded structural re-
forms, the WB's CEM titled

"Bangladcsh: Implementing
Structural Reforms ' says.

Fiscal adjustments in par-
ticular successful tax reform,
have removed the previous
shortage ol taka resources that
constrained full implementa-
tion of the Annual
Development  Programme
(ADP), the WB rcport observed.

The WI3 report also ap-
preciated the acceleratled pace
of reforms in fiscal 1993 say-
ing good progrcss has been
achicved in removing non-tar-
{IT restrictions on trade, ratio-
nalising tarilf rates, improving
cxport Incentives, opening
ncw scclors to privale scctor
initintives, deregulating private
investment, rclaxing exchange
controls and preparing re-
forms of busincss laws.

The World Bank suggests
that Bangladesh government
should also sustain its expendi-
lure rationalisation cflorts,
maintain the momentum of fts
tax reforms and strengthen its
administration of the Value
Addcd Tax.

Accelerating public invest-

Saifur: $1.8 b aid

ment and raising  its cfficiency
is the most important short
run priority and sccond prier
Ity 1s to enhancing external
compelitiveness through a
continuved commitment to a
flexible exchange rate policy
and bold labour market reform
to link wage incrcases to pro-
ductivity improvements, the
WD report suggests.

Iowever the Bangladesh
delegation  at the mecting will
highlight the achtevements
and cite causes for a bit slow
progress at the micro level
during the current fiscal.

Prime Minister Dcgum
Khaleda Zia's cconomic
pointaman Saffur Rahman will
press for new commitments of
project aid of 1400 million
dollar, commodily aid of
around 435 million dollar and
food aid of around 200 million
dollar, a level that is essential
to support the government's
cflorts to raise the GDP growth
ratc over six per cent in the
forthcoming fiscal, Finance
Ministry sources say.

But for Finance Minister
Saifur Rahman the forthcom-’
ing 20th meeting of the
Bangladesh aid group would be
a lough session and
tattves of the donor countries
and agencics will not be so
gencrous this time.

In a changed world aid cli-
mate aflter.the collapse of the
former Soviet Unfon and unifi-
cation of Germany.

Zardari
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advisors | the cabinet was
brought up to 19, still far shy
of the some 50 minister-level
oflicials in the cabinct of
Nawaz Sharil, ousted as Prime
Minister on Sunday by Ishaq

Khan.

Mcmbers of Sharil’s party
predicted turmoil as Mazari
tried to fill out a cabinet,
saying the 64-ycar-old political
neophyte was (rying to bring
in pcoplc [rom disparale par-
ties that did not share a com-
mon philosophy.

*“Thcy won't be able to get
along,” a member of Sharifl's
conscrvalive Pakistan Muslim
Leaguc predicted carlier.

Most of the ncw cabinct
members, were either mem-
bers ol Bhutto's Pakistan
People's Party or Muslim
League members who bolted
Sharil's faction.

Mcanwhile, nationwide str-
ike call paralyscd business and
industry in Karachi today as
merchants small and large
closed shops.

The shutdown was called
for late Wednesday by Mian
Habibullah, President of the
Federation ol Pakistan Cham-
bers of Commerce and
Industry (FPCCI).

Business circles said both
wholesalers and general mer-
chant groups were participat-
ing in the strike along with
the All Pakistan Organisation of
Small Traders and Coltage
Induglr}’. s

The Karachi Stock Exch-
ange (KSE) remained closcd
inday.
In lLahore, Nawaz Sharil
urged tens of thousands of
theering supporters in his
home town here to besiepe the

provincial parlfament on
Sundlay.
Some 30,000 [followers

massed to greet him on
Wednesday when he arrived
[rom Lhe capital Islamabad as
a High Court admitted a plea
challencing his dismissal.

*1 will eome back to power
triumphant,” Sharil told the
crowds.

After a march lasting sov-
eral hours through Lahore,
capital of the populous Punjab
provinee, he asked his Tollow-
ers to stage a peaceful siege of
the provincial assembly (o
show support for his parly's
regional  government.

Mecanwhile, Japan's arbis
sador to Pakistan praised
Sharil today at the opcning of

takes oath

a Toyota car plant, saying he
hoped future governments
would follow his pro-foreign
investor policics,

It was the first time a rep-
resentative of a foreign  gov-
ernment had publicly praised
Sharif since his government
was dissolved.

“The Nawaz Sharil gov-
crnment created an environ-
ment  for foreign investment
and I hope successive gov-
ernments will continue the
policy,” Kuino Muraoko said at
the opening of the first Toyota
Motor Cogporation Plant in
Karachi,

Ozal laid

to rest

ISTANBUL, Apr 22: Hund-
reds ol thousands of pcople on
Thursday thronged the burial
procession of President Turgat
Ozal, a reform-minded ccono-
mist who helped Turkey
become an economic and mili-
tary lcadcr in the region, re-
ports AD.

Chants of "Allahu Ekber”
[God is Great) rose from the
crowd and groups of funda-
mentalists shouted "Muslims
hand in hand!” and "Muslim
Turkey!”

Ozal, 66, dicd in the capital
of Ankara of hecart [aflure pn
Salurday, two days altcr an ex-
hausting tour of Turkic re-
publics in Asia. Afller a funcral
in Ankara, the body was [lown
to Istanbul, where the presi-
dent had wanted to be buried.,

He was buried in a plot fac-
ing the mausolecum of the late.
Premicr Andnan Menderes,
who was hanged alter a 1960
military coup.

Flags remained at hall-stall
as the caskel was lowered info
the grave lined wilh scores ol
wreaths. Praycers for the dead
were chanted. Ozal's two sons
and oflicials shovelled sofl onto
the casket.

Govt to appeal
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against the judgement, saying
that the maticr did not involve
Any conslitutional issucs.

Attorney Gencral Aminul
Hug., who was not present in
lhe Courl on the day, later told
reporters: that there were
other ways 1o move the higher
Courts against the verdict, He
sald that the government was
not satisficd with the judge-
ment and as such asked him to
move the Appellate Division.



