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Stﬁl“l‘l‘ls klll 15 lll Chll’la. Filteen people

were killed in heavy thunderstorms and tornados in southern
China's Cuangdong province last week, two Betfing-funded
ncwspapers reporied Thursday, reports AP [rom Hong Kong.

The storms, which produced hail stones as heavy as 50
kilograms (110 pounds), also injured more than 100 people
and lcft 3,800 homeless, the Ta Kung Pao and Wen Wel Po
reported.

The storms, which caused approximately 100 million yuan
(US dirs 17.5 millton) in damage to the argely rural western
and northern parts of the province, destroycd more than
4,200 homes.

The reports said the storms peaked on Friday and
Saturday, dumping 100 millimeters (4 inches] of rain per
hour and triggering tornados packing winds over 100 kilome-
tcrs (62.5 miles) per hour,

Heavy rains Hnd floods are common in many parts of China
during the spring and summer, eavsing hundreds of deaths
nationwide cvery year, In 1991, China sullered especially
jcavy flooding that claimed more than 3,000 lives.

ThatCheI"S husband i].l: The husband of

"former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher was
reporied today to be sullering from cancer, reports Reuter
from London.

The Sun néwspaper sald Sir Denis Thatcher, 77, had been
reeciving radiotherapy treatment for cancer of the colon at a
privale hospital in London.

The newspaper said the diagnosis was made late last year
but doctors helieved the disease was in an early stage and had
been deteeted soon enough to avold surgery

Britain's Press Association news agency quoted a close
friend of Sir Denis as saying he is certainly being treated for
something and from what 1 have heard, 1 think it is reason-
ably sale to say it is canccr.

The Thatchers were not immediately available for com-
ment,

. b ' » .
Siege of Ohio's prison ends: resciing
inmates filed out of their capfured cellblock as a 10-day siege
of Ohio's maximum security prison came to a peaceful end,
Ohio prison officials said on Wednesday, Reuter reports from
Ohio.

Joe Andrews, of the Ohio department of rehabilitation and
correction, announced the end of the siege.

A document listing 21 conditions has been signed by the
prison warden and representatives of the rebelling inmates.

Live television pictures showed some of the prisoners leav-
ing the ccllblock. At lcast one was carrfed out on a stretcher
and others were scen standing in the grounds with their

arms raised above their heads.

Seven inmates and one guard hostage were killed in the
uprising that began on April 11, when a third of the 1,819
prisoners took over a cellblock and captured hostages.

4 die as

explodes in Pune:

gunﬁ)owder
Four pcople were killed Wednesday when nearly three tonnes

ol army gunpowder exploded at t}n‘: raflwa
Western [ndian city of Pune, Reuter reports

station in the
m Delhi.

The gunpowder blew up when it was being unloaded from
the baggage van next to the engine of a passenger train and
friction that caused a spark was the most likely explanation, it

quoted police as saying.

The explosion blew the roofls off two platforms, it said.

The lour dead were not immediately

identified but police

were quoled as saying they could be the porters who were

unloading the gunpowder.

Koresh warned FBI of-
massive explosion

WASIHIINGTON, Apr 22, Cult
leader David Koresh sent two
threatening letters Lo the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
warning of a massive cxplo
sion, and vowed to use the
children In the Texas rom-
pound as hestages tn prricet
himsell, FBII nfficials said on
Wednesday

The FUI, facing a storm of
criticism and scveral investi-
gitions over its fatled rald at
Koresh's compound, took the
unusual step of making seven
top officials avatlable for a
lengthy background briefing
with rcporicrs.

The officials porirayed
Koresh as a violent leader of
the cult who had no plans 1o
give up. They said he was the

26 injured 1n
Gujarat blast

NEW DELHI, Apr 22. An
cxplosion at a major railway
station in western India today
injured at least 26 people. the
Press Trust of India reported
reporis Reuter,

An objoct exploded among
passengers on the platform of
the Surat City Raflway Station,
it said. It was not immcdialcly
clear ff it was a bomb. At lcast
26 pcople were sent 1o hospi-
tal.

Sural, in the state of
Gujarat, is about 250 km (150
miles]! north of Bombay, where
a scries of bomb blasts last
month kilied at least 250
people and injured at icast
1,400

cause of the fire on Monday
that killed morc than 80 of his
followers.

‘It was David Korckh,
he alone, who was rcs fble
for the violent death of his fol-
lnwers. No one entside the
compound wanted 1t to end
this way,” ong official said,
adding that hc was "sickened
and saddened” by the outcome.

"He would have acted in
this frrational way if we had
wailed for one more day or
151 more days,” said the ofl}-
clal, defending the FBl's con-
troversial rald that used tanks
to knock down walls and [ire
lear gas into Lthe compound's
bufldings.

The oflicials =aid Koresh
scrit Lhreatening lelters Lo the
Fi3l on April @ and 10 warn{
ol massive cxplosion. They
the cult had stockplles of
weapons and cnough ammuni-
ljon to carry oul the threat.

Another lime, Korcsh said
he had the capability to blow
up an army armourcd fighting
vehicle "40 to 50 feet (12 to
15 metres) in the air.”

The Ollicials also recounted
a conversation with Koresh on
March 2, right aller the
fight in which four f[ederal
agents were killed, and said he
scrved notice that the children

were vicewoed as hostages for
his protection
pecaled

The oflicial re that
he belicved that Koresh had
continued to abusc and scxu-
ally molest the children during
the 5l-day sicge. But Lhey
conceded that they bad no
hard evidence to back this up

and

International

Mlddle East talks resume Apr 27

PLO welcomes US declaration

CAIRO, April 22: The PLO
said a dcclnruunn by the
United Stales on Wednesday
that Palestinians could win
scli-government” was positive
rcporis Reulter.,

But the Palestine Liberation
Organisation reacted with cau-
tion to a statement Israel
pledging no more deporta-
tions.

"We appreciate the positive
clements In the declaration by
US Sccretary of State Warren
Christopher. It constitutes a
proper and substantial ground
lor the start of scrious and
conlinuous ncgotiations,”
Yasscr Abed Rabbo, licad of the
PLO Information Depurtrm:nl
told Reuters.

Christopher said: “Through
negoliations they (the
Palestlinfans] can sce occupa-

tion give way to scll-govern-
menl and a resolution of the
final status”,

ile also reaffirmcd that the
guiding principle of the nego-
tations remained 'lh{' idea of
Israc]l trading nccur land
[or peace and “rcalising the
legitimate political rights of
the Palestinian pcople and sc-
curity for all partics.”

On a statement by Isracli,
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
saying Isracl had no plans to
deport more Palestinians for
the time being, radio said.

"Rabin’'s statement is con-
sistent with the US commit-
ments that the Isracli govern-
ment made to Washinglon. We
need to sce a clear posilion
supported by concrete mea-
surcs especially concerning

the return of a sizable number

of deportees and lifting the
sicge fmm the West Bunk and
Gravrn,”

Rabbo arrived with PLO
Chiel Yasser Arafat in Cairo
f[rom Damascus where Arabs
and the PLO agreed to resume
Middle East peace lalks in
Washington on April 27. Aralat
held talks with Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak.

In Amman, Palestinian
pecace ncgotialors said Rabin's
statement fell far short of what
they had been led to expect
afler agreeing to resume peace
talks.

“This is not enough,” said
Chief Palestinian delcgate
Haidar Abdel-Shafi, who had
opposed a rclurn to negotia-
tions with Isracl without sig-
nificant movemecnt by the
Jewish statc.

Hanan Ashrawi, spokeswo-
man for - the Palestinian
declegation, welcomed Rabin's
comment that Israel had no
current plans for future
deportations but said the
Palcstinians had expected an
announcement of concrete
measures to improve human

rights.

Rabbo urged Rabin "to take
an cncouraging political step”
in the next round of negotia-
tions that would lcad to a solu-
tion "to ensure seccurity for
both the Palestinians and
Israclis.”

- "We will test their (Israeli)
intentions in the coming
round of ncgotiations to sce if
they really intend to pursue

_ the peace march,” Rabbo said.

7 more killed in
South Afncan
violence

JOIHANNESBURG, Apr 22:
Six blacks and a whilc man
were shot dead in South Al-
rican townships on Wedncs-
day, police said, reports
Reuter.

Youths poured pctrol over a
nun in another township, state
radio reported.

Five blacks were found shot
dead in a Katlchong squatter
camp cast of Johannesburg. A
sixth, an official of the Inkatha
Freedom Party, main rival of

pihe African National Congress,

+ was shot dcad in a township

|

near Durban in Natal province.

Police had no information
on a possiblc molive but ten-
sion has risen in South Africa's
townships since the murder of
communist leader Chris Hani

11 days ago.

Police said a white man of
German origin was shot dead
in Daveryton, another black
township cast of
Johannesburg, on Wednesday.
They said the man’s body was
found in his truck.

Youths in a black squatter
camp ecast of Johannesburg
poured petrol over a nun and
then stole her car, the radio

reporled.

A military honour guard escorts the coffin urkilh
President Turgut Ozal, placed on a gun carriage, from the

Parliament building to the Kocatepe
Wednesday. Tens nf thousands of

Mosque in Ankara
people and delegations

from 66 countries attended the state funeral.

—AFP/UNB pheto

| Iran asks UN to

on Bosnians

TEHRAN, Apr 22: Iranian

Velayati has asked the United
Nations to end a military em-
bargo against Bosnian Muslims,
official Tehran Radio reported

Wednesday, reports AFP.

It is expected that the
United Nations would lift the
military embargo against and
take steps to create an air and
land corrider for sending aid
in order to relieve the long
suffering of these people,
Velayati said in a letter to UN
Secretary General DBoutros
Boutros-Ghali.

|  The radio did not say when

the letter was scnt.

Velayati offered Buﬁtm-
Ghali further opportunity for
an exchange of views between

peace and end the Serbian ag-

fon.

Tehran has repeatedly said
it would respect UN resolu-
tions regarding the Bosnian
con

But Parliamentary Speaker

All Akbar Nategh-Nuri warned
ummm lh:b UN— ":II
poscd embargo on

parties could be violated if the
inicrnational community did
not succeed in halting the

Scrbian aggression.

Foreign Minister Ali Akbar -

China r~ules out military
support to Khmer Rouge

BEIJING, Apr 22: Cam-
bodia’'s radical Khrmr Rouge
was again warned today by its
principal ally, China, that no
support would be forthcoming
should the Cambndian civil war
resume, rcports AFP,

"China will not support any
of the Cambodian partics in a
civil war,” said Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Wu Jianmin, implicitly ruling
out Chincse military support to
the radical faction.

The Khmer Rouge recently
pulled out of the Cambodian
capital of Phnom Penh and has
been blamed for number of at-
tacks on“UN peacekecpers.

Wu's statements came dur-
_ing his weekly prcss briefing

alter he was asked whether
China would back the Khmer
Rouge, blamed for impeding
the Cambodian peace process
ahcad of national elections set
for May 23-27.

China has insisted for
months that it does not
vide military support for the
Khmer Rouge, which it for-
merly backed and which is
blamed for slaughtering hun-
dreds of thousands of
Cambodians during its 1975-

79 rule of the country.
Wu acknowledged that the

mcc process is in serious dil-
ulty.

“We are very much con-
cerned,” he added, calling on
all Cambodian parties to sctile

their diffcrences to prevent a
resumption of war and to bring
about national reconciliation in
the snutheast Asian nation.

*China will continue to
work with the international
community for the implemen-
tation of the Paris Agreement,”
Wu said referring to the 1991
peace accords which ended 13
ycars of civil war and commit-
led the Khmer Hnulpc and the
other Cambodian lactions to
[ree clections.

China considers the [ull
application and observance of
the peace accord “the best

" to bring peace to Cam-
bodia, the Foreign Ministry
spokesman said.

7 extremists to die

HAEKSTAP, Egypt, Apr 22:
An ptian military court sen-
u.'nm seven Muslim extrem-
ists to death Thursday and 25

others to prison on conviction
of attacking foreign tourists
and trying to overthrow the
government, report AP,

The three-judge panel ac-
quitted 17 others.

The defendants, mostly
bearded and all wearing flow-
ing white robes and carrying
copies of the Quran, chanted
deflant anti-government slo-
gans aflter Maj Gen Mohammed
Wagdy al-Laithy, the chief
judge, read the sentences.

They chanted: “Hosni

Mubarak, you are a coward and
an American agenL.”

To ensure speedy trials,
President Mubarak started re-
ferring Muslim extremist cases
to military courts last October
aflter radicals intensified their
violent campaign to overthrow
the government and turn
Egypt into an Iran-like theoc-
racy.

Such trials normally would
take years in Egypt's civil
courts. Suspected assassins of
Rifaat el-Mahgoub, the parlia-
ment speaker, are still on trial
for the Oct 12, 1990, slaying.

Al-Laithy's military panel
finished the trial of 48 extrem-

in Egypt

ists, six whom are at large, in

44 days. There s no appeal
except for presidential
clemency.

Nine defendants were sen-
tcnced o hang in three
ous trials, bul only two
were in custody.

them

In Thursday's secssion, al-
Lafthy first read the namcs ol
delendants acquitted. He then
scntenced nine defendants to
prison sentences of 3-8 ycars
cach; five to 10 years at hard
labor; eight te 15 ycars at hard
lmbor, and three to life impris-
unmr:nt which in Egypt 1s 25

|

| through

Pro-Yeltsin
~ rally in
Moscow

MOSCOW, Apr 22: Thousan-
ds ol Russians marched
Moscow on
Wednesday in a show of sup-
port for President Boris Yeltsin
four days before a referendum
that could decide his and the
country's future, reports
Reuter.

A group of red-coated
bandsmen led a procession ol
about 5,000 people along Tver
sireet towards the Kremlin in
the centre of the Russian capi-
tal. Numbers looked set to
swell as people arrived from
work,

A group of uniformed
Cossacks in long boosts and
shaggy for hats walked close
behind carrying two gold icons
on long poles, Alongside
witlked a priest in blackrobes.

Zaire may sever
ties with US,

France, Belgium

KINSHASA, Apr 22: Zalre
should scver diplomatic Llics
with the "nco-colonialist, im-
pcriahlt. racist” United States,

France and Belgtum, the ruling

party led by President Mobutu

Sese Scko said here Wednes-
day reports AFP,

A statement issucd alter a
meeting of the Revolutionary
Popular Movement (MPR] ac-
cusced the three western states

of “stoking up hatred, division,
destruction and Infiltrating

merceenaries and terrorists
inte Zaire to provoke civil

Iran and the UN to achieve .

it ., T T
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Off the Record

Cold bath boosts
sexual potency

LLONDON: Rescarchers reported on Wednesday they had
proved what British boarding schools preached for genera-
tions — cold baths are good for you. reports Reuter.

Regular bathing in cold water boosts sexual potency, helps
fight ofl viruses and stimulates circulation, said Vijay Kakkar
of London’'s Thrombosis Research Institute,

"The beneficial effects to the immune system and circula-
tion are certain,” Kakkar told the European newspaper after
initial tests of about 200 people over a one-year period

Cold baths, long associate with Britain's elite private
schools, also improved circulation, stimulated the production
of sex hormones testosterone in men and oestro in
women and helped people with [atigue syndromes, t
scarchers said. .

"They discovered a disciplined regimen of cold baths each
day raised the number of white cells that fight off viruases by
significant amounts,” the newspaper said.

"It costs nothing... it can be practised in the comforts of
onc's own home and potentially can improve our way of life,”
the newspapers quoted Kakkar as saying.

lle was seceking 5,000 volunteers and new funding for
more resecarch into the bencfits.

'Snow Queen’ lefi
men cold and broke

STEVENS POINT, Wisconsin: Police have arrested a
woman who won the nickname of "Snow Queen” for coaxing
men to undress and rub themselves with snow and then
driving off with their clothes and money, reports AFP.

A trial date has not yet been set for Della Dobbs, 31, of
Wiseonsin rapids, who pleaded on Tucsday e three counts of
theft.

Dobbs robbed three men in March, Including two she left
almost naked in the snow, say prosecutors.

Prosecutors say she went with one victim to a hotel room
where she promised to scrub his back if he went into the
shower. However, she allegedly leflt with his pants, 600 dol-
lars and credit cards.

Dobbs met the other two men individually in bars, said
authorities, and persuaded them io drive off with her in her
truck which she parked in a snow covered area.

She left one victim in the snow with only his underpant
and the other in his socks and shirt.

Dobbs faces a maximum sentence of 27 months, i con-

victed on all three charges.

Michael's sister
- beaten by husband

NEW YORK: Singer Latoya Jackson's husband has been ar-
rested on charges of hitting her with a dining room chair,
causing injuries to her face, legs, arms and back, police said

Wednecsday, reports AFP.

Jackson, 36, has been estranged

from her superstar

brother Michael and the rest of the Jackson family since

1991 when she accused her

parents of emotional and physi-

cal abuse. They dented the charges.
Her husband Jack Gordon, 54, was arrested at the couple's
apartment and faced assault and weapons charges. police said.

e

A Phlhpl auctioneer dupln]u the most prized lot, John
Lennons distinctive Rickenbacker uitar as Beatles

memorabilia

sterling.

s under the hammer on Wednesday in
London. The guitar is valued at around 75,000

nds
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China, UK open talks on
Hong Kong's future

BEIJING, Apr 22. Long-
awailed Sino Dritish talks on
ilong Kong's political futurc
adjourncd for the day alter
only a few hours Thursday, a
sign that the negotiations are
going o be difficult and pro-
tracied. reporis AP

Sir Robin MclLaren, Britain s
ambassador to China, said he
would resume talks with
Chinese Viee Forcign Minister
Jiang Enzhu Friday moming
Bolh sides refused io say
whether any progress was
made.

"Earh side needs time to

and in our case W0 re-
o London and long

Kong.” MclLaren Wwid reporters
when he returned (o the
British Embassy from the
Hacyutad State Guesthouse
The two sides are trying to
work oult an mcecplable ar
rangemeni for clections in
lHong Kong in 1994 and 1995

The British appointed
ernor of llong Kong C r1:
Palicn, has enraged China by
proposing democratic reforms
that would expand votcr par-
ticipation in the 1995 legisia-
tive elections, the last under
British rule. The territory re-
turns o Chincse control in

1 997
Although China has

promisced Hong Kong "a high

degree of autonomy” ll't:r
1967. 1t vehemently op
the plan. fecaring it -rﬂ fmd

dissent on the mainiand. China
wanis to maintain the present

arrangement, in which most of
the legisiators are clected by
small, * conscrvative profcs-

sional groups.

Befjing's top offictal for
tiong Kong said Monday that
Paticn's proposals "can nefther
be a foundation nor a starting
point” lor the talks

|

US to 51gn Biodiversity

WASIIINGTON, Apr
President Bill Clinton, t:hnrtin;
A greencr course in environ-
mental policy, sald on
Wednesday that the United
States would sign a Lreaty to
protect plants and animals that

president George Bush re-
jected last ycar, rcports
Heuter

In an Earth Day spcech at
the bolanical gardens, small
indoor park ncar the Capitol
buflding, Clinton also commit-
ted to stabilising the levels of
so-called Greenhouse gascs
cmilied into Lthe atmosphere,

s policy announcements
were a major departure from
the course steered by DBush,
who created major controversy
al last year's Earth Summit in
tio de Janciro by refusing lo
sign the so-called Diodiversity
Treaty and instsiing on a wa-
icred down plan 1o addreas
the problem ol global warming

"We cannot walk away from

challenges like those pre-
senled by the [DBiodiversity
Treaty. We must sicp up (o
them,” Clinton said in an
nouncing that he will sign the
pact, which he said |Is
“critically important” to the fu-
ture of the world.

[Jush said the treaty could
have an adverse cconomic im
pact on US drug manulacturers
and olher busingsses by rc-
stricting their patent rights,
but Clinton said his adminis-
tratjon had worked with busi-
ness and environmental groups
lo assure that it protects both
Amecrican interest and the
world environment,

"We also must take the lead
in addressing the challenge of
global warming that could
make our planct and its cli
maie less hospitable and more
hostile to human ltfe.” Clinton
skl

“Today | recalltrm my per
sonal and announce our na-

lion's commitment to reducing

our emissions ol E}rﬁ::n}l.'ru-t
gnscs to their 1990 levels ?
the year 2000, he added,
pledging that his administra-
tion would develop a plan by
August te carry out his com-

milment

Creenhouse gascx Include
Carbon dioxide rcicased [rom
buming ol fossil fucls, Methane
and Orone Depleting
Chlorollorocarbons (CFCs) that
the United States has already
agreced to stop producing by
1996.

Pledging to stabilise all such
gasces docs noet mean the
Unfled States will stabilise
emissions ol Carbon dioxide
They will be sct at 1990 lcvels
by the year 2000.

Clinton, who benefited [rom
environmental fssucs in his
1992 campaign for the prest
dency. rejected Dush's ofl
stated contention that cnwvi

Treaty

ronmental concerns necded to
be balanced with the ncod to
preserve jobs.

"For too long, we have been
told we have to choose be-
tween the environment and
the cconomy,” he said. "We
think you can't have a healthy
cconomy without a healthy
environment.”

e conlcnded that envi-
ronmental consclousncss s

business, because "there's
a 200 billlon US dollar market
today for environmental tech-
nologies, and by the turn of the
deeade and the century, it will
be 300 billlon US dollars.”

Clinton announced that an
inter-agency group would
asscss current envirommental
technologics and creale a plan
to give US companies Lhe
trade development, prome-
tional cflforts and technical as-
sistance they need to exploit
this market.

Gen Garcia sentenced to
30 yrs imprisonment

LA PAZ, Apr 22: Dolivia's
Suprt:nt Court on Wedneaday
sentenced former military dic-
tator General Luis (‘.‘u;urtin Merza
to 30 in jail jor erimes
rlngu'\gmfmr:'t mass munrder and
torture to wholesale (raud
against the stlale, rcporis
Reuter.

The fve-hour long judge-
ment was read to a packed
courtroom fn Sucre, Bolivia's
legal capital some 670 km
(420 miles) from La Paz and

broadeast live on national
televiston and radio.
Crowds oultside the

Supreme Court cheered as the
sentences the maximum al-
lowed under Beolivian law,
were announecd for the fugt-
tive Carcia Meza, 61, and
dozens of his closcst aldes,

A few hours before the ver-
divt, people across Bolivia ob-
scrved a minute's silence to
commemorate the ruling.

Prestdent Jatme Paz Tamora
called the demonstration a
tribute to “the trtumph of jus-
tice over impunily.”

Among the sentences was a
maximum 30 yoar prison term
for Ceoalonel Luils Arce Gomez.
Carcia Meza's former Interior

Minister who Is now in jail in
the United States for drug
trafficking

The court asked the United
States to extradite Arce Gomez
to scrve his jall term in Bolivia.

Ending a scven-year trial
begun at the request of
Congress, the court said Garcia
Mcza toek power in a 1980
coup backed by army right-
wingers and aided by some
troops from Argentina, then
r'ul'rd by the military régime of
General Leopoldo Galtier.

In his onc-year reign Garcia
Meza was gullty of terturing
and killing political prisoncrs

and mass murder,



