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wth of Dairy Farms

The government have recently announced a
scheme [or providing [inancial incentive to pri-
vate dairy farms. A modest one, this is neverthe-
less a concrete move to encourage growth of
small and medium scale dairy farms in the coun-
try. It will also help open ur new possibilities for
sell-emp nt, especially in the rural area.

Under the scheme, owners of dairy farms hav-
ing five to ten improved varieties ol cows, will be
compensated in cash, equivalent to twenty-{ive
per cent of the investment cost. alter completion
of one year ol operation. Farms having eleven to
{twenty cattleheads will get a cash compensation
of twenty per cent ol the project cost. Each indi-
vidual dairy farm will get the benelit of the cash
compensation only once. The scheme will oper-
ate through the Bangladesh Krishi Bank and the
Rajshahi Krishi Unnayan Bank. A sum of eight
crore taka is said to have been earmarked initially
for funding the scheme. Besides, commercial
banks also are reported to have been advised to
extend credit facilities to the participants in the
venture.

Private dairy Iannl.né has a claim to priority in
state support on considerations of meeting nutri-
tional needs and empl ent generation. The
demand for milk and milk powder is so big that
even a dramatic h in our dairy industry will
not be able to meet the huge demand that now
exists in the country. Roughly five years back in
{inancial year 1987-88, we were importing thirty
thousands tons ol milk powder which is a huge
uantity itsell. This year, imporis are projected at
ouble that figure, l.e. sixty thousand tons, cost-
ing hundreds of crore of taka.

e new scheme provides an instance ol bot-
tom-up planning and will, hopefully, induce

owth from the grass-root level. Grandiose plans
or producin on a large scale in the country
did not yield much of a result in the past. It is_

important that the new initiative succeeds. First,
since eligibility for cash incentive is predicated
on use ol high-breed cattle, the government must
take immediate and substantiive measures (o en-
sure adequate availability of these to the farmers.
Access to livestock insurance facilities for farm-
ers participating in the scheme has also to be as-
sured. Since the farmer always takes good care of
his stock. insurers' risk would be minimised and
they should be able to provide insurance cover at
a relatively low premium. To make insurance
cover more attractive to the participating farm-
ers, there ought to be a built-in provision for no-
claim rebates in the insurance polices. Rebates
due for a particular year could easily be adjusted
against the premium for next year. To reassure
the insurers that they are not taking undue risk
and to tell the farmers that they are in sale han-
ds. the Directorate of Livestock, who would wield
direct supervision over the scheme, should insti-
tule a programme to place the catileheads in the
participating dairy farms under intensive care.

Let us hope that the concerned authorities
would take appropriate steps at the right time to
ensure success ol the initiative..

Cutting Marriage
Registration Fee

Women are unmistakably on the move in Ban-
gladesh. Their large participation in the garmen-
ts industry and road-building and construction
work as well as their progress in the education
sector are surely comiorting indexes. The daily
fare of reports of rape and kidnap and murder of

women as well as the weekly unfailing diatribe

against them by the local mullah support to
the hope that the most repressed section of all
humanily must indeed be on the move in this
backyard of modern civilisation. There is, more-
over, a happy news from Chittagong where it has
been claimed that in the whole of that division fe-

male school enrollment has surpassed that of male.
There must be some other less than heart-
warming side to the coin. A new kind of gender
exploitatton is fast proliferating in the villages
and their rotting extensions — the city slums. A
@itk must marry or become a prostitute — there
.are 1ip other choice for her in almost the whole of
‘aur-society. The [irst choice is of course on the
Jside of life and society, hope and love, work and
Tulfilment which is to marry and raise a family.
The second is, in fact, no choice at all — its a
choiceless compulsion that comes at the end of
all er to resist. Over the recent IS news
has been travelling from all nook cranny of
the country of how that beautiful first choice is
being vitiated. In Bangladesh, a model of
unciel?' in which families guard their integrity
with lierce jealousy, marriage is being used to
grab unearned cash and kind and ended as soon
-as the greed has been satisfied.

. The latest news is from Narail where incidence |

“of divorce is accelerating incredibly. How and
why? Most of rural marriages take place without
ration because the parties cannot afford the
necessary [ee. In the absence of a proper docu-
ment, the man can break the marriage at will for
he has to pay nothing for his act. He is obliged in
no way to make amends for his action or com-
ensate the woman — either religiously or legally.
e religious and legal requirements for a di-
vorce to be accepted have been designed to in-
hibit the incidence of such breaking of marriages
and families. Where these cannot be enforced, as
in the case of there being no registration, the
man [eels [ree to make divorce into a regular
business. And this leads to an inevitable rotting of
the social fabric. |

How can this be stalled and society brought
back to healthier norms? We agree fully with the
suggestions that have been pou in from the
interior: the rate of marriage registration fee
must be reduced making it possible for even-very

oor people to go for a registered marriage. The
and where statistics on birth, marriage and
death is not reliable, can only be pitied. All at-
tempts o get at the brasstack realities of such a
country must prove futile and, as such, all efforts
to orchestrate socio-political action and plan the
future must go haywire. Ours is unfortunately just
such a country.

How would the message travel to the poor
masses, specially the women and their parents
that registration provides a good haven for mar-
ﬂaﬁf to cast anchor? After working for decades at
it the family planning grassroots people are now
having their way to the peoples mind. Cannot the
very big network of FP workers be used to spread
the other gospel of marriage re%)lgtratlnn‘? But
this can be done only after the fee has been cut to
truly humane level.

| this autocratic stcp

BOUT his time of the

year, 40 years ago in

1853, Mr. COhulam
Mohommed, the then Geo-
vernor General of Pakistan,
dismissed Khawja Nazimuddin,
then Prime Minister of
"akistan and his Cabinet Just
prior to his dismissal
Nazimuddin had received a
vote of conlidence In Lhe
Pakisian Constituent Assembly
when his party, the Muslim
League, which commanded
and overwhelming majority in
the assembly, passcd the bud-

. Prior to the dismissal ol
L cabinet, troops ol the
Pakistan army took up posi-
tions around Karachi to intim-
idate any people [rom regis-
tering dissent at the dismissal
of a sitting government with a
clecar majorily in the legisla-
ture.

Ghulam Mohommed was a
former civil scrvant, who be-
came Makistan’'s first Finance
Minister before succeeding
Khawja Nazimuddin as
Governor General on the assas-
sination of Pakistan's first
Prime Minister, Liaquat Alf
Khan. He carried oul this act
ol arbitrary dismissal of the
Prime Minister under the pro-
visions of the Government of
India Act of 1935 which was
till then the basis ol constitu-
tional authority in Pakistan.
[lowever he could only take
because
the Commander in Chicf of the
Pakistan Army, Ficld Marshall
Ayub Khan, gave him his full
backing and dcployed his
troops to give physical support
to the Governor Genceral's de-
crece. Ghulam Mohommed in-
vited Mohommed Al Bogra,
who was not even a member of
the legislature and was then
Pakistan's ambassador in
Washington, to come back as
Prime Minister, on the as-
sumption that East Bengal
would be placated by replacing
one powerless Bengali by an
even more impolent Bengali.
His judgment was vindicated
when a number of
Nazimuddin's collcagues obe-
diently rejoined Mohommed
Ali's cabinet. Mohommed Ali
was however having a hard
time controlling a restive
legislature so shortly aflter
Bogra assumed olfice Ghulam
Mohommed dissolved the
National Asscmbly ilsell. This
act of Presidential discretion
did not go unchallenged. A lcss
doctle group ol the legislalors,
led by Moulvi Tamizuddin
Khan, the then Speaker of the
dissolved National Asscmbly,
filed a writ in the Sind Iligh
Court challenging the dissolu-

From Ghulam to Ghulam: The

Ghosts of President's Past

tion of the Assembly. The Sind
High Court ruled that the
dismissal of the cabinet was wl-
tra vires but Lthe governmeni's
appeal to the Supreme Count
was upheld by Chiefl Justice
Munir on grounds of national
expediency,

Both Ghulam Mohommed s
arbitrary act and ils cventual
vindication by the Pakislan
Supreme Court have haunted
Pakistan's polities for forty
ycars scrving as the forerunner
ol successive assaulls on the
democratic process. Chulam
Mohommed's Governor
Gencralship was followed by
that of Iskander Mirza, another
civil servant, who in turn
paved the way for Field
Marshall Ayub Khan's 10-year
raj. From Ghulam Mohommed
to Ayub Khan and then eventu
ally under Yahya Khan and
Gencral Ziaul Haque, Pakistan
has since been exposed to a
succession of strong chiel ex
ccutives who assumed and ex
crciscd power without refer
cence to popular consent or
rcference to the legislature.
They played with and divided
the politiclans. won some of
them over to sit in tamc
legislatures under an arbil
rarily tmposed constitution
designed to wvest all power in
the chiel executive,

The recent arbitrary dis-
missal of Nawaz Sharil and his
Cabinet by President Ghulam
Ishaq was thus, in its implica-
tions, the lineal dependent of
the first Ghulam's dismissal of
a Prime Mintster. To reinforce
the spirit of continuity, troops
were again deployed in
Pindi/Islamabad as a show of
strength thereby suggesting
that as Ayub Khan had con-
nived in the dismissal of
Nazimuddin, Gen Waheed, the
presentl Chief of Stafl of the
Pakistan Army connived in the
dismissal of Nawaz Sharil. as

did Gencral Aslam Beg con-
nive in the dismissal of Benazir
Bhutto. To show that the past
continues to haunt the present
the dissolultion of the
Parliament by Ghulam Ishaq is
being challen in the High
Court by the fincumbent
spcaker Gowher Ayub who, in a
piece of delicious {rony, hap-
pens to be the son of the late
President Ayub Khan, one of
the first assassin's ol democ-
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racy in Pakistan.

Ghulam Ishaq had already
given a demonstration of his
political ancestry when, 29
months ago, he dismissed the
government of Benazir Bhutlo
without giving her the chance
to prove her strength iIn
Parliament. This act was fully
endorsed by Mr. Nawaz Shartf
whose political colleagues
joined the interim government
under yet another Ghulam,
Mostafa Jatol, who to complete
the circle of frony, had until
recently been one of the prin-
cipal licutcnants of Benazir's
father, the late Zulfiquar AN
Bhutto, in the People's Party.
To show that those who sow
bad seed must eat its bitter
harvest the new interim gov-
ernment contains members of
Nawaz Sharils cabinet and
party who had been won over
by Ghulam Ishaq and/or the all
powerful Inter Services
Intelligence (181) who have for
many ycars kept a stable of
Pakistani politician's in their
pocket. Benazir has thus re-
turmed Sharifs compliment
to her with a bonus, by under-
writing Ghulam Ishaq's consti-
tutional coup. In return her
party will sit in the interim
government which will hold
clections within 90 days. She
has designated Farooq Leghart,
a former CSP officer from a
prominent landed family in the
Panjab, now the second-in-
command in the PPP, to join
the interim government of
Balakh Sher Mazari another
prominent landowner f[rom
Dera Ghazi Khan who has been
in and out of the Muslim
League.

Nawaz Sharil should again
be reminded of the day when
I'resident Ziaul Huq dismissed
his own hand p‘:chcd Prime

Minister, Mohommed Khan
Juncjo with the full support of

Nawaz Sharil who divided the
Muslim League against his own
parfamentary leader in sup-
port of Ziaul Haque's arbitrary
act ol dismissal of Junefo, so
he continucs to reap t he
has sown.

Under the circumstances,
Pakistanis who do not suffer
[rom an cxtreme case of am-
ncsia will shed few tears for
Nawaz Sharilf who has twice

before connived in similar acts

of Prestdential autocracy. It
was his act of lese majesie in
sceking 1o amend the constitu-
lion which vests thcsc arbi-
trary powers in the President
to dismiss a government,
which carncd him the wrath of
the aging President and led 10
his cventual dismissal. Ziaul
llaque had put this provision of
arbitrary power in to the
constitution o make sure that
all members of parllament
would remember that their
stay in parHament depended
on the will of the President
rather than the support of
their constituents. Threats to
lamper with the powers of the
President were at the source
of the dismissal of Junejo.
Benazir and now Nawaz Sharil,

In years to came, If in fact
Benazir is re-clected o power,
she too may come to regret
her support and possible con-
nivance in Ghulam Ishaq's as-
saull on the democratic pro-
ccss. Her sensc of vindication
al a similar connivance by
Nawaz Sharil will not win her
any support as a principied
upholder of the J:-mcr-tlc
tradition so that she too may
reap her own bitter harvest
when she challenges the arbi-
trary powers of the President
and the sources of his power,
the armed forces of Pakistan.

It is not certain where this
process will end. Pakistan's
court’'s have demonstrated a
tradition of expediency,
upholding the excrcise of arbi-
trary power. Il they do not do
s0 this timesLhen it will have to
be secn whether the law is
stronger than the army which
conlinues to be the ultimate
source ol constitutional
The source of arbitrary execu-
tive power in Pakistan has Lthus
always been the army who
have s had to underwrite
the assaults on decmocracy by
powecr hungry burcaucrat
Presidents.

This time round howecver
the exercise of arbitrary power
may not pass unchallenged.
Nawaz Sharil has the supreme
asscl that he is a Panjabl. From
the days of Nazimuddin,
through to Zulfiquar Al
Bhutlo, Mohommced Khan
Juncjo and Benazir [Jhutlo the
viclims ol Presidential auloc-
racy have originated from the

powcricss arcas of Pakistan.
Nawaz Shartf on the other
hand comes from the heart-
land of powcr stnce two thirds
of the army is Panjabi He
commands considcrabie popu-
lar support In the Panjab
where he wils deemed by many
as a competent, if not finan-
cially scrupulous. Chief
Minister and was indeed wcll
recgarded there as I’rime
Minister | was rccently at a
scminar with Nawaz Sharifls
Finance Minister, Mr.  Sartaj
Aziz, a Pathan, who was full of
praise for the qualitics of head
and hcart of Nawaz Sharifl
Sartaj Aziz {s now no longer
Finance Minister and has come
oul in support of Sharif stating
that the economy is in gnod
shape. We read that the busi
ncss community in Pakistan is
threcatening a strike in support
of Nawaz Sharil who was the
lirst businessman te became
Primec Minister of Pakistan
Western aid donors and for-
cign investors arc also im-
pressed by Nawaz Sharils am-
bitious programme of market
rcformsa. Sharil can thus com-
mand a diverse mcasure of
support from traditional areas
of infllucnce In Pakistan. So the
game in Pakistan is far from
over,

Now that everyone from the
army, the President, the
Courts, the Muslim Leaguc and
even Lhe People's Party have all
compromised Lthcmselves who
is left to uphold democratic
values in Pakistan? It is not
surprising that Pakistanis have
become cynical and now see
that democracy 1Is ltkcly to
[unction only through the
courtesy of the armed forces
and their geriatric proxies in
the Civil Serviee, who will al-
ways remain ghulam’s of the
military establishment. llow
far this process will continue
in a world where democratio
values are spupposedly becom-
ing dominant in the political
culture is to be scen. My suspi-
cion is that Pakistan is Hkely to
go through a protracted pro-
cess of instabilty until such
time as its armed forces can be
persuaded to stay out of poli-
tics and let the people and
their elected resentatives
have the final say in determing
the process of political
succession.

Lessons for Bangladesh

We in Bangladesh may (ake
appropriate lessons from Lhe
course of cvenis in

Pakistan. We have a shared po-
litical ancestry and have al-
ready been infected by the
germ of arbitrary exercise of
power which carried over :
w&w

has been manifest in the frecly

given vote of the people In
February 1991 and the retum

of power from the all powerful
Presidential executive to the
legislature, following the re-
peal of the Fourth Amendment.
it s however a fragile tradi-
tion where indeed state

was transferred thmug: the
democratic process for the
first time since 1954 when the
Jukto Front took office for its
very briel tenure before it was
arbitrartly dismissed the
same CGhulam who
dismissed Nazimuddin.

it will thus take a great deal
of political maturity and fafth
in the democratic process
from the clectorate to see that
our democratic traditions are
sustained. This will demand a
commitment by our political
leaders to a culture of democ-
racy within thetr own adminis-
tration and party and a
attemnpt to establish
racy al the grass roots. Uniess
the common people of
Bangladesh or indeed Pakistan
are given a stake in the viabil-
ity of the democratic order
they see that demoeracy
can maltcrially improve their
lives, reduce their insecurity

both from market forces and
the arbitrary behaviour of the
administration, political touts
and armed brigands, they will
remain unmoved by threats to
their democratic institutions.
Uniless the people are con-
sulted through revitalised in-
stitutions of government,
in the work place and in other
arcas of civil socicty, they will
remain uninvolved in the de-
fense of the democratic pro-
cess. It is only when our com-
mon people feel that democ-
racy has meaning for them that
they will come out to defend
the process against arbitrary
usurpation. It is only when the
encmies of democracy know
that in every corner of
Bangladesh or Pakistan lakhs
of people will take to the
streets in defence of their
democratic rights that we can
be sure that democracy has
come to stay and that we will
have finally exercised the

ghost of Ghulam Mohammad.

With

IVIL war, famine

erippling forcign debts

are just a:few of the
terrible problems ! alllicting
sub-Saharan Alrica. The world
has wailcd a long time to hear
a good-luck story from the
continent. At last it has arrived
in the shape of Eritrea.

Or so belicve the United
Nations, the aid agencies and,
if its pledge of $132 million
for reconstruction projects is
anything to go by the World
Bank.

From April 23 to 25 the
Eritrcan people will vote in a
UN-sponsored referendum on
independence from Ethiopia.

.Few doubt the outcome will be

overwhelming support for au-
tonomy.

Located on the Red Sea,
just above thc calamity-
stricken Horn of Aflrica,
Eritrea might sccm an unlikely
home for optimism. Its 3.5
million pecople only recently
emerged [rom years of chronic
famine and the longest civil
war in African history. From
1961 until 1991, Eritrca was
plunged in a bitter struggle for
independence from Ethiopia,
which annexed the rcgion in
1962.

Against all the odds — nu-
merical and military inferiority
— the Eritrean Pcople's
Liberation Front (EPLF) de-
feated the forces of President
Mengistu's Derg regime and
libcrated the territory in May
1991. After the collapse of the
Soviet-backed Derg, the new
government in Addis Ababa,
the Ethiopian People's
Revolutionary Democralfc
Front (EPRDF), dcclared sup-
port lor Eritrcan demands for
sclf-determination and for a
refcrendum on the country's
future.

Issaias Afwerki, Sccretary-
Gencral of the Provisional
Government of Eritrca (PPGE),

Female doctors

Sir, Now-a-days in almost
all good residential areas of
Khulna city and, presumably,
other citics in the country,
many attractive signboards of
female medical practitioners,
in. bright colours, instantly
catch sights of the passerby.
Interestingly enough, one is
amazed to find most of these
lady physicians posing them-
sclves as female disease spe-
cialists or child disease spe-
cialists or both. They are gen-
erally spouses of male doctors.
Certainly none of the patients
bothers to verify their qualifi-
cations. But there are reasons
to make one believe that these
lady doctors claim themselves
as 'female disease specialists’
only by virtue of their sex.

High Hop

Slow " but sure y,

Jritrea is emerging from

ears of chronic fanmif

> and the longest civil

es Eritrea Goes to thé

David Orr writes from Asmara, Eritrea

war in African history. From 1961 until 1991, Eritrea fought a bitter struggle for in-
dependence from Ethiopia. The government estimates it will cost $2 billion just to repair the
damage.. As Eritreans prepare for a referendum,April 23-25, Gemini News Service reports
on the optimism of a country trying to stand on its own feet after three decades of war.
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MTH'E&J{HI!WTM. EPLF fighters at the Ministry of

information, Asmara, where they both now work. Abeba is a librarian, Selamawit a

journakist

says: "This rclecrendum is a
very significant milestone in
the history of our country. OQur
fight has been a long one and
we are the last nation in Africa
to gain [recdom. This vote will
secure recognition of our in-
dependence by the interna-
tional community.”

The votc will also mark an
historic confirmation of the
long-disputed colonial bound-
aries laid down by Italy, which
ruled Eritrea from 1890 until
its delcat by Britain during
World War Two. From 1941

unti]l its UN-sanctioned fed-
cralion with Ethiopia in 1952
Eritrea was a British protec-

torate,

Alwerki is keen to dismiss
any notion of Eritrean seces-
sion as a blueprint for the
Balkanisation of the continent.
He says: "It is difficult to say

our cxample should be copied
elsewhere in Africa. We have

reached this stage aller a con-
tury of struggle.”

"Whether we like it or not,
the colonial boundarics are the
basis of Afrcan nationhood, |
do not belicve our indepen-
dence will have a domino ef-
fect. The fragmentation of
Alrica along ethnic lines would
be disastrous and endless.”

A commitment to multi-

party democracy has bcen a
cornerstone of EPLF policy
since 1987 and the PGE in-
sists that after the establish-
ment of constitutional gov-
ernment, the Liberation Frent

- will dissolve itsell. If so, it will

become the [irst insurgent
movement in modern history
to do so.

For the time being, Eritrea
is enjoying a honcymoon pe-
riod. The mood of its capital,
Asmara, is buoyant and celc-
bratory. Everywhere, fine colo-
nial and Art Deco bui are
being decorated in time for
the refcrendum. The stalls of
the Muslim quarter's bustling
markelplace are piled with
fresh produce. Along palm-
lined Liberation Avenue and in
the streets behind the Roman
Catholic cathedral, cale society
takes its ease with cappucecino
and pastrics.

IHHowever, Eritrea's spirited
emergence into nationhood is
tempered by the sobering real-
ities of decay and destruction
suflcred over the past decades.
Nearly every flamily lost a
mcmber in the war. Somc
80,000 martyrs, including
60,000 EPFL fighters, died in
the libcration struggle. Tens of
thousands of children were
orphaned and countless thou-
sands of pcople were disabled.
In every village and town they
arc to be se¢en on crutches and
in wheelchairs.

Nonc of the 100,000 fight-
ers — one third of them
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After all, MBBS courses for
male and female doctors are
necessarily the same.

To earn one's own bread is
a good idea indeed; but the
tactics as have been adopted by
some so called ‘female and
child disease specialists' are
not only against the code of
ethics, but sheer violation of
rule of law, il they are not as
much qualified doctors but
have gained some basic knowl-
edge from their physician hus-
bands or so.

Time has come that some
sort of investigation should be
conducted by the Medical
Associations, if not by the
Government. It would be wise
for such general female doc-
tors, and advantageous for the
gerreral public, if they start
general practice and allow

male patients to call on them.
There is no reason why they
should not treat male patients.
Are they still afraid of any ha-
rassment when women are
working in mills, factories and
offices side by side with their
male colleagues?

There {s acute shortage of
qualified doctors in the coun-
try. If [emale physicians step in
the field of general practice
like their male counte i |
will certainly help to a great
extent in attaining the goal:
Health for All by 2000, and will
also reduce the burden of over
engaged male medical practi-
tioners and at the same time
the scope of quacks. The
MBBS female doctors should
better do general practice In-
stead of confining them to at-
tend female patients only by

posing as [emale disease or
child disease specialists. Wit-
hout real specialisatfon, such
practice may, at times, play
havoc te the women and child
patents.

K R Zakhmi
69, Khan Jahan All Road,
Khulna

Pay scales at BAI

Sir, Anomalies in the pay-
scales of Professor and Asso-
ciate Prolessor of Bangladesh
Agricultural Institute (BAI),
Dhaka have been prevailing for
the last several ycars. Many
approaches have so [ar becen
made to the competent au-
thorities for removing the
anomalics but no fruitiul result
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womcen — has been demeo-
biliscd. Worse still, nearly
500,000 Eritrcans still lan-
guish in Sudancse relugee
camps. The PGE wants their
return, but there arc no jobs
and in many cases no homes
for them to come back to.

The main problem s the
economy, which lies in ruins
alter decades of fighting, ne-
glect and economic misman-
agement. The PGE estimates it
will cost 82 billion just to re-
pair the damage and return
Eritrea to its pre-war status as
one of Africa’s most industri-
alised nations. The 40 public

Pe ople

sector factories standing idle -

in May,” 1991 — textiles,
footwear, beverages and other
such light industry — are run-
ning at only one-third capacity.

The agricultural sector,
which sustains 90 pcr cent of
the population — most pcople
being [armers at subsistence or
below-subsistence level — has
also been devastated. Eighty
per cent of the country still
rclies on food aid and the es-
timated annual per capita in-
come of 8115 is among the
world’s lowest.

Musie Tesfaston, headman
of Addi Konesti, a highland
farming community of 1,800,
northeast of Asmara, says: "Last
ycar's rains were the best in
30 years. But we only have 100
oxcn, so we couldn't plough
most of the land. We ealt every-
thing we grow and still people

go-hungry.”

e e e . — s —

" ———

has yet been achiceved. The in-
cumbents are sullering [from
frustration.

The Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute (Collcge) is a technti-
cal education institution offer-
ing four years B Sc Ag (llons)
Degree course under the aca-
demic control of Bangladesh
Agricultural University,
Mymensingh. The government
has yet to decide who will con-
trol the administration of BAFL
Till now the BAI is [unctioning
undecr the administrative con-
trol of Bangladesh Agricultural
Rescarch Institute (BARI),
Gazipur although, a few
months back, the Ministry ol
Agriculture (MOA), vide a cir-
cular, made it public that the
MOA will take over the charge
of administration of BA] as per
a cabinct decision lollowing

Nearby, an Eritrean
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to a gathcring of villagers: tick
the blue paper for Yes, the red
for No to independence.

This is a harsh, barren land.
Yet signs ol regeneration and
sclf-help are everywhere. Just
oulside the neighbouring
community of Addi Yacob, a
500-strong voluntary labour
force is bullding a reservoir to
collect rainwater for horticul-
ture as well as for human and
animal consumption.

Much of the country's in-
frastructure was shattered.
The once-fine raflway linking
the capital to the Red Sea port
of Massawa is no more.
historic Turko-Egyptian city
was all but campﬁ:l:ly de-
stroyed by Ethiopian bombing
and shelling after its liberation
by the EPFL in early 1990.

Yel, Massawa is slowly dust-
ing itself off to assume an im-
portant role in' the business of
cconomic recovery. The city is
strategically located for ex-
ploitation of the country's
greatest natural asset: fish,
Such is the capacity of the ma-
rine industry for revitalisation
that the United Nations
Development Programme (s
backing a 85 million fisheries
scheme, which starts in April.

It is on such positive notes
that the people and the inter-
national ncies are concen-
trating. Despite having nine
languages and two major reli-
gions, Christianity Islam,
Eritrea suffers no real ethnic
or religious tensions. Above all,
the Fritreans are committed
to rcgenerating their country.
They will accept outside help,
but ultimately they want to
stand on their own feet.

DAVID ORR is a British
[freelance journalist.
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rejection of the DBAl's demand
and expert commitice's rec-
ommendation for sanctioning
academic and administrative
autonomy in the pattern of
Bangladesh Institute of
Technology. God knows what
would be the [ate of BAI one of
the oldest educational (nstitu-
tions of Lthis subcontinent, es-
tablished by Sher-e-Bangla A K
Fazlul Haq during the tough
Hrilish period.

Whatever the consequence
may be, we earncstly call upon
the higher authoritics to solve
the long standing pay-scalc
problem ol BAl's Professors
and Associale Profcssors

M Zahidul I lague
Assistant Professor,
[langladesh Agricultural
Institute, Dhaka



