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Dhaka Day by Day ==
| The Rickshaw Healers

i

il
=

SHAEIER 7 2|

As a modc of transport, the rickshaw is
probably one of the best things that has hap-
Hcned to Bangladesh. Where would we be, if we
did not have that wondcrful three-wheeler,
madly carccning down the centre of the road,
defying the traflic rulcs, the cars and all sem-
blance of sanity. The doctors would earn lcss,
that's for sure because there would be less
people with blood pressure. The rickshaws
contribute very positively to that end as any-
body who has had the courage to drive in
Dhaka will testily. The most nonchalant in the
cnlirc business is the policeman, who just
stands there merrily ignoring lifle and the rick-
shaws as it all rushes pas: crazily. Lucky soul,
you mutter. The policeman you mean.

But just as the rickshaws add to the conve-
nicnce during the floods and the hartals when
they are lifc-savers, literally, they have also
managed to add to the miscrics of the Dhakaite
all but unwittingly. And this ncwcest form of
misery comes in the forra of the 'healers' of
the rickshaws. And thes: healers come in the
shape of the little shops which have mush-
roomed on the roadside catering to the de-
mands of the rickshaws in the form ol repairs.

Admittedly, {f the cars can have garages
where they can go from tine to time to fix the
odd tyre or the horn which sounds funny, why
cant the 'rickshaw-walla' take his littlc picece of
livelihood to a shop to be cured? Scnsible way
of looking at things. But “hen, the point here is
that the car-mender' does not sit right in the
middle of the payement, much tq the harass-
ment of the pedestrian and the p;s-cruby. That
little shop is tucked away somewhcere in the
by-lancs of the city, and except when the little
boy from there' is sent arouund to pinch the lit-
tle extras from the neighbours’ cars lto cater
for the customers’' demards, he is not really
bothering anybody. And in fact is offering em-
ployment to a whole lot cf people.

But the little rickshaw-shop endlessly fixing
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the rickshaw tyres, 'spokes’, seats, you name
it, is a real pain in the neck. From ecarly mom-
ing to well past the bewitched hour of mid-
night, that ‘'rickshaw repair’ shop is enough to
drive one up the wall. If heavens forbid, the
man has decided that the shade provided by
the mange tree al your gate is the ideal spot
for him to open shop. Let the good Lord pre-
scrve your sanity. For along with the repair-
shop of course comes the incvitable hnngeru-
around, who sit there sipping their endless
cups of tea, from the ‘tea walla’ who has also
magically materialised to look after the wellare
ol the 'repairer’ with his shanty tea stall. It's
quite a vicious cycle peally, The vocal accompa-
niment of these guys is somcthing else.
Slecpless night aflter slecpless night is spent
by you as thcy hammer away at the tyres, etc. of
that rickshaw all the whilc telling his compan-
jons of all hours, all about his mother-in-laws’
ancestors, his cldest daughters-in-laws’ and his
wifc's latest misdeed. You spend your hours
closcted behind your front door trying to ig-
norc him while the pedestrian is nimbly jump-
ing up and down on the pavement trying to
avoid the flying nails and hammoers.

The ‘law enforcing agencies' in the mean-
time, seem to have lost all sense of purpose of
course beecause not once do you see them tak-
ing a firm view of the situation and asking
them to move away from the pavement to some
other spot wheree they would be less bother-
some to the public. Of course, their interest in

the ‘rickshaw rgpaic. = ia in direct -
tion to the liufl:F ln;:nml:hm make on m

from the harassed repairer. The odd taka or -

two sliding regularly into the outstretched

Im of the law enforcer is enough for him to
E-k the other way. He is happy, the rickshaw
‘repairer’ is happy and the 'rickshaw-walla’ is
happy. If the poor Dhakaite is unhappy, the
problem s minor. He would be well advised to
‘join the crowd.’
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Dr Ahmndulﬂh Mian Director

of UCEP lpelhing nt“;a pres conference at Jatiya P'rt

Club in city on the occasion of the organisation's 20th founding anniversary

yesterday. Story on Page 7

— Btar photo

Post Box-8, Court Road,
Brahmanbana

PT/LP-3292-93

ol profcssional Dralung Machinc/ Table.

payment of Tk. 5(/- (Non-Refundabie).
Tender schedule should be
at our Offices (1) Procurcment

Bangladesh Gas Fields Company Limited
(A Subsidiary Company of Petrobangla)

Tender Notice

Scaled Tenders in respective Ieticr heads are herchy invited
[rom the bonalide busincssmen/ Firm /Suppliers for supply

Tender schedule contaming details speeification, icrms and
conditions can bc obtamncd [rom our OfTices (1) Court Road, |
Brahmanbaria (2) 97, Purana Pahan, Bijoy Nagar,
Dhaka-1000 and (3) Bapcx Comple», 3rd Floor, Port |
Connecting Road. Chittagong between § am to 12 Noon on
all working days, [rom Sunday 1o Thursday against cash

dropped in the icnder Box placed
anment, Paikpara,
Brahmanbaria (2) 97, Purana Palian, Bijoy Nagar, Dhaka
1000 and (3) Bapcx Compilcx, Port Connectin
Pahanal, Chitagong latest by 11.00 am on 05-05-93 and

System loss in
power reduced
to 35 pc

Energy and Mineral re-
sources Minister Dr Khan-
daker Mosharral Hossain yes-
terday called upon the officials
and employees working in
power sector to sustain their
concerted efforts for reducing
system loss of electricity to an
acceptable level, reports BSS.

The Energy Minister was
addressing as chiel guest the
installation ceremony of Dhaka
Electric Supply Authority
(DESA} Sramik-Karmachari
Union at Narayanganj.

The meeting was also ad-
dressed, among others, by ad-
vocalc Abul Kalam MP, Prof
Razaul Karim MP, C B A
General Secrctary ol PD B Za-
frul Hasan, C B A President and
General Secretary of DESA Ab-
ul Hossain and Kazi Mosharral
llossain respectively.

Dr Mosharral Hossain said
the national system loss of
clectricity had been brought
down from over 42 per cent to
around 35 per cent due to the
rcalistic measures taken by the
present rnment. He, how-
ever, said that systcm loss of
clectricity ranging from gener-
ation to distribution should not
be over 25 per cent. He urged
all concerned to sustain the
reducing trend of electrieity
sysicm loss already initiated in

sector in recent- t.

Giving a break-up of reduc-
tion system loss in DESA, the
Energy Minister said that the
electricity system loss in DESA
in February last was 29.09 per
cent as against over 38 per
cent in September, 1991, .
Electricity system loss of DESA
should not cross the limit of
15-17 per cent as it was still
entrusted with distribution

.nctwork only, he added.

'Private schools,
colleges getting
govt attention'

Education Minister DBar-
rister Jamiruddin Sircar
yesterday said the government
was giving due importance to
devclopment of the non-gov-

ernment educational institu-
tions in the country, rcporis
BSS

The Education Minister was
spcaking as chiefl guest at the
conchuding funetion of a two-
day training programme for
the enumerators and supervi-
sors ol the survey programme
of the non-government educa-
tional institutions here.

Presided over by director of
Bangiadesh Burcau of Educa-
tional Information and Statis-
tics (BANBEIS) Anwarul Hoq
Khan Mojlish, the lunction was
also addressed by Director
Gencral of Secondary and
Higher Education Profl M
Ennus Mia.

The Education Minister
said the non-government edu-
cational institutions were play-
ing a vital role in the education
system of the country. The
government has given due im-
portance to proper planning
and development programme
of the non-government
schools, collcges and mad-
rashas for bringing about a
qualitative change ih the whole
education system, he added.

He called upon the enumer-
ators and supcrvisors to put in
their best cflforts for making

survcy programme a success.

Observer newsman
hospitalised

Ashral Ali, a senfor journal-
ist of the Bangladesh Observer
was admitted to PG Hospital
op Monday with neurological
complications, reports BSS.

Ashral, who will undergo
operation shortly, s now un-
der the treatment of Profcssor
Rashiduddin al Room No 219,
[Bed No-A. Block O ([second
Noor).

e sought blessings of all
for his ecarly recovery.
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following the verdict on Golam Azam's citizenship case.
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in the city yesterday
— Star photo

498 industries handed over

to private entrepreneurs

Industries Minister Sham-
sul Islam Khan ycsterday said
that there was no alternative to
industrialisation in bringing
dynamism in the economic ac-
tivities ol the country, reports
BSS.

He said with this end in
vicw the present government
had withdrawn all restrictions
in investing up to Taka 30
crore in any industrial venture.

The Minister was address-
ing a handing over ceremony
of 51 per cent government
shares in Dhaka Vegctables Ofil
Industries Lid held at Fatullah.

Presided over by Sirajul
Islam MP, the handing over
cercmony was also addressed
by Profl Rezaul Karim MP, Abul
Kalam MP, Industries Sccre-
tary A H M A Hal, managing
dircctor of the mill Moha-
mmad Ali, President of Nara-
yanganj Chamber of Commerce

‘over to private

and Industry Afzal Hossain,
Chairman of Al Baraka Bank
Amanullah Mia, Chairman of
Bangladesh Food and Sugar In-
dustries Corporation Mir Be-
layet Hossain and President of
Narayanganj llosiery Industry

Owners Association Abdur
Rashid.
The Industries Minister

said so far 498 small, medium
and big industrics had been

" disinvested and handed over to

private entreprencurs. Beside,
he said, 43 big industrics had
been identified for disinvest-
ment and would be handed
parties. Out of
the 43 industrics international
tenders have been invited for
sclling government shares
from 16 industrial enterprises,

‘he said adding that handing

over of the tendered industrics
were in various stages of finali-

sation.

The Industries Minister
said the present government
believed in free market econ-
omy which he said was being
followed throughout the world.

The Minister said the ccon-
omy of the country would be
geared up il the disinvestment
programme proved successfuf.

He said the aim of the pre-
sent industrial policy was to
¢ncour private investment
for the flourishment of indus-
try in the country. The main
opposition party in the parlia-
ment had also pursuing the
same policy of [ree market

economy, he added.

Citing the bleak picture of

industrial growth during the
past government, Mr Khan
said, the progress was so slow
that the rate of growth was
only 2.9 per cent.

New surgical technique for
gall bladder introduced

Diabetic Hospital (BIRDEM)
here has introduced a new
surgical technique for sophis-
ticated ‘gall bladdey operation
without opening the abdomen.

The technique called “lapa-
roscopic cholecystectomy™ is
widely used all over the world.

Talking to BSS Prol Motior
Rahman, Head ol BIRDEM
Surgical Department, said they
had successlully operated two
femalc patients by applying la-
paroscopic technique on ¢x-
perimental basis. -

Headed by Prol Rahman the
lcam consisted of Dr Sader
Abdun Naycem, a laparoscopic

expert and Dr Humayun Kabir.
They were assisted by house
surgrons and nursing stall.

Dr eem, A ng Bang-
ladeshi surgeon, had his trai-
ning on laparoscopic operation
of gall bladder at the Tokyo
University in Japan and joined
the Diabetic Hospital recently.:
lle along with Japanese Pro-
fessor Dr Hashimoto Daijo per-
formed the [irst laparoscopic
operation in csh at the
Diabetic Hospital one and a
hall years back. During that
time they also performed an-
other opcration at the IPGMR
here. .

Govt promoting people’s
potentials: Biswas

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas ycsterday said the pre-
scent government had been ac-
tivating the potentials of the
people through various sche-
mes of sclf-employment under
macro-cconomic policy of the
private scctor based on market
cconomy, reports BSS,

President Diswas was ad-
dressing as the chiel guest the
concluding ceremony of a
workshop on “Entrepreneur-
ship development™ ar a city
hotcl here yesterday evening,

lleld under the acgis of the
Assoclation of Management
Devclopment Institutions in
Bangladesh (AMDIB), the func-
tton was presided over by Dr
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and Chitlagon
elsewhere over the country.
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Road,

will be opencd on the same day at 11.15 am in presence of S - e g
the tenderers (if any). No iender document will be sold on the f:m“‘wng gf:g 2‘;;2 £ -'}':
closing dac. The Company rescrves the right to accept any Rajshaht 361 22.3 60 50
or reject any or all ienders without assignang any rcason, Khulna 34.5 256.5 8l 62
Bartsal 34 6 25.5 66 78

DFP(G) 5972-17/4 Senior Manager Cox's Bazar 31.8 255 66 80
- H.mn Thet 33.4 20.8 62 51
G-550 (Materials t) ?]:rm.ipur 335 ot 65 55
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Dry weather ely

By Staff Correspondent
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Weather forecast for the next 24 hours commencing 6 am
loday (Friday) says. rain or shower accompanied by temporary
gusty wind may occur at one or two
[lartsal divisions and the region

places over Khuina,

s of Dhaka, Faridpur, Noakhali
g while weather is likely to remain mainly dry

The Met oflice forecasts day temperature is likély to rise
by one to two degree Celstus over the country.
maximum temperature of 386.]
recorded Thursday was reported from Rajshahi and the min-
imum of 18.2 degree was reported from Srimangal.

degree Celstus

The sun sets today at 6.24 pm and rises tomorrow

The maximum and the minimum temperature and humid-
iy recorded in some of the major citics and towns of the

Citten/Towns Temperature in Degree Celstus Humidity in  Percentage

pity
BTV
Friday

Morning session
8.00 Openirng announcement -
Al-Qraran
programme summary
LY News in Bangla
8.15 Alor Dish ari
8.40 Natun Kur
1000 News In English
10.0% Moner Mukurey
11.30 Film show: Danny Wilson's
Family collcetion
Evening session
3.00 Opening announcemaont
Al-Quirnn
RMMEC SUMMAry
3.15 Cartoon Film: Teenage °*
Mutant Nenja Turtles
3.40 Movie of the weck:
Reunion al Fairborow
5.25 Sporias programme
7.25 Programmes of modern
songs: Malancha
A.00 News in Dangla
8.30 Comedy show: Perfoct
Strangers
9.00 Magarine: 1iladl
10.00 News in English
10.30 Drama sories: L A Law
11.30 Khabar/The News
11.40 Tomorrow's programme
UMM ary
1 1.45  Closing

Mohammad Shamsul Haque,
Director, Institute of Business
Administration{(IBA), Dhaka
University.

Prol Shahiduddin Ahmed,
Treasurer of Dhaka University,
Prol Abdur Rab, Course Coor-
dinator, Dr Saiful Azam, among
others spoke on the occasion.

The President stressed the
need for launching a move-
ment on entreprencurship
and small business dcvelop-
ment to translate thc govern-
ment's policy into action.

He said the development of
entrepreneurship makes spee-
dy the overall progress and
prosperity around thce world.
He said Bangladcsh, which
emerged as a nation two
dceades ago, has been consid-
ered a special case where en-
trepreneurship activities are
most essential for atltaining
soclo-cconomic progress.

—

In laparoscopic opcration
wounds for the holes are min-
I‘Eml and dressing is given

ithou

t any stitch in-the skin,

post-operation recovery is qui-
ck virtually without any pain,
Prof Rahman said.

Dr Nayeem said the patient
could be discharged alter 24
hours and the patient could re-
sume normal activities within a
week. Dr Nayeem also per-
formed a laparoscopic surgery
in a city private clinic last
week.

The new technique of gall
bladder operation has very lit-
tle side eflects,” do not cause
hernia and reduces problems
in case of any kind of second
abdominal operation, the doc-
tors opined.

Prof Rahman said within
two months Diabetic Hospital
would be fully equipped to
perform recgular gall bladder

operations by using laparo-
scopic lechnique.
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Basanti Guha
Thakurta -
hospitalised

Basanti Guha Thakurta,
widow of martyred intcllectual
Dr. Jyotirmoy Guha Thakuria,
has becn- hospitalised since
Wednesday night in a eritical
condition, family sources said,
reporis BSS.

Thakurta (70) has been suf-
fering from serious liver com-
plications for the past few
years. She suddenly fell eriti-
cally ill Wednesday night at her
daughter's residence in Dhaka
University carngua and was

the

rushed to Manwara
Hospital at Shidheswari.

NGOs spend

Tk 3000 cr
annually

Social Wellare and Women's
Allairs Minister Tariqul Islam
yesterday said, Taka three
thousand crore was being
spent annually by about six
hundred NGOs in the country
for implementation of welfare

programmes, rcports BSS.
He was speaking as chiel

"guest at a function nrﬂrllﬁed
by Rotary Club of Dhaka Mid-

town at Pongu Hospital on the
occasion of distribution of
crutches to the disabled.

The minister said, disabled
are not a burden to society.

can contribute to social
development activities il they
are ifmpartced adeguate train-
iﬂs- hc m. ;

He called upon the allluents
to come forward for the wel-
fare of the disabled.

Later the minister handed
over a pair of crutches and a
set of books to the hospital au-
thorities for the disabled.

Former minister Rotariam
Azizul Huq, Dr R O Gani,
Professor of Pongu Hospital
Sirajul Islam and President ol
Dhaka Mid-town Rotary Club
Rotarian K M Alam als6 spoke
on the occasion.

Reforms aimin g
at socio-economic
uplift adopted

Planning Minister A M
Zahiruddin Khan said here ycs-
terday that the government ol
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia had adopted a series of re-
forms aiming at socio-eco-
nomic uplilt of Bangladesh, ac-
cording to a message received
here, reports BSS.

Speaking at the 49th ses-
sion of ESCAP ‘being held in
Bangkok, the DBangladesh
Planning Minister said Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
was committed to creating the
environment for reaching
"Daal:Bhaat,” the basic nutri-
ents and needs to cvery
houschold. Our record in some
scctors has becn more than
modest. Our macro-cconomic
policies have been widely ac-
claimed, he added.

The Planning Minister said
despitc many constraints the
Bangladesh government has
succeeded in initiating ltberal-
isation and privatisation of the
cconomy. Bangladesh, he said,
has appropriate policy infras-
tructures to attract foreign in-
vestments. "We have both po-
tentials and prospects and
with a little help, we hope: 10
be able to go f[ar,” he said.
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Apex Footwear Ltd

MENT

We are pleased to announce that the Public Issue of
our shares has been over-subscribed. We wish to
thank all esteemed investors for their interest and

trust in our company.

The basis of allotment, to be determined by Controller
of Capital Issues, will be advised as soon as possibie.

Syed Manzur Elahi
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