Tk 427 cr to renovate
non-govt pry schools

The government has under-
takcn a project o reconstruct,
renovate and repair nine thou-
sand non-government prima
schools at a cost ol Taka “r;
crore, re 3SS.

The expenditure was ap-
proved here yesterday at a
mdeting of the Exccutive
Commitice of the National
Economic Council (ECNEC)
chaired by Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia laid emphasis on
primary cducation and a scpa-
rate division styled as "the
primary and mass cducation
division” has been created and
placed under the direct su-
pervision of the Prime
Minister's office.

ECNEC meeting was al-
tended by Iture Minister
Major General (Retd) Majedul
Haque, LGRD Minister Barr-
fster Abdus+*Salam Talukder,

Education Minister Darrister
Jamiruddin Sircar, Fisheries
and Livestock Minister Abd-
ullah al Noman, Cabinet Secr-
ctary, members of the
Manning Commission, secc-
relarfies and other concerned
oflicials.

The mecling okayed a total
of ten : ;lwhth included
a-crop diversilication pro-
gramme, rchase of three
cranes [for t'«l:'lil:.l’l',lw'I for
Bangladesh Railways sel -
ting up of a 30,000 line digital
telephone exchange IiIn
Chittagong.

Three projects invelve an
expenditure of Taka 465 crore
including a foreign exchange
component of Taka 260 crore.
ECNEC meeting also approved
a project to construct science
bufidings in 63 private degree

colleges with a total expendi-
ture of Taka 186 crore.

Srebrenica town
demilitarised

ZAGRED, Apr 21: The dis-
armament of Muslim defcnd-
crs is besieged Srebrenica has
been completed and the East
Bosnian town has been demili-
tarised, UN General Lars-Erie
Wahligren said today, reports
Reuter.

*From rcports | have re-
ceived from my officers in
Srebrenica, | can confirm that
from noon , the town has
been demilitarised,” the
Commander of UN peace-
keepers sald in a statement
issucd here.

The statement said all
weapons and ammunition col-
lected by the peace-keepers
had been destroyed by late this
afllernoon and a final inventory
was being prepared by a team
of officers represcnting the
Umnited Nations, the Muslim-
led Bosnian government and
the Bosnian Scrbs,

The team was carrying out a

joint inspection to verily that

the demilitarisation: of
Srchreénica under a ceaselire
agrecment had been com-
pleted.

Three killed
Incity
road mishaps

By DMCH Correspondent

Three persons were killed
in scparate road accidents in
the city yesterday.

An unknown man about 35
ycars old was killed on the
spot as a truck ran over him at
3 am on the Airport Road near
Kawla Dridge.

Another unknown man
about 30 years old was also
killed on the spot as a truck
hit him at 7.30 am ncar the
Tejgaon Truck Stand.

In another incident, a stu-
dent of class flive, Nasiruddin,
10, was hit by a truck at
Dholaikhal at 5 pm« lic was
taken to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH)
where he succumbed to his
injurics.

“they

"1 am mmpl:ttf'ly satislicd
that the terms o lhelgree

ment have been respec by
both sides,”" the UN
Commandecr said.

The truce accord included
jhe evacuation of sick and
wounded.

Wahlgren said almost 500
pcople had been evacuated by
UN helicopters and humanitar-
jan convoys had been enter-
ing Srcbrenica since Sunday.

He said the town had re-
mained calm since Sunday.

‘It is essential that the
ceascfire continucs to be re-
spected,” the Gencral said.

Another recport says,
Europecan Community Foreign
Ministers will discuss military
intcrvention in Bosnia when
meet in Denmark this
weekend, Danish Foreign
Minister Niels Helveg Petersen
said today.

AFP adds: Washington ap-
pecared Tuesday to back ofl a
threat to intervene unilaterally
in the conflict in Bosnia-
llerzegovina, fearing escalation
in the fighting and divisions
between the West and East.

Hasina
From Page 1 Col 8
They also vented concern

over an unabated armed vio-
ience on the BAU us at

the “patronisation® of the rul-

ing party which spoilt aca- -

demic atmosphere.

“asina was critical of gov-
crnment’s “partisan outlook™
toward every sector and
“patronisation of terrorism” in
educational institutions.

Accusing DNP ol betraying
with demands of teachers,
students, workers and differ-
cnt prolessional groups, the
opposition leader called for
building a united resistance
against “government-backed”
tcrrorism on the campus.

The Awami League Presi-
dent also called for resisting
all "undemocratic”™ acts of the
BNP government.

Mazari-Benazir tussle

From Page 1 Col 5
Punjab, punctuated with ral-
lics, has no such scruples.

He has denounced the pres-
ident’s ‘egoism’ and 'bad [aith’,
the futility of the dissolution
which, he said, had sent the
stock exchange plunging,
paralysed business, and dc-
stroyed in 48 hours all that his
government had achieved t'ﬁ
two and a hall years.

Mcanwhile - thousands of
dancing supportcers throwing
rose petals masscd at the sia-
ton in Rawalpindi to cheer
Nawaz Sharil as he began a
cross-country train journcy to
drum up sympathy.

“ We will go with Nawaz
Sharil, we will go with Nawaz
Sharil,” a crowd ol more than
10,000 chanted as the dis-

graced  Prime Minister drove -

in a procession to the station.
*“ The real Prime Minister

is Nawaz Sharil,” shouted.
Sharil waved to the crowds
from his open-top jecp and

lashed victory signs to his ju-
bilant suppo :

He led a nearly 1.2 mile
processfon of cars, many of
them the yecliow cabs bought
under one of the reformist
Sharil’s inecntive schemes for
jobless young men.

The huge crowds poured on
to the station. platform in
Rawalpindi, the twin city of
the capital Islamabad, forcing
Sharil to board the train from
.the tracks. :

Earlier, the Lahore Hi'ih
Court today admitted a petition

filed on behalf of Sharif chal-
lenging the dissolution of the
Nalional Assembly.

The five-judge bench or-
dered the government to ap-
pear for a hearing on May 3.

. The Speaker of the National
Assembly,Gohar Ayub Khan,
led the petition early on
onday, hours after President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan dissolved

the Asscmbly and sacked the

Prime Minister, aceéusing his

rnment-of tism, sub-
version and terrorising its op-
poncnits.

The petition sought that the
president’s ordcr be sus-
pended, _

Meanwhile, Pakistan today
snid its three-day old interim

administration would not bring

any matcrial change to the
country’s foreign policy and
slammed India for " tenden-
tious”™ comments.

“Wg don't expect any mate-
rial change in foreign policy™
by the carctaker government
headed by Mazari, a Foreign
Office spokesman said at a
news briefing.

The spokesman said com-
ments earlicr this week by

Indian Fo Minister Dinish
Singh amounted to a “ten-
dentious verdict on the
devtlopments in Pakistan.”
Singh saild Monday that
India would keep a close watch
on the evolving sftuation in
Pakistan where, he added,
clected governments had been

. repeatedly impeded.
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Prime Minister Bem Khaleda Zia at the International Conference Centre yesterday thanking organisations, agencies
and persons who extended their cooperation to the smooth holding of the Seventh SAARC Summit.
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Zabis Wurder

Court rejects
Matin’s bail
prayer

By Court Correspondent

Abdul Matin arrested in
connection with the murder of
Humayun Zahir was sent to the
Dhaka Central Jail after the
end of five-day police: remand
Wednesday.

belfore the Chiel Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court yesterday
he made a conlfessional state-
ment under Section 164 of the
Criminal Procedure Code (Cr
PC).

Matin was arrested on April
14 and taken on five-day police
remarid by the Detective
Branch the following day.

A magistrate in the Dhaka
Metropolitan Magistracy,
Mohammad Abdul Hannan,
recorded the confessional
statement of Matin yesterday,

During the yesterday's court
proceedings, a bail petition on
bchall of Matin was submitted
before the Chiefl Metropolitan
Magistrate who rejected the
petition and ordered to send
Matin to the jail.

Humayun Zahir, a busi-
nessman, was shot dead by two
young men in the premiscs of
his Dhanmond{ residence on
April 8. ‘

Zahir electéd
ESCAP VP

Planning Minister AM
Zahiruddin Khan, who is now
altending ESCAlI® sessfon in
Thai capital, has been unani-
mously elected Vice-President
of the current scssion of
ESCAP and presided over afl-
ternoon plcnary session, ac-
cording to a message reccived
from Bangkok, reports BSS,

When Matin was produced

A parlamentary commitiee
was told yesterday that the
country’s export earning dur-
Ing last fiscal year was Taka
7590.86 crorc which is 25 per
cent higher than the earnings
ol the previous year, rcports
1SS,

The 19th mecting of the
slanding committee (parlia-
mentary) on the Ministry of
Commerce was further told
that the export carnings
increcased considerably as
export items were diversified
following a timely and
coordinated action programme
undertaken by EPDB (Export
Promotion Burcau).

The meeting held at the

Vietnamese ship
with contraband
seized 1in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 21:
Custom oflicials and Navy per-
sonncl today fmpounded a
Vietnam [lag carricr at the
outer anchorage of the port
here for carrying smuggled

goods.
According to official
sources, the ship "Flying

Dragon” was cordoned ofl and
the contraband including
clectronic goods and liquor
were seized.

The vessel that arrived here
with a cargo of 13000 tons of
cement via Singapore port
came under anti-smuggling
crackdown at the outer an-
chorage of Chittagong Port,
sources added.

Jatlya Sangsad Dhaban was
chafred by Commerce Minister
M K Anwar,

[INP MPs Muhammad Ansar
Ali Siddiky, Amecr Khasru,
Advocale Abul Kalam, and
[3egum Farida Rahman, and Md
Khademul Islam and Md Anwar
lHossain, members belonging
to Awami League and JP, at-
tended the meeting,

The export earning target
for the currenl ycar has been
[ixecd at Taka 9750 crore
which 1s 28 per cent higher
than that of last year.

The mecting discussed in
detail, the administrative
structure, aims, objectives and
overall activities ol the EPB
which s under the Commerce
Ministry.

The mecling was inlormed
that Bangladesh's export iIn
1972 began with 70 items to
35 countrics. The country now
cxporis 115 items to 110
countries. These achicvements
were possible for the timely
initiative of the EPB, the
mecting opined.

In EPB which s headquar-
tered in Dhaka, has three re-
gional offices in Chit
Khulna and Rajshahi four
branch offlices at Comilla,
Sylhet, Barisal and Bogra with
a total manpower strength of
236.

The members of the stand-
ing committee gave sircss on
providing morec autonomy to
the EPB making the organiza-
tion more dynamic.

Commerce Secretary Nazim
Ahmed Chowdhury, EPB Viee
Chairman and senior oflicials
of the Commerce Ministry and
fts subordinate departments
altended the mecting.
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Awami

League city unit brought out
programme of the Nirmul Samannay Committee.

a procession yesterday in support of April 25
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Tk 7591 cr earned
from export

-

Aurango pleads
not guilty

' ]
By Court Correspondent

Awami League leader,
Hemayctullah Aurango MP, in
the Dhaka Judge Court yester-
day claimed himsell not guilty

~of the murder of the DGFI ofli-

cial.

Aurango was put on a trial
in Court of Dhaka District and
Sessions Judge for the murder
of DGF1 official Naik Ali Azam.

Azam was murdered at
Shahbagh in the city by
unidentified men in 1980.

Aurango was takén to the
court from the Dhaka Central
Jail amid tight security and a
written plea on behalfl of
Aurango was submitted to the
Judge Nasiruddin Ahmed in
which Aurango claimed that he
was not guilty.

Mob blocks Pabna
highway as truck

runs over boy

PABNA, Apr 21: Angry peo-
ple blocked the busy Pabna-
Nagarbari highway at Push-
papara in the sadar thana alfter
a specding truck ran over a
minor boy today, reports UNDB.

At lcast 3,000 passcngérs in
nearly 100 buses and trucks
were: stranded as the road bar-
ricade at Pushpapara contin-
ued till late this (Wednesday)
evening since the accident oc-
curred at noon.

Sabuj (6), son of Naziruddin

J

of Pushpapara, dicd instantly
when the truck ran over him.

'

BOL factions clagh

" From Page 1 Col 2
number of BCL [M-I) activists
cnicred ~ Salimullah Hall at
about 11:30 in the morning
yesterday.

The ‘Montu group aélivists
al the time left the hall and
wenl to Zahurul Huq Hall, also
a strong hold of the BCL (M-L),

Later, Monlu supporters in

a procession from Zahurul Hugq

Hall came back to Salimullah
Iall, witnesses said, but re-
turned as they could not enter
itL. - -

Later, at about 1 pm, a
group of Montu supporters
again rushed to Salimullah
ITall, sources said. At the time
a large number of police were
al the spot, witnesscs added.

Some BCL (M-1) leaders
were present in front of the
main gate of Salimullah Flall,

The BCL [M-I) and BCL (M-
l.) leaders and their activists
exchanged some hot words in
the presence of some senilor
police officials, witnesses

added..

The BCL (M-I} supporters
who had entered the hall at
11.30 am gradually left it some
hall sources said.

Later, at about 1.45 pm, the
BCL (M-]l) activists in a big
procession enicred the Arts
Faculty premiscs and hceld a
protest rally.

The BCL [M-1) lecaders at
the rally alleged that Montu
supporicrs with the support of
the police wanted to keep
their hold on the DU halls in-
chuding Salimullah 11all.

Addressing the rally the

BCL (M-I) DU unit President K
H M Lizu and General
Sccretary Pankaj Nath said
that Montu group activists
were openly moving with
fircarms in the campus but
that police were not arresting
them.

Mcanwhile, to protest the
incident the BCL (M-]1) also
held a press conlercnce at the
TSC yesterday alternoon with
its central General Sceretary
Igbalur Rahim in the chair.

The BCL (M-I) at the con-
ference demanded withdrawal
of police [rom the universitly
CAIMpPUS.

The BCL leaders allcged
that the police and even the
university authorities were
silent over arresting the ter-
rorists and [reeing the campus
from these armed clements.

The BCL (M-I) said that the
BCL (M-L) had brandished
weapons in front of police at
Salimullah Hall yesterday.

The BCL (M-1) GS Igbalur
Rahim condemned the violent
incident at Salimullah Hall and
said that they would go for a
greater movement {f the uni-
versity authorities did not re-
habilitate the students who
had been forcibly ousted from
the halls at different times.

The leaders said that they
had urged the university au-
thorities several times to solve
this problem.

The BCL (M-I) press con-
ference was aticnded among
others by its leaders Ishaq All
Khan Panna, Akhter Hossain,
Pankaj Nath and K H M Lizu.
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PM: Dal bhat

From Page | Col 8

Begum Zia cxpresscd salis-
laction over the preparation
including security arrange-
ments during the confcrence
which, she said, had bcen
pratsed by all,

Pointing oul some minor
mislakes and problems, Begum
Zia called upon all to be earcful
in making such programmcs
more successiul in future.,

Forcign Minister A S M
Mostalizur Rahman, Chairman
of 7th SAARC Precparation
Commitlee Fareoquc A Chou-
dhury and DG South Asia G A
M A Rahim also spoke on the
occasion.

s Foreign Secretary Rcaz
Rahman and Principal Secre-
tary to the Prime Minister K M
Rabbani were present.

Remove VC,
RUTA iterates
demand

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Apr 21: Raj-
shahi University Teachers'
Association (RUTA) today reit-
craled its demand for the re-
moval of Vice-Chancellor and
pro-Vice Chancellor of the
University and appointment of
the Vice -Chancellor through
Scnate in accordance with the
University Act 1973,

RUTA had demanded the
removal of VC and pro VC fol-
lowing the incident on the
campus on Fcbruary 6. The
University was closed sine die
afler the incident.

Meanwhile, various organi-
zations including RUTA and
APSU (All Party Student Unity)
declared that there would be
noe congenial atmosphere of
education till the present VC
and Pro-VC wcre holding the

posts.
Believe i1t

or not!

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Postal Depart-
ment took forty days to deliver
a letter from Banani to
Dhanmondi.

Ashfaq Chowdhury, a reader
of The Daily Star residing in
Banani posted a letter ad-
dressed to the newspaper of-
fice in Dhanmandi — only some
10 km away, on March 10 last.
The Daily Star office received
the mail on April 19. His let-
ter, Ashlaq Chowdhury neatly
cxpressed his opinifons regard-
ing a column written by Kuldip
Nayar on the bilateral relations
between Bangladesh and India
titled, “Is Dhaka Going Distant
from India?”

But the letter having
rcached the Star office at a
speed of 0.25 km per day, lost
its relevance for publication.

Injunction on
Sonargaon Hotel
decoration work

Star Report

The Second Court of
Assistant Judge, Dhaka re-
cently imposed a temporary
injunction on the Senargaon
hotel authorities asking them
not to issue any work order for
the Hotel's interfor decoration
to any firm save the Charuta
(Pvt) Limited. :

The injunction came April
4, following an appeal of the
Charuta Limited in the Court
carlier. . )

In the appeal, Charula
Limited said that the
Sonargaon Hotel authorities
had called a tender in
December last year inviting
firms willing to work in the
first phase of the hotel's inte-
rior decoration.

In response to Lhe tender’

notice bids were submitted by
three firms including Charuta
Limited.

The firm previously consid-
ered a technically qualified one
by the hotel authorities, be-
came the lowest bidder,

But the hotel authorities is-
sucd the work order to an-
other firm without giving
Charuta any satisfactory expla-
nation.

The Judge aflter hearing
both the parties concerned,
delivered judgement in the
first week of April that asked
the Hotel authorities not o is-
sue the work ordey to any firm
except Charuta Limited until
the fate of the case was finally
decided,
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40 bodies found in
Cult compound ruins

WASHINCTON, Apr 2]1: About 40 bodies have been found

in the ruins of the Cult compound where BS

are be-

lieved to have died aficr a 5]-day standofl with authoritics

that ended in a huge fire, officials said t
in and around the compound include t

. The bodies seen
remains of 10

women and children and three of the Cult members appear lo
have been shot, said Justice Department spokesman Carl

Stern. reports AFP.

Partial US sanction on EC

WASIHINGTON, Apr

nounced Wednesday partial trade sanctions

21: The Clinton administration an-

the 12-na-

tion European Community because of a [aflure to completcly
resolve a trade dispute involving government coniracts, re-

ports AP,

Court ruling increases Yeltsin's
chances of winning referendum

MOSCOW, Apr 21: Russia's Constitutional Court on
Wednesday improved President Boris Yeltsin's chance of win-

ning a refere

um on his leadership by ruling he needs only a

majority of ballots cast. In a decision spiit 8-5, the court
overturned a stipulation by Russia's Congress that Yeltsin win
a majority of all cligible voters — not just those who turn out
for Sunday's referendum —to win questions about confidence
in his leadership and support of his economic policy, reports

AP. |

Allow screening of
'Ekatturer Jishu',
demands Jahanara
By Staff Correspondent

Convenor ol Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Jatiya Samannoy
Committee Jahanara Imam in a
statement Wednesday strongly
condemned the decision of not
permitting the screening of
'Ekatturer Jishu' [Jesus of "71),
a Liberation War based film, by
the Film Censor Board.

She demanded Censor
certificate for the fAlm tmme-
diatcly and said the allegations
of undermining the Liberation
War against the film were mo-
Wvated, confusing and false.

The decisfon was, ir [act,
the continuation of the recent
government efforts to please
the killers of '71 and to de-
stroy thec Spirit of Liberation
War, J nara said and added
the decision of the Censor
Board had also made t clcar
that the anti-liberation cle-
ments have been placed at var-
fous tiers of administration.

Butcher shot,
robbed 1n city

By DMCH Correspondent

A number of musclemen
yesterday shot a butcher at his
arm and looted Tk 8,000 from
his shop at Sabujbag of the city.

The musclemen came to
the butcher, Faizur, 32, at 7
pm and demandcd moncy. But
being refused, the musclemen
opened fire and blasted crack-
ers injuring Faizur before loot-
ing the moncy.

Faizur was admitted to the
Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital (DMCH).

BSS adds: Two hijackers
snatched away the gold chain
and the ring of the wile of
Golam Hossain, director,
Ministry of Foreign Allairs, at
the Uttara Model town here

yesterday.

Repatriation

From Page 1 Col 8

Muslims who fled Arakan in
Myanmar and took refuge in
Bangladesh. :

Chittagong Divisional Com-
missioner Omar Faruque will
lead the Bangladesh side at the
talks and the Myanmar team
will be headed by Director
General of Immigration Aung
Maung,

The question of UNHCR in-
volvement in the resettiement
of the refugees is expected o
be raised at the upcoming
talks between Bangladesh and
Myanmar, diplomatic sources

Rooms ransacked

From Page 1 Col
rooms. :

The agitated group pelted
stones at the classrooms a
broke windowpanes.

The police later brought
the mob under control, wit-
nesscs said.

Meanwhile, UNB adds: The
Dhaka University authorities
yesterday constituted an in-
quiry committee to identily
the unruly students who ran-
sacked a number of rooms and
the VC offlice to press for
shilling examinations.

The committee was formed
at a mceting of concerned
Deans, Departmental Chairmen
and officials. Vice-Chancellor
Profl Emarzuddin Ahmed was
in the chalr.

The mecting advised the
commiltlce o n:r:umrncm:l
stern action against the rowdy

students and submit the in
quiry report immediately.

The DU authoritics, how:
ever, expressed their firm de-
termination to begin the |1si
part examinations under Arts
and Social Science as Lhe
time-table was announced al-
ter completion of course. |

The authorities rejected
the examinees' demand as il
logical and reasserted their
deciston to hold the exams on
schedule

3 BCI directors
sent to jail
By Staff Correspondent

Three directors of now sus-
pended Bangladesh Commceree
and Investment (BCI) arrested
Tuesday were sent to the
Dhaka Central Jafl Wednesday.

All the directors were
placed under 120 days deten-
tion following an order of the
Chiel Metropolitan Magistrate,
Dhaka, yesterday.

The directors are Kazi
Ashrafuddin, Abdul Matin and
Abdul Wadud. weTe ar-
rested against a charge of lund
cmbcezzlement of the BCL

The Detective Branch ar-
rested the directors carly
Tuesday from their residence.

The government last year
sus all activitiecs ol the
BCl for alleged fund embez-
zlement by some of its dircc-
tors and officials.

Sirajganj JCD
activist gets
life term for

murder

SIRAJGANJ, Apr 21: The
District and Session Ju:lgl:'l
Court today (Wednesday)
awarded one Jewel to lrans-
portation for life and fined
Taka 5,000, in default six
months rigorous imprison-
ment, in the sensational Milon
murder casc, reports UNB.

District and Session Judge
A T M Fazle Kabir gave the
verdict on Jewel, a Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal worker, who was
absconding.

Ten other JCD activists and
a pro-Awami Le Chhatra
League worker accused in the
murder case were acquitted.

ICFM

From Page 1 Col 4
South Africa, Palestinc and
Middle East will also be dis-
cussed at the ICFM.

The conference is expeeted
to take note of the prevailing
situation in Afghanistan and
urge the partics concerned to
stick to Islamabad Accord to
the letter and spirit.

The question concerning
economic cooperation between
member slates of OIC will
draw special attention of the
the conlerence. It has become
imperative for the OIC stales

_ to forge closer cooperation be-

tween them in the light of the
current move for South-South
cooperation,

Dhaka is likely to revive her
old proposal to form I[slamic
Common Market to bolster the
move for economic coopera-
tion between the OIC states.
Late President Ziaur Rahman
had mooted the idea ol setting
up Islamic commeon market at
the Islamic Summit in Saudi
Arabia. ;

Bangladesh will also renew
her proposal to set up the
Centre for Medical Research in
Dhaka. It is also an old pro-
posal made by Bangladesh dur-
ing Zta's time.

Besides, the sources said,
Bangladesh will ask for
stcpped up contributions to

" the development and promeo-

tion of ICTVTR.

Visa rules

From Page 1 Col 7
the success of its Visit Malaysia
Ycar event in 1994." he said.

Sycd said only 28I
Pakistanis had been detained
by Malaysia for seeking em-
ployment illegally.

“As’ there are only a small
number of Pakistanis being de-
tained by Malaysia, there is no
need or the governmenl 1o
fear tourists from Pakistan.”

Tourism Ministry officials
said Biman Alrlines and Air
Lanka had also reported aboul
a 50 per cent drop in their

passenger loads.
The officials said Culture

and Tourism Minister Sabba-
ruddin Chik had assured the
airlines that their complaints
would be considered.



