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17 killed as Maoists
blow up police bus
in Maharashtra

NEW DELLL, Apr 21: Maoist
guerillas blew up a police bus
with a landmine and strafed
onlookers and officers killing
17 people in western India,
the Press Trust of India (PTI)
reporied today, says AFP.

Ten policemen were among
those killed in the Tucsday
overnight ambush in the rural
Nagpur arca of Maharashira
state, the ncws agency said
and added that a dozen pa-
trolmen were injured in the
landmine blast.

The bus carrying 22 spccial
guards of the Maharashtra
stalc police was 'blown to
smithcreens” when (it hit the
powerful mine, PTI said.

Gucrillas bclonging to the

outlawed People's War Group
raked the smashed bus and
onlookers with gunfire then
NNed beflore police reinforce-
menis could reach the site,
newspapers said,

Three women, including
the wife of a senior m-
ment executive, and a child
were among the seven civilians
killed in the bloody ambush by
the guerillas, known as Naxa-
lites, P11 added.

The attack, believed to be
in retaliation for last month's
arrcst of a scnior Naxalite
lcader, followed the April 9
killing of 22 policemen in a
landminc blast enginecered by
an outlaw in the southern state
of Kamataka.
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Decfense Ministry
connection with a shooting spree by an army
killed one and injured six others, reports AP from Seoul.

The chief ol stall and several company-grade officers of the
general's division faced either court-martial or disciplinary
action in connection with the incident or. Monday.

Maj Gen Kin Hyon-tae was relicved of his post as comman-
der of a front-line division, to which the deserter, Pvt
Lim Chae-sung, 19, belonged.

Lim, armed with 22 hand-grenades and a rifle with 130
rounds of ammunition, dese his uni: on the country’'s east
coast Monday, seized a mini-van passing by and drove it into
Seoul with two passengers. 5

Anti-Tigers drive in Jaffna: su«

Lankan troops launched and operation to clear Tamil guerilla
fortifications in the northern rebel stronghold of Jaffna
yesterday, a military spokesman said, rcports Reuter from
Colombeo. : |

He said a curfew had been declared in lyakachchi, north of
the Elephant Pass base controlling access to the Jallna penin-
sula. |

An army patrol killed two Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eclam
rcbels near lyakachchi on Tuesday and an army sergeant and
another rebel were killed when troops ambushed a guerilla
group in easterm Batticaloa.

rebels are fighting for a scparats stale in the fsland's
north and east.

5 children burnt to death in India:

Five young children were burnt to death when Naga guerillas
scl fire to a village of a rival tribe in India's northeastern
Manipur state, domestic news agencies said on Tuesday,
rcports Reuter from New Delhi.

The Press Trust of India (PT1) said suspected guerillas of
the Nationalist Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN) attacked
Bongli village in Chandecl district and set fire to 40 huts be-
longing to Kuki tribesmen.

The children were too young to escapye as panic-stricken
;ﬂﬂ:ﬁﬂ {caring a fresh raid fled into the thick jungle nearby,
4t ' | 15

Bongli village l:iﬂuumh of Sita Kuki where Naga guerdl-
las shot six Kuki villagcrs on Sunday, P11 said.

Famous Mexican comedian dead:

Mexico's most [amous comic actor, Marfo Moreno, better
known as "Cantinllas,” died Tuesday of lung cancer, his son
said. Hc was 81, reports AP from Mexico City.
Cantinflas, made 49 films over a haifl-centu
known abroad for his role as Passpartout, t
Phincas Fogg in "Around the World in BO Days."

Cholera claims 11 in Indonesia:

cholcra outbreak in the eastern Indonesian island of Flores
has killed 11 people and forced the hospitalization of 566

olthers, the Antara news re ‘ AFP
i agency reported yesterday, says

The discase has been afllecting two sub-districts of Belu,
part of Nusa Tenggara Timur province, since ecarly this
month, Agus Berek, a health official in the provincial capital
of Kupang, was quoted as saying.

He blamed the spread of cholera to the poor hygicne
habits of the local population.

He said people Wiving in the coastal arcas also had a habit of
caling bats, which arc believed to have been contaminated
with the discase.

Boat sinks in Indonesia, 12 miaslng:

Twelve passengers were missing after a boat sank in rou
scas ofl the eastern Indonesian Province of Maluku although
the crew managed to reach safety, reporis reaching here said
yesterday, AFP reports from Jakarta

but s best-
scrvant to

A motorized boat carrying a load of Chinaware and 16 peo-
ple [rom Tomia in southeast Sulawes{ sank in rough seas In
the Maluku sea off the southeast coast ¢f Buru island in the
Lw of Maluku on Wednesday, the Media Indonesia daily

Violence kills 15
in Johannesburg

JOHANNESBURG, Apr 21:
Al least 15 people were killed
around Johannesburg in inct-
dents related to Monday's
burtal of slain South African
Communist Party (SACP)
leadcr Chris Hani, police said
Tucsday, reports AFP.

Four people died falling
from owercrowded trains tak-
ing people away from his fu-
neral rally in the ¥FNB soccer
stadium in Sowcio, and [from
the burial at the South Park
Cemetery near Hanf's home in
Boksburg, east of here, where
he was dead on April 10

Two while men were
burned to dealh when rampag-
ing youths torched houses near
the soccer stadium, and six

black men were found shot
dead in the east and black
townships of Vosloorus, near
Boksburg, and Katlehong

According to peace moni-
tors, the three killed at
Vosloorus were shot by gun-
men from the township's
Thokozani Migrant Workers'
Hostel, a stronghold of the
Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) a
bitler adversary of the SACP
and its ally the African National
Congress (ANC)

An ANC official who had
been distributing food out side
the Hani home was shot dead
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Croats, Muslims locked in

fighting despite truce

TUZLA, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Apr 21: Muslims and Croats
exchanged mortarfire in their
baltle for central Bosnia early
Wednesday morning, despite
rcporis a truce had been
struck, reports AP,

On another front this
morning, shells fell on Tuzla
for the first time in more than
two weeks.

The UN commander in
Bosnia, Gen Philippe Morillon,
had said Tuesday that
communications would delay
implementation of the truce,
according to Sarajcvo radio,

A British military
spokesman in Vitez said by
iclephone that fighting was
still raging Wednesday. e had
no cslimate ol casualtics, but

said those bodics found so far
included women and children,
some killed by small arms fire,

The main British peace-
keeping force {s based at Vitez.

Abut two dozen truces have
been declared and usually
quickly broken since Bosnia
seceded from Yugoslavia 14
months ago, over the objection
of ethnic Serbs who have since
overrun 70 per cent of the re-
public.

More than 134,000 pcople
have been killed or are missing
in the war,

Muslims and Croats had
been united in battles against
the Scrbs, but are ficreely con-
lesling scraps of territory not
in Scrb hands. At least 200
people have been killed in five

days of flighting in central
Bosnia.

In the east, the heavy Serb
guns -that had pounded the
Muslim enclave of Srebrenica
for nearly a year remained
sflent Tuesday for a third day,
under a UN-monitored truce
that forced outgunned Muslim
defenders to virtually surren-
der.

But UN officlals reported
occasional exchanges of small
arms and machine-gun fire.

The UN High Commissioner
for Reflugees, meanwhile,
urged that UN forces move in
to protect the Muslim enclaves
of Gorazdc and Zcpa and keep
conditions there from decterio-
rating to the state reached in
Srcbhrenica.

Reports from UN refugcee
stafl fn Srebrenica said the
town cannot sustain the thou-
sands of refugees whe have
crowded into it. They cited a
doctor who said 10 per cent of
the children have scurvy.
Scabies and lice are rampant,
and the lack of running water
and hygicne has made epi-
demics likely, they said.

UN officials on Tuesday
asked for more time to disarm
Muslim fighters in the enclave,

Canadian peacekeecpers were

to have disarmed the Muslims
by today. :

At least two shcells fell this
morning on Tuzla, one of the
[cw castern areas under
Bosnian government control
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Sanjay Dutt (C), Hindi film

star and son of Sunil Dutt, MP

being taken to court in Bombay Tuesday.

—AFP/UNB photo

‘German Gorbachev’ faces

trial for electoral fraud

. DRESDEN, Germany, Apr
21: Some: 200 supporters che-
ered and feted Hans Modrow,
the last communist prime
minister ol East Germany, as
he arrived here Tuesday to
lace trial for clectoral fraud in
1989, reports AFP,

Modrow, who was nick-
named the "German Gorba-
chev” for his reforms, appea-
red in court with three former
communist colleagues on the
charge ol having rigged the
Dresden Municipal Elections
on May 7, 1989.

Communist sympathisers
shouted a hcarty "Hurrah” as
Modrow, smiling entered the
courtroom. Bouquets of red
carnations were thrust into his
arms.

The main lcaders of the
Party of Democratic Socialists
(PDS), as the former East
German communist party is
now called, were in courtl to
show solidarity with their fel-
low member of the Bundcstag,

Modrow's Altorneys have
said it is absurd to put their
client on trial for electoral
[raud when it is well known
that free and fair elections
were never allowed in com-
munist East Germany.

But Stclfen leitman, Justice
Minister in the state of Saxony
here, has replied that the trial
is "a ncw step in the campaign
to punish the injusticcs com-

milted by communist East
Germany.”

The fraud in the May 1989
clections — which the ruling
communist party won in
Dresden by 98 per cent — is
said to have contributed to the
popular disenchantment which
led to the anti-government
demonstrations later that ;
culminating in the *fall of the
Berlin Wall on November 9.

Modrow, then Mayor of
Dresden  became Prime
Minister four days later and
conducted East Germany
through fits [irst-ever demo-
cratic elections in March
1990, le was Lhen succeeded
by the Christian Demoecerat
'rcmijer Lothar De Maiziere.

Mcanwhile, in the southwest
town ol Karlsruhe, prosecutors
announced that the last East
German chiefl of counter-espi-

onage, Gunther Kratsch, will

go on trial in Berlin ¢

with high treason for having
turned several West German
spics.

Kratsch, who ran East
German counter-espionage
[rom 1976 to 1989, will also
be charged with stealing 30
million marks from currency
transferrcd to East by West
Germans.

Three of Kratsch's former
sccurity ministry collcagues,
one general and two colonels,
will be co-accused in the trial.
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KATIIMANDU, Apr
Ncpalese Prime Minister Girfja
'rasad Koirala called on for-
cign diplomats Tucsday to help
scck an end to the problem of
rcfugees from Bhutan following
into the country, a Prime

Minister's ofTice official said,

_reports AFP

Koirala told diplomats here
he was secking an interna-
tional solution to stem the
Mlow of Bhutanese refugees of
Nepalese ethnicity here.

"Nepal's patience is weart
thin. Time {s running out
it scems we arc left with no
oplion but to ourscives
to internationalise the Bhuta-
nese refugee fssue,” he said.

The refugees are fleeing al-
lcged persecution in neigh-
bouring Bhutan and have
placed a burden on the Nepa-
lesce government.

Currently, more than
100,000 Bhutanese refugees
are sheliered in the camps and
about 100 more continue to
arrive dally, according to a
home Ministry official.

Koirala sald he had ap-

Koirala seeks for
solv

proached DBhutanese King
Jigme Singye Wangchuk to
discuss the matter and seck a
solution at a summit of the
South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
in Dhaka last week, but had

failed to reach any conclusive
arrangericnt.

The I'rime Minister said he

had proposed the two coun-
tries sct up a joint committee
-

Pakistan wants
to buy British
copters, ships

ISLAMABAD, Apr 21I:
Pakistan is ncgotiating Lo buy
British-made Sca Lynx heli-
copters and Type-21 ships (o
modernise its navy, sald Naval
Chicf Admiral Saced M Khan,
reports Recuter.

Pakistan wanis to buy a

ron of the shipborne Sca
Lynx heclicopters, military olli-
cinls said today.

@

ign help

e refugee issue

to decal with the problem. The
Bhutanese King was reported
to have accepted the ideca in
principle, but a dispute over
the wording of an agreement
prevented further progress.
"The basic diflerence re-
mained on the use of the term
‘problem of Bhutanese refu-
gees' which Bhutan did not
accept and which, from
Ncpal's point of view, was basic
to the formation of a joint

commitice,” Koirala said.
I'T! adds: King Bircndra of

Ncpal will visit India early next
month, signilying warming up
of bila relations.

During his visit, slated [rom
May four to scven, the King
will hold talks with Indian
leaders and also visit Buddhist
shrines in Bihar,

King Birendra had last vis-
ited New Dclhi in 1988 as the
then Chairman ol the South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC).

The King was at the centre
of a flerce row between the
lwo countries over the trade
and transit issucs in 1989,

“'Mazari assures’
press freedom

ISLAMABAD, Apr 21:
Pakistan's caretaker Prime
Minister Balkh Sher Mazari
said on Tuesday press {reedom
would be allowed by his admin-
istration, in power until elec-
tions in July, reports Reuter.

"l want the press to be abso-
lutely free,” he told local re-
porters in his first talk to
thecm since taking office on
Sunday, replacing sacked
prime minister Nawaz Sharil.

"There will be a complete .

frecdom to radio, telcvision
and the media during my ad-
ministration,” Mazari said, and
urged the local media to com-
pete with the foreign media to
be the first with home ncws.

"All significant
will be reflected in the media,”
said Mazari's Finance Minister
Farooq Leghari, who repre-
sents the Pakistan People's
Party of opposition leader
Benazir Bhutto.

Sharil has often becn at odds
with journalists during his 30-
month period in office, com-
plaining of sensationalism and
rumour-mongering in the local

ncwspapers,

The Barily Star 5

PARIS: A Saudi
lion [rancs (dirs 236,000] to charter a Concord to the United
States in a New York minute, a spokeswoman for the airline
said Wednesday, reports AP.

The prince, whose identity was kept confidential, missed

the daily 11 am supersonic [ligh
January 26 because of a trallic jam, the s

prince in a hurry paid Air France 1.3 mil-

t from Paris to New York on

man said,

A Boeing 747 was scheduled two hours later but would
have taken 4 1/2 hours longer than the 3 1/2-hour Concord
Nlight, said the spokeswoman, speaking on customary condi-

tion of anonymity.

Wanting to connect quickly with his personal 747 awaiting

him in New York for a flight to Los Angcles, he

paid Air

France in travelers checks to charter a Concord for him and

his 19-member entourage.

The price covered the cost of flying the jet round-trip, the

spokeswoman said.

A Concord and a crew were quickly
t AF495, its captain dressed in street

2 p m as special fligh

pressed inlo scrvice at

clothes instead of his unﬂ:nrm because of the short notice, she

said.

: Bout of job confusion

LONDON: a British minister suffered a bout of job

confusion

on Tuesday when asked to identify himsezlf before a House of
Commons Seclect Committee, reports Reuter.

"Myself, as
Indus

you know, | am Secretary
try” declared Social Security Secretary Peter Lilley.

of State for Trade and

The bewildered minister, who moved from tHe trade post
more than a ycar ago, only realised his mistake when the

room erupted in laughter.
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Japanese arranged

apanese needs $27,300
for Russian bride

marriages with Russian brides cost

twice as much as those with Koreans but only 20 per cent
more than those with Chinese women who are growing in

popularity, a
A spol

Tokyo-based

bachelors, the

Russian was three million
That compares with

come increasingly

bad publicity about

The spokesman sald Russian

broker said
man for Intermational B

, reports AFP.
a: Association (IBA) a

ncy which seeks foreign women for Japanese
cost of arranging

(27,300 dollars).
: t 1.5 million yen for Korean
brides and 2.5 million yen for Chinese partners, who have be-
popular here in the >ast two years amid

a marriage with a

with Filipino brides.
commanded a

premium due to the “risks® associated w'th doing business in
the former Sovict Union, notably in such lawicss places as
Viadivostok, the nearest major Russian ciy to Japan.
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Indonesia forbids lavish parties

J A: Indonesian authorities have barred public ser-
vants from throwing extravagant parties, the Minister for the
Utilization of the State Apparatus Brigadier General Tiopan
Bernhard Silalahi has said, reports AFP.

"As ol now, lavish parties (thrown) by public servants will
be forbidden”, the media Indonesia Daily Today queted
Silalahi as saying alter meeting Indonesian President Suharto
on Tucsday. Silalahi said Suharto has demanded that a regula-
tion to that effect be issued as soon as possible. He said how- .
ever circumstance would be taken into account when setting
up the criteria for lavish parties.

The minister said government officials should realize that
they necded to tonc down their celebrations because the ma-

points ol view "

jority of Indonesfans still lived in austerity.

| Israeli rockets destroy

19 homes in Gaza City

GAZA CITY, Occupied Gaza
Strip, Apr 21: [sraeli troops
firing anti-tank rockets de-
stroyed 19 homes here
Tuesday, shot dead a wanted
Palestinian and arrested four
others, Arab sources said, re-

The homes in the Tulah
Scction of Gaza City were dex

stroyed in a day-long search

for Palestinian militants, the
sources said.

A Palestinian wanted for be-
longing to the militant pro-
PLO group, the Fatah Hawks,
was shot dead and four others
arrested. Eight Palestinians
were shot and wounded, the
Palestinian seurces added.

The homeless families were
lodged in tents erected on the
site of the destroyed homes,
and their neighbeurs brought
them food and clething, the
sources said. i

A simflar operation was car-
ried on February 12 when 16
homcs were destroyed in the
Khan Yunes camp in the Gaza
Strip. The measures are in vio-
lation of article 33 of the
fourth Geneva convention.

But the army began destroy-
ing homes last July alter a sol-

dier was killed during a house

search.

The death of the alleged
Fatah-Hawks militant brings to
1,049 the number of
Palestinians killed by Isracli
gunfire since the Intifada
crupted in 1987, according to

an AFP toll.
Meanwhile, the army de-

nied allegations that its troops

on Monday had killed a mem-
s, a wing

bFr ol the Red
of the Popular Front for the
Libc¢ration of Palestine.

Storms kill 14 —

An China
HONG KONG, Apr 21: At
least 14 people were Kkilled

and more than were hurt

when heavy s hit south-

ern China, reports said today,
AFP %,

Six penplle died and-Jour

others were injured in hcavy
downpours accompanied by

hail in Guangxi province, the

Beijing-fund Hong Kong China,
news scrvice was quoted as

saying

Cult members were preparing
for military-type operation

WACO, Apr 21: Branch
Davidians spent 200,000 dollar
lo accumulate a high-powered
arscnal in just 16 months and
were preparing for "a military-
typc opcralion” in Waco, ac-
cording to the scarch warrant
federal agents were trying Lo
serve on cult leader David
Koresh on Feb. 28, reports AP,

The warrant also said
Koresh told a Texas social
scrvices worker last year that
he was a messcnger from God
and that "when he ‘reveals’
himselfl the riots In Los
Angcles would pale in compar-
ison to what was going to hap-
pen in Gaco.”

"Koresh stated that it would
be a ‘military-type operation’
and that all 'nonbelievers’
would have Lo sufler,” the doc-
ument satd.

The warrant, unsealed along

with other court decuments
Tucsday, was the basis of the
initial raid that ended in a 45-
minute gun battle, killing four
agents, and cult members.

The [afled radd started a 51 -
day standoll with Koresh that
ended Monday when the cult's
compound exploded in flames
in what authorities said was a
mass sulcide.

In other documents, Mled
with the court ecarlier this
month in support of indict-

ments unscaled Tucsday,
the u of Alcohol, Tobacco
and claimed Koresh

mel them at the door, clad in
black and carrying a rifle, and
that he vowed not to be taken
alive.

"Neither ATF of the
National Guard will ever get
met”, he was quoted as saying.
They got me once, and they
will never get me again. They
arc coming: the time has
come,”

There was no explanation of
Koresh's reference, but he ear-
licr had been tried and acquit-
led on altempted murder
charges sicmming for a 1987
gunfight for control of the sect.

The documents disclose a
yearlong investigation includ-

talks with gun dealers and
other witnesses across the
country.

By tnn:khz firearms trans-
action and shipping records.
ATF agents said they estab-
lished cult members spent at
least dirs 199,718 on
weapons, ammunition and re-
lated equipment between Oct.
19901 and Fcb 28. In addition,

weapons and ammunition were
bought regularly at flca mar-
kcis and gun shows, former

residents and associates said.
In 1992, the documents say

Koresh's purchases included
104 parts that AR-15-M-16
upper receiver parts. These
parts, when added to a AR-15
rifle, fully automatic weapon.
Also listed were purchascs ol
8,100 rounds of 9mm and .223
caliber ammunition for an AR-
15-M-186, one M-76 grenade
launcher, 26 various brands ol
handguns and long guns and
260 AR-15-M-16 magazincs.

The documents say carly on
the morning of Feb. 28, an un-
dercover ATF agent said he
was meeting with Koresh and
his top feutenant, Steve
Schneider, and other cull
members when the doomsday
prophet was summoned to an-
other room.

At almost the same time,
the affidavit claims, cult mem-
ber David Michael Jones re-
turned home aller learning the
compound might be raided

Koresh returned and ex-
claimed that the ATF and
Natfonal Guard ere coming to
get him.

Branch Davidian eult members Jaime Castillo (L) and
David Thibodeau (C), are coming
building after their arraignment
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out of the Federal Court
. The men were

two of only nine members who survived the blaze that

destroyed the Branch Davidian mpmnimn
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65pc Beijing residents

back capitalist HK

BEWING, Apr 2]: The ma-
jority of Beijing residents back
capitalist Kong and be-
licve the handover of the
[iritish colony to China In
1997 will pass off smoothly, an
opinfon poll showed today, re-
ports AFP,

Eighty per cent ol res
ndents in the poll pub
on the eve of the resu
ol Sino-British talks here said
the handover would be smooth
and the Dritish colony would
remain stable and rous.

Some 65 per cent said they
supported the survival of Hong
Kong's capftalist system, the
official China Datly said.

Under Sino-British agree-

ments the co fs to become
a special administrative zone

rctaining a high degree of au-
tonomy and its capitalist sys-
tem for 50 years ond the
handover.

The findings of the poll of
some 1,200 respondents con-
ducted in April fell into line
with Befjing's official line on
Hong Kong, analysts said, with
77 per went blaming London
for the Sino-British dispute
over the 's future,

The Enfglish-language
newspaper, attempling to jus-
tify the massive support lor the
ofMicial line, insisted that 36

per cent of those polied had
access o foreign mecdia re-
ports while nine and live por
cent respectively listened Lo
Voice of Amcerica or BUC
Radio, both froquently the tar-
get of official abuse here.

China Daily said the survey
was conducted by the Public

fon Research Institute of
the Chinese People’'s Umive-
rsity in collaboration with an
unidentified newspaper in
Shenzhen, southern China and
state television,

Sino-British talks broke off
aflter Hong Kong Geoverner
Chris PMalien announced pro-
democracy proposals for the
colony last October.

Lu Ping, China's scnier olli-
clals on llong affairs, said
in Betjing Tuescday that China
had no intention ol forming a
shadow government before the
takeover in 1997,

He said China's plu'l':"m
up a ratory com ce
ir:- Lh:ﬁ 1997 administra-
tion government of Hong Kong
was not aimed at establishing a
second power centre to rival

the Hong Kong government.
The commitice will be set

up in Beijing and not southern
C;tm as widely reported, he
said



