Jute Minister tells [JC meet

Collective efforts must
to save jute sector

The

international Jute Council

w.:"h::mu inter-

national collaboration and co-
opcration for revival, suste-
nance and development of the
g:-ljuum.wh

Inaugurating the four-day
council session Jute Minister
ASM Hannan Shah underlined
that cellective efforts had’ be-
th to halt the

trends in jute pro-
duction and marketing caused
by recent changes in the in-
ternational | and eco-
nomie seenario and thereby
save theg scctor.

"We need to have more
diversified use of jute to face
the present-day challenge and
thereby save the livelihood of
milllons of people in the jute
world who are directly or indi-
rectly involved in planting,

processing and marketing of
jute products,” the Minister
said.

The council scssion, being
altcnded by representatives
from five exporting and
lwenly-two importing coun-
tries of the D -based Inter-
national Jute Organisation
(WO), will consider the ap-
proval of three new projects
recommended by the ‘s
Committee on Projects which
conclude its three-day session
here Monday.

The LC, governing body of
the International Jute Organ-
isation, will also consider
administrative matters relating
to the organisation including
the proposed administrative

the council also being at-
tended by delegates of UN and
international agencies, trade

countries.

Hannan Shah noted that the
European Community’'s mar-
kets

USA. He hoped that with the
intensifying of ‘green move-
ment’ in Europe, the position
of products made with natural
fibres like jute would further
improve.

Referring to the findings of
the World Bank and FAO study
that there would be shrinkage
in the consumption of jute in
North America and Western
Edrope, the Minister urged
the council to give careful con-
sideration to such a sftuation
and formulate plans and pro-
grammes for the future,

Hannan Shah urged the
member countries and donor
agencies to make available

special funds for financing 1JO
projects.
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BIDS study on rural poverty
A section of poor saw

better days in '90- 92

By Staff Correspondent

The moderately poor of the
country had scen a slight im-
provement in their condition
during 1990-92.

lHiowever, Lthe status of the
extreme poor remained largely
unchanged during the time.

These were revealed in a
survey rcport of Bangladesh
Institute of Development
Studies (BIDS) conducted by
Hlossain Zillur Rahman and
Binayak Sen. The report was
made public at a seminar on
rural poverty at the BIDS

The rescarchers sum-
marised the period in the sur:
vey as "A time of hope and a
time of despair.”

They said that good weather
resulting in good harvests and
changes in the labour market
situation mainly contributed to
the improvements.

In the indicators of hope,
the researchers rcported that
the pro n of scholds
scif-categorised as in delficit
status had declined [rom 69
per cent to 56 per cent,

Average man-days of annual
employment per rural house-
hold had increased by 18 per
cent and there had been a shift
[rom casual wage labour to
contract labour.

Changes in rural housing

conditions also showed net
improvements for 19 per cent
of all households. The r-
tion of rural population wi t
access to minimum clothing
had declined from 12 per cent
to four per cent. The capacity
of the poor to meet houschold
contingencies from own re-
sources also rose from 30 per
cent to 40 per cent.

School enrollment rates of
boys rose from 53 per cent to
63 per cent durinf the period
while those of girls rose from
44 per cent to 59 per cent
There was also a noticeable
trend towards full completion
of the school cycle, the re-
scarchers found.

Access to emergency credit
for the womenfolk also in-
creased from 55 per cent to
71 per cent, the rcport stated.

However, in the indicators
of despair, Rahman and Sen
said that the moderate poor
had most of the benefits while
the proportion of households
in the extreme poor status had
remaincd largely unchanged at
20 per cent during the period
in survey. |

The two rescarchers also
mentioned that although an
exceptionally good weather
had caused lower incidence of
natural disaster-related crisis
during the period, the vulner-
abilities arising from crisis
rcmained very active,

Crisis factors accounted for
46 pecr cent of reported causes
that explained deterioration in
housechold status, the report
said. A _
The health sector had seen

“very little” achievements
during 1990-92, the rcport
said, adding that the positive
developments in immuniza-
tion, access to [resh drinking
water and sanitary toilets
remained questionable at the
point of qualitative changes.

It said that only 10 per cent
of the rural sick had got gov-
ermment health care, a slight
decline fram the 1960 level. -

Rahman and Sen in their
report underlined the
“unbroken series of good har-
vests,” and ‘opportunitics
opened wup by structural
changes in rural labour mar-
kets as well as by the linkage
effects of rural infrastructure
creation,” and to a small ex-
tent by targeted assistance that
had intensified the average
work-input of the poor by 18
per cent and by as much as 37
per cent in case of the ex-
treme poor.”

The report said that 26 per
cent of reported causes of im-
provement were attributed to
natural factors while another
41 per cent to various struc-
tural factors such as better
economic opportunities.

Rahman and Sen in their
conclusion said that, "The
erucial task is to identify the
growth variables that carry the
most rty reduction poten-
tial.” They said “The most
common weakness in the
poverty agenda is to isolate the
discussions of growth and that
of poverty alleviation and
thercby confer on the poverty
issue a resjdual status beyond
economic growth.”

said that as natural
disasters, illness expenditure
and insecurity erode the in-
come of the poor, their capac-
ity to cope with such calami-
tics must be strengthened.

They also recommended
balanced improvements in in-
frastructural and qualitative
performance of social sector
facilities like health and educa-
tion. They also stressed the

need to improve implementa-
tion of poverty alleviation activ-

Jagannath Hall
raided, arms
recovered

By DU Correspondent
Police raided the Jagannath

Hall of the Dhaka University

yesterday ) morning.

During about an hour
scarch, lice recovered a
sawed-off rifle, four bullets and
two big cheppers.

Nobody was arrested, police

According Lo sources, the
police on an information
raided the hall at about 6:00
am yesterday in a drive to re-
cover illegal arms and ammu’
nition. -

Editor:ﬂ.hl.hli
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Bangladesh National
yesterday.

" Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia spea .
Electricity Workers Union (CBA) in th

- Edn projects
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meeling suggested the cduca-
tion ministry for the maximum
utilisation of allocated [unds
for the projects during the
current fiscal year,

The meeting observed that
there was no financial progress
of 19 projects included in the
ADP.

The meeting was informed
that according to plannin
commission and evaluation cell
of the ministry, the financial
insolvency has reduced the
standard of education and
caused faflure in imparting
proper training to the teachers
in secondary schools. It was
observed in the mecting that
there was need to evaluate the
role of the University Grants
Commission regarding the uni-
versity education. :

The meeting suggested that
the female school assistance
project and Open University
project could be considered as

priority projects.
Patiya poura
chairman gets
7 yrs Rl

CHITTAGONG, Apr 20: The
sccond Additional Sessions
and Anti-Smuggling Tribunal
Judge here Syed Enayetullah
today sentenced Patiya Poura-
sava Chairman Shamsul Alam
Master to seven years rigorous
imprisonment (RI) and [ined
Taka 50,000 in default to
suffer one year more Rl on

charge of smuggling, reports
3SS.

The prosecution story is
that Patiya police seized con-
trabands including VCPs and
VCRs worth over Taka one
crore 23 lakh 35 thousand
from truck no. Chatta Metro D-
1355 on December 30, 1990.
Police held an inquiry and
found that Shamsul Alam
Master was di involved in
smuggling of the contrabands.
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king at the first biennial council session of the
e WAPDA building premises
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PM : System loss

From Page 1 Col 7

cluding industrialisation and
agricultural devclopment, de-
pcnd on this sector.

Begum Zia accused the past
autocratic government ol crip-
pling the power seclor in a
well-planned manner. She said
the system loss rose to 45 per
cent during the autocralic
regime but it has now been re-
duced to 34 per cent with the
help of the employees. She
stressed the need for bringing
down the system loss further
to 25 per cent.

She said the present gov-
¢rnment attaches priority to
the power sector for continued
development and said the 210
mecgawatt power stalion at
Raozan in Chittagong will go

into opcration very . soon while’

the 5th unit of Ghorasal Powcr
Station will be completed by
the year-end.

Referring to the progress
achicved by some of the neigh-
bouring countries, she said
production is not hampcred,
resources are not destroyed
and hartals are not called on
trifling issues in those coun-
trics.

“Discipline has returncd to

Diarrhoea kills
4 1in Pabna

PABNA, Apr 20: Diarrhoea
today claimed four lives and al-
tacked 132 people in two
thanas of the district, oflicals
said, reports UNB. *

The victims were identified
w1 s ' hwar32
and Abu Taleb, 12 of Is i
thana and Johsna Khatun, 1 of
Sadar thana.

With this the number of
deaths rose to six in the dis-
trict during the last two days.

Aflzal Talukder, 46, and
Moli, 3 of Sadar thana died of
the disease on Monday.

A total of B4 medical teams
arc working in the affected ar-
eas to combal the water borne

the cconomic scctor. We have
reached the doorstep of self-
suflicicnecy In food. Investment
has gaincd momentum:. Our
industrial licy has been
praiscd at all quarters and the
annual GDP has increased de-
spite worldwide recession,”
she pointed out.

Presided over by President
of PDB CBA Kazi Habibur
Rahman, the meeting was also
addressed by Energy and
Mineral Resources Minister
Prof Khandakar Mosharral
Hossain, Social Welfare and
Women Affairs Minister
Tariqul Islam, State Minister
for Youth and Sports Sadck
Hossain, Dhaka City
Corporation Mayor Mirza Abbas
and Khulna City Mayor Tayebur
Rahman.

Labour leaders including GS
of Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal
Nazrul Islam Khan, Vice
President of Sramik Dal Abul
Kashem Chowdhury, DESA
CBA President Kazi Mosharral
lHossain and GS of Jatiya
Biddyut Sramik Karmachari
Union Zafrul Hassan also spoke
on the occasion.

Medicines worth

Tk 13.35 lakh
seized at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

Customs oflicials seized

contraband medicines worth
about Tk 13.35 lakh at the Zia
Internatfonal Airport Tuesday
morning.
,.-A customs squrce said that
they recovered ten injectable
items and tablets from four
hand bags sent to Dhaka from
Karachi, Pakistan, by a
Bangladesh Biman flight (BG-
032) Tuesday morning,

The source said, when none
of the passengers claimed the
bags the customs officials
opened the bags in presence of
scveral senfor customs officers
and recovered the contraband
medicines worth about Taka
13,35,800. .
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Azam,

Nor'wester

From Page 1 Col 4

Nor'westcr accompanicd by
hail-storm that lashed Lal-
monirhat district early hours
Tuesday damaged about 200
houses and standing ¢rops on
vast acres of land.
. The nor'wester hit the dis-
trict at 4 am and lasted for an
hour. The officials recorded 18
mm rain during the time. The
‘worst alfected areas are
Dooljor, Batrish Hazari, Khut-
amara and lhat in Sadar
thana, Kakina in Kaliganj
thana, Durgapur and Velabari
in Aditmari thana.

Agriculture Extension
Department sources said lrri-
boro paddy and jute on 300
acres of land in Dooljor village
were destroyed by the hail-
storm.

Eleetric lines ﬁere cut-off

and at least 200 kutcha housecs

were da rendering hun-

.
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dreds ol people homeless,

Hard Rock project

From Page 1 Col 7

Bangladesh Railway is also
desperately in need ol the

ment projects have been aban-
doned due to shortage of hard

the same.

hard rock. Two of its develop-

rock as India faifled to supply

discase.

Jamaat-e-Islami brought out a procession in city yesterday demanding release of Golam

'

— Star photo

Ei_zami asks Rafi_c_l_ul Islam

‘Where was the Constitution
when Khaleda went to Azam' ?

Jamaat-e-Islami Sccretary
Gencral Maulana Matiur
Rahman Nizami yesterday
blasted the pgovernment for
keeping Golam Azam in deten-
tion as sevcral thousand
demonstrators marched the
city streets demanding release
of their leader, reports UNB.

Without Jamaal's support, it
would not have been possible
[or BNP to form the gévern-
ment two ycars ago, he told a
prc-march rally at the North
Gale of Baitul Mukarram
Mosque in Lhe alternoon, yes-
terday.

Refuting
Minister's

Waorks
that

the
statement

~ Golam Azam was detained ac-

cording to Constitution,
Nizami asked “where you kept
the Constitution®™ when an
emissary from BNP was sent to
Jamaal chief seeking his help
in forming the government.
The Jamaat leader said Begum
Zia also went to Prof Golam
Azam and sought his help in
forming her government at
that eritical hour. It would
have been very diflicult for
BNP to form the government,
had Prof. Golam Azam neot

agreed with thé request, he
added.

Nizami said the Golam Azam
issuc has been kept hanging
‘for political rcasons to sup-
press Islamic upsurge and ap-
pease the forces ol aggres-
sion,’

Responding to the Works
Minister's allegation branding
Jamaat as "fundamentalist,” the
Jamaat Secretary General said
had his party been aggressive,
police would not have been
able to take away Prof Golam
Azam without bloodshed.

Some psycophants are try-
ing to mislead the Prime
Minister about Jamaat, Nizami
said and appcaled to the
“conscience of the Prime
Minister” not to pay heed to
these vested quarter.

Presided over by city
Jamaat chiel Azharul Islam, the
briel rally was also addressed
by ecity Jamaat General
Secretary Maulana Jasimuddin.

After the rally, a militant
processfon was brought out.
The processionists shouted
anti-government slogans andl
demanded immediate release
of Jamaat leadcr Golam Azam.

Schoolmate
murdered

Frgm Our Correspondent

RAJBARI, Apr 20: A student
of class seven Motiur Rah-
man, 14, was allegedly killed by
his classmates in the village
Govindapur of Union
under Rajbari ar thana

yesierday.

Police said, Motiur's class-
mates Abu Newaz Mondol and
Ziaur Rahman yesterday momn-
ing called him out from his
residence. He has been miss-
ing since then.

Police recovered Motjur's
body from the bank of river
Padma this afternoon.

Aflterwards, Motiur's par-
ents identificd the body and
informed police the names of
the suspects, Mondol and
Ziawr,

Police later arrested
Mondo! and Ziaur who con-
fessed killing of Motiur with
the help of two others near
river Padma.

On the basis of their confes-
sion, police is looking for

Kawscr and Wasim, two other
classmates of Motiur.

Annual audit
report presented
to President

The Comptroller and
Auditor Gencral presented an-
nual audit reports along with
appendices to audit reports
and appropriation accounts to
President Abdur Rahman
[iswas at Bangabhaban yester-
day, reports UND.

The reports include annual
audit reports for four [iscal
ycars till 1988-89, appendices
to audit reports for 1977-78
and 1982-83 and reports on
appropriation accounts for
threc years from 1983-84, in
respect of various ministrics
and departments, government
and semi-government com-
mercial organisations, foreign
aided projects and Bangladesh
missions abroad.

While receiving the audit
reports {rom Comptroller and
Auditor Genera] KM Hossain,
President Biswas advised him
lo try to update the reports
gradually.

According to constitutional
provision, thesc reports will be
placed before the parliament
in due course, an oflicial hand-
out said.

Rohingyas
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observé hartal in Teknal and
Ukhiya tomorrow (Wednesday)
to press home their demand
for quick return of the
reiu :

Ihf::;whllc, Ukhtya police
today arrested one Rashid
Ahmed from Jummapara tran-
sit camp on charge of instigat-
ing the refugees not to go back
to their homeland.

Pak businessmen

From Page 1 Col &
former Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutlto, as Finance Minister.

Leghari was the first cabinet
minister to be named by

Mazari. _ '
Mm}l said at a press con-

ference that his government
would do ‘all it can’ to put an
end to terrorism.

Mazari said the government
had no plans to arrest his pre-
decessor unless he was for-
mally charged for crimes
committed during his tenure
or to stop his campaign to
drum up support in the pro-
vinces against dismissal.

The accountability we seek
is free of any taint of political
victimisation,' Mazari said, ‘It's
a democratic country, he
(Sharil) has the right to go
wherever he wants.’

Meanwhile, the Speaker of
the dissolved National Assem-
bly, Gohar Ayub Khan, said he
would take the President to
court to challenge the Sharif
government's dismissal.

“This is secking the return
of the government. The in-
terim government is illegal
and malafide,’' said Ayub Khan,
calling the 78-year-old Presi-
dent appearance on television
late Sunday to announce the
sacking ‘laugable’.

The petition would be
heard at the Lahore High Cou-
rt Wednesday, he said.

Nawaz Sharif, claiming he
had the support of all Pgkis-
tanis, said Tuesday that Ishaq
Khan had dismissed him for
‘sclfish motives' to the detri-
ment of the national interest.

Sharil defcnded at a press
conference his 29-month-old
government's economic re-
cord, saying it had produced
the fastest growing economy
in South Asia before it was
sacked by Ishaq Khan on
Sunday.

‘Ghulam Ishaq Khan is play-
fng with the destiny ol the
nation ... he's acted out of pu-
rely selfish motives,’ said
Sharil, adding that he 'saw no
rcason why the Natfonal
Assembly had to be dissolved.

Sharil, who plans to mo-
bilisc the pcople, sald he
would go on a train ride to
Lahore on Wednesday stopping
along the way to address
crowds.

'The battle has started,” he
said in a reference 1o moves
by Gohar Ayub Khan to bring
Ishaq Khan to court to chal-

| lenge the dismissal,
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Demirel may succeed Ozal

ANKARA, Apr 20: Turkish President Turgut Ozal's body lay

in state today and news

Demirel was best-placed to become the next

papers said Prime Minister Suleyman

president. Ozal's

wecping wife Scmra, his three children and otfier relatives
were the first to file past the coflin, draped in the red-and-
white Turkish fag in the parliament building reports

9 die in Pak blast

PESHAWAR (Pakistan), Apr 20: A landmine blew up pick-
up truck in a border area in northwestern Pakistan, killing

Reuter.

nine government militiamen and

injuring four others, gov-

emment officials said en Tucsday. They said they believed the
incident in the Khyber tribal area on Monday evening was

caused by

sabotage. Saboteurs had planted the mine on the

road which blew up when the truck drove over it. reports

Clinton to order probe
into Cult incident

WASHINGTON Apr 20: President Clinton will order an in-
vestigation into cvents leading up 1o the flery end of the 51-
day siege at David Koresh's compound, the White House said

Reuter.

Tuesday

Representatives will open hearings
ernment's handling of the event, which led

. It was also announced Tuesday that the House of

on Friday
to the deaths

2

into the gov-

Bﬁpcnplc.Tthﬁlnﬂtulﬂlts:ﬂﬂtﬁmnm-ﬂnf-ﬂ

cide aller

agents started smashing down the compound walls.

reports AP. (Earlier story on Page 5)

Gunmen loot village in
Bogra, kidnap girl

DOGRA, Apr 20 : A teenaged
girl was kidnapped and all
property of 41 families looted
and destroyed in an armed at-
tack by miscreants at
|latbarichar in Sariakandi
thana ecarly Monday, reports
UNI.

Police said a gang with
fircarms attacked the Jarmuna
riverside locality, looted all
valuables of the villagers and
pul fire to their houses. They
also kidnapped Mofiran, a 16-
year daughter of late Amanat.

Scven people were also in-
jured in the attack. They are
Kal (25) , Sandula (60), Del
(45), Maimana (45), Kashem
(30), Chunnu (60) and Sattar
(35).

The victims remained un-
der the open sky.

Scparate cascs were filed
with Sariakandi thana.

A dacoity was also commit-
ted at the samec village the
previous night. Valuables and
cattle worth about Tk 3 lakh
were looted,

Another report from
Magura adds : A young girl was

kidnapped and raped by a gang
of armed miscreants in the

municipal area on Sunday.

According to police , the
miscreants entered the house
of Champa at dead of night and
ook her to a nearby field
forcibly and violated her one
after another.

Local people recovered her
form the ficld in an uncon-
scious state and sent her to
Sadar Hospital.

A case has been filed with
the local thana.

Ajker Kagoj
editor, reporter

acquitted

The Additional Chiel Metro-
politan Magistralc yesterday
rclicved the Editor of dafly
Ajker Kagoj Kazi Shahed
Ahmed and Stall Reporter Gazi
Abu Bakar Siddigi of a case
filed by former MP Miah
Abbasuddin. reports UNDB. :

Magistrate AKM Kamal-
uddin disposed of the case in
vicw of the continued absence
ol the complainant.

Azam: Citizenship

From PPage 'Ifl‘-n!-l

contention of the counsel for
the petitioner that Act 5, al-
though made with retrospec-
tive eflcct, could not reopen
the closed case of Golam
Azam. |

Thercalter, Barrister Yusul
dealt with the declays and
latches of the petitoner in fil-
ing the writ for the period
from April 23, 1977 till
November 08, 1978, the dates
when the governmcent refused
to grant him citizenship and
the day he applied for
restoration of his ecitizenship
after surrendering his
Pakistani passportl.

He argued that the pcti-
tioner ~could not move the
High Court during the [ive
long years of Emergency be-
tween December 1974 and
December 1979, when, he
added, the dundamental rights
guaranteed undgr the
Constitution were suspended.

The principles of natural
justice, Barrister Yusuf said,
had also been violated in the
case of the petitioner,

It was duty cast upon the
authority that passcd the or-
der to abide by the principles
of natural justice,
“And that duty is to hear the
other side, otherwise any or-
der passed in violation of the
principles of natural justice
renders the order void."

He noted that the impugne
notification issued to the pe-
titioner, on April 18, 1973,
was passcd without a hearing
and issuance of a show cause
notice and that the violation' of
the principles of natural jus-
tice rendered the order, he
said,” a nullity in the eye ol
the law.”

Barrister Yusuf also pointed
out that all newspaper clip-
pings and other papers pro-
duced byt he State Counsel,
depicting conduct of the peti-
tioner, had only been for the

April to December 1971 pe-
riod.

Golam Azam obtained a
Pakistani passport in 1972, he
said, "under compulsive cir-
cumstances and out of extreme
nccessity” as there was no
diplomatic relationship be-
tween Pakistan and Bangladesh
at the time and the same con-
ditions prevailed during the
petitioners’ subsequent visit
to Saud{ Arabia.

The petitioner
tain the Pakistani passport
under compulsfon, he said,
and travelled to London April
1973,

“Immediately thereafter he
(the petitioner) found that the
government declared him to
be disqualified to be deemcd
a citizen, so the doors of the
Bangladesh High Commission

had to re:

he added. .

- Rangpur, 41 in

in London were also closed to
him,” Barrister Yusul ex-
plained,

Thus, he added, the peti-
tioner travelled to Bangladesh
on a Pakistani passport, using
it "only” as a travel document,
in 1978 and within four
months applied for his citi-
zenship by “surrendering his
Pakistani passport.

Subsequently, the peti-
tioner also submitted an oath
of allegiance to Bangladésh, he
said.

The Counsel for the peti-
tioner -argued that Azam was
never a Pakistani citizen al any
pint of time aflter the
Independence of Bangladesh.

*Professor Golam Azam is a
citizen of Bangladesh by opera-
tion of law and the Impu
government notification is flie-
gal, corum-non-judice, post
majafide for the collateral pur-
pose to victimise a political
opponent, and therefore the
order is bad as per law.”

Finally, citing a deeision of
the House of Lords (1942 ap-
peal cases] and quoting Lord
Atkins, he concluded: “Law
speaks the same language in
time of war or peace”.

806 expelled
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ingdhi, 11 from Netrakona, 9
from Shariatpur, 8 [rom
Manikganj and the rest from
the centres of the other
districts. An invigilator was
expelled from Pangsha centre.
The board office could not
provide any information re-
garding the cenlres of
[Farid pur and Gazipur.

In the Rajshahi Board a total
of 304 candidates and eight
invigilators were expelled.

The highest number of ex-
aminces were expelled from
the Dinajpur district's centres,
while from Gaitbandha 64 ex-
aminces and eight tnvigilators
from the Saidullahpur centre
under the same district, 24
were In Kurigram, 32 in
Sirajganj, 20 in Bogra, 18 in
Thakurgaon
and the rest from eight other
districts,

In the Jessore Board a total
ol 13 candidates were expelied
from a total of 105 centres.

The highest number of 6
examinees were expelled in
Jessore while in, Jhalakathi
and Kushtia 2 each and one in
Narail.

On the first day ol the ex-
amination Monday, some 700
examinees and five invigilators

were expelled the
country.

A total 679,010 candidates
were appearing at the SSC ex
amination this year from 611
centres under the four boards.

aCross



