10 Whe Puily St

Sylhet face uphill task

Star-studded Syl-
het DSA would
find 1t an uphill
task to stage the
scl for a revanche
as the last year's
runners-up were bowiled out
for a paltry 192 against former
Bangladesh Biman
on the first day of the second
semifinal of the 19th Gold Leal
national cricket championship
at the Dhaka Stadium
vesterday.
Sylhet lost to Chittago
who have already forti
themselves in a position from
where they can either retain
aor repounce the title with a
very comlfortable victory agai-
nst Dhaka University in the
first semifinal on Mondl]r — in

H‘l‘mmldh:ubnnh

more worse for Sylhet had Gazi
Ashral Hossain Lipu, the
former national ski who
had recently inspi Abahani
Krira Chakra to win the 1992-
83 Navana Premier Division
cricket lcague title, not scored
a sedate hall-century. His 53,
followed by a typical 42 from
nalfonal cricketer Aminul
Islam Bulbul came as what

might turn as the saving grace
in thie jong run.

Earlier, sent in to bat,
Sylhet made a heavy weather
as Diman paceman Mizanur
Rahman Babul clean bowled
opener Liton for one, with the
score on [wo.

Bespectacled Azhar Hossain
Shantu teamed up with Rafiqul
Alam to steer Sylhet to relative
salcty with some cautious bat-
ling against Saiful and com-
pary.

With the score on 56,
Anwarul Amin Azhar hovering

New Boxing Fed

commitiee

The National Sports Council
(NSC) yesterday reconstituted
the executive commitiec of
Bangladesh Amateur Boxing
Federation with Major General
Amin Ahmed C hury as its
president, reports BSS.

The other members of the
25-member committee are:
Vice presidents — Lt Col (retd)
M A Latif, M Reza and Lt Col
(retd) Harunur Rashid.

General Secretary — Latifur
Rahman Khan.

Joint Secretaries — Mom-
tazuddin Bhuiyan and Yousuf

gy — S M Alam,
Members - Saidur Rahman,
‘A K Asadullah; “Abdul ‘Qader,
Sultanuddin Ahmed, Siddiqur
Rahman Bhutyan, Abdul Halim,
Sheikh Nur Hussain, Qazi Ab-
dul Mannan, Amjad Hossain,
Ekramuzzaman, Dr Jahangir
Alam, Yousuf Sona, and one
representative .each [rom
HBangh:lenh Army, Bangladesh
avy,
ladesh Police and fthe Hnﬂorlli
Sports Council.

Bahrain beat
Bangladesh in
Davis Cup

Bangladesh lost to Bahrain
1-2 in the Davis Cup Asia-
Occania zone Group Three
match held in Doha, Qatar
Monday, according to a mes-
sage received in Dhaka yester-
day cvening.

Bangladesh lost the first
singles when Faisal Syed Huq
was beaten by Essam Jaflar
Abdul-aal 2-6, 4-6.

National number one Hira
Lal brought parity (1-1) defeat-
ing Shehab Ruh:d Shehab 6-
2. 8-3 in the sccond singles.

Bangladesh suflered a shock
-2 as the Bahrain pair won
the doubles by two sets t6 one.
Essam Jaflar and Nader Jallar
beat sh's Faisal Syed
Huq and Sk Moinuddin
Walfullah 6-2, 4-6, 6-2.

Shovon Jamaly was the
other player in the four-mem-
ber Davis cup team.

The UAE, Qalar, Singapore,
- Syria, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon,
Bahrain and Singapore arec
playing in ﬂmup Three.

- In opening day matches,
“the . UAE beat Qataf 3-0,

. Singapore outplayed Syria 3-0.
“Saudi Arabia defeated Lgbanon

Sports Reporter

in the twilight zone of his ca-
reer, dealt double blows in
quick succession with his ofl-

A A AZHAR.. 4 for 41

spinners to push the Sylhet
inpings in a limbo. Shantu
displayed his now all too famil-
jar streak ol appcaring sur-
feited and blase after twenty or

thirty runs against his name
and Babul took his miscued
stroke in the deep to send the
lethargic batsman back for 24.

If Shantu's was a case ol
motivation Rallq brought his
downfall for sheer intemper-
ance and the veteran Barisal-
born batsman left the stage for
31 with Mahbubur Rahman
Selim taking his catch off
Azhar.

Safful, the fire-breathing
paceman, scent Athar Alf back
into the pavilion for eight and
from a tottering s of 80 for
four, Bulbul and Lipu took the
scorc to 138 with some dis-
ciplined batting.

Onec again Sylhet sullcred a
double blow with Bulbul de-
parting first, for a well made

Al-hrd' who hung around

a fine 53, aired a
ﬂmllt off the left-arm spinner
and Seclim held the second of
his three catches without
much fuss.

The finger-spinning :Iun of
Azhar and Moni gave the
Sylhet tail no chance to wag
and alt veteran Waheedul
Chani remmined unbeaten on

2 Sylhet were all out for 192
in 71.1 overs with meorc than
cight overs of their allotted
guota of 80 overs to spare.

Azhar extracted some spin
from the wicket to finish with
flattering figures of four for 41.
Moni, too, added to the mis-
erics of the Sylhct batsmen
with res of two for 26.

the wicket assisting
the spinners Sylhet with slow
lcit-armer Sh Saikat
scasoned leggie Waheed and
offic Shantu in their ranks may
discover a tolal of 192 s not
all that inadequate as the air-
Hners begin their innings lo-

day.

SCOREBOARD
SYLHET:
Liton Ibw b Babul 01
Shantoo ¢ Babul b Azhar 24
Rafique ¢ Selim b Azhar 31
Bulbul ¢ sub (Rafique) :
b Bachchu 42
Atahar Ali b Saiful 08
Lipu ¢ Selim b Moni 53
Suru ¢ Selim b Azhar 01
Nasu run out 05
Saikat b Moni 01
Prince b Azhar 10
Wahid not out 04
Extras: (b-1, Ib-5, wb-4,
nb-2) 12
Total: (71.]1 overs) 192
Fall of wickets: 1-2; 2-56;

3-65: 4-B0; 5-138; 6-143; 7-
155; B-156; 9-184.

Substitute Raliq took his Bowling: O M R W
catch as the diminutive bats- Saiful 11 1 .33 1
man with quicksilver foolwork  Babul 16 4 31 1
chanced his arm against Selim 34 0 14 O
Ahmad Igbal Bachchu. Bachehu 11 0 39 |1

Enamul Huq Moni, the Moni 12.1 2 26 2
Biman skipper, joined Azhar in  Azhar 16 3 41 4
thc demolition act and Gazi  Shahcen 1 0 n

“Holford still worried

PORT OF SPAIN,
Trinidad, Apr 20
: Manager David
llolford said he
was still unhappy
with his West
Indics team des-pite their

three-day thrashing of Pakistan
in the first Test, reports
Reuter,

West Indies won on Sunday
by 204 runs with two days to
spare but Holford said he was
worried by the side's inconsis-
tent batting.

“There were to many incon-
sistencies in the middle order
batting during the tour of
Australia in particular. The
batsmen came good at difler-
ent times but there has not
been a consistent run by any
one player and that is a worry,”
he said on Monday.

Holford added he had been

surprised by the swilt cnd to
the game but was disturbed by
his side’s collapsc in the sec-

ond innings when they
slumped from 333 for three to
382 all out.

However, Holford, a former
Test leg-spinner, said he be-
lieved it would be very diflicult
for Pakistan to win the three-
Test- serics from being 1-0
down.

"But once again we arc not
going to underrate them since
they came back from a 2-0
down situation .in the limited
overs series.”

Pakistan manager Khalid
Mahmood acknowledged his
team had a diflicult task ahead
but he was optimistic.

"Had it been a five-Test
series Lthe Pakistanis would
have certainly come back into
it. Since it is a three-match
serfes it will be more difficult
— but we will certainly try our
best,” he said.

In defence of his players,
Mahmood said they had played
only one Test in nine months
while West Indies had been in-
volved in a three-Test series in
Australia.

Mahmood said a lack of ap-
plication had cost his side the

match. Their failure to capi-

first innings total and the
bowlcrs’ I'ailun: to contain West
Indics batsmen in the second
innings also contributed to
their downfall.

The second Test starts in
Barbados on Friday.

Bird, Bucknor not

impressed

7 PORT OF SPAIN, Apr 20 :
The pitch used for the f[irst
Test between the West Indics
and Pakistan is to be criticised
by the umpires, reports AFDP.

England's Dickie Bird and
Jamaica's Steve Bucknor —
who gave a world record 17
lbw decisions during the
match at the Queen's Park
Oval, won by the home side by
204 runs — will criticise the
wicket in their report.

Pakistan manager Mudassar
Nazar agreed that the piteh
was of very poor quality but he
would not blame the surface
for his side’'s deleat.

"With the ball keeping low,
our batsmen should have becn
more at home for they are
mainly front-foot players,” he

’ajghlsn Pakistani bowlers tend
te bring the ball in, which is
the more dangerous ball in the
circumstances.”

The match saw 17 wickets
fall in the first day but
Mudassar believed match fit-
ness had caused Pakistan's
downfall, adding : "We will be
more attuned for the second

Test.
EH-r: said there would be fare

changes in the batting, a hint
that veteran Javed Miandad,
the most capped of all
Pakistan's cricketers, could be
dropped.

Mudassar added : "Javed is
not fully fit. His back keeps
giving him trouble from time
to time."

Leg-spinner Mushtaq
Ahmed will definitely ‘not play
in the Barbados Test, alter
more pains in his back. The
Pakistan management is con-
tcmplating flying him to
London for a second operation
on his injury.
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and Dholaipar High at the Outer Stadium kabaddi court yesterday. Dholaipar won the

tie 37-9.

— Star pheto

Hadlee to play
once again

LONDON, Apr 20 : Sir
Richard Hadlee, the world's
lcading Test wicket-taker, has
been persuaded out of retire-
ment for a match on Saturday

RD HADLEE
by English northern league
club Leyland, reports Roeuter

The former New Zealand
all-rounder has agreed lo play
agninst Lancaster In place of
Gordon Grecnidge, who 18 in
the Caribbecan to receive an
award for his scrvices to West
Indian cricket.

Hadlee, 42, has not played
competilively since a heart by-
pass operation two yecars ago.
He is in England on a speaking
lour.

His Test haul of 431 wick
ets is currently under threal
from Indian all-rounder Kapil

Maradona & co
suspended

MADRID, Apr 20: Argen-
tinfan stars Diego Maradona
and Diego Simeone of Scville
have been suspended by the
Spanish Football Federation
here on Monday for failing to
appear at a disciplinary
hearing, rcports AFP.

They were duc to be ques-
tioned over f[ighting which
broke out among players fol-
lowing a league match between
Cadiz and Seville on March 21.

Club trainer Carlos Bilardo,
his assistant Miguel Angel
Lemme and club president
Luis Cucrvas were also sus-
pcnded for failing to appear.

The players will not be al-
lowed to play and the trainers
not sit"on the bench until the
suspension is lifted.
 All five have been ordered

to appear belore a new hearing
next Wednesday.

‘Maradona says;
' ] L]
he's a victim

MADRID, Apr 20: Argenti-
nian star Diego Maradona has
accused the Spanish football
authorities of victimising aflter
he was randomly tested for
drugs aflter Sevilla's match
against Real Oviedo on April 4,
reports AFP, -

Maradona, who passed the
test, was suspended from in-
ternational football for one year
after testing positive for co-
caine in Italy in 1991.

The Argentinian refused to
believe, however, that his se-
lection was coincidental.

"l thought the mafia only
existed in Italy," he said here
on Tuesday.

Claudio Caniggia, the AS
Roma striker and Argentinian
international, 1is presently
awaiting sentence in Italy after
failing a drugs test last month.

Botham, Garner to
test Aussie
strength

LONDON, Apr 20: Australia
will come face to face with lan
Botham and his old Somerset
teammate Joel Garner in the
opening match of their Ashes
tour against the Duchcess of
Norfolk's XI at Arundel on May.
2, reports Reuter.

Botham, who announced on

| Monday he was likely to retire

in September, still hopes Lo
regain his England place il he
enjoys a good start to the sea-

SJrm]‘-"»:‘,'.ll‘l."m.:l‘ West Indian pace-
man Garner, who retired [rom
Test cricket seven years ago, is
joined by former England left-
arm spinner Phil Edmonds,
Tan Greig and Bobby Parks, all
of whom no longcr play first-
class cricket.

Schools kabaddi

Defending champions Ban-
¢ladesh Hlﬂcs Illgh School
retyrned to winning form out-
playing Ramkrishna Mission
School by 26-6 points with two
lonas in the fourth school
Kabaddi tournament at the
Outer Stadium yesterday, re-
ports UND.

The champions had suf-
fered a shocking defeat against
Dolairpar High School in the
inaugural match last Friday.

rilles boys led the first
half 12-2 points in the day's
first match.

In the other match of the
day Dolairpar High School
trounced Mirpur Bangla High
School by 37-9 points with
three lonas after dominating
the first session 14-5.

Motijheel Model High
School will meet Dhaka
Residential Model School

while last year's runners-up
Segun Bagicha High School
will face Ansars and VDP
School today.

LONDON, Apr 20:
Jansher Khan
| won Lhe British
Open squash title
for a second suc-
cessive and
kept'it in Paki-stan for a 12th
ycar with a four- game victory
at Wembley on Monday, re-
ports AFP.

His 9-6, -5 , 6-9, 8-2, vic-
tory put paid to hopes of an
Australian double alter
Michelle Martin's victory in _in
the women's cvent made her
the first Aussie to win the
British Open for a decade.

Jansher dedicated his latest
iriumph to his mother, whose
heart altﬂtk last month caused
worrics that he might not de-
fend the Dritish Open.

But there were fust a few
minutes, in the third game and
carly in the fourth, when it
scemed the lack of training
her ilincss had caused might
be troubling him.

Alter dominating the [irst
two games wilh his breath-
iaking government, he seemed
Lo slow and Dittmar started to

score more ofien al the front
of the court.

The Jeft-handed player from
Adelaide also finished the
third game with two delectable
high backhand wvollcy drops

JANSHER KHAN
shot winners.

But leading 2-0 In the
fourth Dittmar's challenge
evaporated. There were no ex-
cuses — | just capitulated. It

DHAKA WEDNESDAY,

Sport R
| J Jansher asserts Pak supremacy |

was awful, be saidd.

in reality, Jansher was often
ablc 1o match Dittmar's excel-
lent fremt court skills and was
superior in both speed and
stamina.

There was even less doubt
about the victory of Martin by
9-7, 9-0, 9-4 in the Women's
final against the surprise final
ist from England, Suzanne
Horncr. Horner appcared to
have leflt her best behind in
the two previous rounds when
she beat two olther members of
Australia’s world title winning
squad Liz Irvang and Sarzh
Fitzgerald.

She recovered from 3-6 1o
7-7 but after failing to reach
game point by missing a
chance for a winning drop, the
match ran away from her.

Martin won the second
game impressively in only five
minutes and began lo look ca-
pable of becoming a pecrma-
ncnt number one in succession
to New Zealander Susan Devoy,
whose eight unbroken ycars as
number one recently ended
with retirement.

India fight to stay alive

NEW DELHI, Apr
20: India arc wa-
ging a desperate
_ battle to save wh-
at is fast becom-
ing an endanger-
cd species — world class
hockey players, writes AFP.

The eight-time Olympic
champions have [allen on such
hard times Lthat no one wants
lo play hockey anymore in a
couniry once regarded as the
masters of the game,

Major reverses over the last
decade — India have drawn a
blank since bagging a devalued
gold at the boycott-ridden

"-.

Moscow Olympics in 1980 —

have sapped the intcrest in a
game that was once India’s na-
Lional sport.

No one loves a loser and, not
surprisingly, young Indians are
taking to more glamorous and
[inancially rewarding games
like ericket, tennis and goll

The situation is so bad that a
worried Indian Hockey Fede-
ration (IHF) has spread the
dragnet far and wide to
unearth raw talent, but with
little success. There is no po-
tential Dhyan Chand in sight.

{ONDON; A pr 20:
The ball, dtllv
cred by one of
the world's most
lcthal bowlers,
was fast, short
and “sickeningly accurate, It
siru-ck an 18-ycar-old Som-
crsct hopeful called lan
Botham in thc mouth and a
packed Taunton crowd feared
the worst, reports Reuter,
Instead, ignoring the blood
and West Indian paceman Andy
Roberts, the youngster picked
himsell up and almost single-
handedly won an important
onc-day match with an over to
spare. English cricketer the
remarkable Botham has an-
nounced this season will al-

most certainly be his last. At

37, with 102 Tests and 10 op-
crations behind him, ‘even
Becly is starting to acknowl-

cdge the odds are against fur-

ther miracles.

Not that the
Australians arriving in England
ncxt weck should relax. The
great man still wants one final
tilt at his oldest adversarics

touring

and, judging by his past
recogd, nothing should be
ruled out.

This is the all-rounder who
destroyed Australia with ball
and ball in 1981 in onec of the
most extraordinary displays ol
modern times. lHe has 383
Test wickets to his name, 14
Tcest centuries and 120
catches. Statistics, though, tell
a fraction of the story.

Botham has unquestionably
been the most controversial
cricketer of his era, notably in
1986 when he was banned for
two months alter admitting he
had once smoked cannabis.

l.egend has it he once
knocked lan Chappell ofl a bar
stool, while Anglo-Australian
rclations were not improved
when he was arrested for al-
legedly assaulting a fellow pas-
senger on an internal flight
while playing for Queensland.

Captain on England on 12
occasion, he also caused an
international furore by insist-
ing Pakistan was a country he
would not even want to inflict
on his mother-in-law. -

But the moody streak has
been more than balanced by
cxiraordinary efforts for.his
favourite leukemia charity. 1le
has retraced Hannibal's sleps
across the Alps and covered
the length and brecadth of
Britain on fund-raising walks.

As on the cricket ficld, few
could keep pace with him, but
the years of playing to the limit
have taken their toll.

*1 had the 10th operation of
my carcer 10 weeks ago and |

think my body is starting to
tell me something,” said

Botham.

"But | feel fine at the mo-
ment and, if | can get ofl 1o a
good start, | hope to be given
the chance to do well against

"The situation is, frankly,
appalling,” laments IHF pn:al-
dent Raghunandan Prasad. "No
one has a clue where the next
good hockey player will come

from.”

Says respected Indian ho-
ckey critic S. Thyagarajan: "We
arc close to bankruptcy in
tcrms of talent, The game now
hardly has the glamour to at-
tract the youth.”

Bad planning and an unend-
ing dcbate over the style of
play to adopt have left Indians
dispirited and conflused, caus-
ing a massive decline in the
country’s fortunes.

In an cra of synthetic turfs,
the HIF still insists on holding
the nationals on grass or clay,
leaving the bewildered players
no room to adjust at interna-
tional meets which are all
played on synthetic surfaces.

More serious is the dilemma
over whether 1o adopt the un-
conventional, but successful
"total hockey™ concept of the
Europeans or stick to the aes-
thetically appealing 5-3, 2-1
Asian line-up,

India went to the Barcelona
Olympics last year under coach

the Australians.”

The current sclectors, pil-
loried for Enmngland's poor
showing in India and Shri
Lanka may just tempted to
rcach for the Botham magic
onc more time,

FAN BOTHANM! -

"If Both is taking wickcls
and scoring runs this scason
he will be in the shake up like
everyone else. He's still a

match-winner,” admittied
Kecith Fletcher, England's team

Balkishen Singh, a known ex-
ponent of total hockey, but
finished a poor seventh to be
relegated to the qualification
roiind for the Atlanta Games in
1996

An angry IIIF responded by
sacking Balkishen and 11 of
the 16-man squad mcluding
captain Pargat Singh amidsl al
legations that the players pre:
ferred to negotiate deals with
foreign clubs rather than con-
centrate on the game.

The reins are now in the

hands of 22-year-old hall-back -

Shakeel Khan, one of the five
survivors [rom Barcelona, as a
new look Indian team prepares
for a short tour of South Alrica
in May and the inter-continen-
tal meet in Poland later this
yoar,

Balkishen's successor as na-
tional coach is former winger
Zafar Igbal, who led India at
the 1984 lLos Angelcs Olym-
pics but has no formal
coaching cxpcricnce.

The 37-year-old Zalar wants
to revert back to the tradi-
tional Asian style because i1 is
the right approach as is cvi-
dent from Pakistan's success.
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WTA's top 20

ST PETERSBURG, Florida,
Apr 20: Leading moncy win-
ners in women's tennds this
ycar, as issued by the Women's
Tennis Assoctation on Monday:

1. Steffl Gral [Germany)
485,175 US dollar

2. Aprantxa Sanchez-
Vicario(Spain] 446,136

3. Monica Scies (Yugoslavia)
429,138

4. Martina Navratflova (US)
281,250

5. Gabricla
(Argentina) 208,609

6. MNatalia Zvereva (Belarus)
193,288

7. Gigi [US)
187.108

B. Jana Novotna (Czech
Republic) 179,097

9. Mary Joe Fernandez (US)
173,928

10. Conchita Martinez
(Spain) 173,541

11. Larisa Nefland (Latvia)
158,905

12. Jennifer CapriatifUS)
142,043

13. Amanda Coetzer (South
Alrica) 123,283

14. Zina Garrison-Jackson
(US) 112,760

15, Manuela Maleeva-
Fragniere [Switzerland)
103,952

(US)

16.
101,947

17. Kimike Date {(Japan)
99,183

Sabatini

Fernandez

Pam Shriver

18. Patty Fendick (US)
78.571
19. Nathalie Tauziat

(France) 75,875
20. Elizabeth Smylie
(Australia) 73,034

Mini-marathon
tomorrow

The Diman mini-marathon,
organiscd jointly by Biman
Banglades Airlines and
Bangladesh Amateur Athlctic
Federation, will begin at 6-30
am on Friday simmultancously
from the Zia International
Airport and the Army Stadium
at Banani, reports UH?}‘

All in SCVen
entcgnm competition
are to collect their chest num-
bers today, Thursday, between
4 pm and 8 pm (rom the
Athlctics Federation office at

" the Dhaka National Stadium.

The participants will have
to report at the starting points

with their chest numbers by 6

am on Friday, April 23, says a
press release of the organiscrs.

manager, a sell-confessed
Botham fan.

"When Both went out to bat
or came on to bowl, people lefl
the bars and couldn't itake
their eyes ofl the cricket. He

gencrated excitement, and

- never too old

still does,

"Apart from everything clse
he 18 a bloody nice bloke
he's one of the best as [ar as |
am concerncd.”

Former England skipper

Botham wants to sign off with Ashes

‘Mike 'Catting took' o imﬂhr '
M N}
"He may have a bad boy im-

with some but a lot
:?cpla}'crn will remember his
good-hearted nature. [ hope he
changes his mind about retir-
ing."

EI":‘;hmrtmznr'l of sclectors Ted
Dexter described Botham "in
his pomp" as one of the all-
time great Test bowlers.

"From 100 to 250 Test
wickets, lan was right at the
top of the tree — a magnificent
performer for England,” said
Dexter.

"l always felt his batting de-
pended quite a lot on his
bowling — if he was bowling
well and taking wickets, his
conflidence was high and he
could go out there and smash

the ball around.”

Dexter and his fellow selec-
tors showed their fafth in

AR

. Botham's ability even at the age

of 36 when they allowed him
to miss most of England’'s Test
tour of New Zealand the winter
before last but still play in the

Wurl:i Cu
ﬂ rounder responded

magnil’ic:nﬂy, particularly
against Australia at Sydney
when he helped to bowl the
old enemy to defeat with a
magnificent spell. |

Botham is about to start the
second season of a two-year
contract with Durham and
although he was troubled by a
shoulder injury last season, he
added "l am seceing a specialist
this week but I'm not expect-
ing any problems.”

The good news for Durham
is that Botham is determined
to help them win a trophy.

"l would love to see Durham
do something before | leave,”
he said.

When Botham does pack his
kit bag for the final time — the
'farewell party should be some-
thing else — and go in search
of new challenges, there will
undoubtedly be a gaping void
in English cricket.

There will also be one
unfulfilled detail in a career
which, among other feats, saw
him become the youngest

player to record the Test
dnuble of 100 wickets and
1,000 runs as well as, for a
while, the highest Test
wicket-taker of all time.

Botham had admitted a de-
sire to play first-class cricket
with his highly promising 16-
year-old son Liam, due to ai-
tend Lancashire nets later this
year. .

"Liam is going from str-
ength to strength.,” said his
proud father. "1 would have
loved to have played with him
but [ want to go while | am still
at the top.

If Botham junior is any sort
of chip ofl the old block, per-
haps English cricket is not in
such a desperate state after all.



