DHAKA WEDNESDAY

District roundup

JHENIIMH

Dacmts loot
cash, valuables

Apr 20: Dacoits looted cash
and valuables worth about Taka
50,000 from three houses at
Sadhuhati Sced Multiplication
Farm in Sadar thana of the dis-
trict at small hours Sunday,
reports UNB.

Police said the armed group
of 10-12 dacoits decamped
with cash and valuables aller
breaking open the doors of the
houses of three farm officials at

about 1 am 5un:|?ly
The farm oflicials whose

houses were looled are: Deputy
.Director Belayet Hossain,

ﬂ‘E':ety Inspector Yakub Al and
Auintan{ Altal Hossain.

BUNDARBAN

Police nab
three Indian

nationals

Apr 20: Three Indian na-
tiopals were nabbed from two
places in the district for their
illegal entry into the country,
officials said, reports UNB,

While moving suspiciously
ncar the Alikadam Army base
police arrested Ashok Kumar
Choudhury (30) on Saturday
evening.

Police on Thursday arrested
another two Indian nationals
from Ruma thana bazar area for -
moving suspiciously. Indian
currency and commodities
were also recovered [rom their
possession.

The . arrested
themselves as Zaipi
(37) and Lalthok Goal [32]"]%
Mizoram in Indian. They con-
fessed to the police thul they
were. members  of the
Mizorama National Liberation
Front (MNLF) and followers of
Lal Denga, the former leader of
Mizoram.

‘They were sent to district
jail hajat, officials said.

CHANDPUR

350 people
regain eye
sight

Apr 20: About 350 people
regained their eye sight alter
uilm‘qc operation
ugh' four mobtle: cye
camps, reports BSS; fhih
The eyc camps were organ-
ised by Chandpur Rotary Club
in different areas of the dis-
Lrict.

A medical team headed by
Dr Anwar Hossain of Chandpur
BNSB Eyec Hospital
 upon the patients.

About 4,000 cyc paticnis
were given [ree Lreatment and
medicines.

RAJBARI

Bank official,
rickshawpuller

killed in
road mishap

Apr 20: An interdistrict bus,
trying to overtake anothcr.
crushed a rickshaw on the
Daulatdia-Khuina highway on
Saturday killing the puller and

identilied

a bank dfficer, rcports UNB.
The dead were identified as
Abdur Razzak ([35), Cash
Officer of the Branch
of Krishi Bank, ., hailing
from village Uzanchar In
Goalanda thana, and Abdus

Salier [(45), the rickshaw-
puller of West Uzanchar in the
' same Lhana,

Police sajd Jahan Ara (H).
the maid-servant of the bank
officer, who was with him in
the rickshaw, was in erit-
ically in the accident that oc-
curred al noen in front of the
Daulatdia Unton Couneil Officc.,

She was rushed o Goalanda
Hospital with head Injury, but
later shifled o Faridpur Sadar
Hospital afler her condition
had dcicriorated.

Razzak, along witl his
maid-servant, was goii (o
Daulatdia Ghat on w Lo
Dhalea.
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HABIGAN -

Problems of |

water resources
dev. focused

Apr 20: Participants at a

seminar here on Saturday fo-
cused on the problems of wa-
ter resources development,
flood control management,
removal of water stagnation,
fisheries development and en-
vironment protection in the
district, reports UNB.

The Ministry of Flood Con-
trol and Water Development,
and Canadian Development
Agency CIDA sponsored the
day-long seminar to formulate
plans for integrated water
development in the district
under North-East Regional
Water Management Project of
FAP-8. |

Local MPs, UP chairmen,
government officials, profes-
sionals and NGO representa-
tives attended the seminar.

The speakers raised some
shortcomings ol the embank-
ment and sluice gates on the
rivers ‘Khowai and Kushiara
and Ghungajuri haor project.
They put some specific sugges-
tions to overcome the prob-
lems, organisers said.

The local lcaders stressed
the need [or massive trr.':c
plantation, safe-sanctuary
fish, .completing re inin
works of t]rc H}miul miank-rg
ment and reexcavation of dil-
ferent rivers of the dht.rch

MAGURA

Miscreants
kill one

Apr 20: A man was killed
and another injured seriously
of miscreants
:I:taat:lked them at Sreepur in

¢ district last week, reports
UNB.

The victims Halim Miah
(40) and Fazal Khan [26) were

tal with critical injuries. Later
alim was transferred to

pital where he succumbed his
injuries on April 9.

were attacked by a
group of armed miscreants
while returning home after
sunset from a local market.

CHITTAGONG _ I

LU .welcomes. .
Bengali New Yr

Apr 20: The Department of
Philosophy of Chittagong
University on Sunday held a
function at the Arts Gallery to

welcome the Bengali New Year
1400, BSS. _
The function presided over

Nat Jumal Amver ot st
Jamal Anwar was at-
tended by Pro-Viee Chancellor
Profl Badiul Alam as the chief
guest and Hayat Hussain as
special guest, teachers and
students of the other -
ments also attended the

tion.

Prof Badiul Alam in his
speech said, the most impor-
tant event of the last century
was rise of nationalism and
shaking ofl colonialism. That
was a century of Asia, Africa
and Latin America, he added.

GAZIPUR

Discussion
meet held

Apr 20: A discussion meet-
ing organised by Gabinda
Academy was held at Bashan |
Union Parishad office here re-
cently, reports BSS.

The mecting was presided
over by Prof Amjad Hossain,
Editor of 'the weekly 'Geno-
mukh'. Engineer Golam Nabi,
Advocate Abul Dewan, Advocate
Habibullah § M Mahful llasan
Hannan, President, Srccpur
Press Club among others
discussed various aspecis ol |
the ltle and works of Shabhav
Kabir Gobinda Chandr [Das

NETRAKONA

Night school
for destitute
children opens

Apr 20: 'Naisha Shishu
Niketan', a school for the
destitute children was inaugu-

rated recéntly at Netrakona
police line compound, reporis |
358,

Netrakona Police Super
Anwar Hossain Khan fnaugu-
raied the scheol at a function.
Police Welfare Fund will Ai-
nance the schoaol

About 100 students have
been with books, uni-

forms and medicare facilitics
free of cost.

ciccied chairman and commis- |
siopers of |Netrakona
pourashava was heid at the
pourashava’'s conference room
here recently .

Deputy Commissioner
Netrakona Dewan Afseruddin |
administered the oath. District
level officer, political leadcrs,
and local elites atiended the
function.

MYMENSINGH: A culﬂurful procession) was brnught out at the town on the occasion anaheIﬂ Baishakh under the joint

auspices of district administration and cnmbmed cultural organisations.
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fence.  Later,

25000 malnourished children
- suffering from diseases

DINAJPUR, Apr 20: Various
discases have aflected over
25,000 children in rural and
urban arcas ol 13 thanas of the
district duc to malnutrition;
reporis UND,

Doctors™aid the children
have been attacked with
dysentery, diphtheria, jaun-
dice, tetanus polio, skin dis-
cases, whooping cough and
pneumonia.

The poor children, between
the age. group of one month to
twelve months, have been suf-
fering from vitamin deficiency
and proper treatment.

It is learnt that most of the
guardians of the aflected chil-
dren are day-labourers, land-
less and unemployed farmers.

local people alleged that
preventive measures and sup-
ply ol nccessary medicines are
inadequate in diflerent thana
health complexes and Sadar
llospital to combat the dis-
CASCS,

Child spccialists are hardly
available in the district and
thana hospitals. This resulted
in deaths of many chtldren
without proper diagnosis and
treatment, local elte said.

Ignorant and #llitcrate pov-
criy-stricken parents can not
provide nutritions food to
their kids while the children
are deprived of breast milk as
mothers do not get balanced
dict. As a rcsult, both children
and mothers fell prey to vari-
ous discases.

Local leaders urged the
concerncd authorities to take
immediate steps for providing
nutritions food among the poor
children and appoint child
specialists in dilferent hospi-

tals.
199 people died
in incidents last yr

Another reports says: At
least 199 pcople died in sepa-
rate incidents in Thakurgoan
district in the last year, ac-
cording to a report received
here Saturday.

Women oppression, dowry,
rape, family feud and financial
insolvency are learned to be
the main causes of these
deaths, police sources said.

Of the total deaths, 168
people allegedly committed
suicide — ol them, 85 by hang-
ing and 83 by taking poison.
Another 27 people died in dif-
ferent road accidents and the
rest 4 were electrocuted.

In 1991 a total of 175 pco-
ple died of unnatural deaths in
Thakurgoan district, ,‘@}5, sa-
urctés added. Soctiga

Women were the main vie-
tims of these unnatural deaths.
Scveral cases were [iled with
the police.

Child labourers

on rise
Our Corrcspondent adds

Child labourers are on invrease
in the district of Dinajpur day

seen

* their

by day. In the whole of greater
Dinajpur district, there are
about 50.000 such labourers
working in dilferent vocation
for maintaining their own as
well as their family members
livelihood.

With the influx of floating
population in town and urban
areas in scarch of work, these
children are compelled to take
up any kind of work for their

~ livelihood.
According to informed sou-
rces, these children are

engaged mostly in helping ma-
sonry. work hotels, restaurants,
motor garages, welding work-
shops, tobacco factorigs, hous-
ehold work, volcanising shops,
rickshaw driving, van pulling,
shoc polishing and many other
works in which they get the
chance Lo test their fortune.
According to International
Labour Law, children under
age of 15 years are not allowed
to take up hard work. In
Bangladesh, this age limit has
been fixed accordingly. But

most ﬂl’é}%ﬁhﬂd{;ﬁhﬂ are

are mostly 10 years ol age or
below,

In such group these chil-
dren are compelled to take up
hard work only becausc of
poverty. Many of them
have no shelter or housce to live
in and as such they work
whole day and spend the night
to their master's place or in
rallway platform,

Hijacki
1jacking,

TAIERPUR (Rajshahi], Apr
20 : Gabtala, a rural road point
ncar a sleepy village
Durgapur thana, has turned
into a crime-spot like those In
towns and cities, with a num-
ber of offences like hi ::king
and murder commit in the
last few months, reports UNB.

The latest victim was re-
poriedly an army personnel,
Alim Sarker. lie was coming to
his village home at Ujalkhalshi
to celebrate Eid when he came
under the swoop of a gang on
March 24 evening at Gabtala
on the Taherpur-Durgapur
Road, on the outskirts of his
village.

Alim fdentified one of the
alleged hijackers who, wield-
ing a dagger, demanded what-
cver the victim had with him.
The accused, named Habibar,
also an iInhabitant of
Ujalkhaishi, was put on the
dock at a village arbitration
where he confessed his of-
he was handed
over to Durgapur police. He
was senl to jail.

Few months back, a school-
boy was killed while returning
home at Belghoria after enjoy-
ing cinema at Tahcrpur bazar
in the evening. The murder
was said o have been commit-
ted only for a cycle he was rid-
ing. The body of Hasan, a stu-
dent of class VIl of Ujalkhalshi

Iigh Schoeol, was dumped in a

murder almost regular

becel near the same spot,

Police recovered the rotten
body of Hasan and arrested
scveral people In connection
with the murder. Some vil-
lagers, however, thought the
rcal culprits might the be at

large.
Hashem, a small trader,
narrowly escaped death at the

same spot recently. He was
waylaid and robbed of cash
while returning from Taherpur
hat.

Housewives rally
on use of potato,
soyabean held

COMILLA: Apr 20: A
demonstration rally of house-
wives, aiming at making them
awarc about the use of soy
abean and potato in preparing
different palatable food ftems,
was held in Laksam thana on
Sunday, reports UNB,

About 300 housewives took
part in the demonstration of
diffcrent food ftems made of
soyaboan and polato.

The rally, organised by the
local Agriculture Extension
Department, was formally in
augurated by Home Secretary
Manzurul Karim. Khanada
Mohon Das, Director General
of BARD was present as special
Eucst,

A number of other busi-
nessmen and pedestrians have

also come under attack of the

marauders al Gabtala and also
at Tentultala on the same road.

Criminal activities in other
arcas’ also marked an appre-
hensive rise. Another student
came under attack at night Lo-
wards the end of the month of
Ramadan at Naopara in
Durgapur thana. lHe was
hacked.

Farmers in the thana are
also scared in the wake of lre-
quent cow lifting. A large num-
ber of draflt cows have been
stolen In the last few months,
local people said.

Among those whose cattle
were stolen are Bashir Pra
manik, a member of Kishina-
tgankair Union Parishad, and
Reazuddin Sarker, father-in:
law of the Chairman of that
union.

Vietims usually do not file
cascs, presumably for fcar of a
greater loss.

Local ¢lte think sheer lack
of employment opportunitics
for the growing number of
youths in the economically
backward region is one of Ih-t‘
main causcs of the crime ga-
lore.

They also felt that police,
Ansar and VDP should patrol
the crime-prone areas to
check the eriminal activities.

RANGPUR: Mirza Rokibul Huda, DIC of Police, Rajshahi Range is seen speaki
gathering of the police constables at the auditorium of Rangpur Police Training Institute

recently.
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Pahela Balshakh
celebrated in

Brahmanbaria

From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA, Apr 20:
Pahela Baishakh, the first day
of Bangla Year 1400 was cele-
brated all over the district
amid great enthusiasm and
traditional festivity,

Musical soirees, discussion
meetings, village las,
colourful rallies, lathi khela

were organised on the occa-
sion. District 1400 Year
Organising Committee drew up
a weeklong Baishakhi Mela on
the occasion at findustrial
school ground of the town.

Minister of State for
Shipping Harun-ur-Rashid in-
augurated the fair as chief
guest while Deputy Commi-
ssioner Abdul Matin attended
as special guest. Poet Zaidul
Hussain presided over the
function.

The function was addressed
among others by Ahmed-Al-
Mamun, Dr Humayan Faroque,
Advocate Akser M Chowdhury.

Eve-teasers
L activeuin‘_ ."" )
Kurigram -
From Our Correspondent

KURIGRAM, Apr 20: Eve-
tcasing has been going on un-
abated in different parts ol
Kurigram town for a long time
much to concern of guardians.

It is alleged that someway
ward youngsters daily assemble
at certain points of roads and
hurl abusive words against’
school and college going girls.
These youngsters sometimes
go one step further and pull
clothings and hairs of girls to
frritate them.

Some guardians complained
to this correspondent that un-
interrupted activities of the
cve-teasers have vitiated social
atmosphere here, allecting the
dignity and honour of their
daughters,

It is gathered that eve-
fcasers are very active on the
roads stretching from
Ghospara to Women College
and from Kurigram Rly Station
to Govt Girls High School.

It is further gathered that

‘eve-teasers belong to well-to-

do sectfon of society and have
strong backing to carry on
their heinous activities.

[Lalmonirhat
Press Club

executives

LALMONIRHAT Apr 20: An
ll-mexrber new executive
commitiee of the district
press club was formed in a bi-
ennial general meeting on
Monday, reports UNB.

The eofficer-bearers of the
commit.ee dre: President
Gokul Ray ([Daily Sangbad],
Vice President Syed Al
Hossair (Daintk Bangla),
General Secretary Sultan
Ahmed [Weekly Janajani),
Assistant General Secretary

Mukul Mahmub [(UNB).
Finance Secreta Golam
Mustafa (Dainik Din , Oflice

' Secretary Belal Hossain (Al-

Amin).
The clected members are :

Obatdul Haquc (ittelagl, Ayub

All a-u-u-‘ e !HHI'H;I
Na n r ani),

raya Ban

;ﬂ has ‘been re-
clected and the post
since its establishment in
1981.

Ano:her adds: The
newly posted = Deputly

journalists and assured
solve taeir outstanding prob-

lems.
Cokul Ray thanked the DC
on behafl of the local journal-

ists.

Govt urged to raise
Farakka issue at UN

PABNA, Apr 20 : Leaders of
National E}cmncratic Alllance
(NDA) Sunday called for raising
the Farakka issue at the United
Nations to bring abgut a solu-
tion to the longstanding prob-

lem of sharing ol Ganges wa-
ter, reports UNB.

Addressing a public meet-
ing held on the dried sandy
bed under the Hardinge

bridge, the leaders warned
that they will go for a greater
movement il the present gov-
ernment fail to solve the
Farakka problem.

NDA leader Col ([Retd)
Abdur Rashid, Anwar Zahid,
Maj [(Retd) Bazlul Huda,
Shahriar Rashid Khan, Mojibur
Rahman; AFM Solaiman and
Ataul Haq Khan spoke at the
meeting organised by the dis-
trict unit of NDA. It was
chafred by district convenor
Saifur Islam Manna Sardar.

Col {Retd) Abdur Rashid
said vast areas in ten northern
districts become deserts and

millions of people faced
scarcity of water due to
Farakka crisis.

"One of the country's largest
irrigation projects, the
Kapatakkha, jeh; htnc:’*‘hud
since March 3 and about 3
lakh acres of land went out of
irrigation facilities due to uni-
lateral withdrawal of the
Ganges water by India®, he al-
leged. ;

Rashid said North Bengal,
Paper Mills was also facing clo-
sure dué to water scarcity. The
Farakka barrage has caused ad-
verse effect on the environ-
ment, he added.

Anwar Zahid said Delhi
wants to see Bangladesh as a
subservient state creating
the Farakka problem. "We are
getting only 9,000 cusecs of
water against the agreement of
nearly 40,000 cusees”, he
pointed out accusing the

Awami League government of
1974 of creating the crists.

The meeting followed by a
procession.

NDA will hold a on
16 at the [rontier village of

Kansat in Chapainawabgan] dis-
trict.

People urged to ensure
violence-free society

- SYLHET, Apr 20: Finance
Minister M Sailur Rahman has
called upon the people to en-
sure a peaceful social environ-
ment free from discord and vi-
olence to reduce enmity and
increase compassion for each
other for achieving prosperity
and ment, reports BSS,

"This should be our firm
pledge at the start of the last
year of Bangla 14th century”,
he said while addressing the
students of Sylhet Government
Girls' College at a function or-
ganised in connection with
foundation laying ceremony of
academic bhaban of the college
on Wednesday.

The Finance M!nister said
that the BNP Government was
committed to d:velopment
and expansion of facilities for
women's ,education in the

of women, education, overall
development of the country
will be promoted, he said.

Recalling that Sylhet
Women's College was nation-
alised in late seventies during
the rule ol Shaheed President
Ziaur Rahman, he said that
there were not much progress
in the eighties in the field of
women's education as we went

through a decade of oppres-
sfon during autocrat Ershad's
rule. .

The BNP government is
again in power to promote ed-
ucation, primary and
girls’ education, and that is
why maximum allocation is bc‘
ing made in the budget for the
education sector. He assured
‘the students that all their
problems including the infras-
tructural ones will be looked

. into and solved,

GOPALGANJ: Saidur Rahman ADC (Gen) speaking at an
inaugural function of National Savings Week ‘93 held at

local officers club recently.
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Two bank staff, 3 traders
held for embezzlement
“of bank money

NARAYANGANJ, Apr 20:
Two bank officials and three
businessmen were arrested by
the Anti-Corruption Bureau for
cmbezzlement of bank money

worth Taka several crore from
Shaista Khan Road Branch of
Rupali Bank at Narayanganj,
reports BSS.
According to-a
lease,. issued b Anti-
Corruption Bureau here yes-
terday, the arrested persons
are: Alauddin Ahmed and
Sckandar Hayat, former branch
manager and advance ollicer
respectively of Rupall Bank,
Shaistakhan Road Branch,
Narayanganj, and businessmen
Saiful Alam, Jane Alam and KM
Amjad Hossain.
press reicase sald that
Alauddin Ahmed and Him-
motur Rehman Khan, Assistant
General of the bank
in collysion wlth the -higher

press re-

bank authorities as well as
owners of twentylive business
establishments of Naray ¥
had embezzled about Tﬂhﬂ
crore and eighty lakh. A case
has been flled with Narayan-
gan] thana in this connection.
in Ahmed was learnt
to have advanced loan worth
crores of takas to the busi-
nessmen of feritilizer, sugar
nd yarn as commodity credit
thout the approval of the

higher authoritics. But no

goods were found in the
godowns against the bank

Similarly Himmetur Rah-
man Khan had advanced com-
modity credit-te 69 busi-
nessmen (rom the said branch
of the bdhk ;

The arrested persons have
been sent to thana hajat.

Vigorous investigation s un-

dtrwny.

242 posts of pry school

teachers lying vacant
From Our Correspondent

mnumuﬂ:tm-
sion.

Another rmrt adds:
Adulteration of foodstuffs is
posing a threat of the health of
people in the district.

The shopkeepers,
and wholesellers who in
milk, ghee, oil, rice, wheat, '

flower, M.Mm“
turmeric power are
ing the commodities freely.

Mure mustard and coconut
ofl are not available in the
market. The au-
thorities dnd the health de-
partment are indifferent of
their respective dutied
check adulteration.



