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Need for a SAARC
Chamber

The proposal of the Indian Association of
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (Assocham)
for formation. of an independent chamber of
commerce for the SAARC region merits fullest
consideration of the government and trade bodies
in South Asia. In a recent meeting of Assocham,

held in Calcutta. the leaders of the Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and Indus (MCCI) from
stressed the

Bangladesh supported the idea, an
ncerg for the formation of such a body. An inde-
pendent and separate SAARC chamber of com-
merce and industry can contribute slﬁnlﬂcanﬂy in
forging an alliance of countries of the region in
511'51 matters. But care must be taken that only
the genuine trade and industry representative
bodies are brought {n this chamber, and that no
one is allowed to exploit such bodies for narrow
ends.

Formation of a SAARC chamber ol commerce
would open up opportunities for the leaders of
trade and industry in the region to come to-

ether. Political leaders lay down policies.

aders of trade and industry can see quicker the
practical aspects of the policy measures in their
actual application. They have more inlimate
knowledge and experience of how markets re-
spond to policy prescriptions. Coordinated active
cooperation of leaders of trade and industry in
SAARC countries can thus ease the process of
implementation of policy measures aimed at
achieving deeper economic collaberation in the
region. The recent agreement on SAARC
Prelerential Trading Arrangement (SAPTA) pro-
vides a case in point where active and coordi-
nated cooperation of the leaders of trade and in-
dustry could help expedite its implementation.
Drawing up lists of products on which preferen-
tial rates of tariff in intra-regional trade would
apply could very well be an item on the top of the
agenda for the next round of SAPTA negotiations.
A list of products eligible for special tariff con-
cessions to be extended to the least developed
member countries needs also to be agreed upon.
The ]ler:tss of negotiations on such matters is
usually lengthy, laborious and could even turn out
to be irksome. On the other hand, if a SAARC
chamber of commerce and industry comes into
being. then pooling its knowledge of import
regime and tarill structure in each country, it
could do an exercise on its own and, hopefully,
come up with an agreed list of products on which
concessions could be allowed. This could speed
up the pace of oflicial level negotiations and ren-
der it etasier for the polilical leaders to come to a
consensus.

Countries in the SAARC region have embarked
on a programme of structural reforms.
Components of the reform package in each indi-
vidual country contain elements which are com-
mon to the region as a whole, in such areas as
trade liberalisation, [inancial market deregula-
tion, exchange rate management. tarifl rationali-
sation, and privatisation. Trade and industry are
very much involved in the end results of the on-
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vide a forum for the leaders of trade and industry
in the region to compare notes and exchange
ideas. Such a process would help them reach bet-
ter understanding of reforms and could also assist
olicy harmonization at national level. Such a
ody would also prove useful in identifying in-
vestmenl opportunities in the region. '
Assocham also speaks of improving the bar-
gaining position of countries in the SAARC on
in global market. This could probably be achieved
through a harmonized and coordinated export
marketing strategy for products, such as jute
manufactures and tea, where the region as a
whole has the advantage of being a major supplier-
in the world market.

Impasse at ZIA

With the sealing off of the office of the Dhaka
Customs Aylzents Association (DCAA) at Zia
Interndtional Airport by the Bangladesh Biman
and Civil Aviation Authority(CAA), an impasse in
import and export has been created. The hardest
hit is the export of vegetables and fish. One re-
gort fé)pcaring in a vernacular daily estimated on

aturday a total loss of Tk three crore just in a
couple of days. Of this vegetables alone account
for Tk one and a hall crore. If the stalemate con-
tinues, the loss will have to be counted not only
. on account of the rotten vegetables and fish but
- also in.terms of markets for those goods abroad
: goﬂ other competitors' way. |
:  _All this is however because of lack of co-opera-
»tion between the DCAA and the CAA. Sure
. enough, they have their own line of reasoning and
. are locked in a tug of war putting the country's
. interests in danger. While the CAA claims that the
DCAA was asked to vacate a building in the
Biman's cargo complex only to meet a stubborn
deflance. the other party lays the blame solely at
the CAA's door. They charge that the CAA sealed
their office at dead of night, Friday, without prior
notice.’ Requisite papers and documents are in
the séaled office and they have stopped working
in protest. The other complaint the DCAA makes
against the CAA is that the latter has asked it to
move to another building fixing, unilaterally, a
rent of Tk 36,000 per month. The rent, accord-
ing to DCAA, is abnormally high and, for the as-
sociation, le to bear; -

'Maybe both sides have their points, but the es-
sential truth is that rters are ' losses
10 the tune of crores ol Taka and that for no fault
of their own. It is the absence of simple formali-
ties of. and forwarding donhe by the cus-
toms official that has been res ible for no
movement of goods on a flight. Now who will be
responsible for this irresponsible and potentially
dangerous action? Importers of the perishable

items in foreign countries have made frantic .
telephone calls to know the actual position. They

will not enjoy being told of the uncertainties in

_ the specilic items. Already some of them
have threatened to look for alternative sources for
those daily necessities. For the exporters of the
non-¢onventional goods, this mag yrm to be a

telling: blow. It is impossible to believe that the

authorities concerned are unaware of the impacts

of this senseless wrangles between them,.

The fact is that both the DCAA and the CAA
have been party to the breach of contract and
therefore must be ready to share the responsibil-
ities for the loss. A settlement of the crisis at the

court is time-consuming and therefore undesir-
able. Better it would be, if the concerned min-
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talked and wrote about
' the origin of the Benfiali era.
This year's discussions were
the most serfous and sustained
because they were accompani-
ed by a related debate on
whether or not to tret:: E
coming year, 1400, as
ol the old century or the first
of the hew. Thetdebate goes
on, in spite of the fact that the

. first view has been officially

endorsed. We have to take

of the fact that in
West Bengal the other view
appears to have found favour.
While we are cclebrating the
last ycar of the fourteenth,
they are welcoming the advent
.ol the lifteenth century. So, as
things stand now, the Ba +
spcaking world has fafled to
adopt a common view in
rcspect of the definition of a
cenlury and subtle
mathematical arguments have
been advanced in support of
both the views. This is going to
be matter of historical cu-
riosity for the [uture genera-
tions.

Equally intercsting is the
[act that two standard dic-
tionaries, both bearing the
name of Oxford, have given two
different meaning to the term
century. This shows that ei-
ther vicw is tenable and it is all
a question of which interpre-
tation appeals to you.

Like the avcrage American
school boy who knows that his-
lory's most important cvent is
the discovery of America by
Columbus, the average
Bengalee will have no hesita-
tion in claiming that the most

RINTING industry s
P also called a 'know-

ledge industry' or 'in-
formation processing industry.’
It plays an important role in
the development of a nation as
well as the society. It is
nccessary to develop printing
industry to remove illiteracy
and ignorance [rom the

masscs. It is the printed
words that have dcveloped
and transformed the socicty in
nm'tg directions.

e art' of printing origi-
nated in China, with the pur-
posc ol propagating Buddhism
through religious literatures
and pictures. Buddha's por-
traits were carved into wood
for block printing as early as
iEEG AD, and the oldest boot

B68 AD. - - - - v

Later, in the 15th century,
Johann Gutenberg printed the
Bible using movable types in
Europe. After invention of
movable types by Gutenberg,
printing activitics spread all
over the world at a tremen-
dous speed. Printing came in
use in Italy in 1465, France
(1470}, Spain (1474), England
(1477), Denmark (1482),
Sweden (1483). Portugal
(1495), Russia (15563),
America [(1640), and in India,
Scptember 6, 15586.

Since then we have come a
longway improving the art, ex-
panding its utility and mod-
ernising the technique. Of late
we have been holding con-
gresses and mcctings of ex-
perts and entrecpreneurs, ex-
changing information and
views and determining pro-
cesses and practices lowards
further improvement.

One such latest meet was
the Fifth World Print Congress
held in New Delhi, India, from
February 28 to March 4, 1993.
The theme of the congress was
Print Communication — A
Global Visfon. The congress
had covered a wide range of
topics on contemporary issucs
‘ol printing technologies.

The [irst World Print
Congress (WPC) was held in
Singapore in 1978. The 2nd

WPC, attended by over 400 in-
ternational delegates, was held

in San Francisco [rom October
19 10 23

1981;: i was hosted

Sir, We were watching a
drama telccast by BTV last
weck. It was a social one about
the tragic effect of misunder-
standing, quarrel and divorce
of a husband and a wife on a
child. But two scenes of the
drama shocked us profoundly
where some hired musclemen
with arms got away with what-
ever they wanted and nothing
happened afterwards to them.

In my opinion, BTV showed
a very irrcsponsible attitude
toward the society by allowing
some criminal acts to go un-
punished. Nobody in no way
should get the idea of going
scotfree aflter committing a

crime and that law and order

::: Justice simply do not pre-

Munira Khan
Green Road, Dhaka

Share of assets

Sir, ‘As a part of the SAARC
meetings, Opposition Leader
Sheikh Hasina while having a
talk with the Pakistani

Premier Nawaz Sharif has

istries looked into the matter and restored peace. | raised an important issue per-

liiraka Sutra, dates’ ¥aick to]
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momentous event for Bengal
during this fourteenth century
is the emergence of

pervasive influ-
ence in shaping the mind of
the Be race, an influence
which will prove sccretly and
mysteriously potent for cen-
turies to come. the consensus
of opinton is in favour el
Rabindranath. The poet is not
the maker of a nation in the
litical sense. But In a pro-
ounder sense, in the cultural
scnse, he ts the grand maker

In our celebrations of the
past few days, we have re-
membered the greatest sons of
Bengal who lived and did thetr
life's work during this century
and in this rell call 1o honour
statesmen took their scals
along wilh pocts, wrilcrs,
artists, scientists and [recdom
fighters.

According lo onc view —
and the view has nol becn se-
riously challenged the mosl
creative phase of Bengal is
over; in fact was terminated
even before Indim won her
freedom. Indeed, the pre-emi-
nence which Bengal and
Bengalees enjoyed throughout
the nineteenth ecntury,
roughly corresponding to the
thirteenth century of the
Bengali era. gradually faded out
during the first quartcr of the

If this is a fact then one is
permitted to rajse a relevant
question : was fit not all ploticd
by the UOritish, and by Lord
Curzon In particular? Lord
Curzon was the mastcr-mind
behind the first DBengal
Partition in the carly years of

the ecentury. When the
Partition cou not be sus-
tained politically, came the

sccond operation in the form
of shifting the capital rom
Calcutta o Delhi, situated in a
more quicscent part of the
empire. This was an act which
was nothing short of hitling

FPASSING

FALLITE

Bengal below the belt. And it
achieved its end. With the po-
litical centre of gravity re-
moved from Bengal, our politi-
cal leaders ually withdrew
from the arcna of all-India pol-
itics, with our Subhas Boscs
losing the game to leaders
from northern and western
India, our Fazlul Huq's losing
the batt ¢ similarly to lcaders
from UP and Bombay.

What | am olfering s but a
tentative vicw of a complicated
chapter of Indian history. It
scems o me that Dengal losing
her Metropolitan role and be-
ing reduced to a mere provin-
cial role in the context of all-
Indfan p s and politics is
mysteriously related to Bengal
losing her creative cnergy.
What ensured s a sagging ol
the spirit. The Second
Partition, that of 1947, was a
blow from which recovery was

With the Partition remain-
ing a fact, the two segments of
the former Dengal are now
busy ﬂndr::g out ways and
means of ing good the loss.
Pakistani rulers suffered from
a deep-seated fear and anxiety
in their atiitude to East
Bengalces whom they rendmed
East Pakistanis. No such fear
and anxiety troubled their
minds in respect of their por-
tion of the former Punjab. With
East Bengal now ‘vell-estab-
lished as {independent
Bangladesh, and West Bengal
as a small, border state of fed-
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eral India, and with no hang-
over of Pakistant fear and sus-
picion, the ground has been
cleared for a [resh and mutu-
ally bencflictal relationship to
be established between
Bangladesh and West Bengal,
within the orbil of Indo-
Bangladesh relationship. New
Deltht suffers from no such fear
complex as haunted Islamabad,
and West Bengal has every rea-
son to bc happy in India,
Bangladesh being no paradise
on earth. Both will keep the
hard political realitics iIn
mind, and both will fulfil their
creative polentials indcpen-
dently. Al the same time, as
both sharc a common cultural
and MHterary heritage, there
should be no bar to an accept-
able frec flow of books, jour-
nals and other items of art and
culture, not to speak of an un-
hindered flow of human traffic.

It is a pity that he Dhaka
Declaration of the SAARC
Summit held out no positive
hope in this direction.

In the weecks proceding the
summil, communal amity iIn
West Bengal and in Bangladesh
was pul to the severest lest. It
gocs to the credit of the peo-
ples _and the governments
concerned Lhat a holocaust was
averted. As for Bangladesh, the
communal clements took the
fullest advantage of the Babr
mosque incident but they got
no support from the bulk of
the people, The climate in
which the Summit was held
was not particularly auspicious.
But the climate in which it
cnded was perceptively im-
proved. All the seven leaders
made their contribution o the
crealing of this climate. A rell-
cent Narasimha Rao left an
impression of goodwill, and a

hint that standing irritants in
the path of better relationship

will be removed.

The New Year came in Lhis
improved climate of Indo-
Bangladesh rclations. In the
celebrations here and there,
there has been a separateness
which is physical and spatial,
and a oncness which Is emo-
tional, tinged with memory
which happens to be a shared
memory.
The elan which marked the
celebrations in the city was, to
say the least, unprecedented.
According to some observers,
it was unbelievable. Was it only
for the ycar 14007 For the

well-known faet that
Rabindranath, by the sheer

of that , had pre-
parcd the whole Bengall race,

ADVANCEMENT IN PRINTING INDUSTRY

by the Printing Industrics of
Amcrica, Inc. and was spon-
sored by six big printing
organisalions. The theme was
“Universal Solutions.” In 1985,
the 3rd WPC was held in long
Kong and was altended by 580
delegates. In Rio de Jancrio,
Brazil, the 4th WPC was held
from May 6 to 10, 1989 and
was attended by 789 dclegates
from 34 countrics,

The 5th WPC, the latest
one, was sponsored by the
International Conledcration for
Printing and Allied Industries
(Intergral). It was hosted by
the All India Federation of
Master Printers (AIFMP), with
support from the Indian
Newspapers Soclely (INS) and
the _All India Newspaper
Editors’ Conference WN% )

The specakers at the 5th
WPC werc C R Irani, MD and
Editor-in-Chiel of the
Statesman; D N Malhoira,
Publisher; Robert W. Hallman,

Technologist: Goro Fukuoka,
Chairman, the Japan Fede-

ration of Printing Industries; J
Michael Adams, Drexel Uni-
versity, Philadelphia; Jagadish
Parikh. Director, Technova
Groups; KK Puri, Teacher,
George Brown College of
Applied Arts and Technology.
Toronte: Michael Stevenson,
Heidelberg: Rory J Cowan, R R
Donnelley and Sons Company,
USA; John Wicker, Aflga;
Homayoun Amighi, Afga, USA
and Erling Dessau, Resident
Representative of the UN in
India.

Printing in the Indian
Subcontinent
The [irst attempt on print-

ing started in the Indian sub-

continent at Goa in 1562. The
king of Portugal dispatched a
printing press and techni-
cians, to inia via the Cape
route, bypassing India. But the
patriarch accompanying the
press halted en route at Goa.
There he died on December
22, 1562. Later this press
never went to Abyssinia and
was installed in Goa. One of the
technician who accompanied
the press, was Joao de
Bustamante, a Spaniard, who
became the pioneer of the art
of printing, and another was
Joao Gonsalves, an expert

blacksmith, to whom went the . by the government.

by Rathindra Nath Sanyal

credit of preparing the first
types of an Indian script, the
Lingua Malabar (Tamil script).
More than a century later, the
government brought out a
wockly called Gazeta de Goa.

In 1674-75, the second at-
tempt by ‘an enterprising
Gujrati named Bhimjee Parcka,
was taken for a printing pro-
ject, but it failed due to lack of
competent technicians. In
1805, an edition of the
Bhagvadgita was printed by a
wooden press at Miraj. This is
perhaps one of the t in-
stances of block printing in
India.

The third attempt to estab-
lish a prinling press is cred-
tted to the Danish missionary
Bartholomew Zicgenbalg, who
came to India in 1706, and
established a foundry of
Malabar types and in 1713
they printed 32 books in the
R . :

PRINTING IN BENGAL
(1778-1860): In 1772, the
East India Company recalised
the necessity of learning
Bengali. The task ol preparing
books for this purposc was as-
signed to Nathaniel Brassey
Halhed, a civil servant of the
company, who compiled a
grammar of Bengall in 1778 at
Hooghly. The types of BDengali
characters were cast by
Charles Wilkins, a master
craftsman who grew to be a pi-
oncer in the art of preparing
types ol both Bengali and
Devnagari alphabets. He taught
the art (o Panchanan
Karmakar, an Indian black-
smith. Wilkins was appointed
in 1800 as the [irst librarian to
the Indian office and was
Knighted in 1833. lie died in
18386,

The Bengal Gazetle was Lhe
first weckly newspaper in this
sub-continent which first ap-
pcared from Calcutta on
January 27, 1780. According
tlo the name of the editor,
James Hugustus Hickey, this
paper was called Hickey's
Gazette. Hickey was arrested
rcpeatedly for making virulent
attacks against the then

.Governor General, and the pa-

per was ultimately shut down
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taining to the division of ass-
ests. It is sincerely expected
that Pakistan will take neces-
sary steps to divide assests and
disburse the genuine share to
Bangladesh as soon as possible.

M Zahidul Haque
Asstt Prof, BAl, Dhaka

"Letter writer's

right'

Sir, Congratulation to Nazia
Chowdhury for her write up
"Letter Writer's Right” pub-
lished in The Daily Star on
April 07, 1993, However, some

. of the observations are as un-

der:

Asstt. Profl. M ' Zahidul
llaque has the writer's right,
what about the ‘reader's
rights? The Editors of differ-
ent newspapers, by publishing
the letter written by Asstt.
Prof "On the same sub-

_ject/theme” which often would -

not have any "substance” for
the nation, have overlooked
the point that democratic
rights are circumscribed for
all

There has been enough
about Asstt. Prol. Haque and

- with very close

now it is upto the editors of
the newspapers to follow
democratic journalism or not.
Meanwhile, the space for the
letters in every newspaper has
been reduced, and disgusted
ones may even say it would be
better if it is eliminated and
then "we shall not have to read
such write-ups.”

Andrew D'Costa
46 Hemendra Das Road
Dhaka-1 100

Why cut aid to |
Bangladesh?

Sir, The Asjan Development
Bank President who recently
visited Bangladesh greatly ap-
preciated the present govern-
ment's ceonomic management
efforts and said it has suc-
ceeded in achieving economic
stability in a very short period.
Why then is the World Bank
recommending to donors that
aid to Bangladesh should be
cut once again when they meet
in Paris soon? It is amazing
that our officials have not scen
through this perverse recom-
mendation of the World Bank.

It is, however, occasionally

The Haslings era was less
troublesome for the press.
lHastings abolished censorship
in 1818.

In 1875, was published the
Indian Statesman. And the
Statesman became the [irst
Indian newspaper to switch
over to Linotype from tradi-
tional hand compose and thcy
also installed the rotary prgss
in 1908, possibly ‘the first
rotary press in the East.

The Jugantar was the first
licngall news and it was
the mouthpicce of the Bengal
revolution against the Dritish.

By the end of 18th century,
Caleulia boasted a number of
printing cstablishments.

Revoliaticn e,
Printing Industry

During the last two
decades, a tremendous revolu-
tion in printing industry has
been brought about by clec-
tronics, optics and computers.
The computerised composi-
tion systems, desk top publi-

‘cation (DTP), phototlypeseticr

(PTS), digitised typelonts, auto
pagce makers, colour scanner,
graphic cameras, enlarger,
plate-maker, multi colour web-
fed and sheet-fed offsct
printcr have come into usc. As
a result, the accuracy and pro-
ductivity have incrcased with

reduced cost and time.The iradi-

tional pre-press steps such as
typc selting, pastc up, camcra,
processing and plate making
have been reduced by com-
puter to a'more accurate plate
system. Digital data arec di-
rectly sent from a workstation
to expose simultancously, via a
spark discharge system.

Watcrless web-offsct print-
ing is a new concept under
consideration in ; western
world and such machine is ex-
pected to be introduced there
by Junc 1993. In this system,
silicon coated plate will be
used to derive high resolution
continuous-
tone possible.

With the improvements in
quality of photopolymer platcs,
web-lfed letterpress and [lex-
ography are competing with

pointed out that Indians in the,

World Bank have a dominating

voice in [ixing policies for
Bangladesh and the conflict of
interest this involved, But they
have failed to understand what
practical cflects this is having
on our lives. By removal of tar-
iffls and other protective
mechanisms our industrialists
are being forced out of pro-
duction. Many farmers includ-
ing jute growers cannot face
the ‘unfair’ trade practices.
Smuggling {8 becoming ram-
pant and our position is being

reduced to a market for goods |

of neighbouring countries. In
times of heavy rains the 'water
gates' In neighbouring coun-
tries are opened and we have
to face disastrous floods. In the
dry season unilateral with-
drawal of water force us into
destitution. To add to this the
World Bank s now pressuriz-
ing donors to cut atd to
Bangladesh. It is not difficult
for us to know who would gain
from such a cut. When will our
leaders open their eyes to this
flagrant manipulation of our
national interests?

M A Majid
Mohakhali, Dhaka

offset. With the introduction of
electronically etched cylinders
in the photogravure system,
the quaﬂty and speed of pro-
duction have increased with a
cut in the cost.

Automation has also cap-
tured the ficld of inishing de-
partment. With the introduc-
tion of sophisticated machine
in the binding section, work-
crs safcty has been ensured.
Computer control finishing
systcm has improved the cfli-
ciency tremendously in the
web-oflset press,

With the advancement of
technology in printing, the
basic structure of the industry
has changed dramatically. The
wave has also touched the
third world coun
or {fully, with or wit P::-u;ltgl
technical support. Due to lack
of adequate technical person-
nel, in cases, some projects
had failed. We have to under-
stand that trained man behind
the machine is a must.

Media by the year 2001

. There had been two spe-
cific arcas ol emerging tech-
nology during the last 10 years.
The revolutionary impact of
the microprocessor, the per-
sonal computers (PCs), and ad-
vanced software have cata-
pulted the printing industry
into hitherto unforeseen are-
nas.

By now pre-press is wit-
nessing some of the greatest
and most revolutionary
changes in the field. Digital
video cameras and high defini-
tion television (HDTV]) will
lead to the passing out of film
in the newspaper industry in
the coming years.

A few big elcctronic com-
panies have recently launched
their still video camera sys-
tems. Colour retouching will
use voice recognition systems.
The operators will give verbal
commands for colour correc-
tions.

Transmission of data will
become more and more fool-
proof and cheaper and it will

those of us who are living In
the year, in a mood of ex-
peciancy? Also, in a mood o
voice a graieful people’s reply
o a portl's guestion — was it
alter all a question or a plea? —
To hs readers? Hardly a func-
tion was held, here in
Bangladesh. without that poem
being recited. without Tagore
being the object of a special
homage

The celcbrations have been
organised by every conceivable
group, political, ecultural:
groups strongly knit or looscly
gathered; groups that only
meect In their morning consti-
tutionals, that sometimes
breakfast together: by individ-
uals in their homes where
[riends have met and have par-
taken of a cultural feast. It is as
if a nation felit a call from
somewhere 1!o respond to
something which lay deep in
the nation s psyche. | will carry
in my memory, of all the much
publicised and grandiose fune-
tions, the one, held in the
morning of the second day of
the new year, one that bore all
the marks of spontaneity, with
an assorted audience of morn-
ing walkers in the open, under
a cloud-laden sky. Beginning

with a most engaging d :
the function went on for a

couple of hours with renowned
artistes rubbing shoulders with

ing amateurs. And won-
der of wonders, a vintage song
from Chandidas rendered by
Sohrab Hossain! | thought that
with that song (rom Candidas,
was vindicated the one thou-
sand years heritage of the

Bengalee culture.

Flashes from the Fifth World Print Congress

be possible for a publishing
house to start low-cost wire
editions from various regional
centers in the coming 10
ycars. The International s
Tclecommunication Council
has set up a committee for
worldwide format standardiza-
tion and simplification through
the use of satellites. The net-
works between computers and
printing units will continue to
occupy a significant position.

With the modernisation of
the newspaper industry, job:
description of employces will
be changed. A technician must
require to have the wide
knowledge of alk the three pre-
press arcas. '

The work of journalists too
is .overlapping production
tasks and no longer ends be-
hind the typewriler. Work . se-
quences and organisational
structure will also be changed.

Gravure technology is re-
surging and making hcadway
and will soon make gravure
printed daily newspapers a
possibility, if the high cylinder
costs can be reduced. Gravure
printing is gaining popularity
day by day.

The requirement of faster,
up-to-the-moment and rcliable
ncws communication links is
being met through revolution-
ary’ {Iinnovations 1in the
lelecommunications field.

However, when there is a
need for high speed printing
with colours, it will also re-
quire for capital investment in
sophisticated machinery. The
large publication houses will
purc new gencraltion ma-
chincs, but {t may prove diffi-
cult for smaller groups to
compete. And, at the same
time the entry barrier for
Nnewcomers may become
harder. But still, the printing
industry as well as the media,
hopelully, bear with the ad-
vancement by 2001.

The wriler, Production
Manager of The Daily Star, at-
tended the 5th World Print

ICangre:s in Dethi

OPINION

The UNO

Simply put, without the
critical and dctailed knowl-
cdge of all chaptlers ol the
United Nations Charter, in Lhe
past in the columns of an
English daily, I made, for a
number of rcasons, very briefl
comments on the role of the
United Nations in the world's
political, economic, social and
military allairs. | made the
point that economically, so-
clally, and even politically, the
LUNO's perforinanees have been
commendable.. My remarks
were publisheed in early 1991
when the Gull erisis was mov-
ing towards a [ull-blown war
between two very uncqual par-
lics,

Inspite of my knowledge of
and rcgards for the greatest
political leaders and statesmen
of the world, | made the re-
marks that the business ol the
UN is to prevent and not lo
participate in any war cven
under the cxtreme provoca-
tions, Il we ignore this, then
the drcam of "the Parlfament
of men and the Fedcration of
the World will be shattered”,
for ever

[Bul the Western powcrs,
under the leadership of the
USA, used the UNO as an in-
strument of war to invade [raq
and to destroy it. The conse-

quences of the war were
nothing sort of tragedics. So
my humble suggestion is that it
will be a far better choice to
keep the UNO busy about other
things instead of using 1 as an
instrument ol war and involv-
fng it in military conllicts,
There should be other types of
organization like the NATO (o
participate in the conllicts
which have becn breaking oul
alter the chaotic decline of
Socialism in Eastern Europe
for reasons which are not well-
understood by the politicians
of the capitalist countrics.

May | conclude by saying
that socialism has come to stay
and it cannot be destroyed.
Socicties change over time,
Even the so-called capitalist
countries have a clement
of socialism in their economic
and soctal planning process to
promote their overall wellare
That is why all economic plans
particularly of the develaping
countrics, are said to support
mixed economics. Capitalism
and Soclalism — these two

waords should not be taken as
dogmas, because there are so

many vartants of the two and
socicties keep on changing.

Dr. M. T. Haq
Retired Senior UNIDO Aduviser,
Ballabl, Mirpur, Dhaka.




